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Catholic and Orthodox churches were built 

alongside (usually inside) the defensive lines on 

the peripheries of the fortified districts. The 
Franciscan monastery and church (in the western 
part of Vilnius), the Church ofSts. John, and mid-

14th-century(?) Holy Trinity Orthodox Monastery 
that were built in the late 14th - first half of the 

15th centuries, were probably suitable for defence. 

The last was created on an easily defended hill. 
In the 14th - early 15th century, other fortified 

hills, some of which are conditionally called hill 
forts, also existed in Vilnius and in its immediate 

vicinity: the hill beside Tauro Street, so-called St. 

George's hill, the hills in the historical Popine 
(Polish: Popowszczyzna) suburb, and the so-called 

Hill of Our Saviour (Latin: Mons Salvatoris). The 
fortified hills - outposts also maintained their 

strategic importance in later times. It is likely that 

fortifications existed in the vicini ty of the Churches 
of St. Stephen and of Sts. James and Philip. The 

fortified sites in Vilnius Old Town were joined 
together with ramparts and ditches in the second 

half -late 14th century in order to form unified 

fortifications. A significant part of the present 
territory of the Old Town was surrounded in the 
second half -late 14th century by defensive lines 

that consisted of ramparts, which usually had 

ditches or water obstacles that functioned as 

moats. These fortifications had gates and probably 
also defensive towers. They also incorporated 
masonry buildings. The ramparts consisted of 

wooden log constructions filled with soil taken 
from the ditches which were dug outside the 

ramparts. On the basis of archaeological research, 

it was established that the ditches were - 2 m deep 
and 5-9 m wide. The clay and boulders were in 
part used in constructing these ramparts. The least 

information exists on the defensive fortifications 
in the eastern part of Vilnius during the period 

under discussion. 

The defensive fortifications in the territory of 
present-day Vilnius Old Town and its historical 
suburbs were intended not only for the defence 

of the city (in the broad sense) but also of the 
approaches to the castles in Vilnius. The old 

defensive system consisted in places of fortifi

cations as well as buildings and structures that 
were suitable for defence. These had been erected 
by the first half of the seventeenth century. 

Translated 
by Ramune Butrimaite 
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Fig. 1. The gate construction of the ramparts 

and defensive wall (Bogdanowski, 1996, fig. 30). 

Fig. 2. Types of rampart designs by Bogda
nowski (1996, fig. 26): A - a rampart fortified with 

rope constructions; B - a rampart fortified with 
sharp poles; C - a cross-cover log rampart; D - a 
log 'box' rampart with filled or empty cavities; E -
a mixed construction rampart with stones and 

timber. 
Fig. 3. Diagram of a wooden defensive wall 

(Bogdanowski, 1996, 539). 
Fig. 4. The firing platform and loopholes in 

the early defensive wall (Bogdanowski, 1996,523). 
Fig. 5. The remains of wooden rampart 

constructions found during excavations on 

Kosciuskos Street. View from the E (plan by 
Girlevicius after Vaicekauskas A. , 199M, brei. 

Nr. 29 (author R. LiutkeviCius). 
Fig. 6A. The plan of the excavations and the 

shape of the reconstructed defensive ditch at the 

suspected site of the defensive wall at Gaono St. 

8 (plan by L. GirleviCius). 
Fig. 6B. The suspected remains, found during 

the excavations at Gaono St. 8, of the NE part of 

the 'German city's' wooden defensive wall or ram
part. View from the NE (photo by L. GirleviCius). 

Fig. 6C. The set of defensive ditch seen on the 
natural sand layer during excavations in Gaono 

Street 8. View from the north-east (photo by 
L. GirleviCius). 

Fig. 7. General view of the excavation with the 
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visible shape of the defensive ditch in the natural 

sand layer at St. Ignoto St. 6 (photo by L. GirleviCius). 
Fig. 8A. The NW part of the defensive ditch 

in relation to the cultural layers found during the 

excavations at Trakq St. 2/24. View from the W 
(photo by L. GirleviCius). 

Fig. 8B. Traces of the wooden rampart 
constructions, the remains of the city's defensive 

wall, and the remains of a masonry pillar 
(sixteenth century), which are visible in the 

natural sand layer and were found during the 

excavations at Trakq St. 2/24. View from the S 
(photo by L. GirleviCius). 

Fig. 9. Traces of the wooden rampart construc
tions and the contour of a rubbish pit found during 

the excavations at Klaipedos St. 7 A. View from 
the N (photo by A. Zalepugiene). 

Fig. 10. The suspected remains of a defensive 
installation (a rampart or traces of a wooden 

defensive wall) and the outlines of rubbish pits 
v 

found during excavations in Sv. Ignoto Street 9 
(plan by R. Zukovskis). 

Fig. llA. Plan of the excavation (area no. 9) 

at the Presidential Palace (the filled defensive 
ditch, the remains of sixteenth-century wooden 

buildings, traces of wooden rampart constructions, 
and unidentified ditches (plan by V Vainilaitis). 

Fig. 11B. The N profile of the excavation (area 
no. 9) at the Presidential Palace (on the left -
defensive ditch fill, on the right - the level ground 

surface) (plan by V Vainilaitis). 
Fig. 12A. Plan of the Bernadine Nunnery and 

the rampart remains (plan by L. GirleviCius). 
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Fig. 12B. Plan of the rampart remains found 

during the 2007 excavation at the Bernadine 
Nunnery (plan by L.GirleviCius). 

Fig. 12C. General view of the rampart found 

during the 2007 excavations at the Bernadine 
Nunnery. View from the W (photo by T. Poska). 

Fig. 13. The remains of the rampart and ditch 
in the E profile during the excavations on 

Strazdelio Street (plan by L. GirleviCius). 
Fig. 14. Hypothetical scheme of the fortifica

tions in Vilnius during the late 14th - early 15th 
century: 

I - fortified sites; II - defensive lines; III -

masonry buildings (14th - beginning of 15th 

century); IV - ecclesiastical buildings (14th -

beginning of 15th century); V - mills; VI -
important routes (streets); VII - water; VIII -

cemeteries (14th - beginning of 15th century). 
1. The castles fortifications; 2. "Curved" castle 

(till 1390); 3. The fortified part ofthe "Ruthenian" 
('Russian') settlement; 4. The fortified part of the 

'German'settlement; 5. The fortified habitat area 
in Sereikiskes; 6. The fortified habitat area 

v 

between Sv. Ignoto and Totoriq Streets; 7. The 
fortified habitat area on "Golden" hill; 8. The 

fortified habitat area between Kedainiq and Trak4 
Streets; 9. The fortified habitat area between 

v 

Boksto, Sv. Kazimiero, and Augustijonq streets; 

10. The fortified settlement at the later Radvila 
estate; 11. The fortifications on St. George's hill; 

12. The fortifications at the later site of the 
Basilian monastery; 13. The suspected hill-fort site 
(the Hill of Our Saviour). 
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