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ISVADOS 

1. Galima isskirti penkis Zvyniniq sarvq ploks­
teli\! potipius, tris - pagal kniedziq skaiciq (turin­
cias po 1, 2 ir 3 kniedes). Atskiriems potipiams 
priskiriami Zvyneliai su sagtelemis bei ornamen­
tuoti. 

2. PlokSteles su 2 kniedemis yra dviejq variantq -
kniedes isdestytos horizontaliai bei vertikaliai. 

3. Ploksteliq su 3 kniedemis pagal kniedziq is­
sidestymq isskirti trys variantai - "A", "L" ir "L" 
atspindzio. 

4. Vienas is populiariausiq sarvq tipq XIV a. 
pabaigoje - XV a. pradzioje Vilniaus piliq terito­
rijoje buvo Zvyniniai. Dideli jq kieki galima sieti 
su siuo laikotarpiu vykusiomis Vilniaus piliq ap­
gultimis ir del to padidejusiu igulos skaiCiumi. 

5. Kai kurios sarvq ploksteles turi tiesioginiq 
analogI.! Rytq slavq zemese. 

6. Kai kurie Zvyniniq sarvq potipiai, aptikti Vil­
niuje, remiantis ikonografijos duomenimis, gale­
jo buti zinomi ir Vakarq Europoje. 

7. Ornamentuotq ir paauksuotq ploksteliq eg­
zistavimas rodo, kad sis sarvq tip as buvo naudo­
jamas ne tik eiliniq kariq, bet galejo buti devimas 
ir kilmingq bei itin turtingq zmoniq. 
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SANTRUMPOS 

LIIR - Lietuvos istorijos instituto Rankrastynas 
v 

VZP - Vilniaus zemutine pilis 

SCALE OUR PLATES ON THE GROUNDS OF THE CASTLES IN VILNIUS 

Paulius Bugys 

Summary 

Three different types of armour with small plates can 
be distinguished in the archaeological material from 
the grounds of the castles in Vilnius. This article 
discusses one of them, scale armour. This type of 
armour consists of small plates arranged on the scale 
(or roof tile) principle and riveted and/or sewn to a 
textile or leather base. Usually the scales have a 
rectangular or flat roof tile shape that is rounded at 
the bottom. The 'roof tile' method of attaching these 
small plates did not change to the end of the use of 
scale armour. The armour plates were attached 
differently at various times in different regions. The 
shape of the plates also differed somewhat. Usually 
the earliest scales were sewn to the base material. 
Somewhat later the scales began to be riveted and then 
a sewn and riveted method appeared for fastening these 
scales. The scales discovered in Vilnius were attached 
using this last method. 

During the period in question, scale armour is known 
in both the lands of the Eastern Slavs, where they have 
also been recorded archaeologically, and in Western 
Europe, where they are known only from iconography. 
Therefore it is possible to compare them archaeologically 
only with plates discovered to the east of Lithuania. 

In excavating the grounds of the castles in Vilnius, 
besides 10 isolated scale armour plates, a set of 28 scales 
was also discovered. Thus, the total number of scale plates 
found at the castles in Vilnius is exceeded only by the 
number of such plates discovered archaeologically in 
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Veliky Novgorod and Pskov. Nevertheless, some plates 
from Vilnius are unique and have no analogy, thus adding 
new subtypes to the scale armour type. Plates with three 
rivets, those with small buckles, and decorated, gilded 
plates, which attest to the popularity of such armour 
among persons of noble birth, can be called exceptional. 
In all, five different subtypes and five variants can be 
distinguished among investigated armour plates. 

In Vilnius Lower Castle, this armour type should 
be dated to the late 14th - first half of the 15th century. 
It is possible to explain the large concentration of scale 
armour plates during the period in question due to the 
intense military conflict in Vilnius at that time. 

Translated by A. Bakanauskas 
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