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earlier constructions at the 8th to 10th cent. AD. 
The excavated area is too small for a reconstruc
tion of a ground plan. A lot of pottery sherds, a 
byzantine silvercoin, a ring brooch (Fig. 9), a bead 
made of jet and several other objects tell us about 
an intensive settlement activity in this area. They all 
belong to the later phase of the 11th/12th cent. AD. 

Several stray finds of weights and silver coins 
in the immediate neighbourhood confirm the sus
picion that the settlement of Wiskiauten, whose 
economical power surely stems from the rich am
ber deposits of the region, could have been a trad
ing point of supra-regional importance in the Vi
king Age. 

All things considered the excavation results in
dicate that there must have been a settlement that 
moved with time. Maybe it already began in the 
period of the 6th to 8th cent. AD near the banks of 
the little river in the north or the east. Whereas the 
time span of the 9th and 10th cent. AD only is 
proven by some single C14-dates, the time of the 
11th and 12th cent. AD is well documented with 
the traces of well and the post houses. So far it can 
be pointed out, that the majority of finds belongs 
to the Prussian Culture, whereas typical Scandina
vian settlement finds are still missing. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The investigation of the settlement structures 
around the cemetery of Wiskiauten/Mohovoe just 
started and will be continued in the next years. 
Nevertheless, the results up to now promise some 
very interesting conclusions, suggesting that the 
whole place will probably be seen in a new light in 
near future. Already now a new theory is shaping 
in the investigators heads. The settlement was 
widespread, probably beginning at different places 
and much earlier than estimated before. The lo
cal Prussians had already inhabited the settlement 
chamber and established an infrastructural sys
tem, which was probably used by the Scandina-
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vian settlers between the 9th and 11th cent. AD 
as well. Still the cemetery proves the Scandina· 
vian presence very clearly. They most likely took 
part in the settlement, mainly ran by the Prussians. 
For about 150 or 200 years Wiskiauten was inte· 
grated into a bigger trading network around the 
Baltic. Otherwise the rich graveyard can not be 
explained. After the Scandinavians left the seen· 
ery, a settlement continued and was still function· 
ing as a trading knot, maybe on a smaller scale, 
until the Teutonic Order conquered the land of 
the Prussians in the 13th cent. AD. 
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ANKS JI) VIDU ZII) GYVENVIETES PAIESKOS VISKIAUTUOSE/ 
MOHOVOJE, INING SRITYJE 

Timo Ibsen, Johannes Frenzel 

Santrauka 

Straipsnyje aptariami naujq tyrinejimq buy. 
Rytpriisi4 zemeje, vikingq periodo Viskiautq 
(dabar - Mochovoje, Rusija, Kaliningrado sr.) 
archeologineje vietoveje rezultatai. Tyrimai atlikti 
gerai zinomo Viskiautq pilkapyno aplinkoje. 
Pilkapynq, kuris tyrinejamas nuo 1865 metq, 
sudaro apie 500 sampilq, datuojamq IX-XI a. 
Pilkapiuose daugiausia aptikta kremacijq su 
skandinaviskos kilmes radiniais. Manoma, jog 
tai - priis4 zemese 850-1050 m. isikurusiq 
skandinavq palikinlas. 

Nors paminklas ilgq laikq tyrinetas, vienalaikes 
skandinavq gyvenvietes paieskos buvo ne itin 
rezultatyvios. Pastaruoju metu jos paieskoms 
pasitelkti geofizikiniai metodai. ISzvalgyta 
mazdaug 150 ha teritorija pilkapyno aplinkoje. 
UZfiksuota keli tukstanCiai anomalijq, 200 is jq 
buvo patikrinta gryziniais, didele dalis datuota 
C14. Daryta prielaida, kad dauguma objektq gali 
biiti siejami su VI-XIII a. zmoniq veikla gyven-

vieteje. IStirta 20 perkasq, kuriq radiniai - kera
mika, gyvuliq kaulai, metaliniai dirbiniai patvirtino 
siq prielaidq. Tai ankstyvqjq viduramziq prusisko
sios kulturos palikimas. IX-XI a. skandinavai 
greiCiausiai gyveny kartu su vietiniais gyvenvieteje, 
kuri buvo ikurta jau velyvuoju migracijq periodu 
ir gyvavo iki Vokieciq ordino isivedimo XIII a. 
viduryje. 

ILIUSTRACIJlJ S 

1 pay. Ankstyvosios miesto tipo gyvenvietes 
VIII-XI a. Baltijos juros regione (pgl. Miiller
Wille, 2002, fig. 1, su autoriq papildymais). 

2 pay. Viskiautq pilkapyno situacinis planas 
(Von zur Miihlen, 1975, tab. 2). 

3 pay. Geomagnetiskai Zvalgyti plotai Viskiau
tq pilkapyno aplinkoje. J Frenzel planas. 

4 pay. Viskiautq pilkapyno aplinkoje atliktq 
zvalgomqjq archeologiniq tyrimq vietq 1-20 
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situacijos aerofotonuotrauka. B. Kisakurek nuotr. 
5 pay. VI-VIII a. atliekq duobe perkasoje 9. 

T. Ibsen nuotr. 
6 pay. Perkasoje 8 aptiktas VII-VIII a. datuo

jamas objektas su akmenimis dugne. T. Ibsen nuotr. 
v 

7 pay. Zalvarinis karolis is Viskiautq (kairiame 
kampe virsuje (T. Ibsen nuotr.); pIg. zqslai, puosti 

Dr. Timo Ibsen 
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tokios paCios formos zalvariniais karoliais, is kapo 
497 (Ire, Gotlande) (pgl. Thunmark-Nylen, 1995, 
fig. 193). 

v 

8 pay. Sulinys perkasoje 2 (iskastas iki 4,5 ill 

gylio). T. Ibsen nuotr. 
9 pay. XI-XII a. priisiska ziedine sege is 

perkasos 4. T. Ibsen nuotr. 
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