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Tarp Lietuvos archeology habil. dr. Vytautas Urbana-
viCius 18siskiria darbStumu, ramiu budu, taktisSkumu 1r pa-
sitikéjimu. Sie Zmogaus bruozai paperka kiekviena su Juo
bendraujant). | moksline ir visuomenine veikla jubiliatas
Isitraukia ne dél kokiy nors 18skaic¢iavimy, bet del gilia
suprantamos parei1gos, kuri néra jam tusti plepalai, bet sun-
kus 1r daug laiko reikalaujantis darbas.

| Lietuvos archeology bur V. Urbanavicius jsiliejo pa-
lengva nustebindamas mus kokiu nors svarbiu musy kras-
tur athktu darbu. Yra tarp zmoniy, bet labai retai, tokiy
asmenybiy, kuriems labai tinka haudies posakis: ¢i1a zo-
dis — ¢1a 1r darbas. Kad 1ir kokio V. Urbanavicius darbo
imtysi — viska padarys. Dirbo Istorijos ir etnografijos mu-
ziejuje restauratoriumi... jo rankose pabuvoje ekspona-
tal — tars1 nauj1 meno kuariniai. Mokeési Maskvoje,
Etnografijos institute, Plastinés rekonstrukcijos labora-

tor1joje pas prof. M. Gerasimova ... — prieS mus K. Do-

nelai¢io, T. Ruighio, Barboros Radvilaités, daugybé
prieSistorés laikotarpio zmoniy skulptariniy portrety,
identifikuota daugelio 1storiiy latky kultaros ir politi-
kos veikejy (tarp juy Estijos prezidento K. Pats) palaikan.

Paéme | rankas kino kamera... — per Simta sukurty filmu,

kuriuose prakalbinta prieSistore, kulttiros, mokslo ir me-
no zmones 1Skyla 1§ savo laikotarpio 1r pries mus 1Skyla
gyvo)l dokumentika. Paéme | rankas kastuva... —1r pries
mus XIV-XVII a. Lietuvos kaimo 1r kunigaikstijos kul-
tura, didziulé kramologine kolekcna Vilniaus universi-
teto Medicinos fakultete. Siai brangiausiai §irdZiai sri¢iai
jubiliatas skiria daugiausia energijos 1r laiko.
Archeologija jubiliatg lydi nuo studijy laiky. V. Urba-

naviCius savo moksliniy tyrimy 18eities tasku pasirinko pa-

gonybe, | kuria gilinost ne tik archeologiniy tyrimy
duomeny lygmeniu, bet 1r 1storiniy bei etnologiniy salti-

niy studijomis. PagoniSkujy studijy 18eities taSku jubihia-
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tas pasirinko laidojimo paprociy tyrinéjimus. Siekdamas
kuo daugiau apie juos suzinoti, mokslininkas émesi inten-
syvaus XIII-XV a. kapinyny tyrinéjimo. Sio laikotarpio
kapinynu tyrimai buvo pasirinkti neatsitiktinai, nes jau ty-

rinejimy pradzioje zinota, kad tuo metu keitési ideologija,

vl1to krikS¢ionybe. Kokia pagonybe buvo kriksto 1Svaka-

¢se 1r kokia po kriksSto, yra pagrindinis mokslininko dar-

bo tikslas. Nagrinedamas $13 moksling problema
archeologas tyrinéjo kaimo bendruomeniy paliktus kapi-

nynus (Geluvoje, Obeliuose, Rumsiskeése, Ruseiniuose,

Slapgiryje, JakstaiCiuose—Meskiuose, Grauziuose 1r kt.),
Sventoves, alkakalnius, kulto vietas. Sie tyrimai tapo dak-
taro disertacijos ,,Materialiné ir dvasine XIV-XVII a. Lie-

L.

tuvos kaimo gyventojy kultara™ pagrindu. Tolesniy

archeologiniy tyrimy metu V. UrbanaviCius nustate, kad
mirusiyjy deginimas Lietuvoje buvo praktikuojamas 1ki

X1V a. pabaigos, taciau j1s nebuvo visuotinis ir nevieno-

dar paphites. Labail jJdomi1 mokslininko 18kelta hipoteze apie
laidosena vandenyje, ja patvirtina XIII-XV a. Obeliy ka-
pINyno tyringjimar.

Daug naujy 1dejy ir didziule fakting medziaga apie
laidosenos paprocius po krik§¢ionybés jvedimo moksli-
ninkas sukaupe tyrinedamas XV-XVII a. kapinynus
Rumsiskeése, Ruseiniuose, LiepinisSkése ir kt. V. Urbana-
vicius jrode, kad mirusiyjuy deginimo paprotys gyvavo
k1 XV a., o tkapiy déjimas | mirusiyjy kapus — 1k1 XVI
X VII a. ribos. Sie tyrimuy rezultatai iki $iol jaunesniu ko-
legy yra pripazistami, o archeologiniar duomenys
patikslino lietuviy pagonybés raidag nuo XIII 1k1 XV
XVII a. rnbos. Pagonybeés raidos bruozai atsispindi moks-
lininko habilitaciniame darbe ,,Lietuviy pagonybe 1r jos
reliktar XIII-XVI a.”

V. Urbanavicius yra labai kantrus 1ir ramus, kai 13 biu-

rokraty ar kolegu susilaukia kartais nepelnytu priekaisty
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Among archaeologists of Lithuania, Habil.Dr. Vytautas
UrbanavicCius 1s notable for diligence, calm temper, dis-
cretion and self-confidence. These human traits attract
every person who comes into contact with him. The Cele-
brant 1s engaged 1n the scientific and public activities not
for any calculations, but because of a deeply conceived
call of duty. These words do not sound to him as fiddle-
faddle, but mean hard and time-consuming work.

Vytautas UrbanaviCius joined the team of Lithuanian

archaeologists gradually, now and then taking us aback by

this or that important work done by him for the good of

our country. He belongs to those rare men, about whom
people say: his saying and doing 1s one thing. No work 1s
too hard for Vytautas. Working in the Museum of History
and Ethnography as a restorer, he renovated many exhib-
its, which passed through his hands. Later he studied 1n
Moscow, in the Laboratory of Plastic Reconstruction of the

Institute of Ethnography, at professor M. Gerasimov's.

These studies resulted 1n sculptural portraying of

Kristijonas Donelaitis, T. Ruigys, Barbora Radvilaité and

lots of prehistorical people and 1n identification of many

cultural and political personae of historical times (1nclud-
ing K. Pits, the President of Estonia). Then the time came
for a movie camera and he shot more than one hundred
films. In documentaries the prehistory lifts up 1ts voice
and cultural, scientific and art people emerge from their
times as alive. He also knew what to do with a spade. The
fruit of his labor 1s the revived Lithuanian culture of vil-
lagers and dukes of the 14th—17th c., as well as a big
craniological collection kept with the Medical Department
of the Vilnius University. The latter sphere 1s most pre-
cious to the Celebrant’s heart and consumes most of his
energy and time.

The archaeology accompanies him since the univer-

sity times. Vytautas UrbanaviCius has chosen paganism as
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a baseline for his researches and has gone deep 1nto 1t not
only basing on facts from archaeological investigations,

but also on historic and ethnological sources. For a start

of pagan studies, the Celebrant selects investigations of
burial customs. To the aim of learning about them as much
as possible, the scientist goes 1n for intense investigations
of cemeteries of the 13th—15th ¢. This option 1s not inci-
dental. At the very beginning of investigations, he already
knows that namely 1n that period of time the 1deology un-
derwent changes along with spreading of Christianity. The
main goal of the scientist 1s to understand what paganism
was like on the eve of the christening and after 1t. Tackling
this scientific problem, the archaeologist investigates cem-
eteries left by rural communities (1n Geluva, Obeliai,
Rumsiskés, Raseiniai, Slapgirys, Jak$tai¢iai—- Meskiai,
(Grauziail etc.), as well as sanctuaries, alka-hills and cult-
sites. These investigations make a basis for the doctor’s
thesis “Material and spiritual culture of villagers of
Lithuania in the 14th-17th ¢.” During further investiga-
tions Vytautas Urbanavicius establishes that cremation of
the dead was practiced in Lithuania until the end of the
14th c., but was not universally applied and popular. Of
interest 1s the scientist’s hypothesis on burials in water
confirmed by the investigations performed 1n the Obelial
cemetery of the 13th—15th c.

Many new ideas and facts on burial customs after in-
troduction of Christianity are collected by the scientist 1n
the course of investigation of cemeteries of the 15th—17th c.
in Rums3$iskés, Ruseiniai, Liepiniskés etc. Vytautas
UrbanaviCius proves that the custom of cremation of the
dead existed as late as the 15th c. and the custom of plac-
ing of burial items into graves lasted until the turn of the
| 6th—17th ¢. The results of these investigations are to date
appreciated by younger colleagues as true, since the ar-

chaeological data defined more exactly the development
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of paganism of the Lithuanians from the 13th c. to the turn
of the 16th—17th c. Features in development of paganism
are reflected in the scientist’s habilitation paper “Pagan-
1sm of the Lithuanians and 1ts relicts in the 13th—16th ¢.”

Vytautas Urbanavicius 1s extremely patient and calm
with the bureaucrats and colleagues when they heap on
him unmerited reproaches related to his researches. He at
first considers the critical remarks very exhaustively and
only then discusses with the opponents, consults them.
Nobody ever has seen him off balance. These personal
characternistics of the scientist help him in difficult organi-
zational matters, as well as 1n scientific discussions.

In particular much vigor and decision in organizational
matters Vytautas UrbanaviCius shows during investigations
of the Vilnius Archecathedral and the Palace of Vilnius
Lower Castle. The open discussions related to rebuilding

-
-

of the Lower Palace of Castle also necessitate many ef-

forts. Here the archaeologist’s organizational capabilities
manifest themselves 1n full-scale. The scientist not only
develops the technical base for researches, but also tailors
the object under archaeological investigations, as the pride
of the nation, to the general public’s needs. Now people
may visit the excavations, come to concerts, literature eve-

nings, theatre performances etc. When the investigations

have grown wider 1n the territory of the Lower Castle, an
autonomous 1nstitution “Lithuanian castles™ 1s established

and the archaeologist directed 1t since 1993. Namely here

he trains and educates a new generation of young archae-
ologists who successfully are continuing the work started
by the Celebrant.

The activities of Vytautas Urbanavicius are reflected
In many monographs, collections of articles. Of particular
significance are his books dedicated to investigations of
Palace of the Vilnius Lower Castle Palace. They shed more
light on exhaustive and detailed archaeological investiga-
tions. These descriptions are well supplemented by his
films on the Palace of Grand Dukes of Lithuania. It 1s great
cultural wealth. Thank to resolution and efforts of the ar-
chaeologist, now everyone may see visually the important
moments of archaeological investigations and stop the dis-
obedient time.

People walking by paths of the Earth do not con-
sume time equally. Vytautas UrbanaviCius immolates
himself for the good of the archaeology each day not
sparing either health or precious Earth time. The
Celebrant’s projects and innovative activities are a con-
sequence of his profound commitment to the archaeolo-

gy of Lithuania.
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