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PRATARME 

Piliakalniai - unikalus gynybiniai itvirtinimai, naudoti beveik visoie Europoie. Lietuvoie iie 

issilaike ilgiausiai (iki :A'V a. pradzios), todd galima laikyti isskirtiniu Lietuvos archeologiniu 

paveldu. Siandien piliakalniai iau yra krasto istoriios liudininkai, turi mokslin~, pazintin~, 

rekreacin~ vert~, praturtina Lietuvos krastovaizdi. Piliakalnio kalv3c kartu su slaitais bei papedes 

gyvenviete saugo valstybe. Kultliros paveldo departamento duomenirnis, Lietuvoie saugorni 754 

piliakalniai, 19 is ill Alytaus raione, 2 Alytaus rnieste. Dar 7 numanomos kalvos neitrauktos i 
Nekilnoiamllittkultliros vertybill registrq_. 

Alytaus krastotyros muzieiaus parengtos parodos ir katalogo ,Musqproteviq dvasia" tikslas­

supazindinti su piliakalniais, esanciais Alytaus raione ir rnieste, atkreipti demesi ne tiki itt kultlirini 

unikalumq, bet ir priminti piliakalniq prieziilros, issaugoiimo bei informaciios apie iuos sklaidos 

butinyb~. 

Katalogq_ sudaro dvi dalys. Pirmoie dalyje glaustai apzvelgiama piliakalniq raida, ill siandienine 

bilkle, archeologiniai kasineiirnai bei islikusi zodine informaciia. Antroie dalyie pateikiamos 

piliakalnill fotografiios, legendos, amzius, ieigu yra, dar ir zemelapis, nurodantis kaip is Alytaus 

pasiekti norirnq_ piliakalfli. Fotografiios padeda atskleisti piliakalniq fizin~ kaitq_ amzill begyie bei 

siandien matom::till vaizdq_is ivairiqpusill. 

Rengiant informacin~ medziagq, daugiausia naudotasi leidiniais apie Uznemunes piliakalnius: 

Petro Tarasenkos ,Uznemunes krasto piliakalniai" (Vilnius, 1997) bei Prano Kulikausko 

,UZnemunes piliakalniai I -XIII amziuie" (Vilnius, 1982), taip pat Gintauto Zabielos 1995 m. 

leista monografiia ,Lietuvos medines pilys", Lietuvos piliakalniq atlaso I tomu (2005 m., 

sudarytoiai - Zenonas Baubonis ir Gintautas Zabiela), archeologiniq kasineiirntt ataskaitornis is 

Alytaus krastotyros muzieiaus. Pats seniausias panaudotas saltinis- 1909 m. Juozapo Radziukyno 

,Suvalkq redybos piliakalniai". Didzioii dalis legendll pairntos is Valstybines archeologines 

kornisiios medziagos (XX a. 4-tas desirntmetis) bei 2009 m. vasarqAlytaus krastotyros muzieiaus 

organizuotoie ekspediciioie surinktq duomenq. 

Rengiant katalogq, panaudotos fotografiios is Druskininkq rniesto muzieiaus rinkinill, Birutes 

Malaskeviciutes asmeniniq archyvtt, Lietuvos piliakalniq atlaso, Valstybines archeologines 

kornisiios medziagos bei Alytaus krastotyros muzieiuie saugomos fotodokumentikos, kuriq_ 

paruose Artliras Balciilnas, Gin tare Markeviciene, Galin a Tamosiilniene, Vilma J enciulyte. 

Parodq_ parengti padeio Kultliros paveldo departamentas. Katalogas isleistas asociaciios 

Dzukrt kulturos drauge ir Alytaus raiono savivaldybes lesornis. Ypatingai dekoiu kolegoms- istorikui 

Artilrui BalCiunui bei dailininkei Gintarei Markevicienei, padeiusiems igyvendinti si proiektq, 

muzieiaus direktorei Audronei Jakunskienei, korektorei Viliiai Markauskienei. Taip pat dekoiu 

visiems, prisideiusiems prie sio sumanymo. 

Vilma JenCiu!Jtte 
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PILIAKALNIQ RAIDA 

Ankstyvieji piliakalniai. Bruksniuotosios keramikos kultiira. Ankstyvasis 

gele:iies amzius (V a. pr. Kr .- I a.) 

Naujajame bronzos amziuje (XI - VI a. pr. Kr.) gyventojai pradeda kurtis aukstesnese vietose, 

dazniausiai !sirengia !tvirtintas gyvenvietes-piliakalnius. I tiikst. pr. Kr. Lietuvoje jau buvo 

apgyvendintq vietoviq arba atskirq !tvirtinirnq, kuriuos galime laikyti ankstyvaisiais piliakalniais. 

Ankstyvqjq piliakalniq raidai !takos turejo Bruksniuotosios keramikos kultiira. Juose arba prie jq 

prisisliejusiose papedes gyvenvietese aptinkama sios kultiiros puodq sukiq, kuriq pavirsius 

lygintas zoles gniuztemis, todd padengtas !vairiais !brezimais. Si kultiira susiformavo Rytq 

Lietuvoje, Pietineje Latvijoje bei Pietvakarineje Baltarusijoje II- I tiikst. pr. Kr. ir gyvavo iki II a. 

po Kr. Jai biidinga platus akmens, medzio, kaulo naudojirnas buityje, vyrauja gyvulininkyste, 

isplit~ nuolatinio apgyvendinimo rajonai. Zinoma, bronza ar gele2is plaCiau naudota tik kultiiros 

egzistavirno pabaigoje. Didele sios kultiiros !taka aplinkinems teritorijoms. Del jos poveikio 

piliakalniai atsiranda Pietqir centrineje Lietuvoje, o keramikos bruksniavirnas pasieke net Vakarq 

Lietuv~. 

Ankstyvt(/11. piliakalnit{ paplitimas: 

1 - Briikfniuotosios keramikos kultiiros 

piliakalnitt paplitimas I tiikstantmecio pr. Kr. 

viduryje, 2 - akmeniniq itvirtinimt{ paplitimas I 

tiikstantmeryje pr. Kr., 3 - Briikfniuotosios 

keramikos kultiiros plitimas ankstyvajame gele:?jes 

am:?jtge, 4 - ankstyvt(jt{ Vakart{ L ietuvos 

itvirtinimq plitimas senajame gele:?jes am:?jtge. 

1 nuoroda / Distribution of ear!J mounds: 

1 - Occurrence of mounds of Lined Ceramics Culture in tbe middle of tbe 1'
1 
millennium BC, 2 - Distribution 

of stone reinforcements in tbe 1'1 millennium BC, 3 - Spread of L ined Ceramics Culture in tbe Ear!J Iron Age, 

4 - Spread of ear!J Western Lithuania reinforcements in tbe Old Iron Age. Reference 1 

Ankstyvajame gelezies amziuje piliakalniq aikstelese, nors ir padrikai uzstatytose, pastatai 

pradedami traukti prie stiprinamqjq !tvirtinirntt. Pradeda formuotis ilgieji pastatai - galinemis 

sienomis vienas prie kito prislietq statiniq eile, juosianti aikstel~. 

Kadangi sios kultiiros piliakalniai mazai tyrineti, yra sunku kalbeti apie itt tikslesn~ 

chronologij~ ar kultiirin! priklausym~. Pagal randamus !tvirtinimus galima isskirti kelet~ bruks­

niuotosios keramikos piliakalnitt tiptt, kurie ir chronologiniu, ir funkciniu poziiiriu yra skirtingi: 



I. Neclideli piliakalniai irengti kalvq vir5unese, be ryskiau isre.ikstq itvirtin.imq. 

Papedziqgyvenvieciqneaptikta. Iki siol beveik netyrineti. 

II. Nemazomis (40- 80 m) pailgomis, keturkampemis ar ovaliomis aikstelemis, be zymesn.iq 

itvirtinimq, stambesn.iq bendruomeni~.t gyven amosios vietos. ! tvirtinimai - tai 

dvigubos meclines tvoros aiksteles pakrasciuose. Ilgiau gyvavc:; issiskiria storesn.iu kultiirin.iu 

sluoksniu, kuris kartais pridengtas velesn.iq epochqpalikimu. 

III. StUkso tiek kalvq virslinese, tiek ir krantq kysuliuose. 30 - 80 m dydzio, daugiausiai 

keturkarnpemis a.ikstelemis, krastuose sutvirtinti pylimais. Neretai turi papildomq itvirtinimq 

linijas, paprastai virtusias terasomis. Bene geriausiai istyrineti bruksn.iuotosios kulturos 

piliakalniai, naudoti gana ilg~ laikq, itvirtin.imai rekonstruoti ir plesti. ISgyveno kultiiros zlugimo 

laikus, gyvavo iki I tiikst. vidurio. Papedese nemazos gyvenvietes. 

IV. !rengti neclideliq kalvq virslinese, mazi, su 20 m skersmens aikStelemis, apjuosti 2 - 3 

itvirtinim~.t ziedais. Piliakaln.iai netyri neti, aiskesn.iq papedziq gyvenv.ieCiq neturi. 

V Labai negaus.i piliakaln.iq rus.is. D.idz.iuliai 0,5 - 3 ha piliakaln.ia.i gyvenvietes, turintys tiktai 

natiiralius itvirtin.imus: staCius slaitus, papedeje juosiarnus vandens. Dalis toki~.t piliakaln.i~.t irengta 

atskirose kalvose, turinc.iose vidutin.io statumo slaitus. Ta.i tiesiog clidz.iules silpnai itvirtintos 

gyvenvietes. 

Tiek sie piliakalniai, tiek ir gausios Bruksn.iuotosios keramikos kultiiros gyvenvietes lieka 

beveik netyrineta sri tis. Lietuvoje placiausiai tirta Norklinq piliakaln.io papedes gyvenv.iete parode, 

kad joje zmones gyveno tik pirmaisiais amziais po Krista us. 

Pastatai Norkiim£ piliakalnio aikftelge. 1 nuoroda / Buildings on the grounds of Norktlnai mound 

&ference 1 



IS Alytaus ra1one esanCiq piliakalniq ryskiausiu Briiksniuotosios kerarnikos kulriiros 

pavyzdziu laikytinas Einoroniq piliakalnis. Jo aiksteleje aptikta bruksniuotosios kerarnikos, 

titnaginiq dirbiniq. Piliakalnis datuojamas I tlikst. pr. Kr.- I tlikst. pradzia. 

Einoroniltpiliakalnis / EinorOI!J'S 11101111d 

Pagal piliakalniq datavim~ ir 

radinius papedes gyvenvietese 

Bruksniuotosios keramikos 

kulturos itakai butq galima 

priskirti ir daugiau piliakalniq. 

Taciau nea tlikus detalesniq 

tyrinejimq, tai daryti burq kiek 

neatsakinga. Tuo labiau, kad 

dauguma papedziq gyvenvieCiq 

yra susikurusios anksCiau uz 

paCius piliakalnius. 

Early mounds Culture of Line Ceramics Early Iron Age 

(5th cent. BC -151 cent. AD) 

In the New Bronze Age (11 th - 6'h cent. BC) people started settling in higher places and usually 

built reinforced settlements-mounds. In the 1" millennium BC there already were inhabited places 

in Lithuania, or separate fortifications which can be considered as early mounds. The 

development of the early mounds was influenced by the culture of Lined Ceramics. Pot splinters 

from this culture can be found in mounds or hill-base settlements situated nearby the mounds. 

The surface of this kind of ceramics is covered with different scratches due to smoothing it with 

grass wisps. This culture of ceramics was formed in Eastern Lithuania, Southern Latvia and 

South-East Belarus in the 2nd - 1" millennium BC and survived till the 2 nd cent. AD. Its peculiar 

features are: wide use of stone, wood and bones in household activities; cattle breeding as the 

main people's activity; and stable populated areas. Certainly, bronze and iron were used more 

widely only at the end of the existence of this culture. This culture had a big influence on the 

surrounding territories. Due to this influence, mounds appeared in Southern and Central 

Lithuania, while the method of making lined ceramics reached even the West of Lithuania. 

In the early Iron Age, scattered buildings on the mound grounds were moved to the 

reinforcement constructions, and long constructions started being formed : these included a row 

of buildings connected by their back walls lining the site of the mound. 

As very little research has been done about the mounds of this culture, it is difficult to speak 



about more exact chronology of mounds or their belonging to a certain culture. According to the 

found fortifications, it is possible to distinguish only several mounds of the Lined Ceramics type 

which differ both according to their chronological and functional attitude: 

I. Small mounds at tops of hills without distinct reinforcements, hill-base settlements are not 

found. These mounds have hardly been investigated so far. 

II. Mounds with quite large (40 - 80 m) oblong, square or oval sites, without noticeable 

fortifications, settlements of larger residential communities. The fortifications consist of double 

wooden fences at the edges of the site. The mounds that existed longer with a thicker cultural layer 

are covered with heritage of later epochs. 

III. Mounds arranged both at hill tops and headlands, 30 - 80 m length with square sites, the 

edges of which are reinforced with causeys. They often have additional fortification lines, usually 

turned into terraces. The mounds of the Lined Ceramics Culture are best researched. They were 

used for long time, and their fortifications were reconstructed and expanded. They survived 

through the times of culture downfall and existed till the middle of the 1" millennium. Their hill­

base settlements are quite large. 

IV Mounds established at the tops of small hills, small, with 20 metre diameter sites, 

surrounded by 2 - 3 fortification rings. These mounds have not been researched so far, and they 

do not have clear mound-base settlements. 

V A very small kind of mounds: huge mounds-settlements with 0,5 - 3 hectares area, only 

with natural fortifications: steep slopes, surrounded by water at the hill-base. A part of such 

mounds were arranged on separate hills which had medium steep slopes. These are large 

settlements with weak fortifications. These mounds and numerous settlements of the Lined 

Ceramics Culture remain among barely investigated ones. The hill-base settlement of NorkUnai 

mound has been researched most thoroughly in Lithuania. The findings show that people lived 

there only during the first ages AD. 

Einoronys mound is considered to be tl1e most distinct sample of the Lined Ceramics Culture 

in Alytus region. On the grounds of the mound, works of lined ceramics and flint have been 

found. The mound dates back to the 1" millennium BC the beginning of the 1 "millennium AD. 

According to the mound dating and findings in the hill-base settlements, more mounds could 

be ascribed to the influence of the Lined Ceramics Culture. However, without making more 

detailed investigations, it would be irresponsible to do it, as most hill-side settlements were 

established earlier than the mounds. 



1 len tele. Alytau s miesto ir rajon o piliakalnitt am ziu s I T able 1. Age o f Mounds 

I tiikst. I tiikst. pradzia I tiikst. vidurys I tiiks t. pabaiga II tiikst. pradzia 
pr. Kr. Beginning Middle of the End of the Beginpingof 

1" millennium of the 1 "mille- 1" millennium 1" millennium the2"d 
BC nniumAD AD AD millennium AD 

Alytus 

Ani skis 

Atesninkai 

Bambininkai 

Bazorai 

D augai 

Dirmiskes 

Einoronys 

Geruliai 

Giluiciai 

Kaukai-Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Kruziiinai 

Laukininkai 

Margarava 

Nemunaitis 

O belija 

PapeCiai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasiiinai 

Pociiiniskes 

Poteronys 

Punia 

Radziiinai 

Rumbonys 

Zaramciskiai 

Zilvia 



Senasis (I- VI a.) ir vidurinysis (V - IX a.) gelezies amziai. 

Grub leta ir gludinta keramika 

Mazdaug ties II- III a. riba, sunykus Bruksniuotosios kerarnikos kultlirai, Lietuvoje pasikeite 

apgyvendinimo struktlira, o kartu pakito ir viso krasto kultlira. N uo I tlikst. pradzios buclinga 

kitokia - grubleta ir gluclinta keramika. 

G/udintas puodas if Dirmifkitt- 1 nuoroda I Polished pot from 

Dirmifkes. Reference 1 

Tuo laikotarpiu dalis ankstyvttjq piliakalniq apleidziami, 

kituose dar gyvenama. Alytaus rajone apleidziamas Einoroniq 

piliakalnis. Kurie piliakalniai naudojami toliau, sunk"ll nusakyti. 

Kadangi truksta nuosekliq tyrinejimq, todd reiskiniai gali buti 

vertinami iskreiptai ir nenuosekliai. Aisku viena - Alytaus 

rajone esanCius piliakalnius tai paliete dar senajame gelezies 

amziuje. 

I tlikst. pirmoje puseje piliakalniai atsiranda aukstumos kysuliuose - tai vadinarnieji krantinio 

tipo piliakalniai. Nemuno vidurupyje isikuria stambios neitvirtintos gyvenvietes (Balkasodziai, 

K.rikstonys, Baksiai) . 

Dabartines Lietuvos teritorijoje piliakalnil.l skaicius sumazeja, taciau jq itvirtinimai pradedarni 

stiptinti: aukstinarni pylimai, statinami slaitai, formuojarni visi pagrindiniai gynybiniai elementai. 

Pylimq sluoksniuose aptinkamos sudegusill gynybinill uztvarq liekanos. Tai liudija prasidejusius 

neramius laikus. 

Paaiskinti tokiqankstesnes kultliros permainq vien tik vidiniais reiskiniais neirnanoma. Taciau 

neginCijamas artimesnill ir tolimesnill kaimynl.l poveikis. 

II a. paskutiniajame ketvirtyje is Vyslos zemupio Juodosios juros pakranCiq link pajudejo 

gotai, o paskui juos gepidai. 

uetuva taUft/ krausrymosi faikotarpiu: 1 - got~/ 

pastumetl{ genci11. judijimas III a. (pirmoji taut11 

krausrymosi batzga), 2 - akacij11. (?) :{ygiai V a. pirmojoje 

pusije suirus httnt/ valsrybei (antroji banga), 3 - genCit{ 

judijifftas V a. antrojoje pusije suirtts hun!{ valsrybei (treCioji 

banga), 4 - lietuvit~ genCit{ pasislinkimas i selitl zem~ 

VI a., 5 - viking11 :{ygil/ kryptis IX a. viduryje, 6 - viking~/ 

itakqje VIII - IX a. buvusios teritor!Jos. 1 nuoroda I 
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TheN ations movement period in Litbuania: 1 - movement of tribes pus bed f?y the Gotbs Jd cent. Tbe firstlvave of 

Nations movement). 2 - acacia (?) marcbes in tbe first ba!f of tbe 5tb cent. cifter decline of H uns state (tbe second 

1vave), 3 - movement of tribes in tbe second ba!f of tbe 51b cent. (tbird wave), 4- movement of Litbuanian tribes to 

Selonian land 6th cent., 5 - direction of Viking marcbes in tbe middle of tbe 9th cent., 6- territories under the 

Viking influence 8tb - 9tb cent. Reference 1 

Si kraustymosi banga ir bus itakojusi Briiksniuotosios keramikos kulriiros sunykim~. Tai is 

dabartines Siaures Rytq Lenkijos teritorijos pastumtos baltq gentys. Ateiviai labiausiai isitvirtino 

Uznemuneje bei Nemuno - Neries tarpupyje. Su jqpasirodymu reiktq sieti jotvingiq, kaip genties, 

susidarym~. I apgyvendintas teritorijas buvo atsine5tas ir paprotys laidoti pilkapiuose. I siaur~ nuo 

N eries jie sudare tiktai dali gyventojq ir su laiku buvo asimiliuoti. 

Antroji ir treCioji kraustymosi bangos, Lietuv~ pasiekusios V a. pirmoje ir antroje puseje, 

nesukde jokiq genCiq judejimo. Tai buvo vienas didelis ar keli mazesni klajokliq genciq reidai i 

dabartin~ Lietuvos teritorij% prirnenantys 1236 - 1242 m. mongolq zygi i Vakarq EuroN. Rytq ir 

Pietq Lietuvos piliakalniuose si laikotarpi zenklina ryskus gaisravieCiq pedsakai, pylimuose palikti 

klajokliq streliq antgaliai. 

Neramus III - V a. laikai sukure s~ygas atsirasti sleptuvinio tipo piliakalniams. Si itt funkcija 

isliko iki istoriniq laikq. Piliakalniai-sleptuves yra dviejq rusiq. Pirmieji yra natUralios kalvos be 

didesniq zemes itvirtinimq. Juose pagrindiniai itvirtinimai buvo medines tvoros ar sienos, 0 patys 

piliakalniai stUksojo nuosaliau nuo gyvenvieCiq. Antroji piliakalniq-sleptuviq rusis yra pylimais ir 

grioviais itvirtinti piliakalniai su nedidelemis aikstelemis. Tokia vd yvoji vieno ar keliq kaimq 

sleptuve yra XN a. Sukioniq (Kedainitt raj.) piliakalnis. Galima tiktai spelioti, ar Alytaus rajone 

buvo panasios paskirties piliakalniq. 

Sukionitt piliakalnis if pietvakaritt puses. 

1956 m. S. Daunio nuotrauka. 2 nuoroda / 

S ukimrys mound from South-West side. P botograph f?y 

S. Damrys. Reference 2 

Apie I tukst. viduri Pietq Lietuvoje 

atsiranda miniatiuriniai piliakalniai su pylimu 

apjuostomis 10 - 15 m. skersmens aikstelemis, 

staCiais slaitais ir didelemis (iki 6 ha) papedes 

gyvenvietemis. 

Eskiriamos kelios miniatiuriniq piliakalniq grupes. Pirmoji grupe - nedideli (iki 

300 kv. m ploto aiksteles), stipriai itvirtinti (pylimai iki 5 m aukSCio). Tikraisiais miniatiuriniais 



piliakalniais laikomi tokie, kuriq pylimais stipriai 

itvirtintq aiksteliq plotas nevidija 200 kv. m. Tokie 

piliakalniai susitelk~ Nemuno vidurupyje, o kitoms 

vietovems nebiidingi. 

Miniatiurinitt_ piliakalnitt_ paplitimas: 1 - tikriqi 

miniatiuriniai piliakalniai, 2- balnakalniai, 3 - smulkus 

krantinio tipo piliakalniai. 1 nuoroda / Distribution if 
miniature mounds: 1 - real miniature mounds, 2- saddle­

mollnds, 3- small mounds on river banks. Reference 1 

Kaip parode keliq tokiq piliakalnitt tyrinejimai, 

lygesnese vietose jie kone istisai supilti. Alytaus 

rajone miniatiiiriniq piliakalniq tipui priskiriami 

Bambininkq, Dirmiskiq, Geruliq, Giluiciq, 

Poteroniq, Rumboniq piliakalniai. 

Manoma, kad juose buvo irengtos ben­

druomenes vyresniqjq sodybos ar sleptuves, 

besiformuojanciq didziiinq pilaites. ]tt kultiiriniai 

sluoksniai neturtingi radiniq. D augiausiai aptikta 

mecliniq itvirtinimq liekanq. XIII a. daugurna ant 

siq piliakalniq stovejusiq piliq sunyko, buvo 

apleistos paCiq gynejq arba sunaikintos uzpuolimq 

metu. Tai galejo biiti susieta su Lietuvos valstybes 

kiirimusi, karinitt konfliktq lydimais niokojimais. 

Toks pavyzdys Alytaus rajone gali biiti Rumboni~.t 

piliakalnis. 

I tiikst. vidury pradejo issiskirti atskirq Lietuvos 

sriCi~.t piliakalniai. Tai susij~ su skirtingomis 

istorinemis bei gamtinemis s~ygomis, kuriose 

formavosi cia gyvenusios gentys, zinomos is II 

tiikst. pradZios istorijos saltiniq. 

Pietvakariq Lietuvoje (Uznemuneje), Siaures 

RytqLenkijoje bei Siaures Vakarq Baltarusijoje gana 

plaCioje teritorijoje gyveno jotvingiai. Tai biita 

PoteroniJtpiliakalnis/ Potero1!ys mound 

11 



12 

stipraus genCiq junginio. Siandienineje Lietuvos teritorijoje greiCiausiai gyveno viena ar dvi gentys, 

zinomos suduviq ar dainaviq vardais. Jotvingiq piliakalniai neblogai, nors ir netolygiai, istyrineti 

visose salyse. Lietuvoje jq kasineta 10, is kuriq daugiausia medziagos pateike Kaukq piliakalniq 

kompleksa tyrimai. Dar pora velyvq (II tLikst. pradzios) jotvingiq piliakalniq kasineta Lenkijoje, 

visai greta Lietuvos (Eglyne, Siurpiliai) . Dazniausiai jie irengti atskirose kalvose, kur aikstek is visq 

pusiq juosia iki 5 m aukscio pylimai (Rudamina, Paveisininkai - Lazdijq raj.) . TaCiau yra irengttt ir 

Kouhtpiliakalnis if fiauris / Kaukai 11/0tmd jrotJJ the North 

A/)'laus piliaktJbzis/ A!Jtus mmmd 

upiq kysuliuose. Sie piliakalniai t. p. turi panasius 

itvirtinimus (Lakinskai - Marijampoles raj .). Jotvin­

giams budingi ir supilti piliakalniai, esantys 

lygesnese vietos (Paslavantys - Prienq raj., 

Sakaliskiai, Varnupiai - Marijampoles raj.) . 

Piliakalniai issiskiria staciais slaitais, siekianCiais iki 

10 m. Ne vieno jotvingiq piliakalnio X - XII a. 

kulturiniame sluoksnyje aptinkama aiskiq 

uzpuolimo pedsakq, pasibaigusiq cia stovejusiq 
_/ 

piliq sunaikinimu (Kaukai - Alytaus raJ., 

Kumelionys - Marijampoles raj.). Po piliq 

nuniokojirno jos vel budavo atstatomos, tik dar 

labiau sustiprindavo itvirtinimus, pastatindavo 

slaitus. Aikstelese pastatai dazniausiai stovedavo 

palei jos krastus salia pylimq. Salia piliakalnitt yra 

nemazos (net iki 8 ha) papedes gyvenvietes. 

Daugumq_ Alytaus rajone esanciq piliakalniq galima priskirti jotvingiams. Tai jau mineti 

Bambininkq, Dirmiski1.1., Geruliq, GiluiCiq, Poteroniq, Rumboniq, Kaukq piliakalniai bei Aniskio, 

Alytaus, Margaravos, Radiilin1.1., Zilvios, Obelijos, Kruzilinqpiliakalniai. 

Old Iron Age (1st- 6th cent.)- Middle Iron Ages (S'h- 9th cent.). 

Rugged and Polished Ceramics 

Approximately at the boundary of the 2"d - 3d cent., after the decay of the Lined Ceramics 

culture, the structure of settlement changed in Lithuania as well as the culture of the whole land. 

Starting with the beginning of the 1 '' millennium other kinds of ceramics rugged and polished 

prevail. 

Some of the early mounds were vacated while people still lived on others. In Alytus region 



Einoronys mound was vacated. It is difficult to determine which mounds were used further. No 

detailed research has been performed yet; therefore, the data may be distorted and inconsistent. 

However, one thing is sure: this phenomenon touched the mounds of Alytus region in the O ld 

Iron Age. 

In the first half of the 1" millennium, mounds started appearing on headlands. These mounds 

were called 'bank mounds'. Large non-reinforced settlements appeared in the midstream of the 

Nemunas. (Balkasodziai, Krikstonys, Baksiai). 

Although, during this period, the number of mounds was reduced under the general context 

of Lithuania, their fortifications started developing in the direction of strengthening: causeys 

were heightened, slopes were made steeper, all major defence elements were built. Remains of 

burnt defence walls are found in the layers of the mounds, which witness the beginning of 

troublesome times. 

It is impossible to explain such a cultural change only by inner phenomena. However, an 

impact of more distant neighbours can not be denied. 

In the last quarter of the 2 nd century Goths and later Gepids moved from the lower reaches of 

the Wisla towards the Black Sea shores. 

That wave of Nation Movement influenced the decay of the Lined Ceramics Culture. The 

new-comers were the Baltic tribes pushed from the territory of the present northeast Poland. 

Most new-comers settled in the territory on the left bank of the river Nemunas and between the 

rivers emunas and Neris. Their coming might have influenced the formation of the Jotvingiai 

tribe. New-comers brought a custom to bury people in barrows. However, these new-settlers 

made only a part of the local inhabitants and were gradually assimilated. 

The second and third Nations Movement wave, which reached Lithuania at the first and 

second halves of the 5th century, did not provoke any tribal movements. There was one bigger and 

several smaller raids of nomad tribes into the present territory of Lithuania that reminded of the 

Mongol March of 1236 -1 242 to Western Europe. This period is traced in the mounds of East 

and South Lithuania by distinct remains of burns and arrow tips left in the causeys by the nomads. 

The troublesome times of the 3d - 5th centuries created conditions for appearance of shelter 

type mounds. This functions of mounds remained till the Historic Times. Mounds-shelters are of 

two types. The first type includes natural hills without any larger earth causeys. Their main 

fortifications were wooden fences or walls, while the mounds were situated in a distance from 

settlements. The mounds-shelters of the second type are mounds re-enforced with causeys and 

moats; they have small grounds. A sample of a shelter for one or several villages is the 14'h century 
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Sukionys mound (Kedainiai region). We can only make guesses if there were the mounds of 

similar destination in Alytus region. 

At around the middle of the 1" millennium, miniature mounds appeared in South Lithuania. 

They have small sites of 10 - 15 metres surrounded by a causey, steep slopes and large (up to 6 -

hectares) hill-base settlements. 

Several groups of miniature mounds can be distinguished. The first group includes small 

mounds (sites up to 300 sq. m), which are strongly fortified (causeys up to 5 metres height). The 

mounds with strongly re-enforced sites which do not exceed 200m2
, are considered to be real 

miniature mounds. The mounds of this type are clustered in the midstream of the Nemunas, and 

they are not typical of other locations. 

As revealed by the research of several mounds of this type, most of them were built-up on the 

plains. In Alytus region Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Geruliai, Giluiciai, Poteronys, Rumbonys are 

considered to be miniature mounds. 

It is thought that they served as homesteads or shelters for community authorities or castles 

of the forming grandees. Their cultural layers are not rich with findings. Most frequent findings 

are remains of wooden fortifications. In the 13th century most castles that stood on these mounds 

were decayed, abandoned by the defenders or destroyed during attacks. This could be associated 

with the process of the foundation of the state of Lithuania and ravages during military conflicts. 

Rumbonys mound in Alytus region can be presented as a sample of such mounds. 

In the middle of the 1" millennium, different mounds of separate areas of Lithuania can be 

distinguished. This phenomenon is connected with different historic and natural conditions 

which influenced the formation of the tribes which are known from the historical sources of the 

beginning of the 2nd millennium. 

The Jotvingiai tribe was spread in a rather vast territory of Southwest of Lithuania (the left 

bank of the River Nemunas), Northeast Poland and Northwest Belarus. It was a strong structure 

of tribes. Most likely one or two tribes known as Siidtiviai or Dainaviai used to live in the territory 

of the present Lithuania. Mounds of the ]otvingiai are quite well known as they were researched in 

all the connected countries although not equally. Lithuania carried out excavations in 10 mounds. 

Most material was found in Kaukai mound complex. A couple of the ]otvingiai mounds from a 

later period the beginning of the 2nd millennium were excavated in Poland very close to Lithuania 

(Eglyne, Siurpyliai). Most often such mounds were arranged on separate hills, and their grounds 

were surrounded by causeys up to 5 metres height (Rudamina, Paveisininkai Lazdijai region). 

However, some mounds were arranged on headlands of rivers. These mounds have also similar 



fortifications (Lakinskai- Marijampole region). Built-up mounds, in the literal sense of the word, 

are typical of the ]otvingiai. They are arranged on plain lands (Paslavantys - Prienai 

region,Varnupiai, Sakaliskiai - Marijampole region). These mounds can be distinguished by their 

steep slopes up to 10 metres high. Traces of attacks can be found in cultural layers of several 

mounds of the lOth -12th cent. Most of those attacks resulted in destruction of the castles which 

used to stand there (Kaukai- Alytus region, Kumelionys - Marijampole region). The castles 

were rebuilt after destruction, the fortifications were made even stronger, and the slopes steeper. 

The buildings most often were built at the edge of the grounds, near causeys. The hill-base 

settlements occupy quite a large area (even up to 8 hectares). Most mounds of Alytus region can 

be attributed to the ]otvingiai. These include the above Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Geruliai, Giluiciai, 

Poteronys, Rumbonys, Kaukai mounds and Aniskis, Alytus, Margarava, Radziunai, Zilvia, 

Obelija, Kruzilinai mounds. 

2 lentele. Dauguma piliakalniq Alytaus rajone atsiranda I tlikst. pradzioje (13) ir 

viduryje (11). I tlikst. vid.- I tlikst. gale jq buvo daugiausia (19). Beveik visi piliakalniai praranda 

savo funkcijas jau II tlikst. pradzioje. / Table 2. Most of the mounds of Alytus region appeared at 

the beginning (13) and in the middle (11) of the 1" millennium. The biggest number comes from 

the second half of the first millennium (19). Almost all the mounds lost their functions at the 

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

I II III IV v VI 

I tiikst. pr. I tukst. pradzia I tilkstantmetis I tukst. pradzia - I tilkst. vidurys - II tilkst. pradzia 
Kr.- I tiikst. Beginning 1" milenium II tilkst. pradzia II tilkst. pradzia Beginning of 2"" 

pradzia of 1" Beginning of 1" Middle of 1" mileniumAD 
1" milenium BC- milenium A milenium AD - milenium AD -

beginning of 1" beginning of 2"" beginning of 2"" 
mileniumAD mileniumAD mileniumAD 

Einoronys Atesninkai Bazorai Poteronys Alytus Punia 
Daugai Kaukai-Obelyte Rumbonys Ani skis Nemunaitis 
Laukininkai Kristapiskes Bambininkai 
Pociilniskiai Papeciai Dirmiskes 
Zaramciskiai Piliakalnis Geruliai 

Pivasiunai GiluiCiai 
Kruziunai 
Margarava 
Obelija 
Radziilnai 
Zilvia 
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V elyvieji piliakalniai (XI- XV a. vidurys). V elyvasis geleiies amzius 

(X- XII a.). Apziesta ir ziesta keramika 

XI - XIV a. labai isaugo medin.iq piliq reiksme. Prie pilies sliejasi gyvenvietes, link jq veda 

prekybiniai keliai, jas supa ivairios gynybines vietos. V e!yvieji piliakalniai sudaro svarbiq_ viso 

archeologijos paminklq kompleksa grandi. Tai medine pilis, prieilpilis, papilys, papedes 

gyvenviete. 

Kauk11_ piliakalnio planas: - piliakalnis, 2 - prie!pifis, 3 - papibls, 4 - kefias, 5 - sodyba, 

6 - papedes gyvenviete. 1 mtoroda / Lq)1out of Kattkai 

mound: 1 - mounds, 2 - ante-castle, 3 - lou;er castle road, 

5- homestead, 6 - hill-base settlement. Reference 1 

Viduriniajame gelezies amziuje labai sustiprejo 

piliakalniq gynybiniai irengimai. Todd pagal 

isvaizdq_ lengva supainioti stipriai itvirtintq_ to meto 

piliakalni su velyvuoju. 

Lietuvos piliakalniq, kaip stipriq mediniq 

gynybiniq vienetq, aukso amzius buvo ankstyvosios Lietuvos valstybes laikai. Tada piliakalniai 

buvo irengiami valstybes pastangomis. Sie piliakalniai jau esmingai skiriasi nuo ankstesniq dar 

gentines epochos velyvqjq piliakalniq (Aniskis, Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Geruliai, Giluiciai, 

Kaukai, Kruzitinai, Margarava, Obelija, Poteronys, Radziunai, Rumbonys, Zilvia) . Turimi 

duomenys leidzia isskirti dvi chronologiskai einancias jqgrupes. 

Maziau zinomi yra XIII a. piliakalniai (neskaiciuojant paCiq velyviausiq gentiniq piliakalniq). 

Kovose su Ordinu jie patyre ne vienq_ rekonstrukcijq_. Jeigu tokiame piliakalnyje pilis stovejo XIV 

a., piliakalnis islaike to laiko isvaizdq, o ankstyvieji sluoksniai galejo buti sunaikinti perstatant pili. 

Nemaza dalis XIII a. piliakalniq irengti ankstesniq piliakalniq vietose, tik sustiprinus jq 

AQrtrms piliaktdnis. 2 nuoroda / A!Jtus IIJOIIIId. Refermce 2 

itvirtinimus. Prie siq piliakalniq galima 

priskirti Alytaus piliakalni. Alytaus pilis 

minima 1384 m. ir 1387 m . 

XIV amziaus piliakalniq itvirtinirnai 

jau gerokai galingesni. Ypac tai rysku 

XIV a. pabaigoje - A.rv a. pirmoje puseje 

apleistuose piliakalniuose. IS molio p!Ukti 

pylimai sieke 5-7 m auksti, uz jqiskastigilus 

(6 -10m) grioviai. Prie siqpiliakalniqneretai 



itvirtinti prie5piliai ir papiliai. Didesnes ir siq piliakalnitt aiksteles, statiis slaitai, kurie kartais 

apsaugomi papildomais pylirnais ar grioviais papedese. Salia XIV - XV a. pradzios piliakalniq yra 

dideles papedes gyvenvietes. Puikiis to pavyzdziai Alytaus rajone yra Punios ir NemunaiCio 

piliakalniai. NemunaiCio pilis minima 1384 m. ir 1387 m. , Punios pilis 1387 m. ir 1414 m. Alytaus, 

Punios ir NemunaiCio pilys priklause bendrai Nemuno piliq grandinei, suformuotai kryziuociq 

uzpuolimams atremti. Cia pilys irengtos ir statytos 1 o- 20 km viena nuo kitos. 

Prie paciq vdyviausiq piliakalniq priskiriarni itvirtinimai tapatinarni su didziulernis karinernis 

stovyklomis, bet sie objektai buvo per dideli, 

kad juose biitttgalejusios stoveti medines pilys. 

XIII- A'V a. pradzioje atsiranda ir paskirq 

piliakalnitt - ne pilitt viettt. Tai apzvalgos ir 

stebejimo vietos, kartais vadinamos zval-

gakalniais. 

Medinitt piliq sunykimo ir galutinio 

piliakalnitt apleidimo laikas tebera iki galo 

neistirtas. Ilgiausiai medines pilys issilaike 

Nemuno vidurupyje ir Sventosios aukStupyje. Iki siol rerniamasi tiktai rasytiniais saltiniais (pvz., 

Merkines pilis minima 1444 m.). Kai kurios pilys virto itvirtintais dvarais. 

Medini11_ pi!itt !ikimas XIII - XV a. pradfjr!Je: 1 - XIII a. sutrykusios medines pi/ys, 

2- kryfjuoci11_ motttpap!itimas X1V a., 3 - XV a. 

pradfjr!Je if!ikusios medines pi!Js, 4 - miirini11_ pilit{ 

paplitimas XIV a. antrr!Je pus~je, 5 - medini11_ pilit{ 

paplitimas XIV a. 1 nuoroda / Destitry of 1vooden 

castles at the beginning of 13tb - 15 tb cent: 1 - 13'b cent. 

Decqyed Jvooden castles, 2 - distribution of crusader 

reinforcements 141b cent. 3 - wooden castles preserved at 

the beginning of the 151b cent., 4 - distribution of stone 

castle in the second half of the 141b cent., 5 - distribution of wooden castles in the 141b cent. Reference 1 

Later mounds (11th century - middle of the 15'h century). Late Iron Age 

(10th - 12th cent.). Partly-Thrown and Thrown Ceramics 

In 11 th -14th centuries the significance of wooden castles grew. Settlements were attached to 

castles, connected by trade roads and surrounded by various defence facilities. Late mounds make 
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up an important chain of the whole set of archaeological monuments. It consists of a castle, ante­

castle, base-castle and hill-base settlement. 

In the Middle Iron Age, castle defence facilities became much stronger. Therefore, a strongly 

reinforced mound of that period can be mixed up with a later one. 

The period of the early Lithuanian state can be considered as the Golden Age of Lithuanian 

mounds serving as strong wooden defence units. These were the mounds arranged with help of 

the state. These mounds differ considerably from the earlier ones of the tribal society (Aniskis, 

Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Geruliai, GiluiCiai, Kaukai, Kruziiinai, Margarava, Obelija, Poteronys, 

Radziiinai, Rumbonys, Zilvia). The possessed data allow us to distinguish two chronological 

groups. 

The mounds of the 13th century (excluding the latest mounds) are less known. They 

underwent several reconstructions during battles with the Order. If the castle used to stand on the 

mound in the 14th century, the mound preserved appearance of that time, while the earlier layers 

could have been destroyed while rebuilding the castle. A big number of the 13th century mounds 

were arranged after strengthening their fortifications. Alytus mound belongs to this kind of 

mounds. Alytus castle was mentioned in written sources in 1384 and 1387. 

The fortifications of the 14th century mounds are much stronger. It is especially distinct in the 

researches of the mounds that were abandoned at the end of the 14th cent. -the first half of the 

15th cent. The causeys built of clay used to reach 5-7 metres height, and behind the causeys there 

were 6 - 10 metres depth moats. This kind of mounds also had fortified ante-castles and base­

castles, bigger grounds, steep slopes secured with additional causeys and moats at the base-hill. 

Large hill-base settlements can be found near the mounds dating back to the 14th- the beginning 

of the 15th century. Punia ir Nemunaitis of Alytus region can serve as perfect samples of this type 

of mounds. Nemunaitis castle was mentioned in writings of 1384 and 1387, while Punia castle in 

1387 and 1414. Alytus, Punia and Nemunaitis castles belonged to the joint chain of the Nemunas 

river castles which was established to withstand attacks of the crusaders. Those castles were built 

and arranged at a distance of 10-20 km one from another. 

The latest mounds are fortifications with large military camps but these objects 

are too big to have wooden castles. In the 13th- the beginning of the 15th century separate mounds 

without castles appeared. Those were used as places of observation and sometimes called 

Zva~akalnis (Observation mounds). 

The period of decay and final desertion of wooden castles has not been fully researched so 

far. Wooden castles existed longest in the midstream of the river N emunas and the source of the 



Sventoji. The research has been based only on written sources (e.g. Merkine castle was mentioned 

in 1444). Some castles were turned into fortified mansions. 

3 lentele. Piliakalniq geografij a / Table 3. Geography of Mounds 

Kaire Nemuno puse De5ine Nemuno puse 
Left bank of the Nemunas Right bank of the Nemunas 

Simno seniiinija Punios seniiinija 

Simnas country district Punia country district 

Bambininkai V* Kruzilinai V 

Giluiciai v PuniaVI 

Atesninkai II 
Butrimoniq seniunija 
Butrimonys country 
district 

Geruliai V 
Krokialaukio seniunija Pivasilinl.l seniiinija 
Krokialaukis country Pivasiiinai country 
district district 
Miroslavo seniiinija Bazorai III Miroslavas country 
district 

Kaukai-Obelyte III Einoronys I 

PapeCiai III Pivasilinai III 

Obelija V Aloves sen.iiinija 
Alove country district 

Zaramciskiai II Laukininkai II 

Zilvia V Poteronys IV 

Dirrn.iskes v Alytaus rn.iestas 
Alytus city 

Alytaus sen.iiinija Alytus V 
Alytus country district 

Aniskis v DaugQ seniiinija 
Daugai country district 

Margarava V Daugai II 

RadZiiinai v Pociiiniskes II 

Rurnbonys IV Nemunaicio seniiinija 
N emunaitis country 
district 

Nemunaitis VI 

Rairininkl.l seniunija 
Raitininkai country 
district 

Kristapiskes III 

Piliakalnis III 

* Rnmenifki skaifiai fymi 2 lenteles grafas 
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PILIAKALNIAI SIANDIEN 

Piliakalniai yra neatsk:iriama Lietuvos krastovaizdzio dalis. Siandien piliakalniai turi 

kultiirin~, istorin~, mokslin~, pazintin~, auklejam~jq, estetin~ ir rekreacin~ vert~ . Piliakalnio 

kalv~ kartu su slaitais bei papedes gyvenviete saugo valstybe. Savivaldybes atsako uz jos 

teritorijose esanciq nekilnojamqjq kultiiros vertybiq issaugojimq, 0 taikoma prieziura turi 

garantuoti fizines bukles stabilum~. Archeologijos objektuose sekama, kad nebutq ardorni 

esarni zemes pavirsiai, kad nedidetq neigiamas erozinis vandens poveikis, kad butq sudarytos 

palank:ios s~lygos objektus apziureti, lankyti, kad butq tvarkoma aplinka (sienaujama, salinamos 

siuksles ir pan.). Del savo formos piliakalniai yra labiausiai pazeidziarni archeologiniai objektai. 

Juos veik:ia gamtiniai faktoriai (vanduo, staCius slaitus ardo medziq saknys, vejas) ir zmoniq 

uk:ine veikla (statiniai, arimai, eksploatuojarni karjerai, lobiq ie5kotojll kasinejamos duobes, 

tiesiarni keliai ir kt) . Tam, kad butq pasalinti archeologines vietoves zalojantys faktoriai bei 

jq pasekmes, ir yra atliekarni archeologiniq vietovill tvarkymo darbai. Vienur stabilizuojama 

piliakalniq fizine b6.kle, kitur piliakalniai pritaikorni lankymui. 

Ik:i 1990 m. archeologines vietoves buvo zenklinamos ant betoniniq arba metaliniq stulpq 

pritvirtintornis anotacinernis lentomis. Viduramziq skydo formos lentas gamindavo is aliurninio 

Gemli'lPiliakalnis I Gem/iai mound 

lydinio, 0 uzrasas skelbdavo, kad tai yra 

valstybes saugomas archeologijos parninklas. 

Dabar vietoj seno tipo anotaciniq lentq (arba 

kartu su jornis) salia archeologinill vietoviq 

!reng1am1 ivairaus dydzio informaciniai 

stendai. 

Siandien Alytaus ra1one 1r rnieste yra 

saugomas 21 piliakalnis. Dar 7 piliakalniai 

ne!traukti ! Nekilnojamqjq kultiiros vertybiq 

registr~. Tai Atesninkai, Bazorai, D augai, 

K.ristapiskes, Laukininkai, Nemunaitis, Pociu­

niskes, Zaramciskiai. 

Alytaus rajone 13 piliakalniq turi seno tipo 

anotacines lentas, tai: Alytus, Aniskis, 

Bambininkai, Dirrniskes, Einoronys, Giluiciai, 

Obelyte, Nemunaitis, PapeCiai, Piliakalnis, 

Pociuniskes, Punia, Rumbonys. 



Dar prie keturil! piliakalniq (Bazorq, Kruziunq, 

Poteronil! ir Zilvios) islik~ tik betoniniai stulpai, o 

anotacines lentos nuluptos. Nauji informaciniai 

stendai irengti salia keturil! piliakalniq: Alytaus, 

Punios, Radziiinq, Geruliq. IS 21 saugomo piliakalnio 

anotaciniqlenteliq neturi du piliakalniai: Margarava ir 

Obelija. 

Sutvarkyti ir pritaikyti lankymui 10 piliakalniq: 

Alytaus, Geruliq, Kaukq, PapeCiq, Pivasiiinq, 

Poteroniq, Punios, Radziiinq, Rumboniq ir Zilvios. 

Ant vis l! siq piliakalniq, isskyrus PapeCius, 

surnontuoti laiptai. Nuorodos irengtos i septynis 

piliakalnius: Alytaus, Dirmiskiq, Papeciq, Piliakalnio, 

Punios, Rad ziiinq, Rumboniq. Prie Alytaus 

piliakalnio jrengta masinq stovejimo aikstele. Punios 

piliakalnio link veda akmenimis gristas keliukas, ma­

sinoms privaziavirnas uztvertas. Rumboniq, Ra­

dzilinl!, Alytaus, Punios piliakalnil! papedese jrengtos 

poilsio zonos. Nuolat sienaujama, retinami kriimai ir 

ant Bambininkq, Dirmiskiq piliakalniq. Ant Radzi iinl! 

piliakalnio, praretinus slaito zeldinius, jrengta ste­

bejimo aikstele. 

Lnipltli i iiluios pilioknlni /Stairs lo ii/tJia 11101111d 

EinoronittpiliakrJ!nis / EinorOI!JS mound 

Poteronit{pilitlkalmJ / Poteroi!JS 11101111d 

Nuoradtt i Piliakalnio piliaktrlni /Sign to Piliakolnis mormd 
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4 lentele. Piliakalniq dabartine isvaizda / Table 4. At present 

Apaugc; Dirvo- Krumais Kriimais Misko Beveik Sunkiai 
medZiais nuojantys ir medziais ir medziais pakrastys isnykc; rand ami 

istisai piliakalniai apaug~ apaugc;s At a forest piliakalniai Hard 
Overgrown Bare slaitai virsus edge Almost to find 
with trees mounds Slopes The top extinct 

pvergrown overgrown mounds 
with trees with trees 
and bushes and bushes 

Alytus 

Ani skis 

Atesninkai 

Bambininkai 

Bazorai 

D augai 

Dirmiskes 

Einoronys 

Geruliai 

GiluiCiai 

Kaukai 

Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Kruziiinai 

Laukininkai 

Margarava 

Nemunaitis 

Obelija 

PapeCiai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasiiinai 

PociUniskes 

Poteronys 

Punia 

Radzilinai 

Rumbonys 

Zaramciskiai 

Zilvia 
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5 lentele. Piliakalniai tarpukaryje / Table 5. Mounds in Between-Wars 

Buvo ariamas 
Alytaus, Bazo11.!., E inoroniq, Kristapiskiq, Laukininkq, Papeciq, 

Ploughed Piliakalnio, Pociiiniskiq, Punios, Zaramciskiq, Zilvios 

(virsuje sejarni javai I crops are grown at the top), D augq 

Kasti bulviarusiai 
Potato cellars dug D augq, Obelytes 
in slopes 

Apaug~s medziais Aniskio, O belijos, Zaramciskiq, Radziiinq, Zilvios (apaug~ slai tai I 
Overgrown slopes are overgrown with trees), Dirrniskiq, Alytaus, Bambininkq 
with trees (apsodintas ber2eliais XX a. pr. , iki tol sienautas I birch trees were 

planted at the beg. of the 20"' cent. before that it was mowed), 

Geruliq, N emunaiCio 

Ganomas 
Pasturable Kaukq, Alytaus, Geruliq, Margaravos (pakrasCiai I edges) 

Apgriuv~s Aniskio, Dirrniskiq, Punios, Alytaus, Kruziiinq (is siaures I 
Deteriorated Northern side), PapeCiq (is rytq I Eastern side), Poteroniq 

Kastas zvyras Bazorq, Pociiiniskill, Atesninkq, Giluiciq, Papecill 
Gravel excavations 

Kastos duobes Gerulill, Obelijos, Bambininkll (kas ti apkasai I drenches) 
Holes excavated 

Buta sodybvietes 
Farmstead in Punios 
the terri tory 

Apaug~s zole PapeCill, Kruziiinll, Pivasiiinq (1933 m. medziai iskirsti, palikta zole 

Overgrown ir kriimoksniai I in 1933 trees were cut down, bushes and grass 
with grass remained), Poteroniq (slaitai apaug~ kriimoksniais I slopes are 

overgrows with bushes), Rumboniq (medziai nukirsti I trees were 

cut down) 
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Piliakalnio priezilira bei zelcliniq salinimas svarbiis ne tik del piliakalnio fizines biikles 

issaugojimo, bet ir del jo patrauklumo lankytojams. Tankiis zelcliniai sumenkina piliakalnio vaizdq, 

slepia jo formq, daro ji neidomq, net jeigu ir yra lengvai pasiekiamas. Kaip piliakalnis atrodo, 

daznai nulemia ir jo buvimo vieta. Tarkim atvirame lauke esantys piliakalniai dazniausiai istisai 

dirvonuoja, visa forma gerai matoma. Miske esantys piliakalniai dazniausiai apaug~ medZiais ir 

sunkiai issiskiria is aplinkos. Misko pakrastyje ar upes pakranteje esantys piliakalniai biina dalinai 

apaug~, todd matomas ne visas jq kontliras. IStisai apaug~ medziais ar krlirnais yra sie piliakalniai: 

0 belija, Laukininkai, Radziiinai, Daugai, Margarava, Kruziiinai, Ani skis, N emunaitis. 

Anifkio piliaknlnis / A nifkis mound 0/Jel~·os pi!JiJhlinis / 0/JelfjO 11101111d 

Visai kitaip atrodo dirvonuojantys piliakalniai. Jie ryskiai issiskiria krastovaizdyje, puikiai 

matoma jq forma. Tokiq piliakalniq Alytaus rajone yra 8: Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Einoronys, 

Geruliai, Kaukai, PapeCiai, Piliakalnis ir Poteronys. 



Dauguma piliakalniq yra dalinai apaug~, matosi ne visas piliakalnio kontiiras arba tik aikstele. 

IS 28 Alytaus rajono piliakalniq tokiq yra 11: Alytus, Atesninkai, Bazorai, Giluiciai, Kristapiskes, 

Pivasiiinai, PociUn.iskes, Punia, Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai, Zilvia. 

Tekantis vanduo beveik visiskai sunaikino Arminq, Margaravos, Obelytes, GiluiCitt ir 

Nemunaicio piliakalnius. Beveik visi yra nukentej~ nuo arirnq. Lankytojqlaipiojimas slaitais, taip 

pat vazinejimas ant piliakalniq automobiliais ar keturraCiais sukelia mechanin~ erozija.. aiksteles 

paktasciuose ir slaituose. Nemunaicio ir Punios piliakalniq slaitai sutvirtinti, tvirtinami Alytaus 

piliakalnio slaitai. 

IS 21 Nekilnojamojo kultiiros paveldo apsaugos registre itraukto piliakalnio, 5 piliakalnius 

galima apibudinti kaip sunkiai randamus: jie sunkiai isskiriami is gamtovaizdzio, sriikso toli nuo 

kelio arba link ill vedantys keliukai neryskus, nera nuorodl[, uzrasq prie piliakalnio. Tai Aniskio, 

Einoronil[, Kruzilinq, Margaravos, Obelijos piliakalniai. Vis us 7 neitrauktus i Registra._piliakalnius 

taip pat galima apibudinti kaip sunkiai randamus. Nors ne visi jie sunkiai issiskiria is aplinkos, 

taciau yra toli nuo pagrindiniq keliq arba privacioje zemeje. Daznai be vietinill zmoniq pagalbos 

juos apsk.titai sunku rasti. 
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MOUNDS TODAY 

Mounds are an inseparable part of Lithuanian landscape. Today mounds have cultural, 

historical, scientific, educational, aesthetic and recreational significance. Mounds together with 

slopes and hill-base settlements are protected by the government. Municipalities are responsible 

for protection of the valuables of the cultural heritage located in their territory and taking care of 

them, thus providing a guarantee for the stability of their physical condition. The municipalities 

are responsible for ensuring preservation of the ground surfaces of the archaeological objects, 

keeping in control the negative erosive water impact, creating favourable conditions for visitor to 

see the objects, taking care of the environment (mowing the grass, collecting litter, etc.). Due to 

their shape, the mounds are the most vulnerable archaeological objects. They are affected by 

natural factors (water, wind, steep slopes, tree roots, etc.) and people's activities (buildings, 

ploughing, gravel pits, road construction, digging holes by treasure busters, etc.). In order to 

remove the factors that destroy archaeological locations and their effects, works of keeping 

archaeological locations are performed. At some places the physical state of mounds is improved, 

while other mounds are adjusted for visiting. 

Until 1990 archaeological locations were marked by information boards fastened to concrete 

or metal poles. The boards were made of aluminium in the shape of medieval shield, the 

inscription notified that was an archaeological monument protected by the government. At 

present instead of such old-type information boards (or together with them) information stands 

of different size are being erected. 

At present there are 21 protected mounds in Alytus region and city, while 7 more mounds are 

not included into the Register of Protection Immovable Cultural Heritage. These are Atesninkai, 

Bazorai, D augai, Kristapiskes, Laukininkai, Nemunaitis, PociUniskes, Zaramciskiai. 

13 mounds of Alytus region have information boards of the old type: Alytus, Aniskis, 

Bambininkai, Dirrniskes, Einoronys, Giluiciai, Obelyte, Nemunaitis, PapeCiai, Piliakalnis, 

PociUniskes, Punia, Rumbonys. 

Only concrete poles with torn information boards are left at four mounds (Bazorai, 

Kruziiinai, Poteronys ir Zilvia). New information stands are erected near four mounds: Alytus, 

Punia, Radziiinai, Geruliai. Only two mounds (Margarava and Obelija) out of 21 protected ones 

do not have information boards. 

10 mounds are arranged for visiting: Alytus, Geruliai, Kaukai, PapeCiai, Pivasiiinai, 

Poteronys, Punia, Radziiinai, Rumbonys and Zilvia. All of them, except PapeCiai, have stairs. 

Indicating signs are established to 7 mounds: Alytus, Dirrniskes, Papeciai, Mound, Punia, 



Radziiinai, Rumbonys. A parking lot is arranged near Alytus mound. A cobbled path leads to 

Punia mound, willie the access to cars is blocked. Recreation zones are created at hill-bases of 

Rumbonys, Radziiinai, Alytus and Punia mounds. The territories of Bambininkai and Dirrniskes 

mounds are constantly mowed and the bushes are cut down or thinned. An observational ground 

is arranged on Radziiinai mound after thinning the plants of the slope. 

Taking care of mounds and removal of plants are important not only because of 

preservation of the physical status of the mound but also because of its attractiveness to the 

visitors. Thick plants worsen the view of the mound, hide its shape and make it uninteresting even 

though it is easily accessible. The appearance of a mound often depends on its location. The 

mounds located in the open field often lie waste and their shape is well seen. The mounds situated 

in a forest most often are overgrown with trees; they can hardly be distinguished out of 

surroundings. The mounds located at the edge of a forest or on the bank of a river are usually 

pardy grown with plants; therefore, not a full outline can be seen. The mounds totally overgrown 

with trees and bushes are: Obelija, Laukininkai, Radziiinai, D augai, Margarava, Kruziiinai, 

Aniskis, Nemunaitis. 

Waste mounds have quite different appearance. They can be easily distinguished in the 

landscape, their shape is clearly seen. Alytus region has 8 mounds of this type: Bambininkai, 

Dirrniskes, Einoronys, Geruliai, Kaukai, PapeCiai, Piliakalnis and Poteronys. 

A larger part of the mounds are partly overgrown with trees and bushes; therefore, only a 

part of their outline or the top grounds can be seen. Out of the 28 mounds of Alytus region there 

are 11 such mounds: Alytus, Atesninkai, Bazorai, Giluiciai, Kristapiskes, Pivasiiinai, Pociiiniskes, 

Punia,Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai, Zilvia. 

Running water has almost ruined mounds Arrninai, Margarava, Obelyte, GiluiCiai and 

Nemunaitis. Almost all the mounds have suffered from ploughing. Climbing the slopes, driving 

cars or riding four-wheel motorcycles result in mechanical erosion at the edges of the top grounds 

and slopes. The slopes of Nemunaitis and Punia mounds are reinforced, whereas the slopes of 

Alytus mound are being reinforced at present. 

Five mounds out of the 21 included into the Register of Protection Immovable Cultural 

Heritage can be described as hard to find. They are hardly distinguished in the landscape, located 

far from the main road, the paths leading to them are not distinguishable and there are no signs 

with the indication mound. These are Aniskis, Einoronys, Kruziiinai, Margarava, Obelija mounds. 

All seven mounds that are not included to the Register can also be described as hard to find. 

Although not all of them are hard to see in the landscape, they are located far from the main roads 

or in private territories. Often it could be impossible to find them without help of locals. 
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ARCHEOLOGINIAI RADINIAI 

Koks piliakalnio amzius, kokia jo paskirtis? Geriausiai i siuos klausimus gali atsakyti 

archeologiniai kasinejimai ir jq metu rasti daiktai bei kultiirinis sluoksnis. Piliakalnis laikomas 

kasinetu tik tada, jei istyrus ne mazesni nei 1 kv. m plotq_ lieka fiksacine medziaga apie stratigrafijq_ 

(sluoksniq charakteristikq) bei radinius. Deja, iki siol nuosekliai istyrineta tik labai maza dalis 

Lietuvos piliakalniq. Alytaus rajone is 28 sios rusies objektq issamus kasinejimai vykdyti tik 

trijuose: Punioje, Kaukuose ir Obelyteje. Zvalgornieji kasinejimai atlikti Einoroniq ir Geruliq 

piliakalniuose. 

Kiek daugiau istirtos piliakalniq papedes gyvenvietes, tai taip pat padeda nustatyti piliakalnio 

amziq. Papedziq gyvenvieCiq teritorijos aplinkoje isskiriamos pagal tose vietose randamus 

specifinius kultiirinius sluoksnius - dazniausiai tamsesnes spalvos zem~ su joje likusiais ivairiais 

zmoniq gyvenimo pedsakais: pastatq liekanomis, ivairiornis Ukinernis ir gamybos atliekornis. 

Papedes gyvenvietes Alytaus rajone tirtos pr.ie siq piliakalniq: Alytaus, Dirrniskilb GiluiCilb 

Punios, Radziiinq, Rumboniq. 

Archeologiniq radiniq is piliakalniq ir papedziq gyvenvieCiq randama ir atsitiktinai: nuslinkus 

slaitams, kasant zvyrq_ ar ie5kant pasleptq lobiq. Taip pat zvalgomqjq archeologiniq ekspedicijq 

metu. Daugeli piliakalnitt radiniq anksciau turejo vietiniai gyventojai arba krastotyrininkai 

megejai, ir tik XX a. treciajame - ketvirtajame de5imtmetyje jie buvo pradeti kaupti muziejuose. 

Siuo metu zinoma, kad radiniai is Alytaus rajono piliakalniq saugomi Lietuvos nacionaliniame, 

Nacionaliniame M. K. Ciurlionio dailes ir Alytaus krastotyros muziejuose. 

Piliakalniai nepasizyrni gausiais archeologiniais radiniais. Svarbiausias archeologinis objektas, 

pagal kuri galima datuoti piliakalnio amziq, yra keramika. Rastos keramikos tipas daznai yra 

vienintelis bud as datuoti piliakalnio amziq. Ankstyviausieji piliakalniai yra tie, kuriuose aptinkame 

bruksniuotosios keramikos. Briik.sniuotosios keramikos kultiira gyvavo nuo II - I tiikst. pr. Kr. 

ribos iki II a. Tokiq piliakalniq Alytaus rajone yra tik du: Einoronys ir Obelyte. Kiek 

daugiau briiksniuotosios keramikos rasta prie piliakalniq esanciose se5iose papedes gyvenvietese: 

Bambininklb Dirrniskilb Giluicilb Piliakalnio, Poteroniqir Rumboniq. 

N uo II- III a. iki II tiikst. pradzios piliakalniams budinga kiek kitokia keramika. Nors ji islieka 

lipdyta, daznai jos pavirsius biina nelygus, lyg apdrebtas skystu moliu. Tai grubleta kerarnika. 

Greta jos I tiikst. pirmoje puseje- I tiiks. viduryje piliakalniuose aptinkama nedaug kokybiskos 

plonasienes keramikos labai lygiu pavirsiurni. Tai gludinta keramika, i krasrq_ patekusi tautq 

kraustymosi metu is pietvakariq kaimynq. Nuo II tiikst. pradzios lipdytq_ keramikq_ keiCia paziesta, 

nuo XIV a. - ziesta. Be keramikos, piliakalniuose daugiausia randama buitiniq dirbiniq: peililb yllb 
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gal~stuVl.l, gyvuliq kaulq. Lengviau datuojami dirbiniai, pavyzdziui, papuosalai ar 

ginklq liekanos, reti. Visa tai neleidzia sio laikotarpio piliakalniq datuoti tiksliau. Kuo daugiau 

radiniq aptinkama, tuo lengviau suzinoti kada, kam ir kaip buvo naudojamas piliakalnis. 

IS Alytaus rajono piliakalniq grubletosios keramikos yra rasta Gerulit:t, Kaukq, Obelytes ir 

Zilvios piliakalniuose, lygios keramikos - Geruliq, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniuose. Gerokai 

gausiau grubletosios keramikos yra aptinkama piliakalniq gyvenvietese: Aniskio, Bambininkq, 

Geruliq, Giluiciq, Kaukq-Obelytes, Kruziiinq, Margaravos, Poteroniq, Radziunq, Rumboniq. 

Lygios kerarnikos rasta Aniskio, Dirmiskit:t, Geruliq, GiluiCiq, Kaukq-Obelytes, Kruziiinq, 

Poteroniq piliakalniq gyvenvietese. 

Ziesta keramika rasta Bambinirtkq, Kaukq, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniuose bei Aniskio, 

Barnbininkqir Rumboniqpapedes gyvenvietese. 

Kaukq piliakalnyje istirtas 330 kv. m plotas. Pagal radinius nustatyti du piliakalnio kultiiriniai 

sluoksniai: zemutiniame V- IX a. sluoksnyje aptikta grubletos keramikos ir dirbiniq, vidutiniame 

X - XI a. sluoksnyje - akmens grindiniq, zidiniq, grudq, ivairiq papuosalq liekanq: smeigtukq, 

karoliq, segiq, ziedq, ukines paskirties dirbiniq (tarp itt net 83 verpstukai), ziestos keramikos, 

gyvuliq ir zmoniq kaulq. Kaukq piliakalnyje rastas didziausias skaicius visoje Lietuvoje streliq 

antgalil.l. Padarytas pylimo pjuvis, pagal kur!nustatyta, kad jis buvo supiltas per tris kartus. 

0 .. 

· o g 
0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

KouhJ.piliakalnio stre/i;t antgaliai. 2 /Juoroda /A rrow tips from l<Bukai mound Riference 2 

Obelytes piliakalnyje istirtas 54 

kv. m plotas. Rasta briiksniuotos ir 

grubletos keramikos. Piliakalnio 

pylimas sudarytas is apdegusio 

molio gabalq su 2 - 3 degesil.l 

sluoksniais. 

Punios piliakalnyje buvo 

iskasinetas 1282 kv. m plotas. 

Nus tatyta, kad didzioji dalis 

kultiirinio sluoksnio priklauso XV 

- XVIII a. dvarvietei. Radiniai 

liudija, kad cia gyventa akmens 

amziuje, I tiikst. pries Kristl.l, taip 

pat XIV a. Pylimas supiltas per tris 

kartus, spejama, kad XIV a. 
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Kasinejant Einoroniq piliakalni, buvo ist:irtas 8 kv: m aiksteles plotas, jame aptiktas daugiau 

kaip 60 em storio kult:Urinis sluoksnis su bruksniuota keramika, 

titnaginiais dirbiniais. Pagal radinius piliakalnis priskiriamas I tiikst. 

pr. Kr.- I tiikst. po Kr. pradziai. 

Geruliq piliakalnio aiksteleje bei paslaitese rasta grubletos ir 

lygios keramikos, gyvuliqkaulq, akmens. 

Alytaus papedes gy-

venvietes kasinejimai 

atskleide, kad Cia gyventa 

VII- XII a. Gyvenvieteje 

rasta sudegusiq pastatq 

liekanq, kalavijo galas, 

pentinas su spygliu, 

pasagine sege, verpstukq. 

Gemlil[piliakalnio gmblito;i kmm11ka. Indtl f11kis. If Afyta11s kt?tfloJ:yros f/1/tzicjalls 
rinkinitl I Ritgged cemmics from Gemliai t1101111d. Dish chips. 

GiluiCiq papedes gyvenvieteje rastas 1,3 m 

storio kultiirinis sluoksnis su bn1ksniuota, 

grubleta ir lygia keramika. Punios papedes 

gyvenvietes kultiirinis sluoksnis apardytas. 

Radziiinq papedes gyvenvieteje rasta grubletos 

keramikos, gyvuliq kaulq, gelezinis itveriamasis 

tribriaunis strdes antgalis. Gyvenviete datuo­

jamall-Va. 

From the collections of Afyt11s "gion JJJIISellf/1 

Dirmiskiq papedes gyvenvieteje rasta 

bruksniuotos ir lygios keramikos, titnago skelciq. 

Bnikfni11otosios keramikos indo fttki. !f Afyta11s krafto(}•I~S 

mllzicjam 1inkinit1 I A chip of lined ceramics dish. 
Fro/JI the collections of Abrtw region IIIIISB/1111 



Verpstelis. Keramiko 
Bobbin. Ceramics 

Lanleeline-laipteline sege. ialvaris 
Bended stepped broach. Brass 

Kalavijo? a!Jmmlfragmmlas. Geleifjs 
Fragment of a nvord? blade. Iron 

[movinis ietigalis. Gele~s 
Sheath speartip. Iron 

Kauline adata I Bone needle 

Afytaus V/1 - XII a. piliakolnio gy11envietije 1985 - 1986 m. aptikti radiniai. If Afytaus kraftotyros nlllziejaus nnkinir£ 
1985- 1986 findings from Afytus Mound 1'- 11' century settlement. From the co//ectiom of Afyt11s region IIIUSellnr 

Strifes antgalis nuo Rad~rim£piliakolnio. Gele~s. 

If Afytaus kraftotyros lllllziejaliS nnkiniq 
An arro111 tip f ronr Rad~rinai 111011nd. I ron. 

From the collections of Afyt11s region IIJ/Iseu/11 

iidinio liekonos Rtlmbonir£piliakolnio 
paplides gyvenvietije 
Hearth re!llains from RltmbOI!JS IIIOrmd 
hill base settlement 

Rumboniq papedes gyvenviete datuojama I tiikst. po Kr. II tiikst. pradZia. 

Jos 0,8 m storio kultiiriniame sluoksnyje rasta briiksniuotos, grubletos ir ziestos keramikos, 

zidinys. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS 

Questions about the age and destination of the mound can be answered best by 

archaeological excavations and the items and cultural layer found during them. A mound is 

considered as excavated if, after researching at least 1 sq metre of its area, we have fixation 

material on stratigraphy (characteristics of layers) and findings. However, only a small part of 

Lithuanian mounds has been researched so far. In Alytus region excavations have been made only 

in three out of 28 objects of this kind. Punia, Kaukai and Obelyte. Exploratory excavations were 

made in Einoronys and Geruliai mounds. 

More research has been made in mound-base settlements, which help to establish the age of a 

mound. The territories of mound-base settlements are defined according to the specific cultural 

layers, mostly darker ground containing various traces of people's life: remains of buildings, 

evidences of different farming and production activities. In Alytus region mound-base 

settlements have been researched at the following mounds: Alytus, Dirmiskes, GiluiCiai, Punia, 

Radzilinai and Rumbonys. 

Archaeological findings from mounds and mound-base settlements are also found 

accidentally: after drifting of slopes, while digging gravel or looking for hidden treasures as well as 

during exploratory archaeological expeditions. Most of the findings found in mounds were 

possessions of local people or laymen researchers, and the collection of them in museums was 

started only in only in the nineteen twenties and thirties. At present the findings are stored in 

Lithuanian National Museum, Kaunas National Museum and Alytus Museum. 

Findings from mounds are not very numerous. The most important archaeological object 

helping to establish the age of the mound is ceramics. The type of the found ceramics usually is 

the only way to determine the age of the mound. The earliest mounds are those where Lined 

ceramics can be found. The culture of Lined Ceramics was thriving from the turn of the 

2nd - 1" millenniums BC till 2nd cent. AD. There are only two of such mounds in Alytus region: 

Einoronys and Obelyte. Some more Lined ceramics was found in 6 mound-base settlements: 

Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, GiluiCiai, Piliakalnis, Poteronys and Rumbonys. 

Starting from the 2nd - 3d cent. till the beginning of the 2"d millennium, different sort of 

ceramics has been found in mounds. Even though it is still Thrown Ceramics, its surface is not 

smooth and it looks like covered with liquid clay. This sort of ceramics is called Rugged Ceramics. 

Alongside with it, not much of high quality thin-wall ceramics with a very smooth surface dating 

to the beginning middle of the 1" millennium is found in mounds. It is the so called Polished 

Ceramics which came to our region from our South-East neighbours during the Nation 



Movement. Starting from the beginning of the 2nd millennium, mouldered ceramics was changed 

by pre-thtown ceramics, and at the beginning of the 14th century thrown ceramics appeared. 

Besides ceramics, the findings from the moulds include household utilities: knives, bodkins, 

whetstones, animal bones. However, items the age of which can be determined more easily, such 

as jewellery or parts of weapons, are not so commonly found. These facts prevent us from more 

exact dating of the mounds of this period. The more findings we have, the easier to learn when 

the mound was used and for what purpose. 

Rugged ceramics was found in the following mounds of Alytus region: Geruliai, Kaukai, 

Obelyte and Zilvia, while plain ceramics was excavated in Geruliai, Punia and Zilvia mounds. 

Much more items of rugged ceramics were found in mound-base settlements: Aniskis, 

Bambininkai, Geruliai, GiluiCiai, Kaukai-Obelyte, Kruiiiinai, Margarava, Poteronys, Radziiinai, 

Rumbonys. Plain ceramics was found in mound-base settlements of Aniskis, Dirmiskes, 

Geruliai, GiluiCiai, Kaukai-Obelyte, Kruziiinai, Poteronys. 

Thrown ceramics was excavated in Bambininkai, Kaukai, Punia and Zilvia mounds as well as 

Aniskis, Bambininkai and Rumbonys mound-base settlements. 

A site of 330 sq m was researched in Kaukai mound. According to the findings, two cultural 

layers were determined. The lower layer, dating to the 5cl'- 9th cent., contained items of rugged 

ceramics, whereas the upper 1Oth - 11th cent. layer had cobblestones, fireplaces, grain, jewellery 

pins, beads, brooches, rings, household utilities (including even 83 spindles), thrown ceramics, 

animal and human bones. The biggest in Lithuania number of arrow heads was found in Kaukai 

mound. A causeway cut was made which enabled to establish that it had been bulked in three 

times. 

In Obelyte mound a site of 54 sq m was researched. The findings include lined and rugged 

ceramics. The causeway of the mound contains charred clay lumps with 2- 3layers of burns. 

In Punia mound a site of 1282 sq m was excavated. It was established that a larger part of the 

cultural layer belongs to the manor of 15th - 18th cent. The findings enabled to determine 

residence of people in the Stone Age, 1" millennium BC, and in the 14th cent. The mound was 

bulked in thtee times, supposedly in the 14 d• cent. 

Excavations of Einoronys mound enabled to analyse the site of 8 sq m revealing an over 60 

em thickness cultural layer with remains of lined ceramics and flint works. According to the 

findings, the mound is dated to the 1" millennium BC beginning of the 1" millennium AD. 

On the grounds and slopes of Geruliai mound rugged and plain ceramics, animal bones and 

stones were found. 
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Excavations of Alytus mound-base settlement disclosed that people lived there in the 7th -

12th cent. The fmclings include burnt remains of buildings, a sword tip, a spur with a spike, a 

horseshoe pin and spindles. 

In Dirmiskiai mound-hill settlement lined and plain ceramics and flint choppers were found. 

In Giluiciai mound-base settlement a 1,3 m thickness cultural layer was found containing 

lined, rugged and plain ceramics. The cultural layer of Punia mound-base settlement is 

disintegrated. The fmclings of Radziiinai mound-base settlement include rugged ceramics, animal 

bones, iron three-edged splints. The settlement dates to the 2"'1- Sth centuries. 

Rumbonys mound-base settlement is dated to 1" millennium AD beginning of 2"d 

millennium. The cultural layer of 0,8 m thickness contained lined, rugged and thrown ceramics 

and a fireplace. 



6 lentele. Paped es gyvenvieCiq radiniai / Table 6. Findings from Base Settlements 

Kerarnika / Ceramics 

Lipdyta 
B riiksni u o ta Grubh~ta Lygi III - VI a. Ziesta XI a. 

Moulded 
iki II a. II- VI a. Plain 3d- Thrown 
Lined Rugged 6'h cent. 11th cent. 

till znd cent. znd - 6th cent. 

Al)'tuS 

Ani skis 

Atesninkai 

Bambininkai 

Bazorai 

Daugai 

Dirmiskes 

Einoron)'S 

Geruliai 

GiluiCiai 

Kaukai-Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Kruziiinai 

Laukininkai 

Margarava 

Nemunaitis 

Obelija 

PapeCiai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasiiinai 

Pociiiniskes 

Poteronys 

Punia 

Radziiinai 

Rumbonys 

Zaramciskiai 

Zilvia 
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7 lentele. Papedes gyvenvieCiq radiniai / Table 7. Findings from Hill-Base Settlements 

Bui ties 
Verp stukai Papuosalai G inklai clirbiniai Pas tatai Kiti 

Spindles Jewellery Weapons H ousehold Buildings O ther 
utilities 

Alytus lankine sege kalavijo galas sudegusi4 nam4 pentinas su 

bow pin sword tip liekanos/ remains spygliu 
of burnt houses spur with prick 

Ani skis gele2ies 
gargazes 
iron slags 

Atesninkai 

Bambininkai 

Bazorai 

D augai 

Dirmiskes titnago skeltys 
flint choppers 

E inoronys 

Geruliai lankine sege 
bow pin 

G iluiciai 

K aukai-Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Kruzifmai 

Laukininkai 

Margarava 

N emunaitis 

Obelija 

Papeciai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasiunai 

Pociiiniskes 

Po teronys pentinas, slakas 
spur, slags 

Punia 

Radzifmai gele:Zinis gyvuliq 
tnbriaunis kaulai 

srreles an~alis animal 
iron ttihe ron bones arrowheads 

Rumbonys ziclinys 
hearth 

Zaramciskiai 

Z ilvia 
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8 lentele. Piliakalniq radiniai I Table 8. Findings from Mounds 

Su Keramika I Ceramics 

kulriiriniu Briiksniuota Grubleta Lygi 
sluoksniu Lipdyta iki II a. ill - VI a. III- VI a. Ziesta XI a. 

With cultural Moulded Lined till Rugged Plain 3d -
Thrown 

layer 2"d cent. 2"d - 6'" cent. 6'" cent. 
11 th cent. 

Alytus 

Ani skis 

Atesninkai 

Bambininkai 70 em 

Bazorai 

Daugai 

Dirmiskes 

Einoronys 60cm 

Geruliai 

GiluiCiai 

Kaukai 

Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Kruziiinai 

La u kininkai 

Margarava 

Nemunaitis 

Obelija 

PapeCiai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasi iinai 

Pociiiniskes 

Poteronys 

Punia 3,5 m 

Radziiinai 

Rumbonys 

Zaramciskiai 

Zilvia 
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9 lentele. Piliakalniq rac:liniai / Table 9. Findings from Mounds 

Verpstukai Papuosalai Ginklai Buities Pastatai Kiti dirbi.rllai 
Spindles Jewellery Weapo ns H ousehold Buildings Other 

utilities 

Alytus 

Aniskis ttin~mosios 
grrnos 

frictional querns 

A tesninkai 

Bambininkai 

Bazorai 

D augai 

Dirmiskes 

E inoronys tltnago 
dirb' 

0 

Iill a! 
flin t item s 

Geruliai 

GiluiCiai 

Kaukai sme~ai, streliq akmens grindiniai, 
karo ai, seges, antgaliai 

Zidiniai, griidai, 
ziedai/ pins, ~ydmoniq 
heeds, arrowheads ulai stone 
brooches, gravings,, hearthd 

gram, aruma! an nngs uman bones 

Obelyte 

Kristapiskes 

Krui iiinai 

Laukininkai 

Margarava 

N emunai tis 

Obelija 

Papd '.iai 

Piliakalnis 

Pivasi iinai 

Pociiiniskes puodq s ~kes 
pot chips 

Po teronys 

Punia sudegusios 
geldiois 
pentmas, 

liekanos rnteqero 
burnt detales 

rem a.tns iron sreur, 
interior e ements 

Rad ziiinai 

Rumbonys 

Z aramciskiai 

Zilvia 
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PILIAKALNlQ LEGENDOS 

Piliakalniai gausiai apipinti ivairiausiomis legendomis. IS 28 Alytaus rajono piliakalniq net 19 

jq_ turi savo istorijas. 

Jokiq legendq neturi sie piliakalniai: Atesninkai, Bazorai, Einoronys, Geruliai, Kristapiskes, 

Kruziiinai, Laukininkai, Piliakalnis, Pociiinises. IS keturiolikos desineje Nemuno puseje esanciq 

piliakalniq tik a pie sesis yra islikusios legendos. Tuo tarpu kaires Nemuno puses piliakalniai beveik 

visi turi legend as (isskyrus Atesninkus) . 

10 lentele / Table 10 

Kaire Nemuno puse 
Left bank of the Nemunas 

Turi legend~ 
Have legends 
Ani skis 
Barnbininkai 
Dirmiskes 
Giluiciai 
Kaukai-Obelyte 
Margatava 
Obelija 
PapeCiai 
Radzilinai 
Rumbonys 
Zararnciskiai 
Zilvia 

N eturi legendos 
No legends 
Atesninkai 

Deiiine Nemuno puse 
Right bank of the Nemunas 

Turi legend~ 
Have legends 
Alytus 
Daugai 
Nemunaitis 
Pivasiiinai 
Poteronys 
Punia 

Neturi legendos 
No legends 
Bazorai 
Einoronys 
Geruliai 
Kristapiskes 
Kruziiinai 
Laukininkai 
Piliakalnis 
Pociiiniskes 

Akivaizdu, kad piliakalniq amzius turi reiksmes legendq a pie juos islikimui. Nieko nera zinoma 

apie seniausiai datuojam~ Einoroniq piliakalni. IS 5 piliakalniq, datuojamq I tiikstantmeCio 

pradzia, legendq neturi 3 piliakalniai: Atesninkai, Laukininkai ir Pociiiniskes. IS 6 piliakalniq, 

naudotq vis~ I tiikstantmeti, legendq nera a pie 3: Bazorus, Kristapiskes, Piliakalni. Ir tik a pie 2 

piliakalnius is 11, datuojamq I tiikstantmecio viduriu - IT tiikstantmeCio pradzia, legendq neislik~, 

t y. apie Gerulius (Butrimoniq sen.) ir Kruzitinus (Punios sen.). 
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Legendq ivairove / Variety of legends 

Uzkeiktas I Cursed 

Supiltas kepuremis I Made with caps 

Vado kapas I Leader's grave 

Supiltas kariq ir kt. I Built by warriors, etc. 

Didvyriski poelgiai I Heroic deeds 

Milzinq kapai I Giants' graves 

Vaidenasi I Haunted 

Skirtas apsaugai I Built for protection 

Pozemiai, urvai I Underground caves and hollows 

Gyveno b.'lllligaikstis I Dwelling of knighs and dukes 

Slepruve I Hiding place 

Stebuklai I Miraculous 

Lobis I Hidden treasure 

Liki!S po svedq karq I Remained since the wars 
with Swedes 

Supiltas laumiq I Made by pixies 

Signalinis I Made for transmitting signals 

Aukakalnis, zynio namai ar kapas I A former altar, sacrifice hill, 
priest's home, or grave 

Supiltas pranciizq I Built by d1e French 

Prasmegusios baznyCios I A church rl1at went 
under the ground 

Meiles isorijos I Love stories 

0 2 

legendos I legends 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 



Pac"ios populiariausios legendq versijos ap1e prasmegus1as baznycias (6), ant piliakalniq 

gyvenusius vadus (8), islikusius pozeminius urvus (7) ir pagoniskas apeigas (5). 

Legendos teigia gyvenus kunigaiksCius ant siq piliakalniq: Alytaus, Margaravos, Pivasiiinlb 

Poteroniq, Punios, Radziiinll, Rumboniq, Zilvios. Net trys piliakalniai susij~ su legendornis apie 

kunigaiksti Margiri (Margarava, Pivasiiinai, Punia). 

Antra pagal gausurnq_ tema legendose - tai istorijos apie pozemmms urvus ir bedugnes 

kiaurymes. Tokiq esama Margaravoje, Obelijoje, Papeciuose, Poteronyse, Punioje, Rurnbonyse ir 

Zilvioje. Sie pasakojimai taip pat labai ivairiis. Teigiama, kad Margaravos ir Rurnboniq pozeminiai 

urvai veda i kitas vi etas. Obelijos, Papeciq ir Rurnboniq piliakalniuose esq_prasmegusios baznyCios 

ir tose vietose girdisi dundant arvarpus skambant. Ant Zilvios piliakalnio t. p. girdisi dundesys, nes 

ten yra prasmeg~s dvaras. Punios piliakalnis garseja bedugne kiauryme bei pasleptais lobiais. 

Trecias pagal populiarumq_ pasakojimas yra apie prasmegusias baznyCias, sventoves bei 

vienuolynus. Tokias legend as turiAlytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papeciai, Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai. 

Aukakalnius, zyniq buveines mena Bambininkai, Dirrniskes, Pivasiiinai, Poteronys, Rurn­

bonys. Pasakojama, jog vaidenasi ant Obelijos, Poteroniq, Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniq. 



11 lentele I Table 11 

Nelaimingos meiles istorijos Alytus, Punia, Zilvia 
Unhappy love stories 

Stovejusi baznycia ar vienuolynas ir jie Alytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papeciai, 
prasmeg~ I A church or monastery that 

Rurnbonys, Zaramciskiai went under the ground 

Supyle pranciizai I Built by the French Bambininkai 

Buv~s aukuras, aukakalnis, zynio namai Bambininkai, Dirmiskes, Pivasiiinai, 
ar kapas I A former altar, sacrifice hill, Poteronys, Rurnbonys 
priest's home, or grave 

Supiltas signalams perduoti Daugai, Radziiinai 
Made for transmitting signals 

Supyle laurnes ir pan./ Made by pixies, etc. Daugai 

Lik~s nuo karq su svedais I Remained 
Dirmiskes 

since the wars with Swedes 

Pasleptas lobis I Hidden treasure GiluiCiai, Punia 

Jame vyksta stebuklai I Miraculous Kaukai 

Sleptuve I Hiding place Margarava 

Gyven~ kar:lygiai, kunigaikSCiai Alytus, Margarava, Pivasiiinai, Poteronys, 
Dwelling of knights and dukes Punia, Radziiinai, Rurnbonys, Zilvia 

Y ra pozeminiai urvai, kiaurymes Margarava, Obelija, PapeCiai, Poteronys, 
Underground caves and hollows Punia, Rumbonys, Zilvia 

Supiltas apsaugai I Built for protection Nemunaitis, Radziiinai 

Vaidenasi I Haunted Obelija, Poteronyas, Punia, Zilvia 

Pasakojimai apie milzinus I Stories about giants Poteronys, Punia, Radziiinai 

D idvyriski poelgiail Heroic deeds Punia 

Supyle kariai ar kt. I Built by warriors, etc Radziiinai, Rumbonys, Dzirmiskes, Punia 

Vado kapas I Leader's grave Rurnbonys, Punia 

Supiltas kepuremis I Made with caps Pivasiiinai, Rumbonys 

Uzkeikimas I Curse Zilvia 
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Vieni idomiausiq - pasakojimai apie meiles istorijas. TaCiau tokias istorijas turi tik Alytaus, 

Punios ir Zilvios piliakalniai. Tik a pie D augq piliakalni yra legenda, kad jis supiltas laumes. Kituose 

pasakojirnuose apie piliakalnius mitines butybes nera minirnos. Tiesa, Poteroniq piliakalnis dar 

vadinamas Milzinq kalnu, taCiau pasakojimas, galintis paaiskinti si pavadinimq, neislik~s. Vienoje 

Punios piliakalnio legendoje minima, kad tai yra rnilzinams supiltas kapas. Cia rnilZinai reiskia 

didvyrius, zuvusius kovose su kryziuociais. Kaip ivairiq personazq - kariq, vietiniq zmoniq, 

laumiqir pan. - supilti piliakalniai minimi sie: Bambininkai, D augai, Dirmiskes, Punia, Radziunai, 

Rumbonys, Pivasiunai. 

Gausiausiai legendomis apipinti Punios, Rumboniq, Zilvios, Poteroniq, Radzilinqpiliakalniai. 

Patys ivaitiausi pasakojimai sklinda a pie Punios piliakalni. Tai ir nelaimingos meiles, uzkastq lobiq, 

pozeminiq urvq, kiaurymiq, vaiduokliq, gyvenusiq kunigaikSCiq, didvyriskq kovq, rnilZinq ir 

kunigaiksCiq kapq, kariq supilto kalno istorijos. Apie Rumboniq piliakalni kalbama, kad cia 

prasmegusi baznycia, buv~s aukakalnis, ant kalno stovejusi pilis, kurioje gyven~s kunigaikstis, kad 

is piliakalnio ved~ pozeminiai urvai iki Nemanilinq. Taip pat kalbama, kad cia palaidotas zuv~s 

karo vadas, kuriam kaN supyl~ kariai, kad piliakalnis supiltas kepuremis. Zilvios piliakalnis turi 

labai grazi~ legend~ppie Zilvel~, vienturt~ vado dukrq, ir jos vedybq istorijq, apie kiskiais paverstus 

karius. Siame piliakalnyje taip pat minima kiauryme, teigiama, kad jame vaidenasi. Poteroniq 

piliakalnis pasakoja apie kunigaiksti, isdavusi tevyn~, ir nelaiming~ jo bei jo vaikq likimq, apie 

bedugnius urvus, sventvietes ir vaidilutes. 

Legendq istorijos labai ivairios. D azniausiai jos pasakoja apie piliakalniq atsiradimq, kam jie 

buvo skirti, kas juose gyveno. Daznai sie pasakojirnai kupini mistikos ir stebuklq. Maziausiai 

legendq turi tie piliakalniai, kurie pagal tikr~ji savo amziq yra seniausieji. D augiausia legendq turi 

piliakalniai, priskiriami jotvingiams, bei velyviausieji, mat~ kovas su kryziuoCiais. 

LEGENDS OF MOUNDS 

Mounds have a lot of legends connected with them. Out of 28 mounds of Alytus region even 

19 have their own stories. There are no legends about the following mounds: Atesninkai, Bazorai, 

Einoronys, Geruliai, Kristapiskes, Kruzilinai, Laukininkai, Piliakalnis, Pociunises. Out of 14 

mounds situated on the right bank of the river Nemunas, only six have legends while almost all the 

mounds of the left bank of the river have legends (except Atesninkai) . 

It is obvious the age of the mound is important for preservation of legends. Nothing is 

known about the Einoronys mound which is considered to be the oldest. Out of the 5 mounds 

dated to the beginning of the 1" millennium, three mounds (Atesninkai, Laukininkai and 
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Pociiiniskes) have no legends. Out of the 6 mounds that were in use throughout the 1" 

millennium, no legends are found about 3 mounds: Bazorai, Kristapiskes, Piliakalnis. However, 

only 2 mounds lack in legends out of 11 dated to the middle of the 1" millennium-beginning of 

the 2"d millennium: Geruliai (Butrimonys country district) and Kruziiinai (Punia country district). 

The most popular are legends about churches that subsided through the earth (6) , leaders 

who lived on mounds (8), underground caves (7) and pagan rites (5). 

According to the legends dukes lived on the following mounds: Alytus, Margarava, Pivasiiinai, 

Poteronys, Punia, Radziiinai, Rumbonys, Zilvia. Even three mounds are related to legends about 

Duke Margiris (Margarava, Pivasiiinai, Punia) . 

The second largest topic of the legends is underground caves and bottomless hollows: 

Margarava, Obelija, Papeciai, Poteronys, Punia, Rumbonys and Zilvia. The stories are very 

different. It is said that underground caves from Margarava and Rumbonys mounds lead to other 

places. According to other legends, there were churches on Obelija, PapeCiai and Rumbonys 

mounds which went underground and one can hear rubble and church bells chiming in these 

places. Loud rubble can allegedly be heard on Zilvia mound as there used to stand a big mansion 

which went under the ground. Punia mound is famous for its bottomless hollow and a hidden 

treasure. 

The third most popular part of stories is about churches, sanctuaries and monasteries that 

went under the ground. Such legends are preserved about Alytus, Aniskis, Obelija, Papeciai, 

Rumbonys, Zaramciskiai mounds. Bambininkai, Dirrniskes, Pivasiiinai, Poteronys, Rumbonys 

mounds tell stories about sacrifice places and dwellings of priests, while Obelija, Poteronys, Punia 

and Zilvia mounds are supposed to be haunted. 

The most interesting among the legends are love stories. However, only Alytus, Punia and 

Zilvia mounds have such stories. According to a legend, Daugai mound was built by a pixie. 

However, no other mythological creatures are mentioned in other legends. Although Poteronys 

mound has another name Giant Mound but no story is preserved to explain the origin of the name. 

One legend about Punia mound mentions that it is a grave made for giants, but giants here mean 

heroes who were killed in battles with the crusaders. Bambininkai, Daugai, Dirrniskes, Punia, 

Radziiinai, Rumbonys, Pivasiiinai are mentioned as mounds built up by different characters 

warriors, local people, pixies, etc. 

Punia, Rumbonys, Zilvia, Poteronys, Radziiinai mounds have the most numerous legends. 

Various stories are told about Punia mound. These include stories of unhappy love, buried 

treasures, underground caves, hollows, ghosts, knights, heroic battles, giants, a duke's grave and a 



mound built up by warriors. The legends about Rumbonys mound mention a church that went 

under the ground, as well as a sacrifice place and a castle where a duke lived. Moreover, there are 

stories about the underground caves that lead to village Nemaniiinai. Other legends tell about a 

commander who was killed here and buried, whereas his warriors built up the mound with their 

caps. Zilvia mound has a very beautiful legend about Zilvele, a single daughter of the duke, her 

wedding and the warriors who were turned into rabbits. Another story mentions a hollow going to 

the earth depths, while the mound itself is supposed to be haunted. Poteronys mound has a story 

about a duke who betrayed his motherland, and also about his unhappy fate and that of his 

children, as well as about bottomless caves, a sanctuary and vestal virgins. 

The stories told by legends are very different. Most of them tell about the origin of the 

mounds, their destination and dwellers. The stories are often full of mystics and miracles. The 

oldest mounds have the least number of legends. Most of legends are preserved about the 

mounds attributed to thejotvingiai and the most recent ones are those which witnessed battles with 

the crusaders. 

Iliustracijq nuorodos / References: 

1. G. Zabiela. Lietuvos medines pi!Js. Vilnius. 19 9 5 

2. Lietuvospiliakalniai.Atlasas. T 1. Vilnius. 2005 



Einoroniq piliakalnis, 

Pivasiiinq seniiinija 

I tiikst. pr. Kr. -I tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis, arba Pilies kalnas, irengtas apylinkes 

kalvoje netoli Einoronitt kaimo. Dirvonuoja. 

2001 m. aiksteleje istirtas 8 kv. m plotas. 

Einoroniq mound, 

Pivasiiinq country district 

The 1" millennium BC­

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound or a Castle Hill is situated on a 

waste hill, not far from Einoronys village. Waste. In 

2001 an area of 8 sq m was explored on the waste 

grounds. 



Daugq piliakalnis, 

Daugq seniiinija 

I tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis irengtas Neveiglo eiero rytiniame 

krante esanCioje atskiro je kalvo je. Apardytas 

bulviarusiq. Apaug~s tankiornis egh~rnis, lapuoCiais, 

pietine aiksteles dalis dirvonuoja. 

Daugai mound, 

Daugai country district 

Beginning of the 1" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill on the 

eastern shore of lake N eveiglas. It is slightly damaged 

by potato cellars. Overgrown with dense spruces and 

leafy trees; the southern side of the grounds is waste. 

Cintaris Markevilienis 11110/r. 
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Laukininkq piliakalnis, 

Aloves seniunija 

I tukst. pirma puse 

Piliakalnis irengtas Ilgio dero siaures 

rytiniame krante esanCioje atskiroje kalvoje. 

Apsodintas pusimis. 

Laukininkai mound, 

Alove country district 

Fitst half of the 1" millennium 



Pociuniskill piliakalnis, 
Daugl.l seniunija 

I tiikst. pirma puse 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, 

Pociuniskiq kaime. Dirvonuoja, siaurinis slaitas 
apaug~s puselemis. 

Pociuniskes mound, 

Daugai country district 

First half of the 1" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill, in 

IIJ~ocJtunisk,es village. It is waste, but the northern 

is overgrown with pine trees. 

A rltiro Ba/ftiitJO tllloh: 
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Atesninkq piliakalnis, 

Simno seniunija 

I tiikst. pradiia 

Piliakalnis yra Atesninkq kaime, misko 

pakrastyje esanCios kalvos siauriniame gale. 

Apaugc:s pusimis. 

Atesninkai mound, 

Simnas country district 

Beginning 

of the !"millennium 

The mound is in Atesninkai village, at the 

northern side of a hill, situated at the edge of a 

forest. Overgrown with pine trees. 



Zaramciskiq piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniunija 

I tllkst. pirma puse 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, 

esanCioje Obelijos e:lero rytiniame krante. 

Dirvonuoja, vakarinis slaitas apaug~s eglernis. 

Zaramciskes mound, 

Miroslavas country district 

First half of the 1" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill, on 

the eastern bank of lake Obelija. It is waste; the 

western slope is overgrown with spruces. 

Legend a: 

ISLik~s pasakojimas, kad tarp Obelijos ir 

Zaramciskiq piliakalniq tebera baznyCia ir kad 

kartais girdeti varpq skambejimas. Piliakalnis 

Legend: 

Old people say that there is still a church 

Obelija and Zaramciskes mounds, 

bells can sometimes be heard. 

M loumct is referred to as Galiertiske or 
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PapeCil! piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniUnija 

I tiikst. 

Piliakalnis !fengtas ant atskiros kalvos tarp 

Obelijos ir Metelio ezerq. D irvonuoja. 

Papeciai mound, 

Miroslavas country district 

The 1" millennium 

The waste mound is situated on a separate 

hill between lakes Obelija and Metelys. 

Legenda: 

Pasakojama, kad piliakalnio rytiniame slaite 

buvo islind\!S grandines galas. Suej\! zmones 

kart~ trauke t~ grandin\!, taciau ji truko, o galas 

[smuko i piliakalnio vidq. Kas bandydavo t~ 

grandin\! istraukti, tas budavo [traukiamas i 

kalno pozemius ... 

Salia sio piliakalnio yra bUV\!S dar vienas 

kalnas, vadinamas Sidabrakalniu. Toje vietoje 

bUV\!S dvaras, kazkada uzkeiktaS ir nugrimzd\!S 

i zem\!. Vienas ponas kart~ sapnaV\!S is kalno 



isejusias sidabrines ozkas, snekejusias zmoniq kalba. Jos pasakiusios, kad ponas turis pakviesti 

kunig~ atlaikyti misiq ir niekas is misioms reikalingq dalyktt neturi biiti pamirsta. Visk~ sund~, 

klebonas atlaik~s misias, taCiau beeidamas nuo altoriaus pastebej~s, kad buv~s pamirstas zvakems 

gesinti irankis. Kalnas taip ir lik~s uzkeiktas, tiktai nuo sidabrinitt ozkqgav~s Sidabrakalnio vardll··· 

Legend: 

The legend says that once upon a time an end of a chain emerged on the eastern slope of the 

mound. People came up and tried to pull out this chain but it erupted and the end disappeared in 

the ground. Later those who tried to pull out the chain were dragged into the nether world. 

Next to this mound, there used to be another mound called Sidabrakalnis (Silver hill). There 

stood a mansion which was cursed and subsided underground. Once, a local nobleman had a 

dream about silver goats which came out of the mound and spoke a human language. They told 

him that in order to call off the curse, he had to call a 

priest to hold a mass. But they could not forget a single 

thing that was used during the service. The nobleman 

did as he was told. They brought everything that was 

necessary for the mass, and the priest held the mass. But 

on his way back from the altar, the priest noticed that 

they had forgotten a candle extinguisher. Therefore, 

the mound remained cursed, but people started calling 

it Silver hill because of the silver goats ... 
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I tUkst. 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, juosia­

moje Ru.Zelio dero dregnq krantq_ zemumtt, 

Pieriskes kaime. Aikstele sunkiai issiskiria, nes 

piliakalnis ilg.tlaik~ buvo ariamas. 

Kristapiskes mound, 

Raitininkai country district 

The 1" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill 

surrounded by wet lowlands of lake Ru.Zelis, in 

Pieriske village. The grounds can be hardly seen as 

the mound used to be ploughed for a long time. 



Piliakalnio piliakalnis, 

Raitininkll seniunija 

I tiikst. 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, Pilia-

kalnio kaime. Dirvonuoja. 

Piliakalnis mound, 

Raitininkai country district 

The 1" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill, in 
Piliakalnis village. Waste. 



Bazorq piliakalnis, 

Pivasiunq seniunija 

I tukst. 

Piliakalnis yra atskiroje kalvoje, Puneles 

kairiajame krante, netoli Bazorq kaimo. Aikstele 

dirvonuoja, rytinis slaitas apaug~s mecliiais. 

Bazorai mound, 

Pivasiunai country district 

The 1" millennium 

The mound is on a separate hill, on the left 

bank of the river Punele, close to Bazorai village. 

The ground is waste, and the eastern slope is 

overgrown with trees. 



Pivasiunq piliakalnis, 
Pivasiiinl! seniiinija 

I tiikst. 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, esanCioje i 
siaures vakarus nuo Pivasilinq miestelio, priesais 

baznyci~. Slai tai apaug~ medziais. 

Pivasiiinai mound, 

Pivasiiinai country district 

The l "millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill, to the 

Northwest from Pivasilinai settlement, opposite the 

church. The slopes are overgrown with trees. 

Legenda: 

Legendos pasakoja, kad ant sio piliakalnio seno­

veje buvusi sventykla. Dar sakoma, kad jis nebuv~s 

zmones eida 

• Galinos Tamofilinienis m1otr. 

I 

Ginlaris Markeuifimis nuotr. 

Legends tell about a temple that used to stand on this mound. The mound is said to have been 

much lower but the people who came to pray, used to bring a cap full of soil and spill in on the hill. 

Thus the worshippers gradually made a mdund with their caps. It is also said that Pivasilinai 

mound belonged to a son of Pilenai duke Ma1:gis, and that duke Margis himself is buried on this 

mound. In the ancient times ,the ol)ly road tfom funia and Alyttts ran ' to Trakai and Yilni~s· ... 
through these vicinities. 



Geruliq piliakalnis, 

Butrimoniq seniunija 

I tiikst. vid. -II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis irengtas G eruliq kaimo kalvoje 

tarp 2 bevardziq upeliq. Pradetas tvarkyti: 

nukirsti medziai, pastatyta medine paminklo 

lenta, irengti laiptai. 2006 - 2007 m. atlikti 

nedideles apimties archeologiniai tyrimai 

piliakalnio aiksteleje ir paslaitese. 

Geruliai mound, 

Butrimonys country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium -

beginning of the 2"" millennium 

The mound is situated on a hill between 2 

nameless streams in Geruliai village. Trimming 

of the mound was started: the trees were cut 

down, a wooden memorial board was put, and 

steps were built. 2006 - 2007 archaeological 

research of a small size was performed on 

grounds and slopes of the mound. 

Gi11lnris Arfnrkevilieuis mtotr. 



Kruziiinl! piliakalnis, 

Punios seniiinija 

I tukst. vi d.- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis jrengtas Puneles dd iniajame krante 

esanCiame aukstumos kysulyje, Kruziunq kaime. 

Apaug~s medziais ir krumais. 

Kruziunai mound, 

Punios country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium -

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated on a horn of a hill, on the 

right bank of the stream Punele, in Kruziunai village. 

Overgrown with trees and bushes. 

Legenda: 

Pasakojama, kad seniau piliakalnyje zmones rasdav~ 

r~stgaliq ir zmoniq kaulq. AnksCiau piliakalnis 

o.almi,lesdaug aukstesnis ir smailesnis. 

Legend: 

It is told that people used to ftnd remains of pots, 

beams and human bones on the mound, and the mound 

itself used to be much higher and more pointed. 

A rlliro Ba/tiiif10 nuolr. 
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Kaukq piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniiinija 

I tiikst. pradzia - XI a. 

Kompleks~ sudaro skirtingose upelio 

pusese esantys 2 piliakalniai, papilys ir 

papedes gyvenviete. Kaukq piliakalnis 

ifengtas Per8ekes upelio kairiojo kranto 

vingyje esanCioje aukstumoje, Papec.iq 

kairno rytin.iame pakrastyje. Piliakalnis 

d.irvonuoja, is pietqpuses irengti laiptai. 

Tyrinetas 1967- 1969 m. Nustatyta, kad 

Kaukq ir Obelytes piliakalniq kompleksas 

gyvavo nuo I tiikst. pradzios ik.i XI a. 

Greiciausiai buvo sunaikintas per Kijevo 

Rusios kun.igaiksciq karini zygi pries 

jotvingiqgentis. 

Kaukai mound, 

Miroslavas country district 

Beginning of the 

1" millennium -11"' cent. 

The complex consists of 2 mounds 

situated on the different banks of the 

stream, lower mound and a hill-base 



hill located in a curve of the left bank of the stream Perseke, at the eastern side of Papeciai village. 

The mound is waste with steps built on the southern side. The mound was explored in 1967 -

1969. I twas found that Kaukai and Obelyte mound complex existed from the beginning of the 1" 

millennium till the 11 cl' century when it was probably destroyed during a military march of Russian 

dukes against thejotvingiaitribes. 

Legenda: 

Kaukq piliakalni Meteliq savininkas Usinskas norejo suarti, bet tikslo nepasieke, nes jauciai 

apako. 0 Obelytes piliakalnyje kasinejant buvo rasti stori audekliniai maisai. Aplink siuos 

piliakalnius zmones rasdavo akmeniniq kirvukq ir tikejo jq stebuklingu poveikiu: kad sie turi 

gydanCiqgaliq ar saugo nuo mirties. 

Obelytes piliakalnis dar vadinamas Nugara. 

Legend: 

Old people tell that landlord of Meteliai Usinskas 

wanted to plough Kaukai mound but did not manage 

to do it: his oxen went blind. During excavations of 

Obelyte mound the archaeologists found some canvas 

sacks. In the vicinities people used to find stone axes 

and believed in their magic powers: healing power and 

ability to protect from death. 

Obelyte mound is also called Nugara (The back). 



Galinos Ta111ofiiinienes nuotr. 

Obelytes ir Kattkt£piliakafnit{ kompleksas 

1963!11. Algirdo !Vtbilirms 1//lofl: Tf Dmsk.ininkl£ miesto muzifjrms rinkinit£ 



Obelytes piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniunija 

I tukst. pr. Kr. pabaiga- XI a. 

I<..itame Per5ekes upelio krante uz 50 m nuo 

Kauktt piliakalnio buvo dabar jau sunyk~s 

Obelytes piliakalnis. 

Obelyte mound, 

Miroslavas country district 

End of the 1" millennium BC-

11'h cent. 

On the other bank on the stream Per5eke, 50 

meters from Kaukai mound, there used to be 

Obelyte mound, which is decayed now. 

Vilmos j enfiff!Jtes !llloh: 
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Giluiciq piliakalnis, 

Simno seniiinija 

I tiikst. -II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis yra i vakarq pus~ nuo 

Giluicio e:lero, staciame Kriauciaus upelio 

kairiajame krante esanCios aukstumos 

kysulyje. Aiksteles rytin~ dali nuplove 

upelis. Apaug~s krlimais. 1983 m. tyrineta 

papedes gyvenviete. 

Giluiciai mound, 

Simnas country district 

The 1" millennium 

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

A rl1iro Ba/CititiO nuotr. 

Lictu/JOJ pi!itJktJ!IJiai . .AtltJStJs. T 1. 2005 

The mound is to the West from lake Giluitis, on a horn of a hill located on a steep bank of the 

KriauCius stream. The eastern side of the grounds was washed away by the stream Overgrown 

with bushes. In 1983 the hill-base setdement was researched. 

1955m. I Uetuuo< piliakalniai. Atlaias. T. I. 



Legenda: 

1875-1876 m. per Giluicit.tpiliakalni. buvo tiesiamas kelias. Vienas darbininkas rado molini 

puod::t su pinigais ir brangenybemis. Sio darbininko buta labai sykstaus, jis nenorejo pasidalyti 

rastu lobiu su draugais, todd slapCiomis vel uzkase puodq_ir toje vietoje atsigule sakydamas, kad 

staiga pablogejo sveikata. Darbininkai norejo jam padeti, nuvezti pas gydytojq, taCiau sis prase jo 

nejudinti vis us ramindamas, kad liga greit praeis. Taip ir liko guleti iki nakties. Ryte darbininkai toje 

vietoje rado tik duob~, kurioje buvo puodas, o darbininko su lobiu daugiau niekas nemate ir 

nesutiko ... 

Legend: 

In 1875-1876 a road was being built near Giluiciai mound, and some worker found a clay pot 

with money and jewellery. This man was very greedy, 

and he did not want to divide the treasure with his 

friends. That is why he secretly buried the pot again 

and lay down above it telling his friends he was not 

feeling well. They wanted to help him and offered to 

take him to the doctor, but he refused asking not to 

move him and assuring that he would be well again 

soon after resting for some time. He remained there 

till night. In the morning the workers found there a 

hole in the ground with a pot in it, and nobody ever 

had seen the worker and the treasure again ... 



Bambininkq piliakalnis, 

Simno seniunija 

I tiikst. vi d.- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis yra Bambenos upelio kairiajame 

krante, 1\zuoliniQ gyvenvieteje. Pylime iskastas 

apkasas, auga pavieniai medziai. 

Bambininkai mound, 

Simnas country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium­

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is on the left bank of the Bambena 

stream, in 1\zuoliniai settlement. There is a dug trench 

on the causey and separate trees. 

Legenda: 

Pasakojama, kad ant jo es::ts palaidotas paskutinis 

sios apylinkes Perkuno garbintojas Demburis. Jam 

dar gyvam esant Cia buvusi iskasta duobe, kurioje ji 

palaidojo. Cia pasibaig~ jo vargai, todd ir piliakalni 

pavadin~ Dembavargiu arba Demburvargiu ... 

Legend: 

It is told that a man called Demburis, the last 

worshiper of God Perklinas (Thunder) in these 

vicinities, is buried there. A hole on the mound was 

1963/J/. Algirdo !Vtbiliaus mtolr. II DmskininkJ{ mieslo llmtfdtms rinkinil£ 



Aniskio piliakalnis, 

Alytaus seniunija 

I tiikst. vid.- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis yra salia I-ojo Arrninq kaimo, Gudeliq 

e2ero pasoneje tekanCio bevardzio upelio kairiojo kranto 

aukstumoje. Aikstele dar iki XX a. beveik visa nuplauta 

upelio. Apaug~s lapuociais medziais. 

Aniskis mound, Alytus country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium- beginning 

of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is near Arrninai I village, Gudeliai lake, on 

the left bank of a nameless stream, at the edge of a hill. By 
th 

the 20 cent the grounds were nearly washed away by the 

stream, the mound is overgrown with leafy trees. 

Legenda: 

Legenda pasakoja, jog ant piliakalnio buvo baznyCia, 

kuri prasmego skradziai zem~, 0 varpq atbalsi ir dabar 

laikas nuo laiko galima girdeti gretimuose e:leruose. Taip 

pat pasakojama, kad kitados piliakalnio viduje buvusi 

skyle, i kurilb is virsaus imetus akmeni, garsiai skambedavo. 

Legend: 

Lietuvos piliaktJ!niai. Allasas. T 1. 2005 
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Miroslavo seniiinija Arfliro Balfiiino 11110/r. 

I tiikst. vid.- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis !rengtas bevardzio upelio kairiajame krante esancioje aukstesneje vietoje, miske 

prie Dirmiskiq kairno. 2001 m. tyrineta papedes gyvenviete. 

Dirmiskes mound, Miroslavas country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium -beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated, on a higher place on the left side of a nameless stream, near Dirmiskes 

village, in the forest. In 2001 a hill foot settlement was explored. 

Legenda: 

Senoveje cia gyven~s grazus krivis. Jis isimylej~s vien:'l vaidilut~, pasizadejusi:'l gyventi 

skaistybeje, ir j:'l ved~s. Tad a ant jq kritusi dievq bausme ir jie su visa sventove nugrimzd~ i kaln:'lir 

dabar ten gyvena. ISkilsi:'l kartu su sventove pasaulio pabaigoje. Zmones jq atrninimui kaln:'l 

apsodino rozemis, auganCiomis Cia iki siol. Zmones jas vadina ,piliarozemis". 

Legend: 

According to a legend, a handsome priest used 

to live there. He fell in love with a vestal virgin who 

had vowed to keep her chastity. Nevertheless, the 

priest married her. The gods punished them by 

sending the temple underground, where they still 

live. At the end of the time the priest and his wife 

will come back to the surface of the earth. People 

planted roses on the mound to commemorate the 

lovers. These roses are called "castle roses" (rose 

mallows) ... 



Obelijos piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniiinija 

I tiikst. vi d.- II tiikst. pradiia 

Piliakalnis (Zaramkalnis) irengtas Obelijos e2ero 

rytiniame krante esancios kalvos siauriniame gale, giraites 

pakrastyje. 

Obelija mound, 

Miroslavas country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium­

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound (Zaramkalnis) is situated on the northern 

side of a hill located on the eastern bank of lake Obelija, at 

the edge of a groove. 

Legenda: 

AnksCiau prie piliakalnio buvo Zererniskiq dvaras. 

Galbut todd vietiniq zmoniq piliakalnis dar vadinamas 

Zaramkalniu ... Legenda byloja, kad siame kalne prasmegusi 

Uthu'Os piliakol!liai. Atlasas. T. 1. 2005 

Artriro Bol!iti"o m10tr. 

baznycia, kurios varpq gausm::t galima isgirsti iki siol... Anksciau kalne buvusi kiauryme, i kuri::t 

[metus akmene4 aidas dar ilgai skambedav~s. Pasakojama, kad cia negalima buvo pasilikti nakCiai 

ir sekmadienio vidurdieni, nes vaidendavosi ... Piliakalnis dar vadinamas Strupakalniu ... 

Legend: 

There used to stand Zeremiskes mansion nearby the mound. That is why local people call the 

mound Zararnkalnis. The legend tells about a church which went down the earth, so we still can 

hear a toll of its bells ... There used to be a hollow leading into the depths of the mound, so the 

echo from a thrown stone used to ring for a long time. According to local people, you may not stay 

the mound at night and on Sunday noon, as the mound is haunted... The mound is also Galled 
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Zilvios piliakalnis, 

Miroslavo seniiinija 

I tiikst. vi d.- II tiikst. pradzia 

A rliiro Balliiino mtol!: 

Piliakalnis irengtas atskiroje kalvoje, Zilvios upelio kairiajame krante, PupasodZio kaime. 

Tvarkomas, irengti laiptai. 

Zilvios mound, 

Miroslavo country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium ­

beginning of the 2"" millennium 

The mound is situated on a separate hill, on 

the left bank of the stream Zilvia, in Pupasodis 

village. It is trimmed; with steps on the slope. 

Legend a: 

Piliakalnis kadaise turej~s pili. Ten gyven~s 
A r/liro Balli,-ino 1111olr. 

kunigaikstis, kuriam Dievas nebuvo skyr~s ne vieno slinaus. Bet jis augin~s dukteri, graziausiq_ 

apylinkes mergait~. Jos vardas buvo Zilvinde. Kunigaikstis reng~sis mirti, todd susisauk~s 

apylinkes krivius ir klaus~s ilL kq_ turis palikti savo ipediniu. Paklaus~ svent:q q_zuolll slamejimo, sie 

atsake, kad Zilvinde turinti isteketi uz graziausio kunigaiksCio, kuris savo lupomis dar nebuttt 

lytej ~s jokios mergaites. Taciau apylinkeje ir visoje Lietuvoje tokio nerad~ . Tada atj oj ~s svetimos 

zemes karalaitis ir siw~s savo sirdi Zilvindei, taCiau Zilvinde jo labai nekentusi. Tevas jq_ vert~s uz 

kunigaikScio teketi, bet uz jq_ uzsistoj~ kriviai. Jie sak~. kad sventi q_zuolai neseniai kitaip slamej~ 

----... , ,..., wrinti. pasiaukoti galingajam Perlriinui ir visq_ amziq jam tarnauti. 0 pilies 

gabijai. Ir Zilvinele isejo t~ dieVI.l gabijq_. TaCillU a~viltasis 

.LJJLVlllCliC~ tevq_ uzmus~s. is gabijos pavog~s Zilvinek bei visus turtus ir man~s 

(iillf.i!f!llgl·~~vje gyventi. Uzsiriistin~s Perklinas karalaiti nutrenk~s ir su pilimi bei visais turtais i 

kalnq_ nugramzdin~s, o Zilvind~ su savimi i dangl.l pasiem~s. Turt:tt daugelis idkoj~, bet niekas 

nerad~, nes karalaitis mokej~s paslepti. Kadangi negav~s miisq salies valdyti, steng~sis bent turt:q 
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niekam neduoti. Dabar kiekvien:tpavasari PerkUnas mums primena karalaites vardq, nes danguje 

brezia ugni.ni,Z" zenkl:t. 

Legend: 

In ancient times there stood a casde on the hill, where lived a duke whom the God had not 

given a single son. However, his daughter was the prettiest girl in the region. Her name was 

Zilvinele. Before his death the Duke called his priests and asked whom he should appoint as his 

heir. The priests listened to rusding of holy oaks and told him that Zilvinele should marry a most 

handsome duke who had not touched any girl with his lips. However, they did not manage to find 

such a duke throughout Lithuania. Then a prince from overseas came and offered his heart to the 

girl, but she hated him. The father tried to force Zilvinele to marry the foreign prince but the 

priests supported her. According to them, they listened to rusding of the holy oaks again and were 

told that the girl had to sacrifice herself to God PerkUnas (Thunder) and serve to him throughout 

her life, while the treasures from the cas de should be 

sacrificed to God Thunder's Temple. So Zilvinele 

went to worship God in the holy temple, but the 

forlorn prince killed Zilvinele's father, kidnapped 

the girl from the temple, seized all the treasures and 

hoped to live happily in the casde. However, God 

Thunder got furious, killed the prince with his arrow 

and sent him down the earth with the casde and all 

treasures. Then he took Zilvinele to his palace in 

heaven. Later a lot of people were looking for the 

treasures but nobody 

found them as the 

pnnce had hidden 

them so that nobody 

could find: being not 

allowed to rule our 

country, he tried to 

keep the treasures for 

himself. Now each 

spring God Thunder 

reminds us the girl's 

name by marking the 

sky with the first 

letter of her name Z. 

Artriro Balii1i11o mtolr. 



Rad.Ziiinq piliakalnis, 

Alytaus miestas 

I tiikst. vid- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis ifengtas Nemuno kairiajame krante, prie Kirrnijos upelio ziociq esancioje kalvoje, 

Vidzgirio botanikos draustinyje. Apaug~s medziais. 2002 m. atlikti piliakalnio zvalgornieji 

archeologiniai tyrimai. 

Radziunai mound, 

Alytus town 

Middle of the 1" millennium­

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated on the left bank 

of the river Nemunas, on a hill near the 

mouth of the stream Kirrnija, in Vidzgiris 

botanical reserve. Overgrown with trees. In 

2002, investigative archaeological research 

was performed. 

Galino.r Ttmtofi;inienis !lffotr. 



Legenda: 

Piliakalnis dar kitaip vadinamas ,Pilaite". 

Padavimai sako, kad piliakalni supyl~ du 

broliai kunigaiksciai apsigynimo reikalams .. . 

Manoma, kad jo virsiineje uzkurdav~ 

lauzq_ziniai perduoti ... 

Legend: 

This mound is also called pilaite (a "little 

castle"). Legends tell that tl1e mound was 

made by two brothers for the defence 

purposes ... 

It is thought that people used to light a 

fire at the top of the mound to send a 

message ... 

Arttlro Bttlfitiflo tmotr. 



Rumboniq piliakalnis, 

Alytaus seniiinija 

I tilkst. - II tflkst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis irengtas Nemuno kairiajame, o 

Pilupio desiniajame krante esanCios aukstumos 

kysulyje, Rumboniq kairne. Siaurinis slaitas apaugc:;s 

kriimais, vakaruose irengti laiptai. 1969 m. tyrineta 

Rumboniqpiliakalnio gyvenviete. 

Rurnbonys mound, 

Alytus country district 

The 1" millennium-

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated on the horn located on 

left bank of the Nemunas and the right bank of the 

1908m. / lietuvos piliakolniai. Atlasas. T 1. Vilnius. 2005 

Pilupis, in Rumbonys village. The northern slope is overgrown with bushes, and steps are built on 

the western slope. Rumbonys mound settlement was explored in 1969. 



Legenda: 

Anot padavimq, Rumbonit.t vardas esq_ kil~s nuo 

senoveje siame piliakalnyje stovejusiq puikit.t karaliq 

riimt.t su aukstu bokstu, arba bone. Todd ir si vieta 

buvusi pavadinta Rumbonimis ... 

Padavimai pasakoja, kad is Rumboniqpiliakalnio 

Punios piliakalni kitame Nemuno krante vede 

pozeminis urvas ... Piliakalnyje sako esq_s palaidotas 

galingas Dainavos salies karo vadas ... D ar pasakoja, 

kad senoveje, kai zmones dievams ugni kiireno, 

Rumbonit.t kalne stovejusi Perkiino baznyCia. V diau, 

ivedus Lietuvoje krikSCionyb~, toji baznycia buvo 

uzkeikta ir skradziai zem~ prasmego. Seniau kalne 

buvusi duo be su kiauryme, kurion metus akmeni jis 

ilgai riededav~s, kol atsimusdav~s i varpq_ ... 

Legend: 

According to legends, name Rumbonys comes 

from the beautiful palace with a tall tower (bone) 

which used to stand on the mound. That's why this 

place is called Rumbonys. 

The legends also tell that there was an 

underground cave from Rumbonys mound to Punia 

mound on the other bank of the river Nemunas. 

They say, a powerful war commander of the Dainava 

country is buried on the mound ... They say that in 

ancient times, when people used to burn holy fires to 

their gods, there stood God Perkiinas (Thunder) 

temple on the mound. Later on, after introduction of Christianity in Ll'J.l'"!-"-'P. 

cursed and went down the earth. There used to be a big hole with a 

thrown into the hole would travel a long way down and hit the bell of 
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Margaravos piliakalnis, 

Alytaus seniiinija 

I tiikst. vid. - II tiikst. pradiia 

Piliakalnis yra Nemuno kairiajame krante, 

aukstumos kysulyje prie Dubeneles ziociq. IS 

pietryciq ir pietq_ ji juosia D ubenele, is vakarq­

Nemuno slenis. Aikstele beveik visa nuplauta 

D ubeneles. Apaug~s medziais ir kriimais. 

Margarava mound, 

Alytus country district 

Middle of the 1" millennium ­

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated on a horn of a hill on 

the left bank of the river Nemunas, near d1e 

mouth of the stream D ubenele. The mound is 

surrounded by the Dubenele from the Southeast 

and South, while the Nemunas valley is on the 

West. The grounds are almost entirely washed 

away by the Dubenele. Overgrown with trees 

and bushes. 

XX a. 1 pusi. Balio Bura!o 11110/r. 

lf VyntutJiosios arcbeologinir ktJ111isfjos /Jied!{iagos 

A rt1iro Btllfiriflo 1mol!: 

A rt1iro Balliiino nuol!: 



Legenda: 

Zmones pasakoja, jog kunigaikstis Margiris gyveno ne Punioje, bet Margaravoje, kur buvusi 

sumillyta pilis ant dabartinio piliakalnio. Sako, buvc:; pozeminiai urvai, jungiantys Punios pili su 

Margaravos Raudonkalniu. U rvai tc:;sc:;si palei N emunqj Punios rniskq, o is ten po N emunu i Puniq_. 

Tie pozerniai tebesq_ir dabar. Kada viena pilis neistengdavo atsispirti prieS kryziuoCius, tais urvais 

gynejai slaptai pereidavc:; i kitq_ pili. Padavimas pasakoja, jog kuomet tvirtove buvo apgulta 

kryziuoCiq, Margiris, negaledamas jq sulaikyti, su kariuomene slapta perejo i Puniq_ ... 

Legend: 

People tell that duke Margiris used to live not in Punia but in Margarava on the present 

mound, where stood a big stone castle. They say underground caves connected Punia castle with 

Margarava Raudonkalnis (Red hill). The caves went 

along the river emunas to Punia forest, and then, 

under the river, to Punia on the other bank of the 

river. Old people believe these underground caves still 

exist. When one castle could not resist the crusaders, 

the defenders secretly transferred to another castle 

by the caves. According to a legend, once, when the 

fortress was surrounded by the crusaders, failing to 

stop them, duke Margiris secretly went to Punia 

together with his army ... 
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Poteroniq piliakalnis, 

Aloves seniiinija 

I tiikst.- II tiikst. pradzia 

Piliakalnis jrengtas Aloves upelio ddiniojo 

kranto kysulyje, Poteroniq kairne. Dirvonuoja. 

Poteronys mound, 

Alove country district 

The 1" millennium-

beginning of the 2"d millennium 

The mound is situated on a horn, on the 

right bank of the stream Alove, in Poteronys 

village. Waste. 

19681/J. Algirdo Kltbiliaus 111101!: 

If DruskininieJ£ miesto muzidnus n'nkiniJ{ 



Legenda: 

Piliakalnis senoveje turej~s pili, kurios kunigaikstis perej~s i priesq pus~. Jo slinus susauk~s 

burtininkus ir prakeik~s savo tev~. Taciau jis nezinoj~s, kad tevas atgailaudamas grizta atgal. 

Senolio dukte, pamaCiusi begriztanti tevq, parodziusi ji savo broliui, kuris, pykdamas, kad 

nepavyko uzkeikti tevo, nuzud~s burtininkus ir krivius. Dievai pili su slinumi nugramzdin~ i kalnq, 

tevas isej~s kovoti su prie5ais ir zuv~s, o mergaite, kurios vardas buv~s Ge2ule, ilgai meldusis. Nuo 

jos maldq (poteriq) ir si vi eta gavusi Poteroniq vard~ ... 

Kalbama, kad piliakalnyje vaidendavosi. Vidurnakti piliakalnio virslineje pasirodydavo baltais 

drabuziais vilkinti vaidilute, kasas issipynusi, su ri.itq vainikeliu ant galvos. Ji ki.irendavo ugni, 

verkdavo ir aimanuodavo ligi gaidziams pragystant, veliau pranykdavo ... 

Legend: 

In ancient times, there stood a castle on this mound. The duke who lived in the castle went 

over to the enemy. His son called wizards and cursed his father. However, he did not know that his 

father was already coming home regretting of his deal. The old man's daughter saw her father and 

showed him to her brother. But he got furious that he had 

not succeeded to curse his father, and killed his wizards and 

priests. Therefore, gods punished the son and sent him 

together with the castle down the earth. The old duke went 

to fight the enemies and was killed in the battle. His 

daughter Ge2ule prayed for him for a long time. That is 

why the place was called Poteronys (place of prayer) ... 

People say that the mound used to be haunted. At 

midnight a vestal virgin dressed in white would appear on 

the mound, her hair loose, and a rue garland on her head. 

She would light a fire, cry and moan till the first roosters 
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Alytaus piliakalnis jrengtas ant natiiralaus 

kalno Nemuno upes de8iniajame krante, kur 

Alytupis, apjuos~s piliakalni, iteka i Nemun:ot. 

1985 - 1986 m. tyrineta VII - XII a. 

piliakalnio papedes gyvenviete. 2002 m. 

piliakalnis sutvarkytas. 

Alytus mound, Alytus town 

Middle of the 

1" millennium - 14'hcent. 

Alytus mound is situated on the natural 

hill, on the right bank of the river Nemunas, 

where Alytupis, having surrounded the 

mound, falls into the Nemunas. 1985-1986 a 

hill-base settlement of 7'11 
- 12 th centuries 

was researched, the mound was trimmed in 

2002. 

Legenda: 

Pasak legendos, ant piliakalnio stovejusi 

medine pills. Ji priklause siq vieut bajorui 

Raimoniui. Jo neispasakyto grozio dukra 

Mirgrausde ir kunigaikSCio Smukninio siinus 

1964m. Algirdo I<.JtbiliaHs mtofl: l fDmskiuinkttlllieslo 111uziejn11s rinkinitt 



Alyta karii tai parnil~ vienas kitq, taciau Mirgrauselei buvo skirta vaidilutes dalia. Kart~ pili uzpuole 

kryziuociai ir zuvo visi Raimonio kariai. Taciau Alyta lik~s gyvas, prasiver2~s is kryziuociq 

apsupimo, nujoj ~s i Gabijos kalneli, kur Mirgrausele kursCiusi svent~j~ ugni, ir j ~ paslep~s, o pats 

griz~s i kov~. Nors ir narsiai kovesi Alyta, bet ir jis zuvo. Mirgrausele, suzinojusi apie Alytos mirti, 

taip graudziai verkusi, kad jos asaros upeliu pradejusios teketi i Nemun~. Upelis zyniq buvo 

pavadintas Alytupiu, Gabijos kalnelis Mirgrauseles piliakalniu, o nuo Alytos vardo pavadinim~ 

gav~s Alytaus miestas. Ir siandien i Nemun~ teka Mirgrauseles asarq upelis, o seni zmones sako, 

kad is to upelio atsiger~s nemylintis isimyli, o mylintis parnilsta dar tvirciau .. . 

Legend: 

According to the legend, a wooden castle stood 

on the mound. There lived a nobleman Raimonis. 

His daughter Mirgrausele o f divine beauty fell in 

love with warrior Alita, a son of duke Smugninis, but 

the girl was destined to become a vestal virgin and 

take care of the holy fire on the Altar hill. Once, the 

castle was attacked by the crusaders. All warriors of 

Raimonis were killed in the battle. However, Alita 

remained alive. He managed to escape from the 

enemy's envelopment and rode to the Altar hill where 

Mirgrausele was burning a holy fire. The warrior took .... 

his beloved to safety and went back to the battle field . l 

Even though Alita was a brave warrior, he was alone 

against lots o f enemies, and eventually he was killed 

in the battle. When Mirgrausele learnt that her 

beloved Alita was dead, she cried and cried so bitterly 

that her tears ran like a stream to the river Nemunas. 

The priests called the stream Alytupis ( iver of Alita), 

........ 
~. o;:..... ........ 

} . 

the Altar hill where Mirgrausele was burning a holy fire, was called Mirgrausele's mound, and the 

warrior Alita gave his name to Al~ town. The stream of Mirgrasele's tears still flows into the 

river Nemunas. O ld people tell that those F ho drink from the stream fall in love, and those who 

already are in love, start-loving eve~ stronger. 



A rltiro Bal!iiillo t1110ir. 

Punios seniunija 

XIV a. pabaiga- XV a. pradzia 

Garsiausias Alytaus kraste Punios piliakalnis stiikso Nemuno ir Puneles santakoje. Tai vienas 

didziausitt piliakalnitt Lietuvoje. Beveik visas istyrinetas. Piliakalnio vietoje buvo gyvenama jau 

akmens amziuje, gyvenviete Cia buvo ir I tiikst. pr. Kr. Zinoma, kad XIV a. pab. - XV a. pr. cia 

stovejo 1387 ir 1414 m. rasytiniuose saltiniuose minima medine Punios pilis, o XV - XVIII a. ­

dvaro rumai. Slaitai apaug~ krlimais, aikstele priziurirna. 

Punia mound, 

P~a country district 

End of 14th cent.- beginning of the 15'h cent. 

The most famous mound in Alytus region, Punia mound, stands on the confluence of the 

Nemunas and the Punele. It is one of the biggest mounds in Lithuania. Punia mound is almost 

entirely explored. The place of the mound was inhabited in the Stone Age, there was a settlement 

at the beginning of the 1st millennium BC. At the end of 14'h cent.- beginning of the 15'h cent. 

there stood a wooden Punia castle, which is mentioned in the written sources in 1387 and 1414, 

while there was a mansion was in the 15"' - 1 t' cent. The slopes are overgrown with bushes, and 

the grounds are looked after. 



Legenda: 

Senoveje Punioje gyveno garsus kunigaikstis Margis su savo zmona Morta. Jis turejo labai 

grazi::t dukteri, kuri savo kieme buvo pamilusi jai nelygq bernaiti K~stuti ir norejusi su juo tuoktis, 

bet tevai priesinosi. Tuomet ji, nepaklusdama tevq valiai, nutarusi pabegti per Nemun::t. Tevas, 

pamat~s beganci::t dukteri, is lanko paleid~s i j::t vilyci::tir mirtinai suzeid~s, o jos numylet::tji nukov~s. 

Abu jie isvirto is laivelio ir paskendo Nemuno bangose. Po to tevas sakydav~s, kad ateis laikas ir jo 

dukte is Nemuno dugno iskilsianti. Zmones kalba, kad ir dabar kunigaikstyte nakties metu dar 

kartais pasirodanti. Syki nakti vaziav~s zmogus prie Nemuno ties Margio kalnu pamate ant kranto 

stovinci::t kunigaikstyt~, kuri jam tarusi: ,Pulsiu i Nemun::t" ir ji vis::t vandeniu aptaskiusi. Sis 

zmogus taip issigand~s, kad VOS gyvas parbeg~s namo ... 

Kiti pasakoja, kad seniau ant Mar­

gio kalno buvusi skyle, i kuri::t piemenys 

mesdav~ kepur~, bet kazkokia jega j::t is 

ten atgal ismesdavusi. Kartais is tos 

skyles pasigirsdav~s g\ azus moteriskas 

balsas, dainuoj::ts koki::t tai labai grazi::t 

dain::t. Tuomet dqsiausieji erne kastis 

noredarni paziiireti, kas ten yra. Prikase 

duris ir jas atsidar~ pamate, kad prie 

stalo, apstatyto zvakernis, sedi skaisti 

kunigaiks tyte .. . 

Legend: 

In ancient times a renowned duke 
A rltiro Baltiiino mtotr. 

Margis lived in Punia with his wife Morta. He had a very beautiful daughter who fell in love with a 

simple young man K~stutis and wanted to marry him. However, her parents were against this 

unequal marriage. Then she disobeyed her parents' will and ran away with her beloved. They were 

crossing the river in a boat when the duke saw his eloping daughter, shot an arrow from his bow 

and killed Kestutis. However, his daughter was lethally wounded. They both fell into the river 

Nemunas and drowned. After that the father used to say that the time would come when his 

daughter and her beloved would come back from the river. People say that sometimes at night the 

young princess emerges from the river. Once, a man was passing the place at night. He saw the 

princess standing on the mound. She said: "I am jumping into the Nemunas", and did so splashing 

him with water. The man got so frightened that he hardly managed to reach his home alive ... 

85 



Other people say there used to be a hole at the 

top of the mound. Shepherds would try to throw 

their caps into the hole but some power would 

throw them back. Sometimes they could hear a 

soft woman's voice singing a beautiful song. Once 

the bravest decided to see who was singing there. 

They started digging into the mound. After some 

time they came up to a door and opened it. There 

they saw a most beautiful princess sitting at the 

tablewithalotof candlesonit ... 

XX a. Tpusd. If Valstybinf.s archeologini.r komisjjos medf!agos 



Nemunaicio piliakalnis, 

N emunaicio seniiinija 

XIV a. 

Piliakalnis !rengtas Nemuno desiniojo kranto 

aukstumoje, i siaures rytus nuo NemunaiCio 

miestelio, miske. Ji beveik vis~ nuplove Nemunas, 

isliko tik pietrytinis krastas. Ant piliakalnio stovejo 

NemunaiCio pilis, minima 1384 ir 1387 m. 

N emunaitis m ound, 

N emunaitis country district 

The 14th cent. 

The mound is situated on a hill on the right bank 

of the Nemunas, Northeast from Nemunaitis 

settlement, in the forest. It has been almost entirely 

washed away by the Nemunas, and only the Southeast 

edge remained. Nemunaitis castle, mentioned in 

written sources in 1384 and 1387, stood on the 

mound. 

Aprasymas: 

1385 m. ziemos kelias i Salcininkq apylinkes .. . 

... nuo Kirsnos iki Nemunaicio pilies, esancios 

anapus Nemuno, 4 mylios, tame tarpe keliose vietose 

keli~reikes prasivalyti; nuo N emunaicio iki upes, kuri 

IP lli'ejtko DoposiJikiwonioopilkrJ/nioch/ 1/i'is/a. TW.1889 

vadinama Naude, 2 mylios atviro kelio, pastovis geras iki Perlojos ... 

D escription: 

In 1385 a winter road to Salcininkai region .. . 

... from Kirsna till Nemunaitis castle on the other bank of the river Nemunas, 4 miles away. In 

this interval the road from Nemunaitis till the river, called Naude, will have to be cleared, then 2 

miles of an open road, and the situation is good till Perloja ... 
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