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ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANALOGY 
 
analogy |әˈnalәdʒi| 
noun (pl. analogies) 
a comparison between one thing and another, typically for the purpose of explanation or 
clarification 
 
The use of analogies in archaeological interpretation and explanation is extensive and has varied 
from direct historical analogies or ethnographic analogies to formal or processual analogies. It can 
even be argued that, without the use of comparative analogies, much of archaeological knowledge, 
in the broadest sense of the term, would not even be possible. But analogies have not always been 
favoured uncritically in archaeology. While some have seen analogies as nomothetic or middle-
range theories that connect the past with the present, others have deemed analogies futile, arguing 
that they have no explanatory power whatsoever. A more recent approach (Rodríguez-Alegría 
2016), on the other hand, favours analogies for their speculative rather than explanatory powers. In 
this setting, analogies can be seen simply as ‘food for the archaeological imagination’ and scientific 
creativity (David and Kramer 2001). 
 
We ask, what is the role and relevance of different types of analogies in archaeology today; how do 
we compare and mix multiple lines of evidence in the production of new archaeological 
knowledge? We welcome a wide variety of approaches to the use of analogies in the interpretation 
and explanation of the archaeological record. Topics might include, but are not restricted to, for 
example: 

 Historical, theoretical, and/or philosophical approaches to the use of analogies in 
archaeological reasoning  

 Analogies in combining multiple lines of evidence  
 Analogies and archaeology as multi-/interdisciplinary  
 Historical sources, archaeological record, and analogy  
 Evaluation and selection of competing analogies in light of the archaeological data  
 Analogies in interpretation of art in ritual and cosmological contexts  
 Case-studies on the use of archaeological and/or modern analogies  
 Use of analogies in finds analysis and artefact typology  
 Analogies as explanations for short-term and/or long-term cultural change  
 Temporal and spatial distance and analogies  
 Exact data and ambiguous analogies - relevance of analogies for natural scientific 

methods in archaeology  
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Presenting your research 
 
Participants are encouraged to present a paper or poster. The proposed length for each paper 
presentation is 20 minutes, including discussion. Posters will also be presented by their authors. 
Each poster presentation should be 5–10 minutes in length. Please send your poster or paper 



proposal (title + abstract, no more than 250 words) with name, email, and affiliation directly to the 
seminar secretary (marko.marila@helsinki.fi) by Friday 30 June, 2017. 
 
Practicalities 
 
The seminar will be held at the Tvärminne zoological station in Hanko (http://saari-
web.it.helsinki.fi/english/index.htm). The location of the zoological station is remote yet idyllic. 
Please also note that the Finnish weather may be quite cold in November and December. After the 
scientific program in Hanko, seminar participants will have the chance to visit the newly renovated 
prehistory exhibition (opening in April, 2017) at the National Museum of Finland in Helsinki. 
 
In keeping with the BASE tradition, transportation from Helsinki to Tvärminne and back, as well as 
accommodation costs at the station are covered by the organising institute. There is no registration 
fee for the seminar. 
 
On behalf of the eighth BASE seminar, 
 
Mika Lavento (professor, University of Helsinki) 
Kristiina Mannermaa (docent, University of Helsinki) 
Anna Wessman (university lecturer, University of Helsinki) 
Marja Ahola (doctoral student, University of Helsinki) 
Marko Marila (doctoral student, University of Helsinki) 
 
Preliminary seminar program 
 
Thursday 30.11.2017 
11.00–13.00 Transportation from Helsinki to Tvärminne 
13.00–14.00 Check in followed by coffee and snacks 
14.00–15.00 Keynote lecture (TBA) 
15.00–16.00 Poster session 
16.00–17.00 Paper session I (3 papers) 
17.00–18.00 Dinner 
 
Friday 1.12.2017 
08.00–09.00 Breakfast 
09.00–12.00 Paper session II (9 papers) 
12.00–13.00 Lunch 
13.00–14.20 Paper session III (4 papers) 
14.20–14.40 Coffee 
14.40–16.40 Paper session IV (6 papers) 
16.40–17.30 Dinner 
18.00–19.30 Women’s sauna 
19.30–21.00 Men’s sauna 
21.00–00.00 Social evening with snacks and refreshments 
 
Saturday 2.12.2017 
08.00–09.00 Breakfast 
09.00–09.30 Check out 
09.30–11.30 Transportation from Tvärminne to Helsinki 



11.30–12.30 Guided tour of the new prehistory exhibition at the National Museum of Finland (no 
admission fees) 
12.30–13.30 Lunch 
13.30–14.00 BASE biennial meeting and goodbyes at the National Museum. The National Museum 
will be open until 18.00. 
 


