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10%0-105°
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Programa

Konferencijos dalyviy registracija
Konferencijos atidarymas, sveikinimo kalbos

Archeologiniai tyrimai Liepinéje (Lipsk) prie Bebro (Biebrza) upés
(Siaurés ryty Lenkija). Esminiai dalykai norint suprasti Ryty Vidurio
Europos akmens amziaus pasirinktas problemas

Adam Wawrusiewicz (Palenkés muziejus), Michat Przezdziecki
(Varsuvos universitetas), Marcin Fraczek (Kelcy Jano Kochanovskio
universitetas), Krzysztof Zurek (Palenkés muziejus), Vadzim
Beliavets (Varsuvos universitetas)

Medziotojy-rankiotojy bendruomeniy gyvenvietés Liepinés
(Lipsk) archeologinéje vietovéje Bebro (Biebrza) aukstupyje
rekonstrukcija — geoarcheologiniy tyrimy durpynuose issukiai ir
galimybés naudojant 3D technologijas ir geofizinius duomenis
Marcin Fraczek (Kelcy Jano Kochanovskio universitetas), Adam
Wawrusiewicz (Palenkés muziejus), Krzysztof Zurek (Palenkés
muziejus), Michat Przezdziecki (Var§uvos universitetas)

Mikyé¢iy (Lazdijy r.) ,jtvirtinimas”: lauko tyrimai, kontekstas,
ateities perspektyvos

Mantas Daubaras (Vilniaus universitetas), Nikita Dobrotin (Vilniaus
universitetas), Adam Wawrusiewicz (Palenkés muziejus ), Marcin
Fraczek (Kelcy Jano Kozhanovskio universitetas), Krzysztof Zurek
(Palenkés muziejus)

Kavos pertrauka



1140-12%

1200-1220

12201240

1240-1300

13001310

1310-143

1420-1450

14%-151

1510_1 530

Nauja archeologiné medziaga i$ Latvijos:

2025 m. lauko tyrimai ir atradimai

Marcis Kalnins (Latvijos archeology asociacija, Latvijos
universitetas, Nacionaliné paveldo taryba), Janis Meinerts
(Latvijos archeology asociacija, Latvijos kultliros akademija),
Kaspars Markus Molls (Latvijos archeology asociacija,
Nacionaliné paveldo taryba)

Archeologiniai tyrimai ezery salose ir ezery gyvenvietése Latvijoje,
2024-2025 m.
Janis Meinerts (Latvijos kulttiros akademija)

Sugrjztant j Birzulj: nauji tyrimai Kalniskiy 1 gyvenvietéje
Tomas Rimkus (Klaipédos universitetas), Vilius Memgaudis
(Klaipédos universitetas), Mindaugas Grikpédis (nepriklausomas
tyréjas), Auksé Rusteikyté (nepriklausoma tyréja)

2024 m. Vakary Lietuvos piliakalniy tyrimai:

Kukuli$kiai ir Egliskiai, Anduliai

Edvinas Ubis (Klaipédos universitetas), Miglé Urbonaité-Ubé
(Klaipédos universitetas), Karolis Minkevicius (Vilniaus
universitetas), Linas Ragainis (Klaipédos universitetas)

Diskusija

Piety pertrauka (Harmony lounge Restobaras,
Gedimino g. 8, TelSiai)

Zvilgsnis j pagonybés ir krik&¢ionybés sankirtos laikotarpio
laidosena: Pasulniskiy kapinyno (Vilniaus r.) tyrimai
Gediminas Petrauskas (Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus)

XIHI-XIV a. Verkiy kapinyno tyrimai 2024-2025 metais
Robertas Zukovskis (UAB Archeologijos projekty centras , Antiqua”),
Ramuné Butrimaité (UAB Archeologijos projekty centras ,Antiqua®)

Archeologiniai tyrimai Vilniuje, T. Kosciuskos g. 1:
Vytenio ir Gedimino Vilnius
Atas Zvirblys (nepriklausomas tyréjas / MB ,Miesty Archeologija“)



1530-15%0 TelSiy senamiescio tyrimai: miesto raidos ir gyventojy kasdienybés
atspindziai XVI-XVIII a. kultariniame sluoksnyje. Detaliyjy archeo-
loginiy tyrimy TelSiy Turgaus aikstés teritorijoje duomenimis
Eglé Rimkiené (Klaipédos universitetas), Jurgis Sadauskas
(MB Praeities tyrimy institutas)

1550-16°° Diskusija
16°°-16%° Kavos pertrauka

163°-16%° Genetika — dar vienas jrankis tirti praeit;j
Ingrida Domarkiené (Vilniaus universitetas)

16%°-171° Paleoparazitologiniai tyrimai: Zemés méginiy émimo strategija
Emilija Paliulyté (Vilniaus universitetas)

1710-173° Niekinti ar apsisaugoti? Ardanciyjy medziagy naudojimo laidojant
ir uzkasant palaikus cheminiai tyrimai
Matas Vaitkus (Vilniaus universitetas), Angela Mollica Nardo
(Vilniaus universitetas), Dovydas Karoblis (Vilniaus universitetas),
Jovita Kadikinaité (Vilniaus universitetas)

17830-18% Diskusija, aktualijos

199 Lietuvos archeologijos draugijos aukcionas,
vakariené (restoranas ,Abatija“, Katedros a. 3. TelSiai)

930 Ekskursijos pradzia nuo Tel$iy Sv. Antano Paduvieéio katedros
(Katedros a. 2, Telsiai).

Lankomos Telsiy Jesivos, Zemaiciy muziejaus ,Alka" ekspozicijos.
132 Pietds

14% Ekskursijos po apylinkiy archeologijos ir kultiros paveldo
objektus: Saukstelio (Sprudés) piliakalnis, Satrijos piliakalnis ir kt.

199 Grjzimas j Vilniy
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28 November (Friday)
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10%-10%

10501110
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Registration
Welcome speech

Archaeological research in Lipsk near the Biebrza River

(NE Poland). A Key to understanding selected issues of the Stone
Age in East-Central Europe

Adam Wawrusiewicz (Podlaskie Museum), Michat Przezdziecki
(University of Warsaw), Marcin Fraczek (Jan Kochanowski
University of Kielce), Krzysztof Zurek (Podlaskie Museum),

Vadzim Beliavets (University of Warsaw)

Reconstruction of the settlement area of hunter-gatherer
communities at the archaeological site in Lipsk (Upper Biebrza)-
challenges and opportunities of geoarchaeological research in
peatlands using 3D technology and geophysical data.

Marcin Fraczek (Jan Kochanowski University of Kielce),

Adam Wawrusiewicz (Podlaskie Museum), Krzysztof Zurek
(Podlaskie Museum), Michat Przezdziecki (University of Warsaw)

Earthwork in Mikyciai (Lazdijai region): fieldwork, context and
future research perspectives

Mantas Daubaras (Vilnius University), Nikita Dobrotin

(Vilnius University), Adam Wawrusiewicz (Podlaskie Museum),
Marcin Fraczek (Jan Kochanowski University of Kielce),
Krzysztof Zurek (Podlaskie Museum)

Coffee break



1 140_1 200

12001220

1220-12%

1240130

13001310
1310-14%

14%-14%

1450-1510

1510-15%

New Archaeological Evidence from Latvia: Fieldwork and
Discoveries of 2025

Marcis Kalnins (Latvian Association of Archaeologists, University of
Latvia, National Heritage Board of Latvia), Janis Meinerts (Latvian
Association of Archaeologists, Latvian Academy of Culture),
Kaspars Markus Molls (Latvian Association of Archaeologists,
National Heritage Board of Latvia)

Archaeological surveys in lake-islands and lake-settlements
in Latvia, 2024-2025
Janis Meinerts (Latvian Academy of Culture)

Returning to Birzulis: new research in the Kalniskiai 1 site

Tomas Rimkus (Klaipéda University), Vilius Memgaudis (Klaipéda
University), Mindaugas Grikpédis (Independent Researcher), Auksé
Rusteikyté (Independent Researcher)

Research of Western Lithuanian hillforts in 2024: Kukuliskiai and
Egliskiai, Anduliai

Edvinas Ubis (Klaipéda University), Miglé Urbonaité-Ubé (Klaipéda
University), Karolis Minkevicius (Vilnius University), Linas Ragainis
(Klaipéda University)

Discussion

Lunch break (Harmony Lounge Restobar,
Gedimino st. 8, TelSiai)

A Glimpse into Burial Practices during the Transition from
Paganism to Christianity: Investigations at the Pasulniskés
Cemetery (Vilnius District)

Gediminas Petrauskas (National Museum of Lithuania)

Archaeological research of the 13th-14th century Verkiai burial
ground in 2024-2025

Robertas Zukovskis (LLC Center of Archeological Projects
“Antiqua”“), Ramuné Butrimaité (LLC Center of Archeological
Projects “Antiqua”)

Archaeological research in Vilnius, 1 T. Kosciuskos Street:
Vilnius under Vytenis and Gediminas
Atas Zvirblys (Independent researcher / MB ,Miesty Archeologija‘)



15%-15%

155016
16216

1616

16501710

1710-17%

1730-1800

1 900

TelSiai Old Town Investigations: Urban Development and Daily Life
Reflected in the 16th—18th Century Cultural Layer. According to the
data from detailed archaeological research in the TelSiai Market
Square territory.

Eglé Rimkiené (Klaipéda University), Jurgis Sadauskas

(Institute of Past Research)

Discussion
Coffee break

Genetics — A Tool to Explore the Past
Ingrida Domarkiené (Vilnius University)

Paleoparasitological analysis: sampling guidelines
Emilija Paliulyté (Vilnius University)

To Destroy or to Self-Protect? Chemical Studies on the Use of
Destructive Materials for Burying and Disposing of Human Remains
Matas Vaitkus (Vilnius University), Angela Mollica Nardo

(Vilnius University), Dovydas Karoblis (Vilnius University),

Jovita Kadikinaité (Vilnius University)

Discussion

Auction, dinner (restaurant “Abatija”, Katedros sq. 3. TelSiai)

29 November (Saturday)

930

1 300

140

1 900

Start of the tour from TelSiai Cathedral (Katedros sq. 2, TelSiai):
expositions of TelSiai Yeshiva, Samogitian museum “Alka”.

Lunch

Guided tours of the archaeological heritage and cultural sites:
Saukstelis (Sprade) hillfort, Satrija hillfort, etc.

Arrival to Vilnius
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Reconstruction of the settlement

area of hunter-gatherer communities

at the archaeological site in Lipsk

(Upper Biebrza) - and opportunities of
geoarchaeological research in peatlands
using 3D technology and geophysical data

Marcin Fraczek, Institute of Geography and Environmental Sciences,

Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Kielce

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archaeology Department, Podlasie Museum in Biatystok
Krzysztof Zurek, Archaeology Department, Podlasie Museum in Biatystok
Michat Przezdziecki, Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw, Warsaw

The objective of the presentation is to present the results of research and
methodological assumptions for attempts to reconstruct the settlement area at the
archaeological site in Lipsko (Upper Biebrza Basin), using non-invasive methods and
geostatistical modelling.

In order to achieve this objective, the depth of the sub-peat layer was determined at
atest site with a total area of approximately 2.5 ha (about 77 ares). This facilitated the
selection of potential sites for future archaeological excavations. The reconstruction
of the mineral surface lying beneath the peat layers (which constituted the usable
level for Mesolithic hunter-gatherers) was carried out using 3D technology.

The research comprised the probing of the sub-peat surface in a 2x2 m grid
using a geological probe (12 mm) and ground-penetrating radar profiling (GPR -
500 MHz antenna). The collected data on the depth of the mineral surface and wood
fragments were used to create point clouds and 3D models in the SAGA GIS program,
using geostatistical interpolation methods (gridding, triangulation).

The employment of non-invasive methodologies has facilitated the documentation
of the distribution of cultural surfaces and levels, thus serving as an effective
instrument for the planning of future excavations. The 3D reconstruction of the sub-
peat mineral surface facilitates a more precise reconstruction of the settlement
context. This method was tested at two other archaeological sites in search of fossil
soils and mineral substrates.

Dating carried out as part of the NCN Miniatura 8 project (2024/08/X/HS3/01523)
will enable the determination of the time frame of the settlement’s existence and
shed light on the stages of peat accumulation in this part of the valley floor.
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Medziotojy-rankiotojy bendruomeniy
gyvenvietés Liepinés (Lipsk) archeologinéje
vietovéje Bebro (Biebrza) aukstupyije
rekonstrukcija - geoarcheologiniy tyrimy
durpynuose issiikiai ir galimybés naudojant
3D technologijas ir geofizinius duomenis

Marcin Fraczek, Geografijos ir aplinkos moksly institutas,

Jano Kochanovskio universitetas Kielcuose, Kielcai

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archeologijos skyrius,

Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé

Krzysztof Zurek, Archeologijos skyrius, Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé
Michat Przezdziecki, Varsuvos universiteto Archeologijos fakultetas, VarSuva

Pranesimo tikslas — pristatyti tyrimy rezultatus ir metodologines prielaidas, skir-
tas bandymams rekonstruoti gyvenvietés teritorijg Liepinés (Lipsk) archeologinéje
vietovéje (aukstutinis Bebro (Biebrza) upés baseinas), naudojant neinvazinius meto-
dus ir geostatistinj modeliavima.

Siekiant Sio tikslo, mazdaug 2,5 ha (apie 77 ary) ploto bandymy vietoje buvo
nustatytas podurpiy sluoksnio gylis. Tai palengvino potencialiy viety bisimiems
archeologiniams kasinéjimams parinkima. Po durpiy sluoksniais esanc¢io minerali-
nio pavirsiaus (kuris sudaré mezolito medziotojams-rankiotojams tinkamg naudoti
sluoksnio lygj) rekonstrukcija buvo atlikta naudojant 3D technologija.

Tyrimas apémeé podurpiy pavirSiaus zondavima 2 x 2 m tinklelyje, naudojant geo-
loginj zonda (¢12 mm) ir georadaro profiliavima (GPR - 500 MHz antena). Surinkti
duomenys apie mineralinio pavirSiaus gylj ir medienos fragmentus buvo panaudoti
tasky debesims ir 3D modeliams kurti SAGA GIS programoje, naudojant geostatisti-
nés interpoliacijos metodus (tinkleliy sudaryma, trianguliacijg).

Neinvaziniy metody taikymas palengvino kultiriniy pavirsiy ir lygiy pasiskirstymo
dokumentavima, todél tapo veiksminga priemone planuojant busimus kasinéjimus.
Podurpinio mineralinio pavirSiaus 3D rekonstrukcija leidzia tiksliau atkurti gyvenvie-
tés konteksta. Sis metodas buvo iSbandytas dviejose kitose archeologinése vietové-
se, ieSkant iSkastinio dirvozemio ir mineraliniy substraty.

Datavimas, atliktas jgyvendinant NCN Miniatura 8 projektg (2024/08/X/
HS3/01523), leis nustatyti gyvenvietés egzistavimo laikotarpj ir atskleisti durpiy
kaupimosi etapus Sioje slénio dugno dalyje.

11



Archaeological Research in Lipsk

near the Biebrza River (NE Poland).

A Key to understanding selected issues
of the Stone Age in East-Central Europe

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archaeology Department,

Podlasie Museum in Biatystok

Michat Przezdziecki, Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw, Warsaw
Marcin Fraczek, Institute of Geography and Environmental Sciences,

Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Kielce

Krzysztof Zurek, Archaeology Department, Podlasie Museum in Biatystok
Vadzim Beliavets, Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw, Warsaw

Site no. 81 in Lipsk (Augustéow County, Podlaskie Voivodeship), located in the
middle of the vast peatland complex of the Upper Biebrza Basin (NE Poland), is
among the most promising sites for current archaeological research. The excavations
focus on a low-lying, peat-covered part of a small and completely isolated elevation,
where closed sequences of various origins sediments containing evidence of human
presence have been identified.

The most significant finds include remains of campsites belonging to sub-
Neolithic groups (2" half of the 6" - early 2"millennium BC), whose remnants were
discovered in a buried soil layer overlain by a 1.5-meter-thick sequence of organic
sediments. These stratified sequences contain rich flint and ceramic assemblages
associated with the Neman Culture, identified for the first time in an undisturbed
stratigraphic context. Recent excavations carried out in 2024 and 2025 also revealed
a second, significantly older settlement phase associated with Late Palaeolithic
activity. Well-preserved evidence of this occupation was found in stratigraphically
sealed layers of aeolian sands and the top horizon of the underlying soil dating
to the Allergd period. Within the first of these sequences, remains were identified
from a younger phase of Late Palaeolithic settlement, attributed to the Swiderian
Culture. Particularly important, however, are assemblages related to the so-called
older groups of the leaf point tradition. Their presence was documented both in the
lower sequence of aeolian sands formed during the Younger Dryas, as well as in the
Pleistocene buried soil that underlies them. This settlement phase is associated with
two exceptionally well-preserved in situ concentrations of flint artifacts.
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Archeologiniai tyrimai Liepinéje (Lipsk) prie
Bebro (Biebrza) upés (Siaurés ryty Lenkija).
Esminiai dalykai norint suprasti Ryty
Vidurio Europos akmens amZiaus
pasirinktas problemas

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archeologijos skyrius,

Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé

Michat Przezdziecki, VarSuvos universiteto Archeologijos fakultetas, Varsuva
Marcin Fraczek, Geografijos ir aplinkos moksly institutas,

Jano Kochanovskio universitetas Kielcuose, Kielcai

Krzysztof Zurek, Archeologijos skyrius, Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé
Vadzim Beliavets, Varsuvos universiteto Archeologijos fakultetas, VarSuva

Vietové Nr. 81 Liepinéje (Lipsk, Augustavo apskritis, Palenkés vaivadija), esan-
ti didziulio Aukstutinio Bebro (Biebrza) upés baseino (Siaurés ryty Lenkija) durpyny
komplekso viduryje, yra viena perspektyviausiy viety atlikti archeologinius tyrimus.
Kasinéjimai buvo atlikti Zemai esancioje, durpémis padengtoje nedidelés ir visiskai
izoliuotos aukstumos dalyje, kurioje buvo rastos uzdaros jvairios kilmés nuosédy
sekos su zmogaus veiklos pédsakais.

Reiksmingiausi radiniai — tai subneolito grupéms (VI tikst. Il p. — Il tUkst. pradzia
pr. Kr.) priklausanciy stovyklavieciy liekanos, aptiktos uzkastame dirvozemio sluoks-
nyje, kuris persidengia su 1,5 metro storio organiniy nuosédy seka. Siuose sluoks-
niuose gausu titnago ir keramikos sankaupy, susijusiy su Nemuno kultura, kurios
pirma kartg buvo aptiktos nepazeisty sluoksniy aplinkoje. Naujausi, 2024 ir 2025 me-
tais atlikti kasinéjimai taip pat atskleidé antrg, Zymiai senesne gyvenvietés faze, susi-
jusig su vélyvojo paleolito veikla. Gerai iSsilaikiusios Sios fazés liekanos buvo rastos
stratigrafiSkai izoliuotuose eolinio smélio sluoksniuose ir po juo esancio dirvozemio
virSutiniame horizonte, kurie datuojami Aleriodo laikotarpiu. Pirmojoje i$ Siy seky
buvo identifikuotos vélyvojo paleolito gyvenvietés ankstyvesnio etapo, priskiriamo
Svidry kultdrai, liekanos. Taciau ypac¢ svarbios yra sankaupos, susijusios su taip va-
dinamosiomis senesnémis lapo formos dirbiniy tradicijos grupémis. Jos rastos tiek
apatinéje eolinio smélio sekoje, susidariusioje jaunesniojo Driaso laikotarpiu, tiek po
ja esanéioje Pleistoceno laikotarpio dirvoje. Sis gyvenvietés etapas yra siejamas su
dviem i$skirtinai gerai iSsilaikiusiomis titnago radiniy in situ koncentracijomis.
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Mikyc¢iy (Lazdijy r.) ,jtvirtinimas”:
lauko tyrimai, kontekstas,
ateities perspektyvos

Mantas Daubaras, Istorijos fakultetas, Vilniaus universitetas

Nikita Dobrotin, Geomoksly institutas, Chemijos ir geomoksly fakultetas,
Vilniaus universitetas

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archeologijos skyrius,

Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé

Marcin Fraczek, Geografijos ir gamtos moksly institutas,

Jano Kozhanovskio Kielcy universitetas, Kielcai

Krzysztof Zurek, Archeologijos skyrius, Palenkés muziejus Balstogéje, Balstogé

Mikyg&iy k. (Sventezerio sen., Lazdijy r. sav., Alytaus apskr.) P dalyje, Zemoje dré-
gnoje pievoje, apsuptoje aukstesniy moreniniy kalvy yra iSsidéstes apie 36x26 m dy-
dzio zemiy darinys (angl. — earthwork), kuris Siame pranesime bus sglyginai vadina-
mas ,jtvirtinimu®.

Sj objekta pirmasis lokalizavo bei mokslinéje spaudoje aprasé G. Zabiela.’

Mikyciy ,jtvirtinimas” patraukeé tyréjy démesj dél naujausiy atradimy kaimyninés Len-
kijos SR dalyje. Cia buvo tyrinéjami vélyvuoju bronzos amziumi (apie 1200-800 calBC)
datuojami, Urny lauky archeologiniy kultury ratui/horizontui skiriami panasus ,jtvirti-
nimai“.2 Lenkijos kolegy tyrinéti ,jtvirtinimai“ buvo iSskirti j 3 kategorijas, pagal esamy
grioviy skaiciy (t. y. nuo 1 iki 3 grioviy), jy taipogi jtvirtinimams strategiskai netinkama
vieta (t. y. drégnos Zemumos tarp aplinkoje vyraujanciy auk$tumy) bei vizualinis pana-
Sumas su Mikyciy k. esancia struktura sukélé didelj susidoméjima Siuo objektu.

2025 m. vasarg atlikus Sio objekto geofizinius tyrimus bei kasinéjimus buvo fiksuo-
tos akmeny konstrukcijos, surinkta keramikos bei titnago radiniy.

Aptikta keramika morfologiskai identiSka Lenkijoje bei keliuose UZnemunéje
V. Juodagalvio tyrinétuose objektuose surastai keramikai, tad tolesni keramikos labo-
ratoriniai tyrimai bei objekto lauko tyrimai turi potencialo padéti geriau pazinti vélyvojo
bronzos amziaus — ankstyvojo gelezies amziaus bendruomeniy Siame regione naudo-
tg keramika bei konstruoty archeologiniy objekty spektra.

1 Zabiela. “Ancient Landscapes in Aerial Photography: The Lithuanian Example of Noise Levels.” Ar-
chaeologia Baltica 9 (2022):47-52.

2 Zurek, K., Wawrusiewicz, A., Kalicki, T., Niebieszczanski, J., Piasecki, A., & Bahyrycz, C. (2022).
,Fortece na bagnach”. Pierwsze interdyscyplinarne badania stanowiska z p6znej epoki bragzu w
Jatwiezi Duzej (Polska pdtnocno-wschodnia). Folia Praehistorica Posnaniensia, 27(27), 201-225.
doi: https://doi.org/10.14746/fpp.2022.27.10
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Earthwork in Mikyciai (Lazdijai Region):
Fieldwork, Context and Future
Research Perspectives

Mantas Daubaras, Faculty of History, Vilnius University

Nikita Dobrotin, Institute of Geosciences,

Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences, Vilnius University

Adam Wawrusiewicz, Archaeology Department,

Podlasie Museum in Biatystok

Marcin Fraczek, Institute of Geography and Environmental Sciences,

Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, Kielce

Krzysztof Zurek, Archaeology Department, Podlasie Museum in Biatystok

In the southern part of Miky&iai village (SventeZeris Eldership, Lazdijai Region,
Alytus County), in a low, moist meadow surrounded by higher moraine hills, there is
an earthwork measuring about 36x26 m in size.

This object was first localized and described in the scientific press by G. Zabiela.’

The Mikyciai earthwork attracted the attention of researchers due to recent dis-
coveries in the northeastern part of neighboring Poland. Similar earthworks dated
to the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1200-800 calBC) and assigned to the Urnfield archa-
eological culture circle/horizon were researched here.2 The earthworks studied by
Polish colleagues were divided into 3 categories, based on the number of existing
ditches (i.e. from 1 to 3 ditches), their strategically unsuitable location for fortificati-
ons (i.e. humid lowlands among the prevailing highlands in the surroundings), and
their visual similarity to the structure in Mikyciai village have sparked great interest
in this object.

In the summer of 2025, geophysical surveys and excavations of this object recor-
ded stone structures, and ceramic and flint finds were collected.

The discovered ceramics are morphologically identical to the ceramics found in
Poland and several objects studied by V. Juodagalvis in Uznemunég, so further la-
boratory research of ceramics and field research of the object have the potential to
help better understand the ceramics used by the Late Bronze Age - Early Iron Age
communities in this region and the spectrum of constructed archaeological objects.
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New Archaeological Evidence from Latvia:
Fieldwork and Discoveries of 2025

Marcis Kalnins, Latvian Association of Archaeologists;

National Heritage Board of Latvia; Department of History and Archaeology,
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

Janis Meinerts, Latvian Association of Archaeologists;

The Institute of Arts and Cultural Studies, Latvian Academy of Culture
Kaspars Markus Molls, Latvian Association of Archaeologists;

National Heritage Board of Latvia

In 2025, as in previous years, the majority of archaeological research in Latvia
was conducted in connection with construction-related monitoring and rescue
excavations. Fieldwork took place in several cities, including Césis, Riga, Kuldiga,
Ventspils, Tukums, Rézekne, Sigulda, and Dobele, as well as in rural areas. Notable
commercial projects were undertaken in Césis Old Town and at Dobele Castle, yielding
substantial archaeological material from the medieval and early modern periods.

Small-scale academic excavations were carried out at Janakalns in the Turaida
Museum Reserve (a possible Livonian settlement or burial site) and at Skanakalna
Hillfort, while more extensive research took place at Ergeme and Lagzdine Hillforts.

At Ergeme Hillfort, near the Estonian border in northern Vidzeme, investigations
led by Janis Meinerts (Latvian Academy of Culture) and Heiki Valk (University of
Tartu), with student participation from Tartu and the University of Latvia, revealed
that the site’s final occupation phase dates to the 13"-14" centuries. The results
suggest that the Ergeme Castle mentioned in early 14®"-century documents may refer
to the wooden stronghold on the hillfort, rather than the later stone castle 700 metres
away. The recovered artefacts, typical of rural Livonia, do not permit a definitive
identification of the inhabitants’ ethnic origins.

Research also continued at Lagzdine Hillfort, Latvia’s Archaeological Monument
of the Year 2025, located at the mouth of the River Venta. Excavations directed by
Kaspars Markus Molls and Prof. Armands Vijups (University of Latvia) completed the
investigation of the hillfort plateau begun in 2024 and confirmed the presence of an
associated settlement nearby. Complementary geophysical and underwater surveys
of the Venta riverbed were also undertaken. Preliminary results indicate that dense
occupation of the hillfort began in the 10"-11™ centuries and may be associated
with the Vends, the ancestors of the Livonians of northern Courland. Flint artefacts
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discovered during the excavations indicate that the area may have been inhabited
even as early as the Mesolithic.

In2025,the National Heritage Board of Latvia continued the systematic verification
of information regarding newly discovered and potential archaeological sites. The
institution also documented several 18"—19%"-century shipwrecks along the coast of
the Gulf of Riga and received more than 1,500 archaeological artefacts from finders
and museums, the majority originating from Iron Age burial contexts across Latvia.
Furthermore, two 17"-century coin hoards were submitted for assessment, including
one comprising 840 coins, silver brooch and two rings discovered in eastern Latvia,
approximately 1,5 km from the Lithuanian border, by a Lithuanian metal-detectorist.
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Nauja archeologiné medziaga i$ Latvijos:
2025 m. lauko tyrimai ir atradimai

Marcis Kalnins, Latvijos archeology asociacija;

Latvijos nacionaliné paveldo taryba; Latvijos universiteto
Humanitariniy moksly fakulteto Istorijos ir archeologijos katedra
Janis Meinerts, Latvijos archeology asociacija;

Latvijos kultdros akademijos Meny ir kultdros studijy institutas
Kaspars Markus Molls, Latvijos archeology asociacija;

Latvijos nacionaliné paveldo taryba

2025 m., kaip ir ankstesniais metais, didzioji dalis archeologiniy tyrimy Latvijoje
buvo atlikti vykdant su statybomis susijusius stebéjimo ir gelbéjimo kasinéjimus.
Lauko darbai vyko keliuose miestuose, jskaitant Césj, Ryga, Kuldyga, Ventspilj,
Tukuma, Rezekne, Siguldg ir Dobelg, taip pat kaimo vietovése. Césio senamiestyje
ir Dobelés pilyje buvo vykdomi iSskirtiniai komerciniai projektai, kuriy metu buvo su-
rinkta daug archeologinés medziagos i$ viduramziy ir ankstyvyjy naujyjy laiky.

Nedidelio masto akademiniai kasinéjimai buvo atlikti Turaidos muziejaus rezer-
vate esanc¢iame Janakalns (galimai Livonijos gyvenvietéje ar kapinyne) ir Skanakalna
piliakalnyje, o iS§samesni tyrimai atlikti Ergeme ir Lagzdine piliakalniuose.

Ergeme piliakalnyje, netoli Estijos sienos $iauringje Vidzeméje, Janis Meinerts
(Latvijos kultlros akademija) ir Heiki Valk (Tartu universitetas) vadovaujami tyrimai,
kuriuose dalyvavo studentai i$ Tartu ir Latvijos universiteto, atskleidé, kad galutinis
vietovés apgyvendinimo etapas datuojamas XlII-XIV amziais. Rezultatai rodo, kad
XIV a. pradzios dokumentuose minima Ergeme pilis gali reiksti medine tvirtove ant
piliakalnio, o ne vélesne akmenine pilj, esancig uz 700 metry. Rasti artefaktai, budingi
kaimiskajai Livonijai, neleidzia tiksliai nustatyti gyventojy etninés kilmés.

Tyrimai taip pat testi Lagzdine piliakalnyje, 2025 m. Latvijos mety archeo-
loginiame paminkle, esanCiame Ventos upés Ziotyse. Kaspars Markus Molls ir
prof. Armands Vijups (Latvijos universitetas) vadovaujami kasingjimai uzbaigé
2024 m. pradétus piliakalnio aikstelés tyrimus ir patvirtino susijusios gyvenvietés
buvima netoliese. Taip pat atlikti papildomi Ventos upés vagos geofiziniai ir povan-
deniniai tyrimai. Preliminaris rezultatai rodo, kad tankus piliakalnio apgyvendinimas
prasidéjo X—XI amziuje ir gali biti susijes su vendais — Siaurés Kurso livonieciy pro-
téviais. Kasinéjimy metu rasti tithago artefaktai rodo, kad $i teritorija galéjo bati ap-
gyvendinta jau mezolite.
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2025 m. Latvijos nacionaliné paveldo taryba tesé sistemingg informacijos apie
naujai atrastas ir potencialias archeologines vietoves tikrinima. Jstaiga taip pat doku-
mentavo keletg XVIII-XIX a. nuskendusiy laivy liekany Rygos jlankos pakrantéje ir su-
lauké daugiau nei 1500 archeologiniy radiniy i$ radéjy ir muziejy, kuriy dauguma yra
iS gelezies amziaus laidojimo viety visoje Latvijoje. Be to, vertinimui buvo pateikti du
XVII a. monety lobiai, jskaitant 840 monety, sidabrine sage ir du Ziedus, kuriuos ryty

Latvijoje, mazdaug 1,5 km nuo Lietuvos sienos, rado lietuvis metalo ieskiklininkas.
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Archaeological surveys in lake-islands and
lake-settlements in Latvia, 2024-2025

Janis Meinerts, Latvian Academy of Culture,
Institute of Arts and Cultural Studies

During the last two years, several survey expeditions have been undertaken in
Latvian lakes focusing on the remains of both lake-settlements and natural islands
with traces of habitation. This work was started in 2024 in a joint Latvian-Lithuanian
survey in Lake Araidi around the well-known and excavated Arai$i 9"—10" cent.
AD lake-settlement. Several historical (19"-20" cent. AD) boats were located on
the lake-bottom and a line of piles connected with the defence system of the lake-
settlement was also recorded. This work is now continued on a larger scale within
the three-year research project “Archaeological Heritage in Inland Waters: Islands
and Lake-Settlements in Lakes of Latvia” implemented by the Latvian Academy
of Culture and led by archaeologist Juris Urtans. During the project all the known
Latgallian Iron Age lake-settlements and more than 20 natural islands in lakes with
some records of archaeological finds of interest are being archaeologically surveyed
with divers surveying the underwater areas around part of the sites. The first year of
work has led to a large amount of much more precise information obtained over a
phenomenon - lake-island habitation and human use - that has until now been mostly
overlooked in Latvian archaeology. One site in particular, the natural Cepurite Island
in Lake Indzeris, stands out with a thick, intensive cultural layer with a wealth of finds
that date the settlement to the same period as the well-known Lake Araisi site and
raises the question of whether the Latgallian fortified lake-settlements should be
viewed together with settlements on natural islands or as a separate phenomena?
The survey work will continue in the next two years and excavations are planned
both in Cepurite Island and select other sites. The project also aims to re-survey the
Latgallian lake-settlements known since the 1960s to provide new information on
them and for the first time obtain precise spatial and depth data on the outlay of the
sites, as well as their preservation conditions.
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Archeologiniai tyrimai ezZery salose ir ezery
gyvenvietése Latvijoje, 2024-2025 m.

Janis Meinerts, Latvijos kultiros akademija,
Meny ir kulttros studijy institutas

Per pastaruosius dvejus metus Latvijos ezeruose buvo atliktos kelios zvalgo-
mosios ekspedicijos, kuriy metu daugiausia démesio skirta tiek islikusioms ezery
gyvenvietéms, tiek natiralioms saloms su apgyvendinimo pédsakais. Sis darbas
pradétas 2024 m. vykdant bendrg Latvijos ir Lietuvos tyrimg Araii eZzere aplink ge-
rai zinoma ir istirtg IX-X a. Arai$i ezero gyvenviete. Ezero dugne buvo rastos ke-
lios istorinés (XIX-XX a.) valtys, taip pat uzfiksuota su ezZero gyvenvietés gynybine
sistema sujungty poliy eilé. Sis darbas dabar tesiamas didesniu mastu pagal trejy
mety trukmés Latvijos kultlros akademijos jgyvendinama ir archeologo Juris Urtans
vadovaujama tyrimy projektg ,Archeologinis paveldas vidaus vandenyse: salos ir
ezery gyvenvietés Latvijos ezeruose”. Projekto metu archeologiskai tiriamos visos
zinomos latgaliy gelezies amziaus ezery gyvenvietés ir daugiau nei 20 nataraliy saly
ezeruose, kuriose yra uzregistruoti kai kurie archeologiniai radiniai, narams tyrinéjant
povandenines teritorijas aplink dalj Siy vietoviy. Pirmaisiais darbo metais gauta daug
tikslesnés informacijos apie reiskinj — ezery saly apgyvenima ir zmoniy veiklg — ku-
ris iki Siol Latvijos archeologijoje buvo beveik nepastebétas. Viena vietové, naturali
Cepurite sala Indzerio ezere, iSsiskiria storu, intensyviu kulturiniu sluoksniu, kuriame
gausu radiniy, pagal kuriuos gyvenvieté datuojama tuo paciu laikotarpiu kaip ir gerai
Zinoma Araidi eZzero vietové, ir kelia klausima, ar latgaliy jtvirtintas eZery gyvenvietes
reikéty vertinti kartu su gyvenvietémis natiraliose salose, ar kaip atskirg reiskinj?
Tyrimo darbai bus tesiami ateinanCius dvejus metus, o kasinéjimai planuojami tiek
Cepurite saloje, tiek pasirinktose kitose vietovése. Projekto tikslas taip pat yra is nau-
jo istirti latgaliy eZery gyvenvietes, Zinomas nuo 1960-yjy, siekiant gauti naujos infor-
macijos apie jas ir pirma karta gauti tikslius erdvinius ir gylio duomenis apie vietoviy
apimtis ir jy iSsaugojimo salygas.
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Sugrjztant j Birzulj: nauji tyrimai
Kalniskiy 1 gyvenvietéje

Tomas Rimkus, Klaipédos universitetas,

Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institutas
Vilius Memgaudis, Klaipédos universitetas,
Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institutas
Mindaugas Grikpédis, nepriklausomas tyréjas
Auksé Rusteikyté, nepriklausoma tyréja

Sistemingy archeologiniy tyrinéjimy metu aplink Birzulio ezerg (TelSiy r.) 1978-
1993 m. suregistruota beveik 60 akmens amziumi ir ankstyvuoju metaly laikotar-
piu datuojamy radimvieCiy. Be vieny zymiausiy archeologiniy vietoviy — Donkalnio
ir Spigino — Cia placiau tyrinétos ir gyvenvietés, tokios kaip BirZzulio sgsmauka,
Daktarigkeés 1 ir 5 ir Sirmés kalno 1-4, kuriy archeologiné medziaga leido geriau pa-
zinti aplink ezerg jsikurusiy nuo ankstyvojo mezolito iki neolito datuojamas bendruo-
menes. 2024-2027 m. Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeolo-
gijos institutas vykdo Lietuvos mokslo tarybos finansuojama projekta ,Medziotojy-
rankiotojy adaptacija vélyvojo pleistoceno ir ankstyvojo holoceno Vakary Lietuvos
Slapyniy ekosistemose”. Jo rémuose Zemaiciy aukstumos regione yra atliekami
archeologiniai tyrimai, vietovése, kurios teikty daugiau informacijos apie ¢ia gyve-
nusias finalinio paleolito ir mezolito bendruomenes. Viena tokiy potencialiy viety yra
Kalniskiy 1 gyvenvieté, jkurta Siaurinéje Birzulio ezero dalyje, vos keli Simtai metry
nuo Donkalnio. 1979 m. Cia rasti pirmieji titnago radiniai, o 1981 m. vietovéje buvo
kasinéjama. IStirtas 382 m? dydzio plotas, surasta titnago radiniy, porétosios ir vir-
veliniu jspaudu puostos keramikos, taip pat 12 jgilinty struktiry liekany. Radimvieté
padalinta j dvi zonas, kur vienoje paplite finaliniu paleolitu ir mezolitu datuojami radi-
niai, o kitoje — neolitu.

2024-2025 m. atlikti zvalgomieji archeologiniai tyrimai Kalniskiy 1 radimvietéje
(istirtas 23 m? dydzio plotas). Tyrimai parodé, kad didesni archeologiniy radiniy kie-
kiai pastebimi pietrytinéje tirtos vietoves dalyje, be to, ¢ia esama islikusiy ir jgilinty
struktury. Todél 2025 m. tyrimai ta kryptimi ir testi. Jy metu surasta keli Simtai ti-
tnago radiniy, porétosios, virvelinés ir briksniuotosios keramikos, degusiy kauliuky.
IS jgilinty struktlry paimti méginiai archeobotaniniams tyrimams. Astuoni AMS “C
datuoti méginiai pasiskirsto tarp ankstyvojo ir vélyvojo mezolito (4 méginiai), sub-
neolito ir neolito (2 méginiai), bei ankstyvojo bronzos amziaus (2 méginiai). Siame
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pranesime pateiksime naujausiy archeologiniy lauko ir laboratoriniy tyrimy rezulta-
tus, ir sieksime apibendrinti Siuo metu turimus duomenis apie Cia gyvenusias prie-
Sistorines bendruomenes.
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Returning to Birzulis:
new research in the Kalniskiai 1 site

Tomas Rimkus, Institute of Baltic Region History
and Archaeology, Klaipéda University

Vilius Memgaudis, Institute of Baltic Region History
and Archaeology, Klaipéda University

Mindaugas Grikpédis, Independent Researcher
Aukseé Rusteikyté, Independent Researcher

During systematic archaeological research around Lake Birzulis (TelSiai district)
in 1978-1993, almost 60 sites dating back to the Stone Age and the Early Metal
Age were registered. In addition to some of the most famous archaeological sites —
Donkalnis and Spiginas — settlements such as Birzulis Sgsmauka, Daktariskés 1 and
5 and Sirmés kalno 1-4 were also extensively studied here, the archaeological
material of which allowed us to better understand the communities around the lake
dating from the Early Mesolithic to the Neolithic. In 2024-2027, the Institute of History
and Archaeology of the Baltic Region of Klaipéda University is implementing the
project “Adaptation of Hunter-Gatherers in the Late Pleistocene and Early Holocene
Wetland Ecosystems of Western Lithuania” funded by the Research Council of
Lithuania. Within its framework, archaeological research is being conducted in the
Samogitian Uplands region, in areas that would provide more information about the
Final Paleolithic and Mesolithic communities that lived here. One of such potential
sites is the Kalniskés 1 settlement, established in the northern part of Lake Birzulis,
just a few hundred meters from Donkalnis. The first flint finds were found here in
1979, and excavations were carried out in the area in 1981. An area of 382 m? was
investigated, and flint finds, porous and cord-marked ceramics, as well as the remains
of 12 deepened structures were found. The site is divided into two zones, where finds
dating back to the Final Paleolithic and Mesolithic are widespread in one, and the
Neolithic in the other. In 2024-2025, archaeological survey research was carried out
at the Kalniskés 1 site (an area of 23 m? was investigated). Research has shown
that the largest amount of archaeological finds is observed in the southeastern part
of the studied area, in addition, there are preserved and deepened structures here.
Therefore, the research was being continued in this direction in 2025. During this
research, several hundred flint finds, porous, corded and brushed ceramics, and
burnt bones were found. Samples were taken from the deepened structures for
archaeobotanical studies. Eight AMS “C dated samples are distributed between the
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Early and Late Mesolithic (4 samples), Subneolithic and Neolithic (2 samples), and
the Early Bronze Age (2 samples). In this report, we will present the results of the
latest archaeological field and laboratory studies, and we will seek to summarize the
currently available data about the prehistoric communities that lived here.
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2024 m. Vakary Lietuvos piliakalniy tyrimai:
Kukuliskiai ir Egliskiai, Anduliai

Edvinas Ubis, Klaipédos universitetas,

Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institutas

Miglé Urbonaité-Ubé, Klaipédos universitetas,

Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institutas

Karolis Minkevicius, Vilniaus universitetas, Istorijos fakultetas,
Archeologijos katedra

Linas Ragainis, Klaipédos universitetas,

Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institutas

2024 metais Klaipédos Universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos ins-
titutas vykdé nedidelés apimties mokslinius archeologinius tyringjimus dviejuose
Vakary Lietuvos piliakalniuose: Kukuliskiuose ir Egliskiuose, Anduliuose. Sio prane-
Simo tikslas yra glaustai pristatyti tyrimy metodika ir svarbiausius rezultatus.

Kukuliskiy piliakalnio su gyvenviete nuosekliai vykdomi nuo 2017 mety, ir 2024 m.
tyrimy pagrindinis tikslas buvo nustatyti ar greta piliakalnio esanti gyvenvieté turéjo
jtvirtinimus, bei detaliau istirti vakarine gyvenvietés dalj. Tyrimy metu aptikti pylimo
sluoksniai, kurie patvirtino hipotezg, kad tiek piliakalnis, tiek gyvenvieté buvo jtvirtinti.
Taip pat surinkta gausi radiniy kolekcija, papildé jau turimus duomenis apie Sig vély-
vojo bronzos amziaus bendruomene.

Egliskiy, Anduliy pirma kartg vykdyti po ilgos pertraukos, siekiant i$siaiskinti tiks-
lig jo chronologija ir surinkti daugiau duomeny apie bendruomene. IStirtas 10 m?
plotas, surinkta 147 radiniai. ISsiaiSkinta, kad ryskiy griovio pédsaky aplink piliakalnj
néra, o tipologiskai ir pagal AMS C'* datas piliakalnio apgyvenima galima iSskirti j du
horizontus: IX a. pabaigos — X a. ir Xl a. vidurio - Xll a.
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Research of Western Lithpanian hillforts
in 2024: Kukuliskiai and Egliskiai, Anduliai

Ubis Edvinas, Klaipéda University,

Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeology
Urbonaité-Ubé Miglé, Klaipéda University,
Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeology
Minkevicius Karolis, Vilnius University,

Faculty of History, Department of Archaeology
Ragainis Linas, Klaipéda University,

Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeology

In 2024, the Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeology of Klaipéda
University conducted small-scale scientific archaeological research in two Western
Lithuanian hillforts: Kukuliskiai and Egliskiai, Anduliai. The purpose of this report is to
briefly present the research methodology and the most important results.

Research at the Kukuliskiai hillfort with the settlement has been carried out
consistently since 2017, and in 2024 the main goal of the research was to determine
whether the settlement located next to the hillfort had fortifications, and to investigate
the western part of the settlement in more detail. During the research, layers of the
rampart were discovered, which confirmed the hypothesis that both the hillfort
and the settlement were fortified. A large collection of finds was also collected,
supplementing the already available data about this Late Bronze Age community.

The Egliskiai, Anduliai excavations were carried out for the first time after
a long break, in order to clarify its exact chronology and collect more data about
the community. An area of 10 m? was investigated, and 147 finds were collected.
It was concluded that there are no clear traces of a ditch around the hillfort, and
typologically and according to AMS C' dates, the settlement of the hillfort can be
divided into two horizons: the end of the 9™ century — the 10" century and the middle
of the 11™ century - the 12" century.
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Zvilgsnis j pagonybés ir krik$¢ionybés
sankirtos laikotarpio laidosena:
Pasulniskiy kapinyno (Vilniaus r.) tyrimai

Gediminas Petrauskas, Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus

2023 m. rugpjutj Kulttros paveldo departamentas prie Kultiros ministerijos buvo
informuotas apie vienoje i$ socialinio tinklo Facebook grupiy paskelbtas privaciai
saugomy archeologiniy radiniy nuotraukas. Nustacius nuotraukas publikavusio as-
mens tapatybe, buvo atskleista dirbiniy radimvieté, o jy radéjas per du kartus per-
davé 108 metalo ieskikliu aptiktus XIV-XV a. radinius. Dirbiniy radimvietéje suskai-
Ciuota daugiau nei 80 tikrinant metalo ieskiklio signalus iSkasty duobiy, o viena jy
sieké 2,6x1,9 m dydj, iki 0,6—1 m gylj. Salia duobés ir jos dugne métési degintiniy ir
nedegusiy kauly, keramikos Sukiy. Nelegaliai kasinéjant kapinyng suardytas deginti-
niy kapy sluoksnis ir keli griautiniai kapai liudijo, kad radimvietéje aptikti radiniai — tai
iki tol nezinomo Pasulnigkiy kapinyno (Vilniaus r.) jkapés.

2024 m. spalj ir lapkritj Lietuvos nacionalinio muziejaus archeologiné ekspedicija
atliko kapinyno tyrimus. Jy metu siekta uZfiksuoti nelegaliy kasinéjimy metu suardy-
tus kapus, iSmestose zemése likusius radinius, degintinius ir nedegusius kaulus. 18
viso istirtas 16,35 m? dydzio plotas, aptikta apie 700 ypaciyjy radiniy — degintiniy ir
griautiniy kapy jkapiy, daugiau nei 1600 lipdytos ir apZiestos keramikos Sukiy, dau-
giau nei 30 titnago radiniy (dalis keramikos ir titnago radiniy perdege lauZavietéje).

Tyrimy metu aptiktas iki 55 cm storio kolektyviniy degintiniy kapy sluoksnis, du
degintiniai ir Sesi griautiniai kapai. Kolektyviniy degintiniy kapy sluoksnj iSskiria de-
gintiniai kaulai, apsilyde, perdege ir lauzavietéje nebuve radiniai, lipdytos ir apziestos
keramikos Sukés. IS viso tyrimy metu surinkta 8,184 kg degintiniy kauly, taciau net
2,705 kg Siy kauly, kaip ir nemaza kolektyviniy degintiniy kapy jkapiy dalis, véliau
kapinyne laidojant nedegintus mirusiuosius pateko j griautiniy kapy duobiy uZpilda.
Griautiniai kapai sudaré dvi eiles, mirusieji laidoti dviem lygiais. Daugelis griautiniy
kapy stipriai suardyti: vieni kapai nukentéjo jrengiant antrojo sluoksnio kapus ir jy vie-
toje laidojant mirusiuosius, kiti buvo iSkasinéti nelegaliy kasinéjimy metu. Degintiniai
kapai preliminariai datuojami XIV a., griautiniai kapai — XV-XVI a. Kapinyno chrono-
logija patikslins atliktas radioanglies méginiy datavimas.

Pasulniskiy kapinynas yra vienas nedaugelio netoli Vilniaus tyrinéty laidojimo pa-
minkly, kuriuose Lietuvos kriksto iSvakarése mirusieji laidoti sudeginti. Kapinynas
liudija religijos ir laidojimo paproCiy kaitg pagonybés ir krikSCionybés sankirtos
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laikotarpiu, yra tiesioginis visuomenés transformacijos atspindys. Apkrikstyty bend-
ruomeniy santykis su ikikriks¢ioniskojo laikotarpio laidojimo vietomis, kapinyne uz-
fiksuoti nedeginty mirusiyjy palaiky uzvertimo akmenimis ir netradicinés laidosenos
atvejai kelia didelj mokslinj susidoméjima.
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A Glimpse into Burial Practices during the
Transition from Paganism to Christianity:
Investigations at the Pasulniskés Cemetery
(Vilnius District)

Gediminas Petrauskas, National Museum of Lithuania

In August 2023, the Department of Cultural Heritage under the Ministry of Culture
was informed about photos of privately stored archaeological finds published in
one of the Facebook groups. After the identity of the person who published the
photos was established, the location of the artifacts was revealed, and their finder
transferred 108 finds of 14"-15% century discovered with a metal detector in two
sessions. More than 80 pits excavated by checking the metal detector signals were
counted at the site of the artifacts, and one of them reached a size of 2.6x1.9 m, up
to0 0.6—1 m deep. Cremated and unburned bones, ceramic fragments were scattered
near the pit and at its bottom. A layer of cremated graves and several skeletal graves
destroyed during the illegal excavation of the burial ground testified that the finds
discovered at the site were burials of the previously unknown Pasulniskés burial
ground (Vilnius district).

In October and November 2024, the archaeological expedition of the National
Museum of Lithuania conducted research at the burial ground. The aim was to
record graves destroyed during illegal excavations, finds left in the discarded earth,
and burnt and unburned bones. A total area of 16.35 m? was investigated, and about
700 special finds were discovered — cremation and inhumation burials, more than
1,600 shards of coiled and wheel-turned pottery, and more than 30 flint finds (some
of the pottery and flint finds were burned in the fire pit).

During the research, a layer of collective cremation graves up to 55 cm thick,
two cremation and six inhumation graves were discovered. The layer of collective
cremation graves is distinguished by burnt bones, melted, burned and non-fire pit
finds, and coiled and wheel-turned pottery shards. A total of 8,184 kg of cremated
bones were collected during the research, but as many as 2,705 kg of these bones, as
well as a significant part of the grave goods of the collective cremation graves, later
ended up in the fill of the inhumation grave pits when the deceased persons were
buried inhumated in the cemetery. The inhumation graves formed two rows, the dead
were buried in two levels. Many of the inhumation graves were severely damaged:

30



some graves were damaged when the second layer of graves was installed and the
dead were buried in their place, others were excavated during illegal excavations.
The cremation graves are tentatively dated to the 14" century, the inhumation
graves to the 15"—16™ centuries. The chronology of the cemetery will be clarified by
radiocarbon dating of samples.

The Pasulniskés cemetery is one of the few burial monuments near Vilnius that
have been studied, where the dead were inhumated and cremated on the eve of the
baptism of Lithuania. The cemetery bears witness to the change in religion and burial
customs during the period of the intersection of paganism and Christianity, and is
a direct reflection of the transformation of society. The relationship of baptized
communities with pre-Christian burial sites, the cases of unburned remains of the
dead being covered with stones and non-traditional burials recorded in the cemetery
are of great scientific interest.
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XIII-XIV a. Verkiy kapinyno archeologiniai
tyrimai 2024-2025 metais

Robertas Zukovskis, UAB Archeologijos projekty centras , Antiqua“
Ramuné Butrimaité, UAB Archeologijos projekty centras , Antiqua“

2024-2025 m. UAB APC , Antiqua” atliko detaliuosius archeologinius tyrimus
Verkiy kapinyno teritorijoje, Zaliyjy eZery g., Vilniaus m. Tyrimy tikslas — patikslinti
2008 m. aptikto kapinyno ribas ir chronologijg. 2024 m. Verkiy virsutinio parko SV da-
lyje kastos 4 Zvalgomosios perkasos. Tirtas 57 m? plotas. 2025 m. iSkastos dar 4
perkasos. Tirtas 43,5 m? plotas. Kapy numeracija testiné nuo 2008 m. tyrimy.

2024 m. perkasoje Nr. 4, 0,95-1,2 m gylyje aptikti 2 griautiniai kapai (Nr. 13-14) su
gausiomis jkapémis. Osteologiné medziaga islikusi fragmentiskai. Ji pateikta radio-
anglies ™C datavimui. Kapo Nr. 13 (moters vir$ 40 m.) gauta kalibruota data — 1226-
1296 AD (744+30) (FTMC-1Q20-1). Kapo Nr. 14 (moters 16-25 mety) gauta kalibruota
data — 1226-1300 AD (736%30) (FTMC-1Q20-2). Kape Nr. 13 prie kairés kojos padétas
lipdytas ir apziestas molinis puodas, suskiles j Sukes. Kaktos srityje aptiktas vainiké-
lis formuotas ant vilnoniy sidly suveriant jvijéles. Pakausio srityje aptikta vainikélio
uodegeélé i$ jvijy ir kauri kriaukleliy. Kaklo srityje rastas kaklo vérinys sudarytas is
jvijy, kauri kriaukleliy, stiklo karoliuky, 6 jvairiy formy kabugiy ir zvangucio. Ant kairés
rankos rasta juostiné apyranke ir 3 ziedai. Ant deSinés rankos rasta juostiné apyranké
ir 4 ziedai. Krutinés srityje rasta pasaginé segé zoomorfiniais galais. Dubens srity-
je — verpstukas, 2 raktai ir peilio fragmentai. Pédy srityje aptiktas zvangutis. Kape
Nr. 14 prie kairés kojos padétas lipdytas ir apziestas molinis puodas suskiles j Sukes.
Kaukolés srityje aptikti vainikélio fragmentai — i$ jvijéliy suformuoti rombai. Kaklo
verinys sudarytas is vario lydinio jvijy, biserio karoliuky; stiklo karoliy, kauri kriaukleliy
ir 5 jvairiy formy kabuciy. Kartu su vériniu rastas apgalvio plokstelés i$ alavo ir Svino
lydinio, pavirSius puostas sidabrine auksuota folija. Kratinés ir kairés rankos dilbio
srityje rasta iS vielos pinta apyranké, 2 tordiruotos apyrankés, pasaginé segé zoomor-
finiais galais. Ant deSiniojo peties aptiktas ziedas pinta priekine dalimi, pagamintas
i$ sidabro su vario priemaiSomis. Dubens srityje rastas jtveriamasis peilis su maks-
timis, kabutis Zirgelis i$ vario lydinio. DeSinés plastakos srityje rasti 4 Ziedai i$ vario
ir alavo lydinio. Pédy srityje rastas zvangutis jdétas j odinj kapselj. Pagal kapuose
Nr. 13-14 rasty jkapiy kompleksg, matyti, kad jis budingas latgaliy motery kapams.
XIlI=XIV a. Lietuvoje galvos papuosSalus dazniausiai sudaré apgalviai i$ skirtingy
formy metaliniy ploksteliy. Tuo tarpu kapuose Nr. 13-14 rasti vainikéliai i$ jvijéliy ir
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vainikélio uodegeélé i$ jvijéliy ir kauri kriaukleliy. Tokie vainikéliai tarp latgaliy motery
jkapiy uzima ypatinga vieta. XllIl a. pas latgalius labai iSplito apvalus, azuriniai, kryze-
lio ar rombo formos kabuciai. Tokie kabuciai buvo aptikti ir kapuose Nr. 13-14.

2025 m. aptikti 5 griautiniai kapai (Nr. 16—20). Kape Nr. 16 aptiktas fragmen-
tiskai islikes jauno individo (14-16 m.) skeletas. Abejose kaukolés pusése aptikti
daugiakaroliai antsmilkiniai. Ant lanku iSlenktos vielos suverti 15 apvalls karoliu-
kai (sidabras?). Tokio tipo antsmilkiniai datuojami XIV a. pab.—XV a. | puse. Kape
Nr. 17 prie vyro (vir§ 30 m.) desiniojo dubenkaulio rastas LDK Jogailos denaras, apie
1390 m. Kape Nr. 18 jkapiy neaptikta. Moters (virS 40 m.) osteologiné medziaga
pateikta radioanglies "“C datavimui. Gauta kalibruota data — 1279-1323 AD (666+29)
(FTMC-AV85-1). Kape Nr. 19 jkapiy neaptikta. Vyro (iki 30 m.) osteologiné medziaga
pateikta radioanglies "“C datavimui. Gauta kalibruota data — 1299-1402 AD (613129)
(FTMC-AV85-2). Kape Nr. 20, moters (virs§ 30 m.) pilvo srityje aptiktas Ziedas i$ vario
ir alavo lydinio, placia ir prailginta priekine dalimi, uzkeistais galais.
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Archaeological research of the 13th-14th
century Verkiai burial ground in 2024-2025

Robertas Zukovskis, LLC Center of Archeological Projects “Antiqua”
Ramuné Butrimaité, LLC Center of Archeological Projects “Antiqua“

In 2024-2025, LLC CAP “Antiqua” conducted detailed archaeological research
in the territory of the Verkiai burial ground, Zaliyjy eZery street, Vilnius city. The aim
of the research was to clarify the boundaries and chronology of the burial ground
discovered in 2008. In 2024, 4 survey trenches were dug in the NW part of the Verkiai
Upper Park. An area of 57 m? was investigated. In 2025, 4 more trenches were dug.
An area of 43,5 m? was investigated. The numbering of the graves is continuous from
the 2008 research.

In 2024, 2 inhumation burials (No. 13-14) with numerous graves were discovered
in trench No. 4, at a depth of 0.95-1.2 m. The osteological material is fragmentary.
It was submitted for radiocarbon "C dating. The calibrated date obtained for grave
No. 13 (a woman over 40 years old) is 1226-1296 AD (744+30) (FTMC-1Q20-1).
The calibrated date obtained for grave No. 14 (a woman 16-25 years old) is 1226~
1300 AD (736+30) (FTMC-1Q20-2). In grave No. 13, a coiled and wheel-turned clay
pot, broken into fragments, was placed near the left leg. The head wreath found in
the forehead area was formed by threading small spirals on woolen yarn. A head
wreath'’s tail made of small spirals and cowrie shells was found in the occipital area.
A necklace made of spirals, cowrie shells, glass beads, 6 pendants of various shapes
and a bell was found in the neck area. A sash bracelet and 3 rings were found on the
left hand. A sash bracelet and 4 rings were found on the right hand. A penannular
brooch with zoomorphic terminals was found in the chest area. A spindle whorl,
2 keys and fragments of knife were found in the pelvic area. A bell was found in the
feet area. In Grave No. 14, a coiled and wheel-turned clay pot, broken into fragments
was placed near the left leg. Fragments of a head wreath were found in the skull
area — rhombuses formed from spirals. The necklace was made of copper alloy
spirals, biser beads; glass beads, cowrie shells and 5 pendants of various shapes.
Together with the necklace, a headband made of tin and lead alloy plate was found,
the surface of which was decorated with silver gilded foil. A bracelet made of braided
wire, 2 twisted bracelets, and a penannular brooch with zoomorphic terminals were
found in the area of the chest and left forearm. A ring with a braided front part was
found on the right shoulder, made of silver with copper admixture. A hafted knife
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with scabbards and a horse shape pendant from copper alloy were found in the
pelvic area. 4 rings made of copper and tin alloy were found in the right hand area.
A bell was found in the foot area, placed in a leather pouch. Based on the grave
goods complex of burials No. 13-14, it can be seen that it is typical of Latgalian
women'’s graves. In the 13"—14t% centuries, head ornaments in Lithuania most often
consisted of headbands made of metal plates of different shapes. Meanwhile, in
graves No. 13-14, head wreaths made of spirals and a head wreath’s tail made of
spirals and cowrie shells were found. Such head wreaths occupy a special place
among the Latgalian women'’s graves. In the 13" century, round, openwork, cross-
shaped or rhombus-shaped pendants became very popular among the Latgalians.
Such pendants were also found in graves No. 13-14.

In 2025, 5 inhumation burials were discovered (No. 16-20). In grave No. 16,
a fragmentary skeleton of a young individual (14-16 years old) was discovered.
Multi-beaded temple ornaments were discovered on both sides of the skull. 15 round
beads (silver?) were threaded on a curved wire. This type of temple ornaments is
dated to the end of the 14" century-first half of the 15" century. In grave No. 17,
a Jogaila denar of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, circa 1390, was found near the right
pelvic bone of a man (over 30 years old). No grave goods were discovered in grave
No. 18. The osteological material of a woman (over 40 years old) was submitted for
radiocarbon "“C dating. The calibrated date obtained was 1279-1323 AD (666+29)
(FTMC-AV85-1). No grave goods were discovered in grave No. 19. The osteological
material of a man (up to 30 years old) was submitted for radiocarbon “C dating.
The calibrated date obtained was 1299-1402 AD (613+29) (FTMC-AV85-2). In grave
No. 20, a ring made of copper and tin alloy, with a wide and elongated front part and
closed terminals, was found in the abdominal area of a woman (over 30 years old).
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Archeologiniai tyrimai Vilniuje,
T. Kosciuskos g. 1:
Vytenio ir Gedimino Vilnius

Atas Zvirblys, nepriklausomas tyréjas / MB ,Miesty Archeologija“

Vilniuje, 2024 m. balandzio - birzelio ménesiais vykdyti archeologiniai tyrimai
buvusios arestinés teritorijoje, T. Kosciuskos g. 1. Jy metu surinkti ir iStirti duome-
nys parodé, kad sklype T. Kosciuskos g. 1, pakankamai negiliai = 1,3-1,7 m gylyje
atsidengia gerai islikes XllIl a. pab.=XIV a. vidurj menantis kultdrinis sluoksnis, ku-
ris mums pasakoja apie ankstyviausig Vilniaus miesto istorijg ir jo gyventojy bui-
tj. Uzfiksuota, kad praktiskai visame tyrinétame sklype yra pasklides tankus medi-
niy pastaty tinklas su keliais, Slaitg tvirtinanc¢iomis rasty ir Zemiy konstrukcijomis.
Drégna Sios vietos aplinka 1émé, kad tiek minétos konstrukcijos, tiek radiniai ir ki-
tos organinés medziagos yra gerai islikusios, todél tai tapo puikia tyrimy medzia-
ga. Tyrimy metu nustatyta, kad Si teritorija buvo tankiai apgyvendinta jau Lietuvos
didziojo kunigaikscio Vytenio valdymo laikotarpiu, o valdant Gediminui urbanizacijos
procesai tik spartéjo. Taciau XIV a. Il pusés horizontai tyrimy vietoje neisliko, o to
priezastys dar néra iki galo atskleistos.
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Archaeological research in Vilnius,
1 T. Kosciuskos Street:
Vilnius under Vytenis and Gediminas

Atas Zvirblys, independent researcher / MB ,Miesty Archeologija“

In April-June 2024, archaeological research was carried out in Vilnius on the
grounds of the former detention facility at 1 T. Kosciuskos Street. The data collected
and analyzed during the investigation revealed that at the site a well-preserved
cultural layer, dating from the late 13" to the mid-14% century, was uncovered at a
relatively shallow depth of 1.3-1.7 meters. This layer provides valuable insight into
the earliest history of the city of Vilnius and the everyday life of its inhabitants. It
was recorded that almost the entire excavated area was covered by a dense network
of wooden buildings, along with roads and log-and-earth structures reinforcing the
slope. The moist environment of the site contributed to the excellent preservation of
these constructions, as well as of the artefacts and other organic materials, making
them an exceptional source for archaeological research. The research revealed that
the area was already densely inhabited during the reign of Grand Duke Vytenis, while
urbanization processes intensified under Gediminas. However, the layers dating to
the second half of the 14" century at the excavation site are missing, and the reasons
for their absence have not yet been fully explained.
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TelSiy senamiescCio tyrimai:

miesto raidos ir gyventojuy

kasdienybés atspindziai XVI-XVIII a.
kultiiriniame sluoksnyje.

Detaliyjy archeologiniy tyrimy TelSiy
Turgaus aikstés teritorijoje duomenimis

Eglé Rimkiené, Klaipédos universitetas
Jurgis Sadauskas, MB Praeities tyrimy institutas

2022 m. birzelio—lapkriCio mén. TelSiy senamiescio ir senojo miesto vietos teri-
torijose atlikti plataus masto detalieji archeologiniai tyrimai Turgaus aikstés ir gre-
timy gatviy ruoZuose atskleidé reikSmingy duomeny apie miesto raida ir gyventojy
kasdienybe XVI-XVIII a. laikotarpiu. Tyrimy metu istirtos 44 perkasos, bendras iki
jzemio iStirtas plotas sieké 1449 m?2. Fiksuoti iki 2,5 m storio kulturiniai sluoksniai,
iS kuriy iSsiskyre intensyvis XVII=XVIII a. horizontai. Aptiktos medinés ir akmeninés
architektdrinés struktiros — pastaty pamatai, medgrindos, tilto liekanos — liudija se-
namiescio uzstatymo pobudj ir infrastrukturos raidg. Vienas ankstyviausiy sluoks-
niy, datuojamas XVI a. pabaiga — XVII a. pradzia, siejamas su karaliskojo dvaro pa-
stato liekanomis. Radiniy kompleksas, apimantis 4403 dirbinius, atspindi jvairialype
materialing kultlirg ir amaty jvairove. Archeobotaniniai tyrimai iSryskino turtinga
makrobotaniniy liekany spektra, tarp kuriy iSskirtinis radinys — vienametés paprikos
(Capsicum annuum) séklos, galimai ankstyviausios Lietuvoje. Zooarcheologiniai
duomenys atskleidé specifinius gyvulininkystés ir mitybos bruozus, galimai susiju-
sius su zydy bendruomenés jtaka XVII-XVIII a. mieste. Tyrimy rezultatai suteikia
naujy ziniy apie TelSiy senamiescCio urbanistine struktirg, socialine bei ekonomine
raida. Sie duomenys reikdmingai papildo Lietuvos miesty archeologijos $altiniy baze
ir leidzia naujai pazvelgti j Zemaitijos regiono miesty kultdrinj peizaza ankstyvaisiais
naujaisiais amziais.
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Telsiai Old Town Investigations: Urban
Development and Daily Life Reflected in the
16""-18™ Century Cultural Layer.

According to the data from detailed
archaeological research in the Telsiai
Market Square territory

Eglé Rimkieneé, Klaipéda University
Jurgis Sadauskas, Institute of Past Research

In June—November 2022, extensive detailed archaeological research carried out
in the territories of the TelSiai Old Town and the old city site in the Market Square
and adjacent street sections revealed significant data about the development of
the city and the daily life of the inhabitants in the 16""-18" centuries. During the
research, 44 trenches were excavated, the total area investigated to the sterile
soil reached 1449 m2. Cultural layers up to 2.5 m thick were recorded, from which
intensive 17-18" century horizons stood out. The discovered wooden and stone
architectural structures - building foundations, wooden underwater trackways
(medgrindos), bridge remains - testify to the nature of the old town’s development
and infrastructure development. One of the earliest layers, dating from the end of the
16 century — the beginning of the 17t century, is associated with the remains of the
royal manor building. The complex of finds, including 4403 items, reflects a diverse
material culture and a variety of crafts. Archaeobotanical research has revealed a
rich spectrum of macrobotanical remains, among which an exceptional find is the
seeds of annual pepper (Capsicum annuum), possibly the earliest in Lithuania.
Zooarchaeological data have revealed specific features of animal husbandry and
nutrition, possibly related to the influence of the Jewish community in the city in the
17*-18" centuries. The research results provide new knowledge about the urban
structure, social and economic development of the TelSiai Old Town. These data
significantly supplement the source base of Lithuanian urban archaeology and allow
a new look at the cultural landscape of the cities of the Samogitia region in the early
modern ages.
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Genetika - jrankis tirti praeitj

Ingrida Domarkiené, Zmogaus ir medicininés genetikos katedra,
Biomedicinos moksly institutas, Medicinos Fakultetas, Vilniaus universitetas;
Zmogaus bioarcheologijos ir paleogenetikos centras, Transliaciniy sveikatos
tyrimy institutas, Medicinos Fakultetas, Vilniaus universitetas

Genetiniai tyrimai suteikia unikaly zvilgsnj j tolimg Zmonijos praeitj. Per DNR kal-
ba — surasSytg j genomus — galime keliauti laiku, tad ir atkurti scenarijus, egzista-
vusius dar gerokai prie$ rasytine istorijg. Svarbiausi Sios mokslo srities elementai
naudojami kaip tyrimy objektas yra DNR sekos variantai, kuriais skiriamés vieni nuo
kity ir kurie batent ir yra paveldimumo ir kitimo Zymenys. Bitent jie — nuo vieno nu-
kleotido varianty iki dideliy chromosominiy struktdriniy skirtumy — leidZia atsekti
tiek fenotipinius pozymius, polinkj ligoms, tiek giminystés rySius.

Paleogenomika i§ esmés pakeité musy supratimg apie evoliucijg ir populiaci-
jas. Si sritis gimé XX a. 7-ajame deSimtmetyje Linus Pauling ir Emile Zuckerkandl
idéjy pagrindu, o véliau jg iSplétojo Svante Paabo su kolegomis. Paleogenomika lei-
dzia rekonstruoti seniai iSnykusiy ar senovéje gyvenusiy rusiy genetine medziaga.
Analizuodami islikusig DNR - i$ kauly, danty, ody, sékly ar net nuosédy - galime
atskleisti Simty ar tukstanciy mety senumo populiacijy genetinj kitima, ir pagal tai
bandyti rekonstruoti sociodemografijg, atskiry zmoniy grupiy istorijas, ar net asme-
nybiy biografijas.

Darbas su senovine DNR - itin sudétingas, nes bégant laikui DNR §ra, trukingja,
kokybiskai kinta, greta nuséda ir kity organizmy DNR, todél atsiranda autentiskos
medZiagos uzterStumas. Siekiant sumazinti tar$g, reikalingos specialios laboratori-
nés salygos ir tyrimo metodai. Tyrimai atliekami tiek jprastose laboratorijose, tiek ir
LSvariose patalpose”, kur tyréjai dirba grieztais protokolais, dévi specialig aprangg ir
ruoSia méginius DNR sekos nuskaitymui efektyviausiu egzistuojanc¢iu budu pasitel-
kiant naujos kartos sekoskaitos technologijg. NuskaiCius DNR sekas, bioinformaci-
niais ir biostatistiniais metodais pasitelkiant galingus skaiCiuojamuosius resursus,
rekonstruojama nepertraukta DNR seka ir jos variantai, jvertinamas autentiSkumas
ir uzterstumo lygis. Naudojant tretinio lygio analizés metodus, atkuriami haplotipai,
lyginami variantai, atliekamas genetinés sandaros profiliavimas (palyginimas), ir net
simuliacijos, modeliavimas, leidziantys atskleisti migracijos, evoliucijos ir prisitaiky-
mo prie aplinkos désningumus.
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Senovinés DNR tyrimai tarsi sujungia archeologija, antropologija, istorija ir lin-
gvistika, padédami suprasti, kaip populiacijos iSsiskyré, maisési ir vystési. Jie pasa-
koja Zmoniy kelione laiku ir erdve, padeda nustatyti genetinius veiksnius, i$ protéviy
paveldétus per kartas, susijusius su islikimu ar ligomis. Galiausiai genetika paveréia
kauly ir dulkiy fragmentus istorijomis apie tapatybe ir rysj. Kiekvienas atradimas
primena, kad praeitis néra prarasta — ji gyva, uzkoduota musy DNR ir aplinkoje, tik
laukianti, kol jg KARTU perskaitysime.
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Genetics - A Tool to Explore the Past

Ingrida Domarkiené, Department of Human and Medical Genetics,
Institute of Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Vilnius University;
Centre for Human Bioarchaeology and Paleogenetics | Translational Health
Research Institute, Faculty of Medicine, Vilnius University

Genetic research provides a unique glimpse into the distant past of humanity.
Through the language of DNA — written in genomes — we can travel in time, and
therefore recreate scenarios that existed long before written history. The most
important elements used as the object of research in this field of science are the
DNA sequence variants that distinguish us from each other and which are precisely
the markers of heredity and change. It is they — from single nucleotide variants to
large chromosomal structural differences — that allow us to trace both phenotypic
traits, predisposition to diseases, and kinship relationships.

Paleogenomics has fundamentally changed our understanding of evolution and
populations. This field was born in the 1960s on the basis of the ideas of Linus Pauling
and Emile Zuckerkandl, and was later developed by Svante Paabo and colleagues.
Paleogenomics allows us to reconstruct the genetic material of species that have
long since disappeared or lived in ancient times. By analyzing preserved DNA — from
bones, teeth, skins, seeds or even sediments — we can reveal the genetic variation
of populations hundreds or thousands of years old, and based on this we can try to
reconstruct sociodemography, the histories of individual human groups, or even the
biographies of individuals.

Working with ancient DNA is extremely complex, because over time DNA
disintegrates, breaks down, changes in quality, and DNA from other organisms also
settles alongside it, resulting in contamination of the authentic material. In order
to reduce contamination, special laboratory conditions and research methods are
required. Research is carried out both in conventional laboratories and in “clean
rooms”, where researchers work according to strict protocols, wear special clothing
and prepare samples for DNA sequence reading in the most efficient way available
using new generation sequencing technology. After reading DNA sequences,
bioinformatic and biostatistical methods, using powerful computational resources,
reconstruct the uninterrupted DNA sequence and its variants, assess authenticity and
the level of contamination. Using tertiary analysis methods, haplotypes are restored,
variants are compared, genetic structure profiling (comparison) is performed, and
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even simulations and modeling are performed, allowing us to reveal the regularities
of migration, evolution and adaptation to the environment.

Ancient DNA studies seem to combine archaeology, anthropology, history and
linguistics, helping to understand how populations diverged, mixed and developed.
They tell the story of people’s journey through time and space, helping to identify
genetic factors inherited from ancestors over generations, related to survival or
disease. Ultimately, genetics turns fragments of bones and dust into stories of
identity and connection. Each discovery reminds us that the past is not lost — it is
alive, encoded in our DNA and environment, just waiting for us to read it TOGETHER.
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Paleoparazitologiniai tyrimai:
meginiy émimo strategija

Emilija Paliulyté, Vilniaus universitetas, Medicinos fakultetas

Zmoniy ir parazity saveika siekia ankstyviausius zmogaus evoliucijos etapus,
kai tam tikros parazity risys buvo paveldétos i$ protéviy, o kitos jgytos migracijy ar
kontakty su kitomis rasimis metu. Parazity paplitima, prisitaikyma ar iSnykima praei-
tyje galéjo lemti daugybé veiksniy, taigi, pasikeitusios aplinkos sglygos, konkrecios
bendruomenés socialiné organizacija, mobilus ar séslus gyvenimo budas, vietiné
fauna ar mitybos jprociai. Butent Siy aplinkos ir gyvenimo budo veiksniy poveikius
suprasti ir tirti padeda paleoparazitologija.

Paleoparazitologija yra tarpdisciplininé archeologijos ir biologijos moksly Saka,
kurios pagrindinis démesys skiriamas parazity kiausinéliy, aptinkamy jvairiuose
archeologiniuose kontekstuose, analizei. Ji suteikia jzvalgy apie praeities bendruo-
meniy mityba, higienos jprocius, infekciniy ligy paplitima ir migracijos modelius.
Pavyzdziui, archeologiniuose Zemés méginiuose dazniausiai aptinkami Zmoginés
askaridés (Ascaris lumbricoides) ir zmoginio plaukagalvio (Trichuris trichiura) kiausi-
néliai, kurie parodo aplinkos uzterStuma Zmoniy iSmatomis; batent Sie parazitai tam-
pa nuoroda j praeities bendruomeniy sanitarines salygas, jy higienos jproc€ius, tiké-
ting pastaty paskirtj ar Zemdirbystés ypatumus. Tuo tarpu Zuvinio (Diphyllobothrium
latum), jautinio (Taenia saginata ) ar kiaulinio (Taenia solium) kaspinuociy kiausi-
néliy aptikimas zmogaus organizme indikuoja apie termiskai neapdorotos Zuvies
ir mésos vartojima bei suteikia jzvalgy apie praeities gyventojy mitybos jprocius,
apeigy ritualus. O musy krastams egzotiniy parazity, tokiy kaip Fasciola hepatica
ir Schistosoma mansoni, kiausinéliy identifikavimas padeda rekonstruoti Zmoniy mi-
gracijy kelius ir infekciniy ligy plitima. Paminéti pavyzdziai téra nedidelé dalis paleo-
parazitologiniy tyrimy aspekty, suteikianciy daugiau duomeny apie praeities Zzmoniy
gyvensenos niuansus.

Lietuvoje paleoparazitologiniy tyrimy galimybés ir jy potenciali nauda rekons-
truojant praeities procesus iki Siol nebuvo detaliai aptarti. PraneSimo metu numatyti
du pagrindiniai tikslai. Pirmasis yra teorinis, kuriuo bus siekiama placiau pristatyti
paleoparazitologija kaip vertingg moksliniy tyrimy sudedamaja dalj, kuri gali suteik-
ti naujos ir naudingos informacijos, atkuriant praeities gyventojy kasdienybe ir jos

émimo strategijos ir jy laikymo salygy.
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Paleoparasitological Analysis:
Sampling Guidelines

Emilija Paliulyté, Vilnius University, Faculty of Medicine

The interaction between humans and parasites dates back to the earliest stages
of human evolution, when certain parasite species were inherited from ancestors,
while others were acquired during migrations or contacts with other species.
The prevalence, adaptation or extinction of parasites in the past could have been
determined by many factors, such as changing environmental conditions, the social
organization of a particular community, mobile or sedentary lifestyle, local fauna or
dietary habits. It is precisely the effects of these environmental and lifestyle factors
that paleoparasitology helps to understand and study.

Paleoparasitology is an interdisciplinary branch of archaeology and biology, which
focuses on the analysis of parasite eggs found in various archaeological contexts.
It provides insights into the diet, hygiene habits, prevalence of infectious diseases
and migration patterns of past communities. For example, in archaeological soil
samples, eggs of the human roundworm (Ascaris lumbricoides) and the human
whipworm (Trichuris trichiura) are most often found, which indicate environmental
contamination with human feces; these parasites become a reference to the
sanitary conditions of past communities, their hygiene habits, the likely purpose of
buildings or agricultural characteristics. Meanwhile, the detection of eggs of fish
(Diphyllobothrium latum), beef (Taenia saginata) or pork (Taenia solium) tapeworms in
the human body indicates the consumption of uncooked fish and meat and provides
insights into the dietary habits and ceremonial rituals of past inhabitants. And the
identification of eggs of parasites exotic to our region, such as Fasciola hepatica and
Schistosoma mansoni, helps to reconstruct human migration routes and the spread
of infectious diseases. The above examples are only a small part of the aspects
of paleoparasitological research, which provide more data on the nuances of past
human lifestyles.

In Lithuania, the possibilities of paleoparasitological research and their potential
benefits in reconstructing past processes have not been discussed in detail so far.
The presentation has two main goals. The first is theoretical, which will aim to more
broadly present paleoparasitology as a valuable component of scientific research
that can provide new and useful information in reconstructing the everyday life
of past inhabitants and its challenges. The second is technical, providing basic
guidelines for soil sampling strategies and storage conditions.
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Niekinti ar apsisaugoti?
Ardanciyjy medziagy naudojimo
laidojant ir uzkasant palaikus
cheminiai tyrimai

Matas Vaitkus, Vilniaus universitetas, Chemijos ir geomoksly fakultetas
Angela Mollica Nardo, Vilniaus universitetas, Gyvybés moksly centras
Dovydas Karoblis, Vilniaus universitetas, Chemijos ir geomoksly fakultetas
Jovita Kadikinaité, Vilniaus universitetas, Istorijos fakultetas

Atliekant XX a. palaiky antropologinius tyrimus daznai aptinkami kiinai, padeng-
ti neaiskios kilmés nuosédomis ar milteliais. Tokios nuosédos registruotos tiriant
lietuviy partizany ir Armijos Krajovos kariy palaikus. Be detalesniy laboratoriniy
tyrimy Sios medziagos daznai laikytos kalkiy nuosédomis, o jy naudojimas sietas
su nepagarba zuvusiesiems ar bandymu paslépti palaikus. Vis délto, kai panasSios
nuosédos buvo aptiktos ir kituose kontekstuose — XIX a. kapuose bei pagarbiuose
laidojimuose — ankstesnémis prielaidomis buvo suabejota ir pradéti rinkti méginiai
detalesniems laboratoriniams tyrimams.

Siekiant nustatyti Siy nuosédy kilme, atliktas pilotinis tyrimas, kuriame trijy skirtin-
gy konteksty méginiai analizuoti skenuojanciu elektroniniu mikroskopu ir energijos
dispersinés rentgeno spinduliy spektroskopijos (SEM-EDX) metodu. Tyrimo rezulta-
tai atskleidé kompleksiskesne éminiy chemine sudétj: be kalcio, aptikta jodo, aliumi-
nio ir magnio sulfaty — elementy, budingy dezinfekciniy medziagy ir trgsy sudéciai.

Gauti duomenys parodé, kad skirtingos medziagos ir aplinkybés gali lemti vizua-
liai identiskai atrodanciy nuosédy susidaryma ant palaiky. Tolesni cheminiai, geo-
loginiai ir istoriniai tyrimai butini siekiant atkurti aplinkos veiksnius bei zmogaus
veiklos pédsakus, nulemiancius Siy nuosédy formavimasi jvairiuose kontekstuose.
Sie tyrimai tesiami Vilniaus universiteto Mokslo skatinimo fondo finansuojamame
tarpdisciplininiame projekte ,Cheminiy medziagy panaudojimas XIX-XX a. epidemi-
jy ir konflikty auky laidojime”. Pranesimo tikslas — pristatyti projekto pilotinio tyrimo
rezultatus ir jy analize, metodinius sprendimus bei ateities planus, siekiant iSsamiau
atskleisti cheminiy medziagy naudojimo bei aplinkos poveikio ypatumus laidojant ar
uzkasant palaikus XIX-XX amziuje.
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To Destroy or to Self-Protect?

Chemical Studies on the Use of Destructive
Materials for Burying and Disposing

of Human Remains

Matas Vaitkus, Vilnius University, Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences
Angela Mollica Nardo, Vilnius University, Life Sciences Center

Dovydas Karoblis, Vilnius University, Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences
Jovita Kadikinaité, Vilnius University, Faculty of History

During anthropological research of 20" century remains, bodies with deposits
or powders of unclear origin are often found. Such deposits have been recorded
during the study of the remains of Lithuanian partisans and Home Army soldiers.
Without more detailed laboratory research, these materials were often considered to
be lime deposits, and their use was associated with disrespect for the deceased or
an attempt to hide the remains. However, when similar deposits were discovered in
other contexts — in 19 century graves and respectful burials — previous assumptions
were questioned and samples were collected for more detailed laboratory studies.

In order to determine the origin of these deposits, a pilot research was conducted,
in which samples from three different contexts were analyzed using a scanning
electron microscope and energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (SEM-EDX). The
results of the study revealed a more complex chemical composition of the samples: in
addition to calcium, also iodine, aluminum and magnesium sulfates were detected —
elements characteristic of the composition of disinfectants and fertilizers.

The data obtained showed that different materials and circumstances can lead
to the formation of visually identical deposits on the remains. Further chemical,
geological and historical studies are necessary to restore environmental factors
and traces of human activity that determine the formation of these deposits in
various contexts. These studies are continued in the interdisciplinary project “Use
of Chemicals in the Burial of Victims of Epidemics and Conflicts of the 19t-20t%
centuries” funded by the Vilnius University Science Promotion Fund. The aim of
the report is to present the results of the pilot research of the project and their
analysis, methodological solutions and future plans, in order to more fully reveal the
peculiarities of the use of chemicals and the environmental impact during the burial
or interment of human remains in the 19*"-20%" centuries.
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