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PRATARME

Piliakalniai — unikalas gynybiniai jtvirtinimai, naudoti beveik visoje Europoje. Lietuvoje jie
issilaike ilgiausiai (iki XV a. pradzios), todél galima laikyti isskirtiniu Lietuvos archeologiniu
paveldu. Siandien piliakalniai jau yra krasto istorijos liudininkai, turi moksling, pazinting,
rekreacing verte, praturtina Lietuvos krastovaizdj. Piliakalnio kalva kartu su $§laitais bei papédés
gyvenviete saugo valstybé. Kultaros paveldo departamento duomenimis, Lietuvoje saugomi 754
piliakalniai, 19 i§ jy Alytaus rajone, 2 Alytaus mieste. Dar 7 numanomos kalvos nejtrauktos {
Nekilnojamuyjy kultaros vertybiy registra.

Alytaus krastotyros muziejaus parengtos parodos it katalogo ,,Musy protéviy dvasia“ tikslas —
supazindinti su piliakalniais, esanciais Alytaus rajone ir mieste, atkreipti démesj ne tik i jy kultarinj
unikaluma, bet ir priminti piliakalniy prieziuros, issaugojimo bei informacijos apie juos sklaidos
butinybe.

Kataloga sudaro dvi dalys. Pirmoje dalyje glaustai apzvelgiama piliakalniy raida, jy Siandieniné
buklé, archeologiniai kasinéjimai bei islikusi Zodiné informacija. Antroje dalyje pateikiamos
piliakalniy fotografijos, legendos, amzius, jeigu yra, dar ir Zemélapis, nurodantis kaip i§ Alytaus
pasiekti norima piliakalnj. Fotografijos padeda atskleisti piliakalniy fizing kaita amziy bégyje bei
siandien matoma jy vaizda i$ jvairiy pusiy.

Rengiant informacing medziaga, daugiausia naudotasi leidiniais apie Uznemunés piliakalnius:
Petro Tarasenkos ,,Uznemunés krasto piliakalniai® (Vilnius, 1997) bei Prano Kulikausko
»Uznemuneés piliakalniai I — XIIT amziuje (Vilnius, 1982), taip pat Gintauto Zabielos 1995 m.
leista monografija ,,Lietuvos medinés pilys®, Lietuvos piliakalniy atlaso I tomu (2005 m.,
sudarytojai — Zenonas Baubonis ir Gintautas Zabiela), archeologiniy kasinéjimy ataskaitomis is
Alytaus krastotyros muziejaus. Pats seniausias panaudotas $altinis — 1909 m. Juozapo Radziukyno
youvalky rédybos piliakalniai®. Didzioji dalis legendy paimtos i§ Valstybinés archeologinés
komisijos medziagos (XX a. 4-tas desimtmetis) bei 2009 m. vasarg Alytaus krastotyros muziejaus
organizuotoje ekspedicijoje surinkty duomeny.

Rengiant kataloga, panaudotos fotografijos i§ Druskininky miesto muziejaus rinkiniy, Birutés
Malaskeviciatés asmeniniy archyvy, Lietuvos piliakalniy atlaso, Valstybinés archeologinés
komisijos medziagos bei Alytaus krastotyros muziejuje saugomos fotodokumentikos, kuria
paruosé Artaras Balciunas, Gintaré Markeviciené, Galina Tamosiuniené, Vilma Jenciulyte.

Paroda parengti padéjo Kultaros paveldo departamentas. Katalogas ileistas asociacijos
Dziiky kultiiros draugé ir Alytaus rajono savivaldybés lésomis. Ypatingai dékoju kolegoms —istorikui
Artarui Balc¢itnui bei dailininkei Gintarei Markevicienei, padéjusiems jgyvendinti §j projekta,
muziejaus direktorei Audronei Jakunskienei, korektorei Vilijai Markauskienei. Taip pat dékoju
visiems, prisidéjusiems prie $io sumanymo.

Viilma Jencinlyte




PILIAKALNIU RAIDA
Ankstyvieji piliakalniai. Braksniuotosios keramikos kultara. Ankstyvasis
gelezZies amZius (Va. pr. Kr.—1Ta.)

Naujajame bronzos amziuje (XI— VI a. pr. Kr.) gyventojai pradeda kurtis aukstesnése vietose,
dazniausiai jsirengia jtvirtintas gyvenvietes-piliakalnius. I takst. pr. Kr. Lietuvoje jau buvo
apgyvendinty vietoviy arba atskiry jtvirtinimy, kuriuos galime laikyti ankstyvaisiais piliakalniais.
Ankstyvujy piliakalniy raidai jtakos turéjo Braksniuotosios keramikos kultara. Juose arba prie ju
prisisliejusiose papédés gyvenvietése aptinkama Sios kultaros puody Sukiy, kuriy pavirsius
lygintas Zolés gnitztémis, todél padengtas jvairiais ibrézimais. Si kultara susiformavo Ryty
Lietuvoje, Pietinéje Latvijoje bei Pietvakarinéje Baltarusijoje I — I takst. pr. Kr. ir gyvavo iki IT a.
po K. Jai budinga platus akmens, medzio, kaulo naudojimas buityje, vyrauja gyvulininkyste,
i§plite nuolatinio apgyvendinimo rajonai. Zinoma, bronza ar gelezis pla¢iau naudota tik kultaros
egzistavimo pabaigoje. Didelé Sios kultaros jtaka aplinkinéms teritorijoms. Dél jos poveikio

piliakalniai atsiranda Piety ir centrinéje Lietuvoje, o keramikos bruksniavimas pasické net Vakary

Ankstyvyjn  piliakalniy paplitimas:
1 — Braksninotosios keramikos kultiros
Dpiliakalnin paplitimas 1 tiakstantmelio pr. Kr.
viduryje, 2 — akmeniniy itvirtinimy paplitimas 1
tikstantmetyje  pr. Kr, 3 — BriksSninotosios
keramikos kultiros plitimas ankstyvajame gelezies

amginje, 4 — ankstyvyiy Vakary Lietuvos

tvirtinimy - plitimas  senajame  gelesies  amsinge.
1 nuoroda |  Distribution of early monnds:
1= Ocenrrence of mounds of Lined Ceramics Culture in the middle of the 1" millenninm BC, 2 — Distribution
of stone reinforcements in the 1° millenninm BC, 3 — Spread of Lined Ceramics Culture in the Early Tron Age,
4— Spread of early Western Lithuania reinforcements in the Old Iron Age. Reference 1

Ankstyvajame gelezies amziuje piliakalniy aikstelése, nors ir padrikai uzstatytose, pastatai
pradedami traukti prie stiprinamuyjy jtvirtinimy. Pradeda formuotis ilgieji pastatai — galinémis
sienomis vienas prie kito prisliety statiniy eilé, juosianti aikstele.

Kadangi Sios kultaros piliakalniai mazai tyrinéti, yra sunku kalbéti apie juy tikslesne
chronologija ar kultarinj priklausyma. Pagal randamus jtvirtinimus galima isskirti keleta braks-

niuotosios keramikos piliakalniy tipy, kurie ir chronologiniu, ir funkciniu poziariu yra skirtingi:




I. Nedideli piliakalniai jrengti kalvy virSunése, be rys$kiau isSreik$ty jtvirtinimuy.
Papédziy gyvenvieciy neaptikta. Iki $iol beveik netyrineéti.

II. Nemazomis (40 — 80 m) pailgomis, keturkampémis ar ovaliomis aikstelémis, be zymesniy
itvirtinimy, stambesniy bendruomeniy gyvenamosios vietos. [tvirtinimai — tai
dvigubos medinés tvoros aikstelés pakrasciuvose. Ilgiau gyvave issiskiria storesniu kulttriniu
sluoksniu, kuris kartais pridengtas vélesniy epochy palikimu.

III. Stakso tiek kalvy virsuneése, tiek ir kranty kysuliuose. 30 — 80 m dydzio, daugiausiai
keturkampémis aikstelémis, krastuose sutvirtinti pylimais. Neretai turi papildomy jtvirtinimy
linijas, paprastai virtusias terasomis. Bene geriausiai iStyrinéti bruks$niuotosios kulttros
piliakalniai, naudoti gana ilgg laika, jtvirtinimai rekonstruoti ir plésti. Isgyveno kultaros zlugimo
laikus, gyvavo iki I takst. vidurio. Papédése nemazos gyvenvietés.

IV. Irengti nedideliy kalvy virsanése, mazi, su 20 m skersmens aikstelémis, apjuosti 2 — 3
itvirtinimy ziedais. Piliakalniai netyrinéti, aiskesniy papedziy gyvenviec¢iy neturi.

V. Labai negausi piliakalniy rasis. Didziuliai 0,5 — 3 ha piliakalniai gyvenvietés, turintys tiktai
nataralius jtvirtinimus: stacius slaitus, papédéje juosiamus vandens. Dalis tokiy piliakalniy jrengta
atskirose kalvose, turinciose vidutinio statumo $laitus. Tai tiesiog didziulés silpnai jtvirtintos
gyvenvietés.

Tiek $Sie piliakalniai, tiek ir gausios Bruksniuotosios keramikos kultaros gyvenvietés lieka
beveik netyrinéta sritis. Lietuvoje placiausiai tirta Norkuny piliakalnio papédés gyvenvieté parode,

kad joje Zzmonés gyveno tik pirmaisiais amziais po Kristaus.

Pastatai Norkiny piliakalnio aiksteléje. 1nuoroda | Buildings on the grounds of Norkinai mound.
Reference 1
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Is Alytaus rajone esanciy piliakalniy ryskiausiu Bruksniuotosios keramikos kultaros
pavyzdziu laikytinas Einoroniy piliakalnis. Jo aiksteléje aptikta bruksniuotosios keramikos,
titnaginiy dirbiniy. Piliakalnis datuojamas I takst. pr. Kr. —I takst. pradzia.

Pagal piliakalniy datavima ir
radinius papédés gyvenvietése
Bruksniuotosios keramikos
kultaros jtakai buty galima
priskirti ir daugiau piliakalniy.
Taciau neatlikus detalesniu
tyrinéjimy, tai daryti buty kiek
neatsakinga. Tuo labiau, kad

dauguma papédziy gyvenvieciy

T yra susikurusios anksciau uz
Einoroni piliakalnis | Einoronys mound i Al
Early mounds Culture of Line Ceramics Early Iron Age
(5" cent. BC—1" cent. AD)

In the New Bronze Age (1 1"~ 6" cent. BC) people started settling in higher places and usually
built reinforced settlements-mounds. In the 1" millennium BC there already were inhabited places
in Lithuania, or separate fortifications which can be considered as early mounds. The
development of the early mounds was influenced by the culture of Lined Ceramics. Pot splinters
from this culture can be found in mounds or hill-base settlements situated nearby the mounds.
The surface of this kind of ceramics is covered with different scratches due to smoothing it with
grass wisps. This culture of ceramics was formed in Eastern Lithuania, Southern Latvia and
South-Fast Belarus in the 2" — 1" millennium BC and survived till the 2™ cent. AD. Its peculiar
features are: wide use of stone, wood and bones in household activities; cattle breeding as the
main people's activity; and stable populated areas. Certainly, bronze and iron were used more
widely only at the end of the existence of this culture. This culture had a big influence on the
surrounding territories. Due to this influence, mounds appeared in Southern and Central
Lithuania, while the method of makinglined ceramics reached even the West of Lithuania.

In the early Iron Age, scattered buildings on the mound grounds were moved to the
reinforcement constructions, and long constructions started being formed: these included a row
of buildings connected by their back walls lining the site of the mound.

As very little research has been done about the mounds of this culture, it is difficult to speak



about more exact chronology of mounds or their belonging to a certain culture. According to the
found fortifications, it is possible to distinguish only several mounds of the Lined Ceramics type
which differ both according to their chronological and functional attitude:

1. Small mounds at tops of hills without distinct reinforcements, hill-base settlements are not
found. These mounds have hardly been investigated so far.

II. Mounds with quite large (40 — 80 m) oblong, square or oval sites, without noticeable
fortifications, settlements of larger residential communities. The fortifications consist of double
wooden fences at the edges of the site. The mounds that existed longer with a thicker cultural layer
are covered with heritage of later epochs.

III. Mounds arranged both at hill tops and headlands, 30 — 80 m length with square sites, the
edges of which are reinforced with causeys. They often have additional fortification lines, usually
turned into terraces. The mounds of the Lined Ceramics Culture are best researched. They were
used for long time, and their fortifications were reconstructed and expanded. They survived
through the times of culture downfall and existed till the middle of the 1" millennium. Their hill-
base settlements are quite large.

IV. Mounds established at the tops of small hills, small, with 20 metre diameter sites,
surrounded by 2 — 3 fortification rings. These mounds have not been researched so far, and they
do nothave clear mound-base settlements.

V. A very small kind of mounds: huge mounds-settlements with 0,5 — 3 hectares area, only
with natural fortifications: steep slopes, surrounded by water at the hill-base. A part of such
mounds were arranged on separate hills which had medium steep slopes. These are large
settlements with weak fortifications. These mounds and numerous settlements of the Lined
Ceramics Culture remain among barely investigated ones. The hill-base settlement of Norkanai
mound has been researched most thoroughly in Lithuania. The findings show that people lived
there only during the firstages AD.

Einoronys mound is considered to be the most distinct sample of the Lined Ceramics Culture
in Alytus region. On the grounds of the mound, works of lined ceramics and flint have been
found. The mound dates back to the 1" millennium BC the beginning of the 1" millennium AD.

According to the mound dating and findings in the hill-base settlements, more mounds could
be ascribed to the influence of the Lined Ceramics Culture. However, without making more
detailed investigations, it would be irresponsible to do it, as most hill-side settlements were

established eatlier than the mounds.




1 lentelé. Alytaus miesto it rajono piliakalniy amzius / Table 1. Age of Mounds

1 takst.
pr. Kr.
1" millennium
BC

I takst. pradzia
Beginning
of the 1"mille-
nnium AD

I takst. vidurys
Middle of the
1" millennium

AD

I takst. pabaiga
End of the
1" millennium

AD

II takst. pradzia
Beginning of
the 2™
millennium AD

Alytus

Aniskis

Atesninkai

Bambininkai

Bazorai

Daugai

Dirmiskes

Einoronys

Geruliai

Giluiciai

Kaukai-Obelyté

Kristapiskes

Kruzitnai

Laukininkai

Margarava

Nemunaitis

Obelija

Papéciai

Piliakalnis

Pivasitnai

Pocitniskés

Poteronys

Punia

Radzitnai

Rumbonys

Zaramciskiai

Zilvia




Senasis (I — VI a.) ir vidurinysis (V — IX a.) geleZies amZiai.
Grublétair gludinta keramika
Mazdaug ties II —I1II a. riba, sunykus Braksniuotosios keramikos kultarai, Lietuvoje pasikeité
apgyvendinimo struktira, o kartu pakito ir viso krasto kultara. Nuo I takst. pradzios budinga
kitokia —grubléta ir gludinta keramika.
Gludintas puodas is Dirmiskin. 1 nuoroda | Polished pot from
Dirmiskeés. Reference 1

Tuo laikotarpiu dalis ankstyvuju piliakalniy apleidziami,
kituose dar gyvenama. Alytaus rajone apleidziamas Einoroniy
piliakalnis. Kurie piliakalniai naudojami toliau, sunku nusakyti.

Kadangi truksta nuosekliy tyrinéjimy, todeél reiskiniai gali buti

vertinami iSkreiptai ir nenuosekliai. Aisku viena — Alytaus

rajone esancius piliakalnius tai palieté dar senajame gelezies
amziuje.

e I takst. pirmoje puséje piliakalniai atsiranda aukstumos kysuliuose — tai vadinamieji krantinio
tipo piliakalniai. Nemuno vidurupyje isikuria stambios nejtvirtintos gyvenvietes (Balkasodziai,
Krikstonys, Baksiai).

Dabartinés Lietuvos teritorijoje piliakalniy skaicius sumazéja, taciau ju jtvirtinimai pradedami
stiprinti: aukstinami pylimai, statinami slaitai, formuojami visi pagrindiniai gynybiniai elementai.
Pylimy sluoksniuose aptinkamos sudegusiu gynybiniy uztvary lieckanos. Tai liudija prasidéjusius
neramius laikus.

Paaiskinti tokia ankstesnés kultaros permaing vien tik vidiniais reiskiniais nejmanoma. Taciau
negincijamas artimesniy ir tolimesniy kaimyny poveikis.

IT a. paskutiniajame ketvirtyje i§ Vyslos zemupio Juodosios jaros pakranciy link pajudéjo
gotai, 0 paskui juos gepidai.

Lietuva tanty kraustymosi laikotarpin: 1 — goty
pastimety - genciy  judéjimas I a. (pirmoji  tanty
kranstymosi banga), 2 — akacijy (?) $igiai V" a. pirmojoje
puséje suirus buny valstybei (antroji banga), 3 — gentin
Judéjimas V" a. antrojoje puséje suirus huny valstybei (trecioji
banga), 4 — lietuviy genin pasislhinkimas § séliy Zemse

Vla., 5 — vikingy Zygin kryptis IX a. viduryje, 6 — vikingy

itakgje VIII — IX a. buvusios teritorijos. 1 nuoroda |




The Nations movement period in Lithuania: 1— movement of tribes pushed by the Goths 34 cent. The first wave of
Nations movement). 2 — acacia (?) marches in the first half of the 5% cent. after decline of Huns state (the second
wave), 3 — movement of tribes in the second half of the 5% cent. (third wave), 4 — movement of Lithuanian tribes to
Selonian land 6% cent., 5 — direction of 1 iking marches in the middle of the 9% cent., 6 — territories under the
Vikinginfluence 8%— 9% cent. Reference 1

Si kraustymosi banga ir bus itakojusi Brak$niuotosios keramikos kultGros sunykima. Tai i
dabartinés Siaures Ryty Lenkijos teritorijos pastumtos balty gentys. Ateiviai labiausiai jsitvirtino
Uznemunéje bei Nemuno —Neries tarpupyije. Su ju pasirodymu reikty sieti jotvingiy, kaip genties,
susidaryma. [ apgyvendintas teritorijas buvo atsinestas ir paprotys laidoti pilkapiuose. [ Siaure nuo
Neries jie sudaré tiktai dali gyventojy ir su laiku buvo asimiliuoti.

Antroji ir trecioji kraustymosi bangos, Lietuva pasickusios V a. pirmoje ir antroje puséje,
nesukelé jokiy genciy judéjimo. Tai buvo vienas didelis ar keli mazesni klajokliy genciy reidai
dabartine Lietuvos teritorija, primenantys 1236 — 1242 m. mongoly zygj i Vakary Europa. Ryty ir
Piety Lietuvos piliakalniuose §j laikotarpj zenklina ryskas gaisravieciy pédsakai, pylimuose palikti
klajokliy stréliy antgaliai.

Neramds I1T - V a. laikai sukiiré salygas atsirasti sléptuvinio tipo piliakalniams. Si ju funkcija
isliko iki istoriniy laiky. Piliakalniai-sléptuvés yra dviejy rasiy. Pirmieji yra nataralios kalvos be
didesniy zemes jtvirtinimy. Juose pagrindiniai jtvirtinimai buvo medinés tvoros ar sienos, o patys
piliakalniai staksojo nuosaliau nuo gyvenvieciy. Antroji piliakalniy-sléptuviy rasis yra pylimais ir
grioviais jtvirtinti piliakalniai su nedidelémis aikstelémis. Tokia vélyvoji vieno ar keliy kaimy

sleptuve yra XIV a. Sukioniy (Kédainiy raj.) piliakalnis. Galima tiktai spélioti, ar Alytaus rajone

buvo panasios paskirties piliakalniy.

Sukionin  piliakalnis is pietvakariy  pusés.
1956 m. S. Daunio nuotramka. 2 nuoroda |
Sukionys mound from South-West side. Photograph by
8. Daunys. Reference 2

Apie I tokst. vidurj Piety Lietuvoje
atsiranda miniatiariniai piliakalniai su pylimu
apjuostomis 10 — 15 m. skersmens aikstelémis,

staciais Slaitais ir didelémis (iki 6 ha) papédes

gyvenvietémis.
Isskiriamos kelios miniatiariniy piliakalniy grupés. Pirmoji grupé — nedideli (iki

300 kv. m ploto aikstelés), stipriai jtvirtinti (pylimai iki 5 m aukscio). Tikraisiais miniatiariniais




piliakalniais laikomi tokie, kuriy pylimais stipriai
{tvirtinty aiksteliy plotas nevirsija 200 kv. m. Tokie
piliakalniai susitelk¢ Nemuno vidurupyje, o kitoms
vietovems nebudingi.

Miniatinriniy piliakalniy paplitimas: 1 — tikrigi
miniatiiriniai piliakalniai, 2 — balnakalniai, 3 — smulkiis
krantinio tipo piliakalniai. 1 nuoroda | Distribution of
miniature mounds: 1 — real miniature mounds, 2 — saddle-
mounds, 3— small mounds on river banfks. Reference 1

Kaip parodeé keliy tokiy piliakalniy tyrinéjimai,
lygesnése vietose jie kone istisai supilti. Alytaus
rajone miniatitriniy piliakalniy tipui priskiriami
Bambininky, Dirmiskiy, Geruliy, Giluiéiy,
Poteroniy, Rumboniy piliakalniai.

Manoma, kad juose buvo jrengtos ben-
druomenés vyresniyjy sodybos ar sléptuveés,
besiformuojanciy didziany pilaités. Juy kultariniai
sluoksniai neturtingi radiniy. Daugiausiai aptikta
mediniy jtvirtinimy liekany. XIIT a. dauguma ant
siy piliakalniy stovéjusiy piliy sunyko, buvo
apleistos paciuy gynéju arba sunaikintos uzpuolimy
metu. Tai galéjo buti susieta su Lietuvos valstybés
karimusi, kariniy konflikty lydimais niokojimais.
Toks pavyzdys Alytaus rajone gali bati Rumboniy
piliakalnis.

I takst. vidury pradéjo issiskirti atskiry Lietuvos
sriciy piliakalniai. Tai susije su skirtingomis
istorinémis bei gamtinémis salygomis, kuriose
formavosi ¢ia gyvenusios gentys, zinomos i§ II
takst. pradzios istorijos Saltiniy.

Pietvakariy Lietuvoje (Uznemunéje), Siaurés
Ryty Lenkijoje bei Siaurés Vakary Baltarusijoje gana

placioje teritorijoje gyveno jotvingiai. Tai buta

/ Geruliai mound




stipraus genciy junginio. Siandieninéje Lietuvos teritorijoje grei¢iausiai gyveno viena ar dvi gentys,
zinomos suduviy ar dainaviy vardais. Jotvingiy piliakalniai neblogai, nors ir netolygiai, iStyrinéti
visose $alyse. Lietuvoje jy kasinéta 10, i§ kuriy daugiausia medziagos pateiké Kauky piliakalniy
komplekso tyrimai. Dar pora vélyvy (II takst. pradzios) jotvingiu piliakalniy kasinéta Lenkijoje,
visai greta Lietuvos (Eglyné, Siurpiliai). Dazniausiai jie jrengti atskirose kalvose, kur aikstele i§ visy
pusiy juosia iki 5 m auks$cio pylimai (Rudamina, Paveisininkai - Lazdijy raj.). Taciau yra jrengty ir
upiy kysuliuose. Sie piliakalniai t. p. turi panasius
ftvirtinimus (Lakinskai — Marijampolés raj.). Jotvin-
giams budingi ir supilti piliakalniai, esantys
lygesnése vietos (Paslavantys — Prienu raj.,
Sakaligkiai, Varnupiai — Marijampolés raj.).
Piliakalniai i$siskiria staciais Slaitais, siekianciais iki
10 m. Ne vieno jotvingiy piliakalnio X — XII a.
kultariniame sluoksnyje aptinkama aiskiy
uzpuolimo pédsaky, pasibaigusiy cia stovéjusiy
piliy sunaikinimu (Kaukai — Alytaus raj.,
Kumelionys — Martijampolés taj.). Po piliy

. nuniokojimo jos vél badavo atstatomos, tik dar
0 il P

ey g e

labiau sustiprindavo jtvirtinimus, pastatindavo
slaitus. Aikstelése pastatai dazniausiai stovédavo
palei jos krastus $alia pylimu. Salia piliakalniy yra
Alytans piliakalnis/ Abytus mound nemazos (net iki 8 ha) papédés gyvenvietés.
Daugumg Alytaus rajone esanciy piliakalniy galima priskirti jotvingiams. Tai jau minéti
Bambininky, Dirmiskiy, Geruliy, Giluiciy, Poteroniy, Rumboniy, Kauky piliakalniai bei Aniskio,
Alytaus, Margaravos, Radzianuy, Zilvios, Obelijos, Kruziany piliakalniai.

OldIron Age (1"~ 6" cent.)—Middle Iron Ages (5"~ 9" cent.).
Rugged and Polished Ceramics
Approximately at the boundary of the g g¢ cent., after the decay of the Lined Ceramics
culture, the structure of settlement changed in Lithuania as well as the culture of the whole land.
Starting with the beginning of the 1" millennium other kinds of ceramics rugged and polished
prevail.

Some of the early mounds were vacated while people still lived on others. In Alytus region




~ Einoronys mound was vacated. Itis difficult to determine which mounds were used further. No
detailed research has been performed yet; therefore, the data may be distorted and inconsistent.
However, one thing is sure: this phenomenon touched the mounds of Alytus region in the Old
Iron Age.

In the first half of the 1" millennium, mounds started appearing on headlands. These mounds
were called 'bank mounds'. Large non-reinforced settlements appeared in the midstream of the
Nemunas. (Balkasodziai, Krikstonys, Baksiai).

Although, during this period, the number of mounds was reduced under the general context
of Lithuania, their fortifications started developing in the direction of strengthening: causeys
were heightened, slopes were made steeper, all major defence elements were built. Remains of
burnt defence walls are found in the layers of the mounds, which witness the beginning of
troublesome times.

It is impossible to explain such a cultural change only by inner phenomena. However, an
- impactof more distant neighbours can not be denied.

In thelast quarter of the ot century Goths and later Gepids moved from the lower reaches of
the Wisla towards the Black Sea shores.

That wave of Nation Movement influenced the decay of the Lined Ceramics Culture. The
- new-comers were the Baltic tribes pushed from the territory of the present northeast Poland.
Most new-comers settled in the territory on the left bank of the river Nemunas and between the
tivers Nemunas and Neris. Their coming might have influenced the formation of the Jotvingiai
tribe. New-comers brought a custom to bury people in barrows. However, these new-settlers
made onlya partof thelocal inhabitants and were gradually assimilated.

The second and third Nations Movement wave, which reached Lithuania at the first and
second halves of the 5t century, did not provoke any tribal movements. There was one bigger and
~ several smaller raids of nomad tribes into the present territory of Lithuania that reminded of the
- Mongol March of 1236 —1242 to Western Europe. This period is traced in the mounds of East
and South Lithuania by distinct remains of burns and arrow tips leftin the causeys by the nomads.

The troublesome times of the 3* — 5" centuries created conditions for appearance of shelter
type mounds. This functions of mounds remained till the Historic Times. Mounds-shelters are of
two types. The first type includes natural hills without any larger earth causeys. Their main
fortifications were wooden fences or walls, while the mounds were situated in a distance from

settlements. The mounds-shelters of the second type are mounds re-enforced with causeys and

moats; they have small grounds. A sample of a shelter for one or several villages is the 14 century




Sukionys mound (Kédainiai region). We can only make guesses if there were the mounds of
similar destination in Alytus region.

At around the middle of the 1" millennium, miniature mounds appeated in South Lithuania.
They have small sites of 10 — 15 metres surrounded by a causey, steep slopes and large (up to 6 -
hectares) hill-base settlements.

Several groups of miniature mounds can be distinguished. The first group includes small
mounds (sites up to 300 sq. m), which are strongly fortified (causeys up to 5 metres height). The
mounds with strongly re-enforced sites which do not exceed 200 m’, are considered to be real
miniature mounds. The mounds of this type are clustered in the midstream of the Nemunas, and
they are not typical of otherlocations.

As revealed by the research of several mounds of this type, most of them were built-up on the
plains. In Alytus region Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Geruliai, Giluiciai, Poteronys, Rumbonys are
considered to be miniature mounds.

It is thought that they served as homesteads or shelters for community authorities or castles
of the forming grandees. Their cultural layers are not rich with findings. Most frequent findings
are remains of wooden fortifications. In the 13" century most castles that stood on these mounds
were decayed, abandoned by the defenders or destroyed during attacks. This could be associated
with the process of the foundation of the state of Lithuania and ravages during military conflicts.
Rumbonys mound in Alytus region can be presented as a sample of such mounds.

In the middle of the 1% millennium, different mounds of separate areas of Lithuania can be
distinguished. This phenomenon is connected with different historic and natural conditions
which influenced the formation of the tribes which are known from the historical soutces of the
beginning of the 2™ millennium.

The Jotvingiai tribe was spread in a rather vast territory of Southwest of Lithuania (the left
bank of the River Nemunas), Northeast Poland and Northwest Belarus. It was a strong structure
of tribes. Most likely one or two tribes known as S#diviai or Dainaviai used to live in the territory
of the present Lithuania. Mounds of the Jofvingiai are quite well known as they were researched in
all the connected countries although not equally. Lithuania carried out excavations in 10 mounds.
Most material was found in Kaukai mound complex. A couple of the Jomingiai mounds from a
later period the beginning of the 2™ millennium were excavated in Poland very close to Lithuania
(Eglyné, Siurpyliai). Most often such mounds were arranged on separate hills, and their grounds

were surrounded by causeys up to 5 metres height (Rudamina, Paveisininkai Lazdijai region).

However, some mounds were arranged on headlands of rivers. These mounds have also similar




fortifications (Lakinskai — Matijampolé region). Built-up mounds, in the literal sense of the word,
are typical of the Jomingiai. They are arranged on plain lands (Paslavantys — Prienai
tegion, Varnupiai, Sakaliskiai — Marijampolé region). These mounds can be distinguished by their
steep slopes up to 10 metres high. Traces of attacks can be found in cultural layers of several
mounds of the 10" — 12" cent. Most of those attacks resulted in destruction of the castles which
used to stand there (Kaukai — Alytus region, Kumelionys — Marijampolé region). The castles
wete rebuilt after destruction, the fortifications were made even stronger, and the slopes steeper.
The buildings most often were built at the edge of the grounds, near causeys. The hill-base
settlements occupy quite a large area (even up to 8 hectares). Most mounds of Alytus region can
be attributed to the Jotvingiai. These include the above Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Geruliai, Giluiciai,
Poteronys, Rumbonys, Kaukai mounds and Aniskis, Alytus, Margarava, Radzitnai, Zilvia,

Obelija, Kruzianai mounds.

2 lentelé. Dauguma piliakalniy Alytaus rajone atsiranda I takst. pradzioje (13) ir
viduryje (11). I takst. vid. — I takst. gale ju buvo daugiausia (19). Beveik visi piliakalniai praranda
savo funkcijas jau II takst. pradZioje. / Table 2. Most of the mounds of Alytus region appeared at
the beginning (13) and in the middle (11) of the 1" millennium. The biggest number comes from
the second half of the first millennium (19). Almost all the mounds lost their functions at the

beginning of the 2™ millennium
I 1T 111 v \Y VI
I tikst. pr. I tokst. pradzia | I takstantmetis | I takst. pradzia —| I takst. vidurys — | II takst. pradzia
Kr. - I takst. Beginning 1" milenium 1T tukst. pradzia | II tikst. pradZia | Beginning of 2™
pradzia of 1" Beginning of 1" Middle of 1* milenium AD
1" milenium BC —|  milenium A milenium AD — | milenium AD —
beginning of 1" beginning of 2™ | beginning of 2
milenium AD milenium AD milenium AD
Einoronys Atesninkai Bazorai Poteronys Alytus Punia
Daugai Kaukai-Obelyté Rumbonys Aniskis Nemunaitis
Laukininkai Kristapiskes Bambininkai
Pociuniskiai Papéciai Dirmiskes
Zaramciskiai Piliakalnis Geruliai
Pivasitnai Gilui¢iai
Kruzianai
Margarava
Obelija
RadZitnai
Zilvia




Vélyvieji piliakalniai (XI— XV a. vidurys). Vélyvasis geleZies amZius
(X—XIIa.). ApZiestair Ziesta keramika
XI = XIV a. labai iSaugo mediniy piliy reiksme. Prie pilies sliejasi gyvenvietés, link ju veda
prekybiniai keliai, jas supa jvairios gynybinés vietos. Vélyvieji piliakalniai sudaro svarbia viso
archeologijos paminkly komplekso grandi. Tai mediné pilis, priespilis, papilys, papédés
gyvenviete.
Kauky piliakalnio planas: 1 — piliakalnis, 2 — priespilis, 3 — papilys, 4 — kelias, 5 — sodyba,
6 — papédes gyvenvieté. 1 nuoroda | Layout of Kankai

mound: 1 — mounds, 2 — ante-castle, 3 — lower castle road,
5 — homestead, 6 — hill-base settlement. Reference 1

Viduriniajame gelezies amziuje labai sustipréjo

piliakalniy gynybiniai jrengimai. Todel pagal

i$vaizda lengva supainioti stipriai jtvirtinta to meto

piliakalnj su vélyvuoju.

Lietuvos piliakalniy, kaip stipriy mediniy
gynybiniy vienety, aukso amzius buvo ankstyvosios Lietuvos valstybés laikai. Tada piliakalniai
buvo jrengiami valstybés pastangomis. Sie piliakalniai jau esmingai skiriasi nuo ankstesniy dar
gentinés epochos velyvuju piliakalniy (Aniskis, Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Geruliai, Giluiciai,
Kaukai, Kruziunai, Margarava, Obelija, Poteronys, Radziunai, Rumbonys, Zilvia). Tutimi
duomenys leidzia isskirti dvichronologiskai einancias ju grupes.

Maziau zinomi yra XIII a. piliakalniai (neskaiciuojant paciy vélyviausiy gentiniy piliakalniy).
Kovose su Ordinu jie patyré ne viena rekonstrukcija. Jeigu tokiame piliakalnyje pilis stovéjo XTIV
a., piliakalnis islaike to laiko iSvaizda, o ankstyvieji sluoksniai galéjo buti sunaikinti perstatant pili.
Nemaza dalis XIII a. piliakalniy jrengti ankstesniy piliakalniy vietose, tik sustiprinus jy
itvirtinimus. Prie $iy piliakalniy galima
priskirti Alytaus piliakalnj. Alytaus pilis
minima 1384 m.ir 1387 m.

XIV amziaus piliakalniy jtvirtinimai
jau gerokai galingesni. Ypac tai rysku
XIV a. pabaigoje — XV a. pirmoje puséje
apleistuose piliakalniuose. IS molio plukti

pylimai sieké 5—7 m aukst, uz ju iskasti gilus

(6—10 m) grioviai. Prie $iy piliakalniy neretai

Abtans piliakalnis. 2 nuoroda | Alytus mound. Reference 2
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apsaugomi papildomais pylimais ar grioviais papédése. Salia XIV — XV a. pradzios piliakalniy yra
didelés papedés gyvenvietés. Puikis to pavyzdziai Alytaus rajone yra Punios ir Nemunai¢io
piliakalniai. Nemunaicio pilis minima 1384 m. ir 1387 m., Punios pilis 1387 m. ir 1414 m. Alytaus,
Punios ir Nemunaicio pilys priklausé bendrai Nemuno piliy grandinei, suformuotai kryziuociy
uzpuolimams atremti. Cia pilys irengtos ir statytos 10 —20 km viena nuo kitos.

Prie paciy vélyviausiy piliakalniy priskiriami jtvirtinimai tapatinami su didziulémis karinémis
stovyklomis, bet Sie objektai buvo per dideli,
kad juose buty galéjusios stoveti medines pilys.

XTI = XV a. pradzioje atsiranda ir paskiry
piliakalniy — ne piliy viety. Tai apzvalgos ir
stebéjimo vietos, kartais vadinamos Zval-
gakalniais.

Mediniy piliy sunykimo ir galutinio

piliakalniy apleidimo laikas tebéra iki galo o
unios piliakalnio aikstele ir pylinas
Grounds and causey of Punia mound

neiStirtas. Ilgiausiai medinés pilys issilaike
Nemuno vidurupyje ir Sventosios aukstupyje. Iki $iol remiamasi tiktai rasytiniais $altiniais (pvz.,
Merkinés pilis minima 1444 m.). Kai kurios pilys virto jtvirtintais dvarais.

Mediniy  piliy likimas XIII — XV a. pradsioe: 1 — XII a. sunykusios medinés pilys,
2 = kryzinoiiy moty paplitimas XIV a., 3 — X1 a.

pradzigge islikusios medinés pilys, 4 — miriniy piliy
paplitimas X1V a. antroje puséje, 5 — mediniy piliy

paplitimas XIV" a. 1nuoroda | Destiny of wooden
castles at the beginning of 13— 15 cent: 1 — 13" cent.
Decayed wooden castles, 2 — distribution of crusader

reinforcements 144 cent. 3 — wooden castles preserved at

the beginning of the 15% cent., 4 — distribution of stone

castle in the second half of the 14 cent., 5 — distribution of wooden castles in the 14 cent. Reference 1

Later mounds (11‘h century —middle of the 15" century). Late Iron Age
(10" — 12" cent.). Partly-Thrown and Thrown Ceramics
In 11" - 14” centuries the significance of wooden castles grew. Settlements were attached to

castles, connected by trade roads and surrounded by various defence facilities. Late mounds make
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up an important chain of the whole set of archaeological monuments. It consists of a castle, ante-
castle, base-castle and hill-base settlement.

In the Middle Iron Age, castle defence facilities became much stronger. Therefore, a strongly
reinforced mound of that period can be mixed up with a later one.

The period of the early Lithuanian state can be considered as the Golden Age of Lithuanian
mounds serving as strong wooden defence units. These were the mounds arranged with help of
the state. These mounds differ considerably from the earlier ones of the tribal society (Aniskis,
Bambininkai, Dirmiskeés, Geruliai, Giluic¢iai, Kaukai, KruZzianai, Margarava, Obelija, Poteronys,
Radzianai, Rumbonys, Zilvia). The possessed data allow us to distinguish two chronological
groups.

The mounds of the 13t century (excluding the latest mounds) are less known. They
underwent several reconstructions during battles with the Order. If the castle used to stand on the
mound in the 14t century, the mound preserved appearance of that time, while the earlier layers
could have been destroyed while rebuilding the castle. A big number of the 13% century mounds
were arranged after strengthening their fortifications. Alytus mound belongs to this kind of
mounds. Alytus castle was mentioned in written sources in 1384 and 1387.

The fortifications of the 14% century mounds are much stronger. It is especially distinctin the
researches of the mounds that were abandoned at the end of the 14t cent. — the first half of the
15th cent. The causeys built of clay used to reach 5— 7 metres height, and behind the causeys there
were 6 — 10 metres depth moats. This kind of mounds also had fortified ante-castles and base-
castles, bigger grounds, steep slopes secured with additional causeys and moats at the base-hill.
Large hill-base settlements can be found near the mounds dating back to the 14% — the beginning
of the 15 century. Punia ir Nemunaitis of Alytus region can serve as perfect samples of this type
of mounds. Nemunaitis castle was mentioned in writings of 1384 and 1387, while Punia castle in
1387 and 1414. Alytus, Punia and Nemunaitis castles belonged to the joint chain of the Nemunas
river castles which was established to withstand attacks of the crusaders. Those castles were built
and arranged ata distance of 10—20 km one from another.

The latest mounds are fortifications with large military camps but these objects
are too big to have wooden castles. In the 13t —the beginning of the 15t century separate mounds
without castles appeared. Those were used as places of observation and sometimes called
Zvalgakalnis (Observation mounds).

The period of decay and final desertion of wooden castles has not been fully researched so

far. Wooden castles existed longest in the midstream of the river Nemunas and the source of the
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Sventoji. The research has been based only on written sources (e.g. Merkiné castle was mentioned

in 1444). Some castles were turned into fortified mansions.

3 lentelé. Piliakalniy geografija / Table 3. Geography of Mounds

Kairé Nemuno pusé
Left bank of the Nemunas

Desiné Nemuno pusé
Right bank of the Nemunas

Simno senitnija
Simnas country district

Punios senitnija
Punia country district

Bambininkai V*

Kruzitnai V

Kaukai-Obelyte ITI

Giluiciai V Punia VI
b A Butrimoniy senianija
Sl Butrimonys country
district
Geruliai V
Krokialaukio senianija Pivasiany senianija
Krokialaukis country Pivasianai country
district district
Miroslavo senitnija :
Miroslavas country Bazorai I1I
district

Einoronys I

Nemunaitis country
district

Papéciai 111 Pivasiunai ITI
Obelija V Alovés seniunija
Alové country district
Zaramciskiai IT Laukininkai IT
Zilvia V Poteronys IV
Dirmiskes V Alytaus miestas
Alytus city
Alytaus senitnija Alytus V
Alytus country district
Aniskis V Daugy senitnija
Daugai country district
Margarava V Daugai II
Radzianai V Pociuniskes 11
Rumbonys IV Nemunaicio seniunija

Nemunaitis VI

Raitininky senianija
Raitininkai country
district

Kristapiskés II1

Piliakalnis ITT

* Romeéniski skaiiiai Zymi 2 lentelés grafas
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PILIAKALNIAI STANDIEN

Piliakalniai yra neatskiriama Lietuvos krastovaizdzio dalis. Siandien piliakalniai turi
kultarine, istoring, moksling, pazinting, aukléjamaja, esteting ir rekreacing verte. Piliakalnio
kalva kartu su Slaitais bei papédés gyvenviete saugo valstybé. Savivaldybés atsako uz jos
teritorijose esanciy nekilnojamyju kultiros vertybiy iSsaugojima, o taikoma prieziara tuti
garantuoti fizinés buklés stabiluma. Archeologijos objektuose sekama, kad nebuty ardomi
esami zemés pavirsiai, kad nedidéty neigiamas erozinis vandens poveikis, kad buty sudarytos
palankios salygos objektus apziaréti, lankyti, kad buty tvarkoma aplinka (Sienaujama, $alinamos
Siukslés ir pan.). Dél savo formos piliakalniai yra labiausiai pazeidziami archeologiniai objektai.
Juos veikia gamtiniai faktoriai (vanduo, stacius Slaitus ardo medziy Saknys, véjas) ir zmoniy
tkiné veikla (statiniai, arimai, eksploatuojami karjerai, lobiy ieskotojy kasinéjamos duobés,
tiesiami keliai ir kt). Tam, kad buty pasalinti archeologines vietoves zalojantys faktotiai bei
ju pasekmes, ir yra atlickami archeologiniy vietoviy tvarkymo datrbai. Vienur stabilizuojama
piliakalniy fiziné bukle, kitur piliakalniai pritaikomi lankymui.

Iki 1990 m. archeologinés vietovés buvo zenklinamos ant betoniniy arba metaliniy stulpy
pritvirtintomis anotacinémis lentomis. Viduramziy skydo formos lentas gamindavo i$ aliuminio
lydinio, o uzrasas skelbdavo, kad tai yra
valstybés saugomas archeologijos paminklas.
Dabar vietoj seno tipo anotaciniy lenty (atba
kartu su jomis) Salia archeologiniy vietoviy
irengiami jvairaus dydzio informaciniai
stendai.

Siandien Alytaus rajone ir mieste yra
saugomas 21 piliakalnis. Dar 7 piliakalniai
nejtraukti { Nekilnojamyju kultaros vertybiy
registra. Tai Atesninkai, Bazorai, Daugai,
Kristapiskes, Laukininkai, Nemunaitis, Pocia-
niskes, Zaramciskiai.

Alytaus rajone 13 piliakalniy turi seno tipo
anotacines lentas, tai: Alytus, Aniskis,
Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Einoronys, Giluiciai,
Obelyté, Nemunaitis, Papéciai, Piliakalnis,

Geruliy piliakalnis | Geruliai mound Pociﬁniékés, Purlia, Rumbonys.




Dar prie keturiy piliakalniy (Bazory, Kruziany,
Poteroniy ir Zilvios) islike tik betoniniai stulpai, o
anotacinés lentos nuluptos. Nauji informaciniai
stendai jrengti S$alia keturiy piliakalniy: Alytaus,
Punios, Radziany, Geruliy. IS 21 saugomo piliakalnio
anotaciniy lenteliy neturi du piliakalniai: Margarava ir
Obelija.

Sutvarkyti ir pritaikyti lankymui 10 piliakalniy:
Alytaus, Geruliy, Kauky, Papeéciy, Pivasiany,
Poteroniy, Punios, RadZiany, Rumboniy ir Zilvios.
Ant visy Siy piliakalniy, iSskyrus Papécius,
sumontuoti laiptai. Nuorodos jrengtos | septynis
piliakalnius: Alytaus, Dirmiskiy, Papéciy, Piliakalnio,
Punios, Radzitny, Rumboniy. Prie Alytaus
piliakalnio jrengta masiny stovéjimo aikstele. Punios
piliakalnio link veda akmenimis gristas keliukas, ma-
§inoms privaziavimas uztvertas. Rumboniy, Ra-
dzinny, Alytaus, Punios piliakalniy papédése jrengtos
poilsio zonos. Nuolat ienaujama, retinami kramai ir
ant Bambininky, Dirmiskiy piliakalniy. Ant Radziany
piliakalnio, praretinus Slaito Zeldinius, jrengta ste-

béjimo aikstelé.

Laiptai i Zilvios piliakalni | Stairs to Zilvia mound

b——'—""
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4 lentelé. Piliakalniy dabartiné i$vaizda / Table 4. At present

Apauge
medziais
iStisai
Overgrown
with trees

Dirvo-
nuojantys
piliakalniai
Bare
mounds

Kramais
ir medziais
apauge
Slaitai
Slopes
overgrown
with trees
and bushes

Kramais
ir medziais
apauges
virsus
The top
overgrown
with trees
and bushes

Misko
pakrastys
At a forest
edge

Beveik
iSnyke
piliakalniai
Almost
extinct
mounds

Sunkiai
randami
Hard

to find

Alytus

Aniskis

Atesninkai

Bambininkai

Bazorai

Daugai

Dirmiskés

Einoronys

Geruliai

Giluiciai

Kaukai

Obelyte

Kristapiskés

Kruzianai

Laukininkai

Margarava

Nemunaitis

Obelija

Papéciai

Piliakalnis

Pivasiunai

Pocitniskés

Poteronys

Punia

Radzianai

Rumbonys

Zaramciskiai

Zilvia




5 lentelé. Piliakalniai tarpukaryje / Table 5. Mounds in Between-Wars

Buvo ariamas
Ploughed

Alytaus, Bazory, Einoroniy, Kristapiskiy, Laukininky, Papéciu,
Piliakalnio, Pocianiskiu, Punios, Zaramciskiy, Zilvios
(virSuje séjami javai / crops are grown at the top), Daugy

Kasti bulviartasiai
Potato cellars dug
in slopes

Daugu, Obelytés

Apauges medziais

Aniskio, Obelijos, Zaramciskiy, Radziany, Zilvios (apauge $laitai /

OYCIgIOWH slopes are overgrown with trees), Dirmiskiy, Alytaus, Bambininky

with trees (apsodintas berzZeliais XX a. pr., iki tol Sienautas / birch trees were
planted at the beg. of the 20" cent. before that it was mowed),
Geruliy, Nemunaicio

Ganomas

D tatable Kauky, Alytaus, Geruliy, Margaravos (pakrasciai / edges)

Apgriuves Anikio, Dirmiskiy, Punios, Alytaus, Kruziany (i§ siaurés /

Deteriorated Northern side), Papéciu (i§ ryty / Eastern side ), Poteroniy

Kastas zvyras

Gravel excavations

Bazory, Pocituniskiy, Atesninky, Giluiciy, Papéciy

Kastos duobés
Holes excavated

Geruliy, Obelijos, Bambininky (kasti apkasai / drenches)

Bta sodybvietés
Farmstead in
the territory

Punios

Apaugges zole
Overgrown
with grass

Papéciy, Kruziany, Pivasiony (1933 m. medziai iskirsti, palikta zolé
ir kramoksniai / in 1933 trees were cut down, bushes and grass

remained), Poteroniy (Slaitai apauge krimoksniais / slopes ate

overgrows with bushes), Rumboniy (medziai nukirsti / trees were
cut down)




Piliakalnio prieziara bei Zeldiniy $alinimas svarbus ne tik dél piliakalnio fizinés buklés
i§saugojimo, betir dél jo patrauklumo lankytojams. Tankas zeldiniai sumenkina piliakalnio vaizda,
slepia jo forma, daro ji nejdomu, net jeigu ir yra lengvai pasiekiamas. Kaip piliakalnis atrodo,
daznai nulemia ir jo buvimo vieta. Tarkim atvirame lauke esantys piliakalniai daZzniausiai i$tisai
dirvonuoja, visa forma gerai matoma. Miske esantys piliakalniai dazniausiai apauge medziais ir
sunkiai i$siskiria i$ aplinkos. Misko pakrastyje ar upés pakrantéje esantys piliakalniai buna dalinai

apauge, todé¢l matomas ne visas juy konturas. IStisai apauge medziais ar krumais yra Sie piliakalniai:

Obelija, Laukininkai, RadZianai, Daugai, Margarava, Kruzitnai, Aniskis, Nemunaitis.

Aniskio piliakalnis | Aniskis mound Obelijos piliakalnis | Obelija mound
Visai kitaip atrodo dirvonuojantys piliakalniai. Jie ryskiai issiskiria krastovaizdyje, puikiai
matoma juy forma. Tokiy piliakalniy Alytaus rajone yra 8: Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Einoronys,

Geruliai, Kaukai, Papéciai, Piliakalnis ir Poteronys.




v

Dauguma piliakalniy yra dalinai apauge, matosi ne visas piliakalnio kontaras arba tik aikstele.
I§ 28 Alytaus rajono piliakalniy tokiy yra 11: Alytus, Atesninkai, Bazorai, Giluiciai, Kristapiskes,
Pivasitnai, Pocitniskes, Punia, Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai, Zilvia.

Tekantis vanduo beveik visiskai sunaikino Arminy, Margaravos, Obelytés, Giluiciy ir
Nemunaicio piliakalnius. Beveik visi yra nukentéje nuo arimy. Lankytojy laipiojimas $laitais, taip

pat vazinéjimas ant piliakalniy automobiliais ar keturraciais sukelia mechanine erozija aikstelés

pakrasciuose ir Slaituose. Nemunaicio ir Punios piliakalniy slaitai sutvirtinti, tvirtinami Alytaus
piliakalnio §laitai.

Is 21 Nekilnojamojo kultiros paveldo apsaugos registre jtraukto piliakalnio, 5 piliakalnius
galima apibudinti kaip sunkiai randamus: jie sunkiai isskiriami i§ gamtovaizdzio, stukso toli nuo
kelio arba link ju vedantys keliukai neryskus, néra nuorody, uzrasy prie piliakalnio. Tai Aniskio,
Einoroniy, Kruziuny, Margaravos, Obelijos piliakalniai. Visus 7 nejtrauktus j Registra piliakalnius
taip pat galima apibudinti kaip sunkiai randamus. Nors ne visi jie sunkiai i$siskiria i§ aplinkos,

taciau yra toli nuo pagrindiniy keliy arba privacioje zeméje. Daznai be vietiniy Zmoniy pagalbos

juos apskritai sunku rasti.







Piliakalniy priezitra
Maintenance of mounds
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i§ viso piliakalniy
total mounds

yra laiptai
have stairs

yra uzrasas
have inscription

yra nuorodos
have indications

Sienaujami, retinami
zeldiniai /mowed
mounds with trimmed
greenery




MOUNDS TODAY

Mounds are an inseparable part of Lithuanian landscape. Today mounds have cultural,
historical, scientific, educational, aesthetic and recreational significance. Mounds together with
slopes and hill-base settlements are protected by the government. Municipalities are responsible
for protection of the valuables of the cultural heritage located in their territory and taking care of
them, thus providing a guarantee for the stability of their physical condition. The municipalities
are responsible for ensuring preservation of the ground surfaces of the archaeological objects,
keeping in control the negative erosive water impact, creating favourable conditions for visitor to
see the objects, taking care of the environment (mowing the grass, collecting litter, etc.). Due to
their shape, the mounds are the most vulnerable archacological objects. They are affected by
natural factors (water, wind, steep slopes, tree roots, etc.) and people's activities (buildings,
ploughing, gravel pits, road construction, digging holes by treasure busters, etc.). In order to
remove the factors that destroy archaeological locations and their effects, works of keeping
archaeological locations are performed. At some places the physical state of mounds is improved,
while other mounds are adjusted for visiting.

Until 1990 archaeological locations were marked by information boards fastened to concrete
or metal poles. The boards were made of aluminium in the shape of medieval shield, the
inscription notified that was an archaeological monument protected by the government. At
presentinstead of such old-type information boards (or together with them) information stands
of differentsize are being erected.

At present there are 21 protected mounds in Alytus region and city, while 7 more mounds are
notincluded into the Register of Protection Immovable Cultural Heritage. These are Atesninkai,
Bazorai, Daugai, Kristapiskes, Laukininkai, Nemunaitis, Pocitniskes, Zaramciskiai.

13 mounds of Alytus region have information boards of the old type: Alytus, Aniskis,
Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Einoronys, Gilui¢iai, Obelyté, Nemunaitis, Papéciai, Piliakalnis,
Pociuniskes, Punia, Rumbonys.

Only concrete poles with torn information boards are left at four mounds (Bazorai,
Kruzitinai, Poteronys ir Zilvia). New information stands are erected near four mounds: Alytus,
Punia, Radzitnai, Geruliai. Only two mounds (Margarava and Obelija) out of 21 protected ones
do nothave information boards.

10 mounds are arranged for visiting: Alytus, Geruliai, Kaukai, Papéciai, Pivasitnai,
Poteronys, Punia, Radziunai, Rumbonys and Zilvia. All of them, except Papéciai, have stairs.

Indicating signs are established to 7 mounds: Alytus, Dirmiskés, Papéciai, Mound, Punia,




|

Radzianai, Rumbonys. A parking lot is arranged near Alytus mound. A cobbled path leads to
Punia mound, while the access to cars is blocked. Recreation zones are created at hill-bases of
Rumbonys, Radzianai, Alytus and Punia mounds. The territories of Bambininkai and Dirmiskés
mounds are constantly mowed and the bushes are cut down or thinned. An observational ground

isarranged on Radzitinai mound after thinning the plants of the slope.

Taking care of mounds and removal of plants are important not only because of
preservation of the physical status of the mound but also because of its attractiveness to the
visitors. Thick plants worsen the view of the mound, hide its shape and make it uninteresting even
though it is easily accessible. The appearance of a mound often depends on its location. The
mounds located in the open field often lie waste and their shape is well seen. The mounds situated
in a forest most often are overgrown with trees; they can hardly be distinguished out of
surroundings. The mounds located at the edge of a forest or on the bank of a river are usually
partly grown with plants; therefore, not a full outline can be seen. The mounds totally overgrown
with trees and bushes are: Obelija, Laukininkai, Radziunai, Daugai, Margarava, Kruziunai,

| Aniskis, Nemunaitis.

Waste mounds have quite different appearance. They can be easily distinguished in the
landscape, their shape is clearly seen. Alytus region has 8 mounds of this type: Bambininkai,
Dirmiskes, Einoronys, Geruliai, Kaukai, Papécéiai, Piliakalnis and Poteronys.

A larger part of the mounds are partly overgrown with trees and bushes; therefore, only a
partof their outline or the top grounds can be seen. Out of the 28 mounds of Alytus region there
are 11 such mounds: Alytus, Atesninkai, Bazorai, Gilui¢iai, Kristapiskes, Pivasitnai, Pocianiskes,

| Punia, Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai, Zilvia.

Running water has almost ruined mounds Arminai, Margarava, Obelyte, Giluiciai and
Nemunaitis. Almost all the mounds have suffered from ploughing. Climbing the slopes, driving
»ﬁars or riding four-wheel motorcycles resultin mechanical erosion at the edges of the top grounds
and slopes. The slopes of Nemunaitis and Punia mounds are reinforced, whereas the slopes of
Alytus mound are being reinforced at present.

Five mounds out of the 21 included into the Register of Protection Immovable Cultural
Heritage can be described as hard to find. They are hardly distinguished in the landscape, located
far from the main road, the paths leading to them are not distinguishable and there are no signs
with the indication 7zound. These are Aniskis, Einoronys, Kruzitnai, Margarava, Obelija mounds.
All seven mounds that are not included to the Register can also be described as hard to find.

Although not all of them are hard to see in the landscape, they are located far from the main roads

orin private territories. Often it could be impossible to find them without help of locals.

——
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ARCHEOLOGINIAI RADINIAI

Koks piliakalnio amzius, kokia jo paskirtis? Geriausiai | Siuos klausimus gali atsakyti
archeologiniai kasinéjimai ir ju metu rasti daiktai bei kulttrinis sluoksnis. Piliakalnis laikomas
kasineétu tik tada, jei iStyrus ne mazesnj nei 1 kv. m plota licka fiksaciné medziaga apie stratigrafija
(sluoksniy charakteristika) bei radinius. Deja, iki siol nuosekliai i$tyrinéta tik labai maza dalis
Lietuvos piliakalniy. Alytaus rajone i§ 28 $ios rasies objekty iSsamus kasinéjimai vykdyti tik
trijuose: Punioje, Kaukuose ir Obelytéje. Zvalgomieji kasinéjimai atlikti Einoroniy ir Geruliy
piliakalniuose.

Kiek daugiau istirtos piliakalniy papédés gyvenvietes, tai taip pat padeda nustatyti piliakalnio
amziy. Papédziy gyvenvieciy teritorijos aplinkoje isskiriamos pagal tose vietose randamus
specifinius kultarinius sluoksnius — dazniausiai tamsesnés spalvos zeme su joje likusiais jvairiais
zmoniy gyvenimo pédsakais: pastaty lickanomis, jvaitiomis Gkinémis it gamybos atliekomis.
Papedés gyvenvietés Alytaus rajone tirtos prie $iy piliakalniy: Alytaus, Dirmiskiy, Giluiciy,
Punios, Radziany, Rumboniy.

Archeologiniy radiniy i$ piliakalniy ir papédziy gyvenvieciy randama ir atsitiktinai: nuslinkus
Slaitams, kasant Zvyra ar ieskant paslépty lobiy. Taip pat zvalgomujy archeologiniy ekspedicijy
metu. Daugelj piliakalniy radiniy anksciau turéjo vietiniai gyventojai arba krastotyrininkai
meggéjai, ir tik XX a. tre¢iajame — ketvirtajame desimtmetyje jie buvo pradéti kaupti muziejuose.
Siuo metu Zinoma, kad radiniai i§ Alytaus rajono piliakalniy saugomi Lietuvos nacionaliniame,

Nacionaliniame M. K. Ciurlionio dailés ir Alytaus krastotyros muziejuose.

Piliakalniai nepasizymi gausiais archeologiniais radiniais. Svarbiausias archeologinis objektas,
pagal kurj galima datuoti piliakalnio amziy, yra keramika. Rastos keramikos tipas daznai yra
vienintelis budas datuoti piliakalnio amziy. Ankstyviausieji piliakalniai yra tie, kuriuose aptinkame
bruksniuotosios keramikos. Bruksniuotosios keramikos kultiira gyvavo nuo II — I takst. pr. Kr.
ribos iki II a. Tokiy piliakalniy Alytaus rajone yra tik du: Einoronys ir Obelyté. Kiek
daugiau braksniuotosios keramikos rasta prie piliakalniy esanciose Sesiose papédés gyvenvietése:
Bambininky, Dirmiskiy, Giluic¢iy, Piliakalnio, Poteroniy it Rumboniu.

Nuo IT—IITa. iki IT takst. pradzios piliakalniams budinga kiek kitokia keramika. Nors jiislicka
lipdyta, daznai jos pavirsius buna nelygus, lyg apdrébtas skystu moliu. Tai grubléta keramika.
Greta jos I tukst. pirmoje puséje — I tuks. viduryje piliakalniuose aptinkama nedaug kokybiskos
plonasienés keramikos labai lygiu pavir§iumi. Tai gludinta keramika, i krasta patekusi tauty
kraustymosi metu i$ pietvakariy kaimyny. Nuo II takst. pradzios lipdyta keramika keicia paziesta,

nuo XIV a. — Ziesta. Be keramikos, piliakalniuose daugiausia randama buitiniy dirbiniy: peili, yly,



galastuvy, gyvuliy kauly. Lengviau datuojami dirbiniai, pavyzdziui, papuos$alai ar
ginkly liekanos, reti. Visa tai neleidZia $io laikotarpio piliakalniy datuoti tiksliau. Kuo daugiau
radiniy aptinkama, tuo lengviau suzinoti kada, kam ir kaip buvo naudojamas piliakalnis.

IS Alytaus rajono piliakalniy grublétosios keramikos yra rasta Geruliy, Kauky, Obelytés it
Zilvios piliakalniuose, lygios keramikos — Geruliy, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniuose. Gerokai
gausiau grublétosios keramikos yra aptinkama piliakalniy gyvenvietése: Aniskio, Bambininky,
Geruliy, Giluiciy, Kauky-Obelytés, Kruziuny, Margaravos, Poteroniy, Radziany, Rumboniu.
Lygios keramikos rasta Aniskio, Dirmiskiy, Geruliy, Gilui¢iy, Kauky-Obelytés, Kruziuny,
Poteroniy piliakalniy gyvenvietése.

Ziesta keramika rasta Bambininky, Kauky, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniuose bei Aniskio,
Bambininky ir Rumboniy papédés gyvenvietése.

Kauky piliakalnyje istirtas 330 kv. m plotas. Pagal radinius nustatyti du piliakalnio kultariniai
sluoksniai: Zemutiniame V — IX a. sluoksnyje aptikta grublétos keramikos ir dirbiniy, virSutiniame
X — XI a. sluoksnyje — akmens grindiniy, zidiniy, grady, jvairiy papuosaly liekany: smeigtuky,
karoliy, segiu, ziedu, ukinés paskirties dirbiniy (tarp ju net 83 verpstukai), ziestos keramikos,
gyvuliy ir Zzmoniy kauly. Kauky piliakalnyje rastas didZiausias skaicius visoje Lietuvoje stréliy
antgaliy. Padarytas pylimo pjuvis, pagal kutj nustatyta, kad jis buvo supiltas per tris kartus.

Obelytes piliakalnyje istirtas 54
kv. m plotas. Rasta braksniuotos ir
grublétos keramikos. Piliakalnio
pylimas sudarytas i§ apdegusio
molio gabaly su 2 — 3 degésiu
sluoksniais.

Punios piliakalnyje buvo
iskasinétas 1282 kv. m plotas.
Nustatyta, kad didzioji dalis
kultarinio sluoksnio priklauso XV
— XVII a. dvarvietei. Radiniai
liudija, kad cia gyventa akmens
amziuje, I takst. prie§ Kristy, taip

pat XIV a. Pylimas supiltas per tris

Kanksy piliakalnio strélin antgaliai. 2 nuoroda | Arrow tips from Kaukai mound. Reference 2 kar tus, spéjama, kad XTIV a.




Kasinéjant Einoroniy piliakalnj, buvo istirtas 8 kv. m aikstelés plotas, jame aptiktas daugiau

kaip 60 cm storio kultarinis sluoksnis su bruksniuota keramika,

titnaginiais dirbiniais. Pagal radinius piliakalnis
pr. Kr. — I takst. po Kr. pradziai.

Geruliy piliakalnio aiksteléje bei paslaités
lygios keramikos, gyvuliy kauly, akmens.

Alytaus papédés gy-
venvietés kasinéjimai
atskleide, kad cia gyventa
VII - XII a. Gyvenvietéje
rasta sudegusiy pastaty
liekany, kalavijo galas,
pentinas su spygliu,

pasaginé sege, verpstukuy.

Giluiciy papédeés gyvenvietéje rastas 1,3 m
storio kulturinis sluoksnis su bruksniuota,
grubléta ir lygia keramika. Punios papédés
gyvenvietés kultarinis sluoksnis apardytas.
Radziuny papédés gyvenvietéje rasta grublétos
keramikos, gyvuliy kauly, gelezinis jtveriamasis
tribriaunis strélés antgalis. Gyvenvieté datuo-

jamall—Va.

Geruliy piliakalnio grublétoji keramika. Indy Sukés. IS Alytans krastotyros muziejans

priskiriamas I tukst.

e rasta grublétos ir

S

rinkiniy | Rugged ceramics from Gernliai monnd. Dish chips.
From the collections of Alytus region musenm

Dirmiskiy papédés gyvenvietéje rasta

braksniuotos ir lygios keramikos, tithago skeléiy.

Britksninotosios keramikos indo suké. 15 Alytaus krastotyros
muiejaus rinkiniy [ A chip of lined ceramics dish.
From the collections of Alytus region musenm




Kalavijo? asmeny fragmentas. Gelesis
Fragment of a sword? blade. Iron

Lankeliné-laipteliné segé. Zalvaris
Bended stepped broach. Brass

‘

Imovinis ietigalis. Gelegis
Sheath speartip. Iron

Verpstelis. Keramika
| Bobbin. Ceramics

Kauliné adata | Bone needle

Abytans VI — XII a. piliakalnio gyvenvietgje 1985 — 1986 m. aptikti radiniai. IS Alytaus krastotyros muziejans rinkiniy
1985 — 1986 findings from Alytus Mound 7°~12" century settlement. From the collections of Alytus region museum

Strélés antgalis nno Radiiny piliakalnio. Gelesis.
I Abytans krastotyros muziejans rinkiniy

An arrow tip from Radianai mound. Iron.

From the collections of Alytus region musenm

Zidinio liekanos Runtboniy piliakalni

papédés gyvenvietéje
Hearth remains from Rumbonys mound
hill base settlement
Rumboniy papédés gyvenvieté datuojama 1 takst. po Kr. — II takst. pradzia.

Jos 0,8 m storio kultariniame sluoksnyje rasta bruksniuotos, grublétos ir Ziestos keramikos,

zidinys.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS

Questions about the age and destination of the mound can be answered best by
archaeological excavations and the items and cultural layer found during them. A mound is
considered as excavated if, after researching at least 1 sq metre of its area, we have fixation
material on stratigraphy (characteristics of layers) and findings. However, only a small part of
Lithuanian mounds has been researched so far. In Alytus region excavations have been made only
in three out of 28 objects of this kind. Punia, Kaukai and Obelyté. Exploratory excavations were
made in Einoronys and Geruliai mounds.

More research has been made in mound-base settlements, which help to establish the age of a
mound. The territories of mound-base settlements are defined according to the specific cultural
layers, mostly darker ground containing various traces of people's life: remains of buildings,
evidences of different farming and production activities. In Alytus region mound-base
settlements have been researched at the following mounds: Alytus, Dirmiskés, Giluiciai, Punia,
Radzianai and Rumbonys.

Archaeological findings from mounds and mound-base settlements are also found
accidentally: after drifting of slopes, while digging gravel or looking for hidden treasures as well as
during exploratory archaeological expeditions. Most of the findings found in mounds were
possessions of local people or laymen researchers, and the collection of them in museums was
started only in only in the nineteen twenties and thirties. At present the findings are stored in
Lithuanian National Museum, Kaunas National Museum and Alytus Museum.

Findings from mounds are not very numerous. The most important archaeological object
helping to establish the age of the mound is ceramics. The type of the found ceramics usually is
the only way to determine the age of the mound. The eatliest mounds are those where Lined
ceramics can be found. The culture of Lined Ceramics was thriving from the turn of the
20d — 15 millenniums BC till 2" cent. AD. There are only two of such mounds in Alytus region:
Einoronys and Obelyté. Some more Lined ceramics was found in 6 mound-base settlements:
Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Gilui¢iai, Piliakalnis, Poteronys and Rumbonys.

Starting from the 2 — 3¢ cent. till the beginning of the 2™ millennium, different sort of
ceramics has been found in mounds. Even though it is still Thrown Ceramics, its surface is not
smooth and it looks like covered with liquid clay. This sort of ceramics is called Rugged Ceramics.
Alongside with it, not much of high quality thin-wall ceramics with a very smooth surface dating
to the beginning middle of the 1" millennium is found in mounds. It is the so called Polished

Ceramics which came to our region from our South-East neighbours during the Nation




Movement. Starting from the beginning of the 2™ millennium, mouldered ceramics was changed
by pre-thrown ceramics, and at the beginning of the 14" century thrown ceramics appeared.
Besides ceramics, the findings from the moulds include household utilities: knives, bodkins,
whetstones, animal bones. However, items the age of which can be determined more easily, such
as jewellery or parts of weapons, are not so commonly found. These facts prevent us from more
exact dating of the mounds of this period. The more findings we have, the easier to learn when
the mound was used and for what purpose.
Rugged ceramics was found in the following mounds of Alytus region: Geruliai, Kaukai,
Obelyté and Zilvia, while plain ceramics was excavated in Geruliai, Punia and Zilvia mounds.
Much more items of rugged ceramics were found in mound-base settlements: Aniskis,
Bambininkai, Geruliai, Gilui¢iai, Kaukai-Obelyté, Kruzianai, Matgarava, Poteronys, Radziunai,
Rumbonys. Plain ceramics was found in mound-base settlements of Aniskis, Dirmiskés,
Geruliai, Giluiciai, Kaukai-Obelyté, Kruziunai, Poteronys.
Thrown ceramics was excavated in Bambininkai, Kaukai, Punia and Zilvia mounds as well as
Anikis, Bambininkai and Rumbonys mound-base settlements.
Assite of 330 sq m was researched in Kaukai mound. According to the findings, two cultural
layets were determined. The lower layer, dating to the 5" — 9" cent., contained items of rugged
ceramics, whereas the upper 10" — 11* cent. layer had cobblestones, fireplaces, grain, jewellery
pins, beads, brooches, rings, household utilities (including even 83 spindles), thrown ceramics,
animal and human bones. The biggest in Lithuania number of arrow heads was found in Kaukai
mound. A causeway cut was made which enabled to establish that it had been bulked in three
times.
In Obelyté mound a site of 54 sq m was researched. The findings include lined and rugged
ceramics. The causeway of the mound contains charred clay lumps with 2— 3 layers of burns.
In Punia mound a site of 1282 sq m was excavated. It was established that a larger part of the
cultural layer belongs to the manor of 15" — 18" cent. The findings enabled to determine
tesidence of people in the Stone Age, 1" millennium BC, and in the 14" cent. The mound was
bulked in three times, supposedly in the 14" cent.

Excavations of Einoronys mound enabled to analyse the site of 8 sq m revealing an over 60

thickness cultural layer with remains of lined ceramics and flint works. According to the
findings, the mound is dated to the 1" millennium BC beginning of the 1" millennium AD.

On the grounds and slopes of Geruliai mound rugged and plain ceramics, animal bones and

tones were found.




Excavations of Alytus mound-base settlement disclosed that people lived there in the 7% —
12t cent. The findings include burnt remains of buildings, a sword tip, a sput with a spike, a
horseshoe pin and spindles.

In Dirmiskiai mound-hill settlement lined and plain ceramics and flint choppers were found.

In Gilui¢iai mound-base settlement a 1,3 m thickness cultural layer was found containing
lined, rugged and plain ceramics. The cultural layer of Punia mound-base settlement is
disintegrated. The findings of Radzianai mound-base settlementinclude rugged ceramics, animal
bones, iron three-edged splints. The settlement dates to the 2™ — 5" centuries.
ad

Rumbonys mound-base settlement is dated to 1" millennium AD  beginning of 2

millennium. The cultural layer of 0,8 m thickness contained lined, rugged and thrown ceramics

and a fireplace.




6 lentelé

. Papedés gyvenvieciy radiniai / Table 6. Findings from Base Settlements

Keramika / Ceramics

Lipdyta
Moulded

Bruks$niuota
iki IT a.
Lined

till 2™ cent.

Grubléta
II-VIa.
Rugged
20— 6™ cent.

Lygi 111 - VI a.
Plain 3%
6™ cent.

Ziesta X1 a.
Thrown
11" cent.

Alytus

Aniskis

Atesninkai

Bambininkai

Bazorai

Daugai

Dirmiskes

Einoronys

Geruliai

Giluiciai

Kaukai-Obelyte

Kiristapiskes

Kruziunai

Laukininkai

Margarava

Nemunaitis

Obelija

Papéciai

Piliakalnis

Pivasiunai

Pocitniskés

Poteronys

Punia

Radzinnai

Rumbonys

| Zaramciskiai

v

Zilvia
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7 lentelé. Papédés gyvenvieciy radiniai / Table 7. Findings from Hill-Base Settlements

Buities
Verpstukai | Papuosalai Ginklai dirbiniai Pastatai Kiti
Spindles Jewellery Weapons | Household | Buildings Other
utilities
Alytus e ; - sudegusiy namy | pentinas su
Lankm(? S68S kag’x;l)r% %alas liekang:s/ temains spygliu
ow P P of burnt houses | spur with prick
Aniskis gelezies
gargazes
iron slags
Atesninkai
Bambininkai
Bazorai
Daugai
Dirmiskes titnago skeltys
flint choppers
Einoronys
Geruliai lankiné sege
bow pin
Giluiciai
Kaukai-Obelyte
Kristapiskes
Kruziunai
Laukininkai
Margarava
Nemunaitis
Obelija
Papéciai
Piliakalnis
Pivasionai
Pociuniskes
Poteronys pentinas, $lakas
sput, slags
Punia
Radzitnai gelezinis gyvuliy
tribriaunis Taulai
strélés antgalis Anitoal
iron trihedron B
arrowheads
Rumbonys Zidinys
hearth
Zaramciskiai
Zilvia




8 lentelé. Piliakalniy radiniai / Table 8. Findings from Mounds

Su
kultariniu
sluoksniu

With cultural
layer

Keramika / Ceramics

Lipdyta
Moulded

Bruksniuota
iki II a.
Lined till
2% cent.

Grubléta
III - VI a.
Rugged
2% 6™ cent.

Lygi

1IDE=mA (7

Plain 3¢ —
6™ cent.

Ziesta X1 a.
Thrown
11" cent.

Alytus

Aniskis

Atesninkai

Bambininkai

70 cm

Bazorai

Daugai

Dirmiskés

Einoronys

60 cm

Geruliai

Giluiciai

Kaukai

Obelyte

Kristapiskes

Kruziunai

Laukininkai

Margarava

[ Nemunaitis

Obelija

Papéciai

Piliakalnis

Pivasianai

Pocitniskés

Poteronys

Punia

35m

Radziunai

Rumbonys

ZaramciSkiai

Zilvia
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9 lentelé. Piliakalniy radiniai / Table 9. Findings from Mounds

Verpstukai | Papuosalai | Ginklai e Pastatai Kiti
Spindles Jewellery Weapons Flousehold Buildings Other
utilities
Alytus
i trinamosios
Aniskis = girmos
ctional querns
Atesninkai
Bambininkai
Bazorai
Daugai
Dirmiskés
: . tithago
Einoronys dlrb;{;lal
flint items
Geruliai
Giluidiai
Kaukai Smtiﬁ:lkai. stréliy akmens gnndxmax
karoliai, seges, antgaliai
z1eda1/ pins, g’“’h‘}lf zmomq
beeds, arrowheads stone
btooches, mﬁlm
rings anbones
Obelyte
Kristapiskés
Kruziunai
Laukininkai
Margarava
Nemunaitis
Obelija
Papéciai
Piliakalnis
Pivasitnai
Pocitniskés R
Poteronys
Punia sudegusios g:l‘ftzi:g:’
liekanos interjero
burnt detalés
remains | fonspuf,
interior elements
Radzianai
Rumbonys
Zaramciskiai

Zilvia




PILTAKALNIU LEGENDOS
Piliakalniai gausiai apipinti jvairiausiomis legendomis. I§ 28 Alytaus rajono piliakalniy net 19

ju turi savo istorijas.

Jokiy legendy neturi sie piliakalniai: Atesninkai, Bazorai, Einoronys, Geruliai, Kristapiskés,
Kruzitnai, Laukininkai, Piliakalnis, Pociunisés. I$ ketutiolikos desinéje Nemuno puséje esanciy
piliakalniy tik apie Sesis yra islikusios legendos. Tuo tarpu kairés Nemuno pusés piliakalniai beveik

visi turi legendas (i$skyrus Atesninkus).

10 lentelé / Table 10

Kairé Nemuno pusé Desiné Nemuno pusé

Left bank of the Nemunas Right bank of the Nemunas
Turi legendg Neturi legendos Turi legendg Neturi legendos
Have legends No legends Have legends No legends
Aniskis Atesninkai Alytus Bazorai
Bambininkai Daugai Einoronys
Dirmiskes Nemunaitis Geruliai
Giluiciai Pivasianai Kristapiskes
Kaukai-Obelyte Poteronys Kruzianai
Margarava Punia Laukininkai
Obelija Piliakalnis
Papéciai Pocianiskes
Radzianai
Rumbonys
Zaramciskiai
Zilvia

Akivaizdu, kad piliakalniy amzius turi reik§mes legenduy apie juos islikimui. Nieko néra zinoma
apie seniausiai datuojama Einoroniy piliakalnj. I$ 5 piliakalniy, datuojamy I takstantmecio
radéia, legendy neturi 3 piliakalniai: Atesninkai, Laukininkai ir Pociuniskes. IS 6 piliakalniy,
naudoty visg I tukstantmet], legendy néra apie 3: Bazorus, Kristapiskes, Piliakalnj. Ir tik apie 2
piliakalnius i$ 11, datuojamy I tukstantmecio viduriu —II takstantmecéio pradzia, legendy neislike,

t.y.apie Gerulius (Butrimoniy sen.) ir Kruzianus (Punios sen.).
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Legendy jvairové / Variety of legends

Uzkeiktas / Cursed

Supiltas kepurémis / Made with caps

Vado kapas / Leadet’s grave

Supiltas kariy ir kt. / Built by watriors, etc.
Didvyriski poelgiai / Heroic deeds

MilZiny kapai / Giants’ graves

Vaidenasi / Haunted

Skirtas apsaugai / Built for protection

Pozemiai, urvai / Underground caves and hollows
Gyveno kunigaikstis / Dwelling of knighs and dukes
Sléptuve / Hiding place

Stebuklai / Miraculous

Lobis / Hidden treasure

Likes po $vedy kary / Remained since the wars
with Swedes

Supiltas laumiy / Made by pixies

Signalinis / Made for transmitting signals

Aukakalnis, Zynio namai ar kapas / A former altar, sacrifice hill,
priest’s home, or grave

Supiltas prancuzy / Built by the French
Prasmegusios baznycios / A church that went
under the ground

Meilés isotijos / Love stories

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g

legendos / legends
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Pacios populiariausios legendy versijos apie prasmegusias baznycias (6), ant piliakalniy
gyvenusius vadus (8), islikusius pozeminius urvus (7) ir pagoniskas apeigas (5).

Legendos teigia gyvenus kunigaik§¢ius ant $iy piliakalniy: Alytaus, Margaravos, Pivasiany,
Poteroniy, Punios, Radziany, Rumboniy, Zilvios. Net trys piliakalniai susij¢ su legendomis apie
kunigaiks$ti Margirj (Margarava, Pivasitnai, Punia).

Antra pagal gausuma tema legendose — tai istorijos apie pozeminius urvus ir bedugnes
kiaurymes. Tokiy esama Margaravoje, Obelijoje, Papéciuose, Poteronyse, Punioje, Rumbonyse ir
Zﬂvioje. Sie pasakojimai taip pat labai jvairts. Teigiama, kad Margaravos ir Rumboniy poZeminiai
urvai veda  kitas vietas. Obelijos, Papéciy ir Rumboniy piliakalniuose esa prasmegusios baznycios
irtose vietose girdisi dundant ar varpus skambant. Ant Zilvios piliakalnio t. p. girdisi dundesys, nes
tenyra prasmeges dvaras. Punios piliakalnis garséja bedugne kiauryme bei pasléptais lobiais.

Trecias pagal populiaruma pasakojimas yra apie prasmegusias baznycias, $ventoves bei
vienuolynus. Tokias legendas turi Alytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papéciai, Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai.

Aukakalnius, zyniy buveines mena Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Pivasiunai, Poteronys, Rum-

bonys. Pasakojama, jog vaidenasi ant Obelijos, Poteroniy, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniy.




11 lentelé / Table 11

Nelaimingos meilés istorijos
Unhappy love stories

Alytus, Punia, Zilvia

Stovéjusi baznycia ar vienuolynas ir jie
prasmege / A church or monastery that
went under the ground

Alytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papéciai,
Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai

Supylé pranctzai / Built by the French

Bambininkai

Buves aukuras, aukakalnis, zynio namai
ar kapas / A former altar, sacrifice hill,
priest's home, or grave

Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Pivasitnai,
Poteronys, Rumbonys

Supiltas signalams perduoti
Made for transmitting signals

Daugai, Radziunai

Supylé laumés ir pan./ Made by pixies, etc.

Daugai

Likes nuo kary su $vedais / Remained
since the wars with Swedes

Dirmiskés

Pasléptas lobis / Hidden treasure

Gilui¢iai, Punia

Jame vyksta stebuklai / Miraculous

Kaukai

Sléeptuve / Hiding place

Margarava

Gyveng karzygiai, kunigaiksciai
Dwelling of knights and dukes

Alytus, Margarava, Pivasiunai, Poteronys,
Punia, Radziunai, Rumbonys, Zilvia

Yra pozeminiai urvai, kiaurymés
Underground caves and hollows

Margarava, Obelija, Papéciai, Poteronys,
Punia, Rumbonys, Zilvia

Supiltas apsaugai / Built for protection

Nemunaitis, Radzianai

Vaidenasi / Haunted

Obelija, Poteronyas, Punia, Zilvia

Pasakojimai apie milzinus / Stoties about giants

Poteronys, Punia, Radzitnai

Didvyriski poelgiai/ Heroic deeds

Punia

Supylé kariai ar kt. / Built by wartiors, etc

Radzitnai, Rumbonys, Dzirmiskés, Punia

Vado kapas / Leadet's grave

Rumbonys, Punia

Supiltas kepurémis / Made with caps

Pivasiunai, Rumbonys

Uzkeikimas / Curse

Zilvia

f L




Vieni {domiausiy — pasakojimai apie meilés istorijas. Taciau tokias istorijas turi tik Alytaus,
Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniai. Tik apie Daugy piliakalnj yra legenda, kad jis supiltas laumés. Kituose
pasakojimuose apie piliakalnius mitinés butybés néra minimos. Tiesa, Poteroniy piliakalnis dar
vadinamas Milziny kalnu, taciau pasakojimas, galintis paaiskinti §j pavadinima, neislikes. Vienoje
Punios piliakalnio legendoje minima, kad tai yra milZinams supiltas kapas. Cia milZinai reiskia
didvyrius, zuvusius kovose su kryziuodciais. Kaip jvairiy personazy — kariy, vietiniy zmoniy,
- laumiy ir pan. — supilti piliakalniai minimi sie: Bambininkai, Daugai, Dirmiskes, Punia, RadZitnai,
Rumbonys, Pivasianai.

Gausiausiai legendomis apipinti Punios, Rumboniy, Zilvios, Poteroniy, Radzitny piliakalniai.
Patys jvairiausi pasakojimai sklinda apie Punios piliakalnj. Tai ir nelaimingos meilés, uzkasty lobiy,
pozeminiy urvy, kiaurymiy, vaiduokliy, gyvenusiy kunigaiksc¢iu, didvyrisky kovy, milziny ir
kunigaiksciy kapu, katiy supilto kalno istotijos. Apie Rumboniy piliakalnj kalbama, kad ¢ia
prasmegusi baznycia, buves aukakalnis, ant kalno stovéjusi pilis, kurioje gyvenes kunigaikstis, kad
i§ piliakalnio vede pozeminiai urvai iki Nemaniany. Taip pat kalbama, kad ¢ia palaidotas Zuves
karo vadas, kuriam kapa supyle kariai, kad piliakalnis supiltas kepurémis. Zilvios piliakalnis turi
labai grazia legenda apie Zilvele, vienturte vado dukra, ir jos vedybuy istorija, apie kiskiais paverstus
karius. Siame piliakalnyje taip pat minima kiaurymé, teigiama, kad jame vaidenasi. Poteroniy
piliakalnis  pasakoja apie kunigaikst, i8davusj tévyne, ir nelaiminga jo bei jo vaiky likima, apie
bedugnius urvus, $ventvietes ir vaidilutes.

Legendy istorijos labai jvairios. Dazniausiai jos pasakoja apie piliakalniy atsiradima, kam jie
buvo skirti, kas juose gyveno. Daznai Sie pasakojimai kupini mistikos ir stebukly. Maziausiai
legendy turi tie piliakalniai, kurie pagal tikraji savo amziy yra seniausieji. Daugiausia legendy turi

piliakalniai, priskiriami jotvingiams, bei vélyviausieji, mate kovas su kryziuociais.

LEGENDS OF MOUNDS
Mounds have alot of legends connected with them. Out of 28 mounds of Alytus region even
19 have their own stories. There are no legends about the following mounds: Atesninkai, Bazorai,
Einoronys, Geruliai, KriStapiskés, Kruzianai, Laukininkai, Piliakalnis, Pociunisés. Out of 14
mounds situated on the right bank of the river Nemunas, only six have legends while almostall the
mounds of the left bank of the river have legends (except Atesninkai).
It is obvious the age of the mound is important for preservation of legends. Nothing is

known about the Einoronys mound which is considered to be the oldest. Out of the 5 mounds

dated to the beginning of the 1" millennium, three mounds (Atesninkai, Laukininkai and
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Pocitniskés) have no legends. Out of the 6 mounds that were in use throughout the 1%
millennium, no legends are found about 3 mounds: Bazorai, Kristapiskés, Piliakalnis. However,
only 2 mounds lack in legends out of 11 dated to the middle of the 1" millennium-beginning of
the 2" millennium: Geruliai (Butrimonys country district) and KruZianai (Punia country district).

The most popular are legends about churches that subsided through the earth (6), leaders
who lived on mounds (8), underground caves (7) and pagan rites (5).

According to the legends dukes lived on the following mounds: Alytus, Margarava, Pivasianai,
Poteronys, Punia, Radzitnai, Rumbonys, Zilvia. Even three mounds are related to legends about
Duke Margiris (Margarava, Pivasianai, Punia).

The second largest topic of the legends is underground caves and bottomless hollows:
Margarava, Obelija, Papéciai, Poteronys, Punia, Rumbonys and Zilvia. The stoties ate very
different. It is said that underground caves from Margarava and Rumbonys mounds lead to other
places. According to other legends, there were churches on Obelija, Papéciai and Rumbonys
mounds which went underground and one can hear rubble and church bells chiming in these
places. Loud rubble can allegedly be heard on Zilvia mound as there used to stand a big mansion
which went under the ground. Punia mound is famous for its bottomless hollow and a hidden
treasure.

The third most popular part of stories is about churches, sanctuaries and monasteries that
went under the ground. Such legends are preserved about Alytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papéciai,
Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai mounds. Bambininkai, Dirmiskés, Pivasitnai, Poteronys, Rumbonys
mounds tell stories about sacrifice places and dwellings of priests, while Obelija, Poteronys, Punia
and Zilvia mounds are supposed to be haunted.

The most interesting among the legends are love stories. However, only Alytus, Punia and
Zilvia mounds have such stories. According to a legend, Daugai mound was built by a pixie.
However, no other mythological creatures are mentioned in other legends. Although Poteronys
mound has another name Giant Mound butno story is preserved to explain the origin of the name.
One legend about Punia mound mentions that it is a grave made for giants, but gian/s here mean
heroes who were killed in battles with the crusaders. Bambininkai, Daugai, Dirmiskés, Punia,
Radzitnai, Rumbonys, Pivasiunai are mentioned as mounds built up by different characters
warriors, local people, pixies, etc.

Punia, Rumbonys, Zilvia, Poteronys, Radzitinai mounds have the most numerous legends.
Various stories are told about Punia mound. These include stories of unhappy love, butied

treasures, underground caves, hollows, ghosts, knights, heroic battles, giants, a duke's grave and a




mound built up by warriors. The legends about Rumbonys mound mention a church that went
under the ground, as well as a sacrifice place and a castle where a duke lived. Moreover, there are
stories about the underground caves that lead to village Nemanianai. Other legends tell about a
commander who was killed here and buried, whereas his wartiors built up the mound with their
caps. Zilvia mound has a very beautiful legend about Zilvelé, a single daughter of the duke, her
wedding and the warriors who were turned into rabbits. Another story mentions a hollow going to
the earth depths, while the mound itself is supposed to be haunted. Poteronys mound has a story
about a duke who betrayed his motherland, and also about his unhappy fate and that of his
children, as well as about bottomless caves, a sanctuary and vestal virgins.

The stories told by legends are very different. Most of them tell about the origin of the
mounds, their destination and dwellers. The stoties are often full of mystics and miracles. The
oldest mounds have the least number of legends. Most of legends are preserved about the
mounds attributed to the jozvingiaiand the most recent ones are those which witnessed battles with

the crusadets.

Tliustracijy nuorodos / References:
1. G. Zabiela. Lietuvos medinés pilys. Vilnins. 1995
2. Laietnvos piliakalniai. Atlasas. T. 1. Vilnius. 2005




i-Emoroniq piliakalnis,
Pivasiany senitanija
I takst. pr. Kr. —Itakst. pradZia
Piliakalnis, arba Pilies kalnas, jrengtas apylinkés
kalvoje netoli Einoroniy kaimo. Dirvonuoja.
2001 m. aiksteléje istirtas 8 kv. m plotas.
Einoroniy mound,
Pivasiany country district
The 1" millennium BC -
beginning of the 2" millennium
The mound or a Castle Hill is situated on a
waste hill, not far from Einoronys village. Waste. In
2001 an area of 8 sq m was explored on the waste

grounds.




‘Daugy piliakalnis,
2 ﬂléﬂgﬁ;sémﬁm;a :
" Ifﬁkst pradZia
Pi]iaka.lrﬁs irengtas Neveiglo eZero rytiniame
krante esancioje atskiroje kalvoje. Apardytas
bulviarasiy. Apauges tankiomis eglémis, lapuociais,
pietiné aikstelés dalis dirvonuoja.
Daugai mound,
Daugai country district
Beginning of the 1" millennium
The mound is situated on a separate hill on the
eastern shore of lake Neveiglas. Itis slightly damaged

.\ bypotato cellars. Overgrown withdense spruces and
&
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Atlasas. T. 1.

Lietuvos piliakalniai.

Laukininky piliakalnis,

Alovés senitnija
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Pociﬁniékiq piliakalnis,
Daugy senitinija
Itukst. pirma pusé
Piliakalnis

Irengtas atskiroje kalvoje,
Pocianiskiy kaime, Dirvonuoja, Staurinis §lajtas

4pauges puselémyis,
Pocitiniskes mound,
Daugai Country district

First half of the 1" millennjum
The mound s situated on 4 Separate hill, in
Pociunigkes village. It is waste, but the northern

slope is OVeIgrown with pine trees,



w1
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Atesninky piliakalnis,
Simno senianija
I tiikst. pradZia
Piliakalnis yra Atesninky kaime, misko
pakrastyje esancios kalvos Siauriniame gale.
Apaugges pusimis.
Atesninkai mound,
Simnas country district
Beginning
of the 1"millennium
The mound is in Atesninkai village, at the
northern side of a hill, situated at the edge of a

forest. Overgrown with pine trees.
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Zaramciskiy piliakalnis,

Miroslavo senianija

I takst. pirma pusé
Piliakalnis jrengtas atskiroje kalvoje,
esancioje  Obelijos ezero rytiniame krante.

Ditvonuoja, vakarinis slaitas apauges eglémis.

ZaramciSkés mound,
Miroslavas country district

First half of the 1" millennium

The mound is situated on a separate hill, on

the eastern bank of lake Obelija. It is waste; the

western slope is overgrown with spruces.
Legenda:

Islikes pasakojimas, kad tarp Obelijos ir

Zaramciskiy piliakalniy tebéra baznyéia ir kad

kartais girdéti varpy skambéjimas. Piliakalnis

minimas Galiertiskés bei Zamkakalnio vardais. .

Legend:
Old people say that there is still a church &

etween Obelija and Zaramciskes mounds,

nd ringing bells can sometimes be heard.
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Papéciy piliakalnis,
Miroslavo senitnija
I takst.

Piliakalnis jrengtas ant atskiros kalvos tarp

Obelijos ir Metelio ezery. Dirvonuoja.
Papéciai mound,
Miroslavas country district
The 1" millennium

The waste mound is situated on a separate
hill between lakes Obelija and Metelys.

Legenda:

Pasakojama, kad piliakalnio rytiniame Slaite
buvo islindes grandinés galas. Suéje zmonés
kartg trauké ta granding, taciau ji trako, o galas
ismuko | piliakalnio vidy. Kas bandydavo ta
granding iStraukti, tas budavo jtraukiamas i
kalno pozemius...

Salia $io piliakalnio yra buves dar vienas
kalnas, vadinamas Sidabrakalniu. Toje vietoje
buves dvaras, kazkada uzkeiktas ir nugrimzdes

izeme. Vienas ponas karta sapnaves i§ kalno

Vilmos Jencinlytés notr.




iS¢jusias sidabrines ozkas, $nekéjusias zmoniy kalba. Jos pasakiusios, kad ponas tutjs pakviesti

kuniga atlaikyti misiy ir nickas i§ miSioms reikalingy dalyky neturi buti pamirsta. Viska sunese,

klebonas atlaikes misias, tac¢iau beeidamas nuo altotiaus pastebéjes, kad buves pamirstas zvakéms

gesinti jrankis. Kalnas taip ir likes uzkeiktas, tiktai nuo sidabriniy ozky gaves Sidabrakalnio varda...
Legend:

The legend says that once upon a time an end of a chain emerged on the eastern slope of the
mound. People came up and tried to pull out this chain but it erupted and the end disappeated in
the ground. Later those who tried to pull out the chain were dragged into the nether world.

Next to this mound, there used to be another mound called Sidabrakalnis (Silver hill). There
stood 2 mansion which was cursed and subsided underground. Once, a local nobleman had a
dream about silver goats which came out of the mound and spoke a human language. They told
him that in order to call off the curse, he had to call a

priest to hold a mass. But they could not forget a single

thing that was used during the service. The nobleman
did as he was told. They brought everything that was
necessary for the mass, and the priest held the mass. But
on his way back from the altar, the priest noticed that

they had forgotten a candle extinguisher. Therefore,

the mound remained cursed, but people started calling

itSilver hill because of the silver goats...



kalvoje, juosia-
moje Ruzelio ezero drégny kranty zemumuy,
Pieriskés kaime. Aikstelé sunkiai iSsiskiria, nes
piliakalnis ilga laika buvo ariamas.

Kristapiskés mound,

Raitininkai country district

The 1" millennium

The mound is situated on a separate hill

surrounded by wet lowlands of lake Ruzelis, in
Pieriske village. The grounds can be hardly seen as

the mound used to be ploughed for along time.
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Piliakalnio piliakalnis,
Raitim'nkq Senitinija
I tukst.
; Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, Pilia-
kalnio kaime. Dirvonuoja,
Piliakalnis mound,
Raitininkai country district -
The 1" millennium | F

The mound is situated on 2 Separate hill, in
Piliakalnis village. Waste,



Bazory piliakalnis, »
Pivasiany senianija
I takst.
Piliakalnis yra atskiroje kalvoje, Punelés
kairiajame krante, netoli Bazory kaimo. Aikstelé
dirvonuoja, rytinis slaitas apauges medziais.
Bazorai mound,
Pivasianai country district
The 1" millennium
The mound is on a separate hill, on the left
bank of the river Punelé, close to Bazorai village.
The ground is waste, and the eastern slope is

overgrown with trees.




Pivasiany piliakalnis,

Pivasitny senitnija
I takst.

Piliakalnis jrengtas atskiroje kalvoje, esancioje |
Slaurés vakarus nuo Pivasiuny miestelio, priesais
baznycia. Slaitai apauge medziais.

Pivasianai mound,
Pivasianai country district
The 1" millennium

The mound is situated on a separate hill, to the

Northwest from Pivasiunai settlement, opposite the

church. The slopes are overgrown with trees.

Legenda:
Legendos pasakoja, kad ant sio piliakalnio seno-

véje buvusi sventykla Dar sakoma, kad j ]15 nebuves

iame piliakalny palwaotas kumgalksns Margls

etomis éjo vienintelis kelias it Puniosbel Alytaus i Trakus ir Vilniu.

Legends tell about a temple that used to stand on this mound. The mound is said to have been
much lower but the people who came to pray, used to bring a cap full of soil and spill in on the hill.
Thus the worshippers gradually made a mound with their caps. It is also said that Pivasiunai
mound belonged to a son of Pilenai duke Margis, and that duke Margis himself is buried on this i
mound. In the ancient times the only road from Punia and Alytus ran to Trakai and Vllmus

through these vicinities. 1



Geruliy piliakalnis,

Butrimoniy senitinija

I takst. vid. —II takst. pradzia
Piliakalnis jrengtas Geruliy kaimo kalvoje
tarp 2 bevardziy upeliy. Pradétas tvarkyti:
nukirsti medziai, pastatyta mediné paminklo
lenta, jrengti laiptai. 2006 — 2007 m. atlikti
nedidelés apimties archeologiniai tyrimai

piliakalnio aiksteléje ir paslaitése.

Geruliai mound,

Butrimonys country district

Middle of the 1" millennium —

beginning of the 2™ millennium

The mound is situated on a hill between 2

nameless streams in Geruliai village. Trimming
of the mound was started: the trees were cut
down, a wooden memorial board was put, and
steps were built. 2006 — 2007 archaeological

research of a small size w

as perf Jann!
.
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Artiiro Baléinino nuotr.

Kruzitny piliakalnis,

Punios senitnija

I takst. vid. — II takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis jrengtas Punelés desiniajame krante
esanciame aukstumos kysulyje, Kruziuny kaime.
Apauges medziais ir krimais.

Kruzianai mound,

Punios country district
Middle of the 1" millennium —
beginning of the 2" millennium
The mound is situated on a horn of a hill, on the
ght bank of the stream Punelé, in Kruzianai villag
i il aling bush‘és. .

Legenda:

told that people used to find remains of pots,
beams and human bones on the mound, and the mound

itself used to be much higher and more pointed.



Kauky piliakalnis,
Miroslavo seniuinija
I takst. pradZia — XI a.
Kompleksa sudaro skirtingose upelio
pusése esantys 2 piliakalniai, papilys ir
papédés gyvenviete. Kauky piliakalnis
irengtas Persékés upelio kairiojo kranto
vingyje esancioje auk$tumoje, Papéciy
kaimo rytiniame pakrastyje. Piliakalnis
dirvonuoja, is piety pusés jrengti laiptai.
Tyrinétas 1967 — 1969 m. Nustatyta, kad
Kauky ir Obelytés piliakalniy kompleksas

gyvavo nuo I takst. pradzios iki XI a.

Greiciausiai buvo sunaikintas per Kijevo
Rusios kunigaiks¢iy karinj zygi pries
jotvingiy gentis.

Kaukai mound,

Miroslavas country district

Beginning of the

1" millennium —11° cent.

The complex consists of 2 mounds




hill located in a curve of the left bank of the stream Perséke, at the eastern side of Papéciai village.
The mound is waste with steps built on the southern side. The mound was explored in 1967 —
1969. It was found that Kaukai and Obelyté mound complex existed from the beginning of the 1%
millennium till the 11" century when it was probably destroyed during a military march of Russian
dukes against the josvingiai tribes.
Legenda:

Kauky piliakalnj Meteliy savininkas Usinskas noréjo suarti, bet tikslo nepasieke, nes jauciai
apako. O Obelyteés piliakalnyje kasinéjant buvo rasti stori audekliniai maiSai. Aplink $iuos
piliakalnius zmoneés rasdavo akmeniniy kirvuky ir tikéjo ju stebuklingu poveikiu: kad Sie turi

gydanciy galiy ar saugo nuo mirties.

Obelytes piliakalnis dar vadinamas Nugara.

Legend:
> Old people tell that landlord of Meteliai Usinskas
! wanted to plough Kaukai mound but did not manage

to do it: his oxen went blind. During excavations of

Obelyte mound the archaeologists found some canvas
sacks, In the vicinities people used to find stone axes
and believed in their magic powers: healing power and
ability to protect from death. A%

Obelyté mound s also called Nugara (The back).




Galinos Tamosininienés nuofr.

Obelytés ir Kauky piliakalniy kompleksas

1963m. Algirdo Kubilians nuoty. 1§ Druskininksy miesto mugigjaus rinkiniy
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Obelytés piliakalnis,
Miroslavo senitnija
I takst. pr. Kr. pabaiga— XI a.

Kitame Pers§¢kés upelio krante uz 50 m nuo
Kauky piliakalnio buvo dabar jau sunykes
Obelytés piliakalnis.

Obelyté mound,

Miroslavas country district
End of the 1"millennium BC—
11" cent.

On the other bank on the stream Perseke, 50
meters from Kaukai mound, there used to be

Obelyte mound, which is decayed now.

Vilmos Jenciulytés nuotr.




Artiiro Baléiiino nsotr.

Giluiciy piliakalnis,

Simno senitnija

I takst. —II takst. pradZia |

Piliakalnis yra | vakary puse nuo ; Y 7

Giluic¢io ezero, sta¢iame Kriauciaus upelio
kairiajame krante esancios aukstumos
kySulyje. Aiksteles ryting dalj nuplove
upelis. Apauges kramais. 1983 m. tyrinéta
papédés gyvenvieté.

Gilui¢iai mound,

Simnas country district

The 1" millennium TLietn00s s esstas, cANsses, T zizoo;
beginning of the 2" millennium

The mound is to the West from lake Giluitis, on a horn of a hill located on a steep bank of the

Kriaucius stream. The eastern side of the grounds was washed away by the stream Overgrown

with bushes. In 1983 the hill-base settlement was researched.
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Legenda:

1875 — 1876 m. per Giluiciy piliakalnj buvo tiesiamas kelias. Vienas darbininkas rado molinj
puodg su pinigais ir brangenybémis. Sio darbininko bita labai $ykstaus, jis nenoréjo pasidalyti
rastu lobiu su draugais, todeél slapéiomis vél uzkasé puoda ir toje vietoje atsigulé sakydamas, kad
staiga pablogéjo sveikata. Darbininkai noréjo jam padéti, nuvezti pas gydytoja, taciau sis prasé jo
nejudinti visus ramindamas, kad liga greit praeis. Taip ir liko guléti iki nakties. Ryte darbininkai toje
vietoje rado tik duobe, kurioje buvo puodas, o darbininko su lobiu daugiau niekas nematé ir
nesutiko...

Legend:

In 1875— 1876 a road was being built near Giluiciai mound, and some worker found a clay pot
with money and jewellery. This man was very greedy,
and he did not want to divide the treasure with his
friends. That is why he secretly buried the pot again

and lay down above it telling his friends he was not

feeling well. They wanted to help him and offered to

take him to the doctor, but he refused asking not to

move him and assuring that he would be well again

soon after resting for some time. He remained there
till night. In the morning the workers found there a
hole in the ground with a pot in it, and nobody ever

had seen the worker and the treasure again...




Bambininky piliakalnis,
Simno senianija
I tukst. vid. —II takst. pradZia

Piliakalnis yra Bambenos upelio kairiajame
krante, Azuoliniy gyvenvietéje. Pylime iSkastas
apkasas, auga pavieniai medziai.

Bambininkai mound,

Simnas country district

Middle of the 1" millennium —
beginning of the 2™ millennium

The mound is on the left bank of the Bambena
stream, in Azuoliniai settlement. There is a dug trench
on the causey and separate trees.

Legenda:

Pasakojama, kad antjo esas palaidotas paskutinis
sios apylinkés Perkuno garbintojas Dembutis. Jam
dar gyvam esant ¢ia buvusi iskasta duobé¢, kurioje ji
palaidojo. Cia pasibaige jo vargai, todél ir piliakalnj
pavadine Dembavargiuarba Dembutvargiu...

Legend: o
It is told that a man gya]led Demburis, the last




Lietuvos piliakalniai. Atlasas. T. 1. 2005

Anigkio piliakalnis,

Alytaus senitinija

I takst. vid. — IT takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis yra $alia I-ojo Arminy kaimo, Gudeliy

ezero pasonéje tekancio bevardzio upelio kairiojo kranto
aukstumoje. Aikstelé dar iki XX a. beveik visa nuplauta
upelio. Apauges lapuociais medziais.

Aniskis mound, Alytus country district

Middle of the 1" millennium — beginning

of the 2" millennium
| The mound is near Arminai I village, Gudeliai lake, on
. theleft bank of a nameless stream, at the edge of a hill. By
I‘ the 20" cent the grounds were nearly washed away by the
| stream, the mound is overgrown with leafy trees.

Legenda:

Legenda pasakoja, jog ant piliakalnio buvo baznycia,

kuri prasmego skradziai Zeme, o varpy atbalsj ir dabar

laikas nuo laiko galima girdéti gretimuose ezeruose. Taip

pat pasako;arna kad kltados pxhaka]mo v1du)e buvusi

According to a legend, there used to stand a church at

the top of the mound Whlch went down the ground.
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Dirmiskiy piliakalnis,

Artriro Baléitino nuotr.

Miroslavo senianija
I takst. vid. —II takst. pradZia

Piliakalnis jrengtas bevardzio upelio kairiajame krante esancioje aukstesnéje vietoje, miske

prie Dirmiskiy kaimo. 2001 m. tyrinéta papédeés gyvenviete.
Dirmiskés mound, Miroslavas country district
Middle of the 1" millennium —beginning of the 2™ millennium

The mound is situated, on a higher place on the left side of a nameless stream, near Dirmiskes

village, in the forest. In 2001 a hill foot settlement was explored.
Legenda:

Senovéje cia gyvenes grazus krivis. Jis {simyléjes viena vaidilute, pasizadéjusia gyventi
skaistybéje, ir ja vedes. Tada ant jy kritusi dievy bausmeé ir jie su visa sventove nugrimzde j kalna ir
dabar ten gyvena. Iskilsia kartu su sventove pasaulio pabaigoje. Zmoneés ju atminimui kalna
apsodino rozémis, auganciomis ¢ia iki siol. /moneés jas vadina ,,piliarozémis*.

Legend:

According to a legend, a handsome priest used
to live there. He fell in love with a vestal virgin who
had vowed to keep her chastity. Nevertheless, the
priest married her. The gods punished them by
sending the temple underground, where they still
live. At the end of the time the priest and his wife
will come back to the surface of the earth. People
planted roses on the mound to commemorate the

lovers. These roses are called “castle roses (rose

mallows)...




Obelijos piliakalnis,

Miroslavo senitinija

I takst. vid. —II takst. pradZia

Piliakalnis (Zaramkalnis) jrengtas Obelijos ezero

rytiniame krante esancios kalvos Siauriniame gale, giraités
pakrastyje.

Obelijamound,

Miroslavas country district

Middle of the 1" millennium—

oy

beginning of the 2" millennium NN

The mound (Zaramkalnis) is situated on the northern
side of a hill located on the eastern bank of lake Obelija, at

the edge of a groove.

Legenda:

Anksciau prie piliakalnio buvo Zeremiskiy dvaras.

Galbut todél vietiniy zmoniy piliakalnis dar vadinamas
Zaramkalniu... Legenda byloja, kad siame kalne prasmegusi
bazny¢ia, kurios varpy gausma galima isgirsti iki siol... Anksciau kalne buvusi kiauryme, { kuria
imetus akmenélj aidas dar ilgai skambeédaves. Pasakojama, kad ¢ia negalima buvo pasilikti nakciai
ir sekmadienio vidurdienj, nes vaidendavosi... Piliakalnis dar vadinamas Strupakalniu...
Legend:
There used to stand Zeremiskés mansion nearby the mound. Thatis why local people call the

- mound Zaramkalnis. The legend tells about a church which went down the earth, so we still can

he xilt?und is also called

e




Zilvios piliakalnis, Artiro Baléiing notr
Miroslavo senitnija
Itakst. vid.— II takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis jrengtas atskiroje kalvoje, Zilvios upelio kairiajame krante, Pupasodzio kaime.
Tvarkomas, jrengti laiptai.
Zilvios mound,
Miroslavo country district
Middle of the 1" millennium—
beginning of the 2" millennium
The mound is situated on a separate hill, on
the left bank of the stream Zilvia, in Pupasodis
village. Itis trimmed; with steps on the slope.

Legenda:

Artiro Balcinno nuotr.

Piliakalnis kadaise turéjes pili. Ten gyvenes
kunigaikstis, kuriam Dievas nebuvo skyres né vieno sanaus. Bet jis augines dukterj, graziausia
apylinkés mergaite. Jos vardas buvo Zilvinélé. Kunigaiktis rengesis mirti, todél susisaukes
apylinkeés krivius ir klauses ju, ka turis palikti savo jpediniu. Paklause $venty azuoly slaméjimo, Sie
;3 atsake, kad Zilvinélé turinti itekéti uz graziausio kunigaikscio, kuris savo lapomis dar nebity

lytéjes jokios mergaités. Taciau apylinkéje ir visoje Lietuvoje tokio nerade. Tada atjojes svetimos

¢ jo labai nekentusi. Tévas jq vertes uz

. kalnq nugramzdmgs o Zﬂvmelc su savimi | dangy pas1erngs Turtq dau&hs lesko]Q, bet nickas
‘ o neradq, nes karalaitis moke]cs pasleptl Kadang1 negaves musq sahes valdyu, stengcs1s bent turty
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niekam neduoti. Dabar kiekviena pavasarj Perkunas mums primena karalaités varda, nes danguje
brézia ugninj 2 zenkla.
Legend:

In ancient times there stood a castle on the hill, where lived a2 duke whom the God had not
given a single son. However, his daughter was the prettiest girl in the region. Her name was
Zilvinéle. Before his death the Duke called his priests and asked whom he should appoint as his
heir. The priests listened to rustling of holy oaks and told him that Zilvinélé should marry a most
handsome duke who had not touched any girl with his lips. However, they did not manage to find
such a duke throughout Lithuania. Then a prince from overseas came and offered his heart to the
gitl, but she hated him. The father tried to force Zilvinélé to marry the foreign prince but the
priests supported her. According to them, they listened to rustling of the holy oaks again and were
told that the girl had to sacrifice herself to God Perkunas (Thunder ) and serve to him throughout
her life, while the treasutres from the castle should be
sacrificed to God Thunder's Temple. So Zilvinélé
went to worship God in the holy temple, but the
forlorn prince killed Zilvinélé's father, kidnapped
the girl from the temple, seized all the treasures and
hoped to live happily in the castle. However, God
Thunder got furious, killed the prince with his arrow
and sent him down the earth with the castle and all
treasures. Then he took Zilvinélé to his palace in

heaven. Later a lot of people were looking for the

treasures but nobody
found them as the
prince had hidden
them so that nobody
could find: being not
allowed to rule our
country, he tried to
keep the treasures for
himself. Now each
spring God Thunder
reminds us the gitl's
name by marking the
sky with the first

letter of her name Z.

Artiro Baléiano nuotr.
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Radziany piliakalnis,
Alytaus miestas
I takst. vid —II takst. pradZia

Piliakalnis jrengtas Nemuno kairiajame krante, prie Kirmijos upelio ziociy esancioje kalvoje,

Vidzgirio botanikos draustinyje. Apauges medziais. 2002 m. atlikti piliakalnio Zvalgomieji

archeologiniai tyrimai.

RadZitnai mound,

Alytus town

Middle of the 1" millennium —

beginning of the 2" millennium

The mound is situated on the left bank
of the river Nemunas, on a hill near the
mouth of the stream Kirmija, in Vidzgiris
botanical reserve. Overgrown with trees. In
2002, investigative archaeological research

was performed.

Galinos Tamosinnienés nuotr.




Legenda:
Piliakalnis dar kitaip vadinamas ,,Pilaite".
Padavimai sako, kad piliakalnj supyle du

broliai kunigaik¢iai apsigynimo reikalams...

Manoma, kad jo virsunéje uzkurdave i bl Ao
lauza Ziniai perduoti...

Legend:

This mound is also called pilaite (a “little
castle”). Legends tell that the mound was
made by two brothers for the defence
purposes...

Itis thought that people used to light a
fire at the top of the mound to send a

message...




Rumboniy piliakalnis,
Alytaus seniunija
I takst. — II takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis jrengtas Nemuno kairiajame, o
Pilupio deSiniajame krante esancios auk$tumos
kySulyje, Rumboniy kaime. Siaurinis §laitas apauges
krimais, vakaruose jrengti laiptai. 1969 m. tyrinéta
Rumboniy piliakalnio gyvenvieté.
Rumbonys mound,
Alytus country district
The 1" millennium —
beginning of the 2™ millennium
The mound is situated on the horn located on

left bank of the Nemunas and the right bank of the

[T alctybinis arcbecl

Pilupis, in Rumbonys village. The northern slope is overgrown with bushes, and steps are built on

the western slope. Rumbonys mound settlement was explored in 1969.




Legenda:

Anot padavimy, Rumboniy vardas esa kiles nuo
senovéje siame piliakalnyje stovéjusiy puikiy karaliy
ramy su auks$tu bokstu, arba bone. Todél ir §i vieta
buvusi pavadinta Rumbonimis...

Padavimai pasakoja, kad i§ Rumboniy piliakalnio

{ Punios piliakalnj kitame Nemuno krante vedé

pozeminis urvas... Piliakalnyje sako esas palaidotas

galingas Dainavos $alies karo vadas... Dar pasakoja,

kad senovéje, kai zmonés dievams ugnj kureno,

Rumboniy kalne stovéjusi Perkuno baznycia. Véliau,

ivedus Lietuvoje kriksc¢ionybe, toji baznycia buvo

uzkeikta ir skradziai Zeme prasmego. Seniau kalne

buvusi duobé su kiauryme, kurion metus akmenj jis

ilgai riedédaves, kol atsimusdaves { varpa...

Legend:

According to legends, name Rumbonys comes

from the beautiful palace with a tall tower (bone)

which used to stand on the mound. That's why this

place is called Rumbonys.

The legends also tell that there was an

underground cave from Rumbonys mound to Punia

mound on the other bank of the river Nemunas.

They say, a powerful war commander of the Dainava

country is buried on the mound... They say that in

ancient times, when people used to burn holy fires to

their gods, there stood God Perkanas (Thunder)

temple on the mound. Later on, after introduction of Christianity in

cursed and went down the earth. There used to be a big hole with a ho,

thrown into the hole would travel along way down and hit the bell of
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‘ Ma:gafavrjsp akalnis,
Alytaus seniunija
I takst. vid. —II takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis yra Nemuno kairiajame krante,
aukstumos kysulyje prie Dubenélés Ziociy. I$
pietryciy ir piety ji juosia Dubenéle, i§ vakary —
Nemuno slénis. Aikstelé beveik visa nuplauta
Dubencélés. Apauges medziais ir kramais.
Margarava mound,
Alytus country district
Middle of the 1" millennium —
beginning of the 2" millennium
The mound is situated on a horn of a hill on
the left bank of the river Nemunas, near the
mouth of the stream Dubenélé. The mound is
surrounded by the Dubenélé from the Southeast
and South, while the Nemunas valley is on the
West. The grounds are almost entirely washed
away by the Dubenélé. Overgrown with trees

and bushes.

XX a. I pusé. Balio Buraco nuotr.
I5 Vyriausiosios ar

heologinés k jos mediagos

Avrtsro Balciuno nnotr.




Legenda:

Zmonés pasakoja, jog kunigaikstis Margiris gyveno ne Punioje, bet Margaravoje, kur buvusi
sumaryta pilis ant dabartinio piliakalnio. Sako, buve pozeminiai urvai, jungiantys Punios pili su
Margaravos Raudonkalniu. Urvai tesesi palei Nemung | Punios miska, 0 1S ten po Nemunu | Punia.
Tie pozemiai tebesa ir dabar. Kada viena pilis nejstengdavo atsispirti pries kryziuocius, tais urvais
gynéjai slaptai pereidave | kita pili. Padavimas pasakoja, jog kuomet tvirtové buvo apgulta
kryzinociy, Margiris, negalédamas juy sulaikyti, su kariuomene slapta peréjo i Punia...

Legend:

People tell that duke Margiris used to live not in Punia but in Margarava on the present
mound, where stood a big stone castle. They say underground caves connected Punia castle with
Margarava Raudonkalnis (Red hill). The caves went
along the river Nemunas to Punia forest, and then,

under the river, to Punia on the other bank of the

river. Old people believe these underground caves still
exist. When one castle could not resist the crusaders,
the defenders secretly transferred to another castle

by the caves. According to a legend, once, when the

fortress was surrounded by the crusaders, failing to

stop them, duke Margiris secretly went to Punia

together with his army... \

e %..c v onsn |
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’Potefghiqpiliakalnis, Sl s

Alovés seniunija

Itukst.— II takst. pradZia
Piliakalnis jrengtas Aloves upelio desiniojo
kranto kysulyje, Poteroniy kaime. Dirvonuoja.
Poteronys mound,
Alové country district
The 1" millennium —
beginning of the 2" millennium
The mound is situated on a horn, on the
right bank of the stream Alové, in Poteronys

village. Waste.

m. Algirdo Kubilians nuotr
GG

miesto mugiejans it




Legenda:
Piliakalnis senovéje turéjes pili, kurios kunigaikstis peréjes | priesy puse. Jo sunus susaukes
burtininkus ir prakeikes savo téva. Taciau jis nezinojes, kad tévas atgailaudamas grizta atgal.
Senolio dukté, pamaciusi begriztant] téva, parodziusi ji savo broliui, kuris, pykdamas, kad
nepavyko uzkeikti tévo, nuzudes burtininkus ir krivius. Dievai pili su sanumi nugramzding j kalna,
tévas iS¢jes kovoti su priesais ir zuves, o mergaité, kurios vardas buves Gezulé, ilgai meldusis. Nuo
jos maldy (poteriy) ir §i vieta gavusi Poteroniy varda...

Kalbama, kad piliakalnyje vaidendavosi. Vidurnaktj piliakalnio virsanéje pasirodydavo baltais
drabuziais vilkinti vaidilute, kasas i$sipynusi, su raty vainikéliu ant galvos. Ji kurendavo ugnj,
verkdavo ir aimanuodavo ligi gaidziams pragystant, véliau pranykdavo...

Legend:

In ancient times, there stood a castle on this mound. The duke who lived in the castle went
over to the enemy. His son called wizards and cursed his father. However, he did not know that his
father was already coming home regretting of his deal. The old man's daughter saw her father and
showed him to her brother. But he got furious that he had
not succeeded to cutse his father, and killed his wizards and
priests. Therefore, gods punished the son and sent him
together with the castle down the earth. The old duke went
to fight the enemies and was killed in the battle. His
daughter Gezulé prayed for him for a long time. That is
why the place was called Poteronys (place of prayer)...

People say that the mound used to be haunted. At
midnight a vestal virgin dressed in white would appear on

the mound, her hair loose, and a rue garland on her head.

She would light a fire, cry and moan till the first roosters
sing, then she would disappear...




kalno Nemuno upés desiniajame hante, kur
Alytupis, apjuoses piliakalnj, jteka { Nemuna.
1985 — 1986 m. tyrinéta VII — XII a.
piliakalnio papédés gyvenviete. 2002 m.
piliakalnis sutvarkytas.

Alytus mound, Alytus town

Middle of the

1" millennium — 14" cent.

Alytus mound is situated on the natural
hill, on the right bank of the river Nemunas,
where Alytupis, having surrounded the
mound, falls into the Nemunas. 1985—1986 a
hill-base settlement of 7™ — 12 ™ centuries
was researched, the mound was trimmed in
2002.

Legenda:

Pasak legendos, ant piliakalnio stovéjusi
mediné pilis. Ji priklausé Siy viety bajorui
Raimoniui. Jo nei$pasakyto grozio dukra

Mirgrauselé ir kunigaiksc¢io Smukninio stnus

Druskininkex miesto mug,




Alyta karstai pamile vienas kita, ta¢iau Mirgrausélei buvo skirta vaidilutés dalia. Karta pili uzpuolé
kryziuociai ir zuvo visi Raimonio kariai. Taciau Alyta likes gyvas, prasiverzes i§ kryziuociy
apsupimo, nujojes { Gabijos kalnelj, kur Mirgrausélé kursciusi Sventaja ugni, ir ja paslépes, o pats
gtizes | kova. Nors ir narsiai kovési Alyta, bet ir jis zuvo. Mirgrauséle, suzinojusi apie Alytos mirtj,
taip graudziai verkusi, kad jos asaros upeliu pradéjusios tekéti | Nemuna. Upelis zyniy buvo
pavadintas Alytupiu, Gabijos kalnelis Mirgrausélés piliakalniu, o nuo Alytos vardo pavadinima
gaves Alytaus miestas. Ir Siandien | Nemunag teka Mirgrausélés asary upelis, o seni zmonés sako,
kad is to upelio atsigéres nemylintis jsimyli, o mylintis pamilsta dar tvirciau...
Legend:

According to the legend, a wooden castle stood
on the mound. There lived a nobleman Raimonis.
His daughter Mirgrausélé of divine beauty fell in
love with warrior Alita, a son of duke Smugninis, but
the girl was destined to become a vestal virgin and
take care of the holy fire on the Altar hill. Once, the
castle was attacked by the crusaders. All wartiors of
Raimonis were killed in the battle. However, Alita
remained alive. He managed to escape from the
enemy's envelopment and rode to the Altar hill where
Mirgrauselé was burning a holy fire. The wartior took
his beloved to safety and went back to the battle field.
Even though Alita was a brave warrior, he was alone
against lots of enemies, and eventually he was killed
in the battle. When Mirgrausélé learnt that her
beloved Alita was dead, she ctied and cried so bittetly

that her tears ran like a stream to the r1ver Nemunas

The pnests called the stream Alytupls (ﬁ;ver of A.hta) :

wartior Ahta gave hls‘”ﬁa.me to Alm towns The strearn of erggasele 5 tears su]l ﬂows mto




Punios piliakalnis,

Punios senitnija

Artiro Baléinno nuotr.

XIV a. pabaiga— XV a. pradzZia

Garsiausias Alytaus kraste Punios piliakalnis stakso Nemuno ir Punelés santakoje. Tai vienas
didZiausiy piliakalniy Lietuvoje. Beveik visas istyrinétas. Piliakalnio vietoje buvo gyvenama jau
akmens amZiuje, gyvenvieté ¢ia buvo ir I tikst. pr. Kr. Zinoma, kad XIV a. pab. — XV a. pr. ¢ia
stovejo 1387 ir 1414 m. raSytiniuose Saltiniuose minima mediné Punios pilis, o XV — XVIII a. —
dvaro riimai. Slaitai apaugg krimais, aikstelé prizitirima.

Punia mound,
Punia country district
End of 14" cent.— beginning of the 15" cent.

The most famous mound in Alytus region, Punia mound, stands on the confluence of the
Nemunas and the Punelé. It is one of the biggest mounds in Lithuania. Punia mound is almost
entirely explored. The place of the mound was inhabited in the Stone Age, there was a settlement
at the beginning of the 1st millennium BC. At the end of 14" cent. — beginning of the 15" cent.
there stQQd 2 wooden Punia castle, which is mentioned in the written sources in 1387 and 1414,

with bushes, and

&

: w q ¥ ! .
swhile there was a mansion was in the 15" = 17 he slopes.are overgrown

Ly ‘&» g
L 7 Gloger. Dolinami rzek. Warszana. 1903




Legenda:

Senovéje Punioje gyveno garsus kunigaikstis Margis su savo zmona Morta. Jis turéjo labai
grazia dukter, kuri savo kieme buvo pamilusi jai nelygy bernaitj Kestut] ir noréjusi su juo tuoktis,
bet tévai priesinosi. Tuomet ji, nepaklusdama tévy valiai, nutarusi pabégti per Nemuna. Tévas,
pamates bégancia duktery, i$ lanko paleides { ja vily¢ia ir mirtinai suzeides, o jos numylétaji nukoves.
Abu jie isvirto i$ laivelio ir paskendo Nemuno bangose. Po to tévas sakydaves, kad ateis laikas it jo
dukté i§ Nemuno dugno iskilsianti. Zmonés kalba, kad ir dabar kunigaikityté nakties metu dar
kartais pasirodanti. Sykj naktj vaziaves Zzmogus prie Nemuno ties Margio kalnu pamaté ant kranto
stovincia kunigaikstyte, kuri jam tarusi: ,,Pulsiu { Nemung® ir ji visa vandeniu aptaskiusi. Sis
zmogus taip iSsigandes, kad vos gyvas parbéges namo...

Kiti pasakoja, kad seniau ant Mar-
gio kalno buvusi skyle, { kuria piemenys
mesdave kepure, bet kazkokia jéga ja i$
ten atgal iSmesdavusi. Kartais i$ tos
skylés pasigirsdaves grazus moteriskas
balsas, dainuojas kokig tai labai grazia
daing. Tuomet drasiausieji émé kastis
norédami paziuréti, kas ten yra. Prikasée
duris ir jas atsidar¢ pamate, kad prie
stalo, apstatyto zvakémis, sédi skaisti

kunigaikstyté...

Legend:
Artiiro Baléiino nuotr:
In ancient times a renowned duke

Margis lived in Punia with his wife Morta. He had a very beautiful daughter who fell in love with a
simple young man Kestutis and wanted to marry him. However, her parents were against this
unequal marriage. Then she disobeyed her parents’ will and ran away with her beloved. They were
crossing the river in a boat when the duke saw his eloping daughter, shot an arrow from his bow
and killed Kestutis. However, his daughter was lethally wounded. They both fell into the river
Nemunas and drowned. After that the father used to say that the time would come when his
daughter and her beloved would come back from the river. People say that sometimes at night the
young princess emerges from the river. Once, a man was passing the place at night. He saw the
princess standing on the mound. She said: “T am jumping into the Nemunas”, and did so splashing

him with water. The man got so frightened that he hardly managed to reach his home alive...




Other people say there used to be a hole at the
top of the mound. Shepherds would try to throw
their caps into the hole but some power would
throw them back. Sometimes they could hear a
soft woman's voice singing a beautiful song. Once
the bravest decided to see who was singing there.
They started digging into the mound. After some
time they came up to a door and opened it. There
they saw a most beautiful princess sitting at the

table with alot of candles onit...

XX a. I puse. I§ Valst




Nemunaidio piliakalnis,
Nemunaicio senianija

X1V a.

Piliakalnis jrengtas Nemuno desiniojo kranto

aukStumoje, | S$iaurés rytus nuo Nemunaicio

miestelio, miske. Ji beveik visa nuplové Nemunas,
isliko tik pietrytinis krastas. Ant piliakalnio stovéjo
Nemunaicio pilis, minima 1384 ir 1387 m.

Nemunaitis mound,

Nemunaitis country district

The 14" cent.

The mound is situated on a hill on the right bank
of the Nemunas, Nottheast from Nemunaitis
settlement, in the forest. It has been almost entirely
washed away by the Nemunas, and only the Southeast
edge remained. Nemunaitis castle, mentioned in
written sources in 1384 and 1387, stood on the
mound.

ApraSymas:

1385 m. Ziemos kelias  Sal¢ininky apylinkes...

. nuo Kirsnos iki Nemunaicio pilies, esancios
anapus Nemuno, 4 mylios, tame tarpe keliose vietose
kelig reikés prasivalyti; nuo Nemunaicio iki upés, kuri
vadinama Naude, 2 mylios atviro kelio, pastovis geras iki Perlojos...

Description:
In 1385 awinter road to Sal¢ininkai region...
... from Kirsna till Nemunaitis castle on the other bank of the river Nemunas, 4 miles away. In

this interval the road from Nemunaitis till the river, called Naude, will have to be cleared, then 2

miles of an open road, and the situation is good till Perloja...
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Alytaus krastotyros
muziejaus parodos
,»Musy protéviy dvasia®
apie Alytaus miesto
ir rajono piliakalnius
katalogas.
Leidinyje pateikiamos
visy Alytaus rajono
ir miesto piliakalniy
fotografijos, legendos,
apzvelgiama raida,
siandieniné bukle,
archeologiniy kasinéjimy

medziaga.
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