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ILONA V ASKEVICIUlli 

X a. rytineje Baltijos jUros pakranteje gyvenusios 
gentys pereina i naujq gerokai aktyvesnes ukines-eko­
nomines raidos etapq. Tyrinetojai pastebi atsiradus zen­
klius pokycius piliakalniq ir gyvenvieeiq inventoriuje, ka­
PI! radiniuose (Kulikauskas, Kulikauskiene, TautaviCius, 
1961, p. 360-519, Volkaite-Kulikauskiene, 1970, p. 45-
119, Lietuviq, 1971, p. 4-13, Volkaite-Kulikauskiene, 
1987, p. 183-184). Piliakalniuose aptinkamos svimq lie­
kanos su gausiomis griidq atsargomis, net 90-95 proc. 
visl! randamq maistui varto1\! gyvuliq - naminiai, aptin­
kami kur kas tobulesni zemes dirbimo irankiai. Kalviai 
gamino is geresnes kokybes plieno ginklus - kalavijus, 
kovos kirvius, ietigalius. Gaminiai ivairejo, atsirado ir 
anksCiau nevarto1\! buities daiktq - spynq, rak1\!, kab­
iiI!. Dideli pokyciai ir juvelyrikoje. Pagausejo papuosa­
II!, jie gaminami naudojant ivairesn~ gamybos technikq, 
be jau jprasto bal1\! kraStams geometrinio omamento, 
~igali gyvulinis bei augalinis. 

Siuo laikotarpiu pastebimi ir nauji pokyCiai preky­
boje (Kunciene, 1972, p. 149, Kunciene, 1981, p. 49). 
Atsirado didesnis importuotq prabangos prekiq porei­
kis, isaugo zalvario ir sidabro paklausa. Amatininkai 
gamino ne tik pagal uzsakymus, bet ir plaCiajai rinkai. 
Gamybos mastai Ierne, kad patys amatininkai jau ne­
begalejo apsirupinti reikiama zaliava. Tam reikejo tar­
pininkq. Tokie tarpininkai ar pirkliai Rytq Pabaltijyje 
atsiranda nuo X a. vidurio ar antrosios puses. Tuo lai­
kotarpiu datuojami ir pirmieji kapai, kuriuose miru­
sieji palaidoti su svarstyklemis (Ceplite, 1974, p. 199, 
Kunciene, 1972, p. 167, Urtans, 1977, p. 60). Beje, pir­
kliq kapais priimta laikyti tuos palaidojimus, kuriuose, 
be kitq jkapiq, buna idetos svarstykles ar svoreliai (Sa­
dauskaite, 1959, p. 75, Kunciene, 1981, p. 54). Ar tuo 
metu pirkliai jau galejo sudaryti atskirq luomq, vieno 
atsakymo neturime. Skirtingos ir tyrinetojq nuomones. 
O. Kunciene, tyrinejusi prekinius santykius, siuo klau­
simu pasisako labai dviprasmiskai - viename darbe 
teigdama, kad pirkliq luomas jau buvo (Kunciene, 

1972, p. 170), kitame - kad prekyba uZsiiminejo atski­
ri zmones, bet pirkliai luomo nesudare (Kunciene, 
1981, p. 51). M. Gimbutiene siuo laikotarpiujau mato 
susiformavusi pirkliq luomq (Gimbutiene, 1985, p. 131), 

v 

V. Zulkus teigia tu~ metu dar nebuvus pirkliq profe-
v 

sionalq (Zulkus, 1995, p. 5), kiti autoriai si klausimq 
santuriai nutyli. 

Pirkliq kapai issiskyre ir savo turtu. Be jau mine1\! 
svarstykliq, kapuose gausu ki1\! ikapiq, taip pat ir labai 
re1\!. Minetos svarstykles zalvarines, sulankstomos, jas 
nesiojo idetas i dezut~ ar odini maiseli. Dezutes svars­
tyklelems nesioti buvo pin amos is kamos (Lazdinin­
kai, Kivtq kapinynas) (Kunciene, 1981, p. 52, pav. 3, 
Snore, 1987, lent. IX) arba gaminamos is plonos zalva­
rines skarde16s. 

Straipsnio tikslas butq panagrineti siuos itin retus 
radinius - zalvarines svarstykliq d6Zutes ir svarstykles, 

v 

rastas pietineje Ziemgaloje. Juoba kad pastaruoju me-
tu net dvejos tokios svarstykl61es ypac puosniose zal­
varinese d6Zutese rastos pietines Ziemgalos kapiny­
nuose - Pavirvyteje (pav. 1) (Cholodinskiene, 1978) ir 
Linkuvoje (pav. 2) (VaSkeviciute, 2oo0). 

Apie prekybq ir su pirkliais susijusiq atributikq bal-
1\! kraStuose yra paraSytas ne vienas darbas ir Lietuvos 
(BoJIKaHTe-KYJIHKaycKeHe, 1966, c. 216-223, Volkai­
te-Kulikauskiene, 1970, Kunciene, 1972, p. 149-185; 
1981, p. 49-82), ir Latvijos tyrinetojq (MyrypeBH'i, 
1965, Latvijas, 1974, Ceplite, 1974, p. 198-211). TaCiau 
sie darbai yra platesni, juose nusvieciama prekyba vi­
sos Lietuvos, Latvijos ar net viso regiono mastu. IS siq 
darbq matyti, jog ne visos baltq gentys vienodai inten­
syviai dalyvavo tarpgentiniuose mainuose. Tiek siq sri­
ti tyrinejusi R. Volkaite-Kulikauskiene, tiek O. Kun­
ciene, E. Mugurevicius ir kt. autoriai pa.zymi, kad anks­
ciausiai i prekinius santykius su Siaures ir Vidurio Eu­
ropa isitraukia pajurio gentys. Be abejo, tai Ierne geo­
politine situacija. Ne veltui svarstykliq ir svoreliq kur­
siq gyventoje teritorijoje randame gausiausiai. 

275 



1 pay. Svarstykles ir dezute is Pavirvytes kapinyno. 

Dalis darbq, salia bendros to meta prekybos anali­
zes, yra skirti specifiniams klausimams nagrineti. T. Ber­
ga savo straipsnyje (Berga, 1996, p. 49-61) analizuoja 
sulankstomas svarstykleIes, rastas Latvijos teritorijo­
je. Ji sumini visas radimvietes Latvijoje, 0 pagal svars­
tykliq peteliq uzbaigimq ir ornamentq pastarqsias 
isskiria i 7 grupes ir jas chronologizuoja. Kiti autoriai 
(CeplIte, 1974, p. 198-211) apsiriboja tik radimvieciq 
kartografavimu. 

Pastaruoju metu pasirode E. Vasiliausko straips-
v 

nis (Vasiliauskas, 1999, . 79-99), skirtas Ziemgalos 
prekybiniams keliams. iame straipsnyje minimi im­
porto daiktai bei daiktai, susijl( su prekyba, t. y. svars­
tykles ir svoreliai. 

Toks retas radinys, kaip svarstykliq dezutes, bent 
siek tiek didesnio archeologq demesio iki siol nesulau­
ke. Literaturoje dainiausiai tik uzsimenama, kad dalis 
svarstykleliq buvo deiutese, odos ar audinio maiseliuo­
se. Tiesa, T. Berga minetame straipsnyje siek tiek pla­
Ciau aptaria Latvijoje rastq zalvariniq dezuciq ir 
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svarstykliq lekstuCiq ornamentq (Berga, 1996, p. 53). 
O. Kunciene, rasydama apie svarstykles, pabrezia, kad 
svarstykliq forma visuose kraStuose vienoda. Skirtumai 
pastebimi tik ornamentikoje (Kunciene, 1972, p. 169). 
Baltq krastuose vyrauja geometriniai ornamentai, ku­
riuos sudaro ivairus trikampeIiai ir zigzageIiai. O. Kun­
cienes nuomone, remiantis ornamentu galima daryti 
isvadq, jog kiekviename kraste svarstykles buvo gami­
namos vietos meistrq (ten pat). 

Dabar belieka paiiiireti, kaip sie procesai atsispindi 
v 

Ziemgalos medziagoje. 
Jau minejome, kad didzioji daug1!ma svarstyklilj 

rastos pajuryje. Idomumo delei galime pamineti, kad 
dabartineje Lietuvos teritorijoje turime per 60 kaplj 
su svarstyklemis (radimvietes Zr. Kunciene, 1981, p. 51), 
Latvijoje - 117 kapq, Prusijoje zinomi apie 105 viene­
tai, Svedijoje - 47, Norvegijoje - 43, Suomijoje - 25, 
Estijoje - 20, Novgorodo zemese - 34 vienetai (Berga, 
1996, p. 49-50). 

Siaurineje Ziemgaloje svarstykles rastos: Bailj­
Skerstainq kapinyne, Tervetes piliakaJnyje, Ciemaldlj 
kapinyne, Mezuotnes iliakalnyje ir kapinyne, Podinlj, 
Mezuotnes Centro, nkanq-Drengerq bei Capanlj 
kapinynuose (Berga, 1996, p. 49)-

Mus dominanCioje pietineje Ziemgalos dalyje svars­
tykle!es rastos Degesiq, Jauneikiq, Pavirvytes (2 vnt.), 
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2 pay. Svarstykles ir dezute is Linkuvos kapinyno. 



Linkuvos kapinynuose. Be to, dar trejos svarstykles tu­
retlj biiti ziemgaliskos. Tai Birilj kra§totyros muziejuje 
~ncios atsitiktinai rastos svarstykles be tikslesnes ra­
dimo vietos (BirZq apy!.), zemaiCi4, ziemgali4 ir kur­
litjparibyje buvusiame Ringuven4 kapinyne atsitiktinai 
aptiktos sulankstomos svarstykIeles ir J akstaici4-
MeSkiq kapinyno griautiniame vyro kape Nr. 44a ras-
los svarstykIeles (kapinynll tyrinejl(s V. UrbanaviCius 

. cia buvo laidojami ir zemaiCiai, ir ziemgaliai, 
Yiigriautiniai kapai - ziemgali4) (Urbanavicius, 1977, 

• 
p.133). Taigi pietineje Ziemgaloje svarstykIi4 nera itin 
gausu, taciau, palyginti su kitq genCi4 radimvietemis 
(aiSku, isskyrus pajurD (zr. Kuneiene, 1972, p. 240, 

• CepUte, 1974, p. 209), matome, jog Ziemgaloje jau bu-
• 

tasaVlj pirklilj. Be abejo, siaurine Ziemgalos dalis bu-
\'0 arciau Zymiqj4 prekybos keli4, ir sis proeesas vyko 
sparCiau nei pietineje dalyje. 

• Taigi svarstykli4 pietineje Ziemgaloje is 7 pamin-
kllj turime 8 vienetus. Pavirvytes kapinyne, buvusiame 
panbyje su kursiais, aptiktos net dvejos svarstykl61es. 
Abejos rastos atsitiktinai. Vien4 svarstykliq islikl( tik 
menki fragment ai, kitos isliko visos. Jos sulankstytos ir 
jdetos i Iabai puosnill zalvarinl( dezutl(, 0 pastaroji­
i odini krepseli (pav. 1). Linkuvoje rastos svarstykles 
taip pat atsitiktines, gerai islikusios, idetos i puosnill 
!alvariny dezutl( (pav. 2). Degesi4 (Kulikauskas, 
Kulikauskiene, TautaviCius, p. 412, pay. 289), Ringu­
venlj (Vasiliauskas, 1999, p. 86, pay. 6), Birzq (Kuncie­
ne, 1972, p. 166, pay. 5) svarstykIeles, nors ir rastos 
atsitiktinai, taip pat gerai issilaikiusios. TIk Jauneikiuo­
se ir lakStaiCiuose-Meskiuose svarstykles rastos kapuo­
se.launei.kilj (vyro kapas Nr. 47) svarstykles islikusios 
DC visos - rastos tik j4 peteli4 dalys. Kapas apardytas. 
VIrl menklj griauCi4 fragment4 gulejo juostinis ieti­
galis su skliautiniu raStu ant imovos. KrUtines srityje -
dvi pasagines seges daugiakampemis galvutemis, ant 
pirSto uzmautas zalvarinis ivijinis ziedas. Juosmens sri­
tyje iSlikusios dido kutq dalys, apkaliukas ir minetos 
svarstykIes su svoreliu. Pastarosios greiciausiai buvo pri­
segtos prie dirzo. Kapas datuotas X-Xl a. (VaSkevi­
oiile, 1987, p. 77). Jak.Staiciuose-Meskiuose svarstykles 
rastos taip pat apardytame vyro kape Nr. 44a. Jos gu­
lejo juosmens srityje, kurios lek.Stutemis, sudetomis vie­
na i kitq, taip pat, matyt, buvo prisegtos prie dido. Be 
svarstykIiq, vyrui i kapll idetas placiaasmenis pen tin is 
kirvis, peiliukas tiesia nugar61e, dvi pasagines seges -
daugiakampemis ir aguoninemis galvutemis (pastaroji 
miniatiiirine), geltono stikIo karoliukas ir zalvarinis 
Zvangutis, be to, dar rastas neaiskaus sidabrinio dirbi­
nio fragmentas. Kapas galetq buti datuojamas XI­
XIII a. Visos kitos surastos svarstykles atsitiktines, ir 
jas datuoti galima tik apytiksliai, bendru tokiq svars­
tykIeliq egzistavimo laikotarpiu, t. y. X a. pabaiga - XIII a. 

Pasinaudodami T Bergos (Berga, 1996, p. 51) 
sudaryta klasifikacija, pabandykime tiksliau datuoti ir 

• pietineje Ziemgaloje rastas svarstykles. 
Pacios ankstyviausios, priskirtinos I tipui, datuoja­

mos X a. antr~a puse - tai butq Linkuvoje ir Ringuve­
nuose rastos svarstykIes. BirZ4 svarstykIes skirtinos III 
tipui ir datuojamos Xl a. JakstaiCi4-Meskiq, Degesi4 
ir Pavirvytes svarstykles skiriamos VII tipui ir yra pa­
cios v61yviausios, datuojamos XII-XIII a. 

Buvo ornamentuojami ne tik svarstykIi4 peteli4 ga­
lai, bet retkarCiais ir IekSte16s. Akuci4 eilute juosia De­
gesi4 svarstykli4 IekSteles krastll. Puosnesnes buvo 
Linkuvos svarstykles. Cia leksteli4 kraStas ornamen­
tuotas akutemis ir dvigubais kryzeliais (pav. 2). Kit4 

• 
svarstykIeli41ekSteles, rastos pietineje Ziemgaloje, ne-
ornamentuotos. Taciau kaimyniniame Cunkan4-Dren­
gerq kapinyno kape Nr. 311 surastos ypac puosnios 
svarstykliqlekSteles (Berga, 1999, p. 53, pay. 5 B). Jas 
puosia koneentriniai apskritirnai, kurie sudaro trikam­
pius ar rombus, 0 lekSteli4 dugnas dekoruotas segmen­
tines ZvaigZdes ornamentu. 

LekSteles gamintos negilios, 5,7-7,2 em skers­
mens, kraste turi tris arba keturias skylutes grandine­
Iems ikabinti. LekSteliq grandine16s konuso formos 
kabuciu sujungiamos ir prie peteli4 tvirtinamos jau 
viena zalvarine grandinele. Dalis svarstykli41ekSteli4 
galejo buti jungiamos ne zalvarines grandineles, o li­
niniu siUlu ar virvute. Grandin61i4 nerasta prie Lin­
kuvos, Jakstaici4-Meski4, Ringuvenq svarstykleli4. 
Prie Bidq svarstykli4 peteli4 pritvirtintos zalvarines 
grandine16s, 0 prie lekSteli4 jq nera. Matyt, jas galejo 
laikyti linine virvele. 

Pavirvytes ir Linkuvos svarstykIes buvo rastos ypac 
puosniose zalvarinese d6Zutese (pav. 1, 2). Lietuvoje 
tai kol kas vieninteliai zinomi egzemplioriai. Tiesa, dar 
viena d6Zute, bet ne zalvarine, 0 geleZine ir neorna­
mentuota, rasta kurSi4 kapinyne (Lazdininkai, k. Nr. 107) 
(Kuneiene, 1981, p. 53, pay. 2). Latvijoje metaliniq de­
zuCiq rasta kur kas daugiau, taCiau didzioji j4 daugu­
rna - Kurse (Berga, 1996, p. 53 ). Kurse rastos daug 
masyvesnes, statesniais krastais, neornamentuotos. 
• • 
Siaurineje Ziemgaloje zalvarine, puosniai ornamentuo-
ta dezute zinoma tik is Balq-Skerstainq kapinyno (rasta 
dvigubame moters ir vyro kape Nr. 2) (Atgazis, 1980, 
p. 24-25, pay. 26). Dar tokio tipo dvi dezutes rastos 
Padauguvio lybiq paliktame Vampenies4 I kapinyne 
(k. Nr. 94) ir VampenieS4 II kapinyne (k. Nr. 73) (Latvijas, 
1974, p. 268, pay. 168, Berga, 1996, p. 54, pay. 7). 

D6Zutes suploto rutulio fonnos, gamintos is plo­
nos zalvarines skarde16s, daugiau ar maZiau iskiliu 
dangteliu. Dangtelis prie dezutes tvirtinamas vyriu, ku­
ris savo ruostu dar ornamentuojamas. Uzdaro dezutl( 
skIllstelis. Pavirvytes d6Zutes sklllstelis profiliuotas 
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3 pay. Dezute is Vampeniesq 
I kapinyno. 

(pav. 1), puostas aku­
Ci4 ornamentu. Tokio 
tipo tik siek tiek masy­
vesnis ir Vampenies4 I 
dezutes sklqstelis (pav. 
3). Linkuvos dezutes 
sklqstelis iSkil~ (pav. 2), 
arkos form os, puostas 
simetriskai dviem ei­
lem isdestyt4 akuCi4. 

Pavirvytes dezute 
7,2 cm skersmens, jos 
dangtelis paCiame cen­
tre turi iskilesny tutu-
1'1 (pav. 1). Dangtelio 
krastai puosti is besi­
jungianCi4 rombeli4 
sudarytu ornamentu, 0 

dezutes - is ikarteli4 
sudarytais dvigubais 
rombeliais. 

Linkuvos defute -
7,5 cm skersmens. los dangtelis puostas koncentriniais 
apskritimais, paciame centre - sesiakampe segmenti­
ne ivaigide - saules simbolis, 0 dangtelio sonai orna­
mentuoti dvigubais puslankiais, pats kraStas - akuci4 
eilute (pav. 2). Dezute rasta siek tiek paieista - istru­
pejys dangtelio desinysis kraStas. Segmentine ivaigide 
puosia ir VampenieS4 I dezutes dangteij. Bal4-Skers­
tain4 defutes kraStai puosti akutemis, 0 saules centre -
segmentines ivaigzdes ornamentas (Atgazis, 1980, 
p. 24 25, pay. 4:26). 

Analogiska apraSytoms rasta ir Prusijoje, Ekritten 
(Vetrovo - 2) kapinyno k. Nr. 16 (Heydeck, 1890, 
taf. XIII, Nr. 16, KYJIaKOB, 1990, c. 120, Ta6JI. XXV:3, 
Ce~OB, 1987, Ta6JI. CXXXI:39). Ji rasta kartu su pasa­
gine sege ivaigidiniais galais. Dezute islikusi ne visa, 
nera ir sklqstelio. Dezutes kraStas puostas akuci4 eile, 
o dangtelio sonai - rombeli4 ir akuci4 ornamentu. Thi­
gi visos apraSytos dezutes is esmes labai panasios - tiek 
savo forma (suploto rutulio), tiek ir ornamentu. Dau­
guma j4 puostos segmentine ivaigide, vyrauja romb4, 
akuci4 ir puslanki4 motyvai. 

Tiek svarstykles, tiek ir j4 dezutes budingos viS4 
kraS1q pirkliams. Gamintos vietoje - tq liudija dezuCi4 
forma ir ornamentas. Tai gerai matyti lyginant ivairiuo­
se krastuose rastqsias. XI-XII a. datuojama puosni 
svarstykli4 dezute rasta Riugeno saloje (Die Slaven, 
1985, S. 133, pay. 52). Dezute taip pat gaminta is plo­
nos zalvarines skardeles, ji beveik taisyklingo rutulio 
formoso Ornamentuota koncentriniais ratais, kurie su­
daro vientisq ornamentq, neisskaidant jo tarp dezutes 

Idomi svarstykli4 dezute rasta Gotlande (Jansson, 
1988, p. 575, pay. 4). Jos isvaizda identiska Ziemgaloje 
rastosioms, tik siek tiek didesne - 9,2 cm skersmens, yra 
suploto rutulio fOlmos, dangtelio sonai omamentuoti is 
ikarteli4 sudarytais rombeliais, 0 dezutes pakraSteij jua­
sia akuci4 eile. Dezutes skiqstelis smarkiai profiliuotas 
(pav. 5). Skandinaviskq importq tyrinejusiam I. Jansso­
nw sklqstelis primena paukScio figurely. Autorius dezut~ 
priskiria islamo kraSiq importui - tai, jo nuomone, arba 
is Arab4 Kalifato, arba is Ryt4 Europos i Skandinavijij 
patekusi dezute (Jansson, 1988, S. 576). Kaip jau mineta, 
defute labai panaSi i mus4 rastqsias. Gal tik pats sklCjSte· 
lis siek tiek imantresnis. TaCiau labai panasus i dezutes 
sklqstelio ornamentas aptinkamas kalavij4 malciCilj ap­
kaluose (iT. KazakeviCius, 1998, p. 302, pay. 23-24). Dau· 
gelio tyrinetoj4 nuomone, tokie apkalai yra Ryi4 Pabaltijo 
auksakali4 gaminiai (ten pat, p. 300). 

Dar viena tokio pat tipo dezute kartu su svarstyk· 
lemis rasta taip pat Skandinavijoje, Rutes vietoveje 

ir dangtelio (pav. 4). 4 pay. Svarstykles ir dezute is Riugeno. 
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Spav. Svarstykles is Uplando if dezute is GotIando. 

(Thunmark-Nylen, 1998, lent. 273 a, b). Sprendziant 
is peteli4 ornamento, svarstykleles priskirtinos V tipui 

ir datuojamos XI a. Dezute suploto rutulio formos, is­
kiliu dangteliu, kuri puosia seSiakampe rozete -
segmentine Zvaigzde. Demtes krast'l juosia akuCiq ei­
Ie. Dangtelio pakrasteli taip pat puosia akuciq orna­
mentas, 0 sonus - is akuciq sudarytas kripuciq 
ornamentas. Skl'lstelis, kaip ir Linkuvos dezutes, iski­
Ius, arkos formoso Abi sios dezutes i Skandinavij'l im­
portuotos, ir, gali biiti, kad is Rytq Pabaltijo. 

v 

Taigi X a. antrojoje puseje - XIII a. Ziemgaloje 
egzistavo zmoniq grupe, kuri apriipindavo kalvius za­
liava, supirkdavo ir svetur realizuodavo jq gaminius, 
turtingus visuomenes narius apriipindavo importine­
mis prabangos prekemis. Tokiq zmoniq isskirtiny pa­
deti rode laidojimo ikapiq komplektas - jie laidoti su 
gausiomis ir retomis ikapemis (Jauneikiuose - su juos­
tiniais ietigaliais, puostais skliautiniu ornamentu, 
J akStaiciuose-Meskiuose - su placiaasmeniais kirviais 
ir kt.), ir kaip biitinas siq zmoniq ikapiq komplekto at­
ributas buvo svarstykles. Jas nesiojo idetas i puosni'l 
zalvariny dezuty, kuri dainiausiai buvo ornamentuota 
segmentine Zvaigzde. Svarstykles ir dezutes pirkliq uz­
sakymu buvo gaminamos vietos auksakaliq, apie tai by­
loja jq forma ir balt\! krastams biidingas ornamentas. 

v 

Pietineje Ziemgalos dalyje tokiq pirkliq kapq zi-
nome astuonis. Svarstykles datuotos X a. antr£lja pu­
se - XIn a. ISeitq, kad tuo pat metu pietineje 

v 

Ziemgaloje gyveno, dirbo ir apriipino savo prekemis 
gentainius vidutiniskai 2-3 pirkliai. 

_ v 
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A serija. 

BALANCES AND B CE BOXES IN SOUTHERN SEMIGALLIA 

Ilona Vaskeviciiite 

Summary 
In the 10th century AD., the tribes residing at the east­

ern Baltic Sea shore transferred to the new stage of the 
much more active economical development. Considerable 
changes of items of barrow cemeteries and settlements, 
finds of graves and trade are noticed in this period. 

Handicraftsmen already were not able to provide 
themselves with all necessary raw materials. They needed 
mediators. Such mediators - or merchants - appeared in 
the Eastern Baltic region in the second half of the 10th 
century. The first graves where the dead were buried with 
a balance are dated to this period as well. The found bal­
ances are produced of bronze, they are folded and they 
were carried in a box or a leather bag. 

The object of the present article is a discussion on 
these rare finds - bronze boxes for balances and balances 
themselves which were found in Southern Semigallia. Fur­
thermore, two more balances in especially smart brass 
boxes were recently found in cemeteries of Southern 
Semigallia - Pavirvyte and Linkuva. 

In Nothern Semigallia, balances were found in Baji­
Sl,cerstaiQi burial ground, Tervete hill-fort, Ciemalde burial 

v 

ground, Mezotn hill-fort and cemetery, PodjQi, Cunkani-
DreQgeri and Capani. 

In the southern part of Semigallia that we are inte­
rested in, balances were found in burial grounds of 
Degesiai, Jauneikiai, Pavirvyte (2 pieces), Linkuva. In 
addition, three more balances should be considered 
"Semigallian": one is stored at Bidai Ethnographic Mu­
seum, the second was found in Ringuvenai burial ground 
and the third was found in the skeleton male grave 
No. 44a in JakStaiCiai-MeslOai burial ground. 

So, 8 balances were found in 7 places of Southern 
Semigallia. Two balances were found in Pavirvyte burial 
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ground and both of them were accidential finds. One bal­
ance is represented by poor fragments, the other is well­
preserved. The latter is folded and put into a decorated 
bronze box and the box is put into a leather bag (Fig. 1). 
The balance found in Linkuva is an accidential find as 
well; it is put into a nice bronze box (Fig. 2). Although 
the balances found in Degesiai, Ringuvenai, Biriai are 
accidential finds, they are well-preserved. Only in 
Jauneikiai and JakStaiciai-MeslOai balances were found 
in graves. The balance from Jauneikiai (the male grave 
No. 47) was preserved incompletely. The grave is partially 
destroyed. A band spearhead with sockets decorated with 
vault ornament was obtained over fragments of skeleton. 
In the zone of the breast, two pen annular fibulas with 
faceted terminals were found; there was a spiral bronze 
ring on a finger. In the zone of the waist, parts of belt 
fringe and fitting as well as the above-mentioned balance 
with a weight were found. Probably, the balance was fixed 
to the belt. The grave was dated to the 10th-11th c.c. A 
balance was also found in partially destroyed male grave 
No. 44a in J akStaiciai-Meskiai. It was obtained in the zone 
of the waist and it seems that it was fixed to the belt. In the 
same male grave, an axe with a wide blade and a blunt end, 
a small knife with a direct back, two penannular fibuIas­
with faceted and poppyseed terminals (the latter - a min­
iature one), a yellow glass bead and a bronze horse beD 
were found as well. The grave should be dated to the 11th-
13th c.c. All other balances found are accidential finds 
and they may be dated only approximately, i.e. to the late 
10th-13th c.c 

We'll try to date the balances found in Southern 
Semigallia more precisely on the base of the classifica· 
tion of Tatjana Berga. 



The balances found in Linkuva and Ringuvenai are 
the oldest ones. They are the ones of the type I they and 
are dated to the second half of the 10th century. The bal­
ance from Biriai corresponds to the type III and it is dated 
to the 11 th century. The balances from J akStaiciai-Meskiai, 
Degesiai and Pavirvyte are of the type VII and they are the 
latest ones, they are dated to the 12th-13th c.c 

Plates of balances are not deep, with the diameter of 
5.7-7.2 cm and they have three or four holes for a chain 
or a string at the edge. Not only ends of the shoulders, 
but sometimes also the plates were ornamented. Balances 
with ornamented plates were found in Degesiai and 
linkuva. 

The balances from Pavirvyte and Linkuva were found 
in smart bronze boxes. In Nothern Semigallia, a bronze 
box with a smart ornament is known only from Bali­
S~erstaiJ;!i burial ground (the double male/female grave 
No.2). Other two boxes of this type were found in 
Vampeniesi I (grave No. 94) and Vampeniesi II (grave 
No. 73) burial grounds of Liivs from the Daugava river 
banks. The boxes have a flattened ball shape, they are 
made of thin bronze tin, with a cover. The cover is fixed 
to the box with a hinge. The box is closed with a bar. The 
bar of the box found in Pavirvyte is profiled (Fig. 1). The 
bar of the box from Vampeniesi I is of the same type, bu t 
a little bigger (Fig. 3). The bar of the box from Linkuva is 
high, arch-shaped (Fig. 2). 

The box from Pavirvyte is 7.2 cm in diameter, its cover 
has a tutulus in the center. The edges of the cover and the 
box are decorated with a geometrical ornament (Fig. 1). 

The box from Linkuva is of 7.5 cm in diameter. Its 
cover is decorated with concentric circles and a segment 
star in the center (Fig. 2). The cover of the box from 
Varpeniesi I is decorated with a segment star as well 
(Fig. 3). Edges of the box from Bali-S~erstait;li are 
decorated with "eyes" and its center - with a segment star 
ornament. Analogous boxes were found in the grave No. 
16 in Ekritten (Vetrovo-2) burial ground in Prussia. So, 
aU found boxes are very much alike - all of them have a 
shape of a flattened ball and similar ornaments. 

Merchants from all regions used both balances and 
boxes. They were produced in each region. A smart box 

of balance dated to the 11 th-12th c.c. was found on Rugen 
island (Fig. 4). 

The appearance of the box found on Gottland island 
is identical to the ones found in Semigallia, however, it is 
a bit bigger (the diameter is 9.2 cm); it has a flattened 
ball shape and it is decorated with a geometrical ornament. 
The bar of the box is considerably profiled. In the opinion 
of Ingmar Jansson, the investigator of Scandinavian 
import, the bar is similar to a figure of a bird. In the 
opinion of the author, the box may be attibuted to import 
from Islam regions (Fig. 5). 

One more box of the same type together with the 
balance was found in other Scandinavian locality -
Rute. According to the ornament of the balance 
shoulders, the balance corresponds to the type V and 
it is dated to the 11th century. The box has a shape of a 
flattened ball, with a high cover, decorated with a 
segment star. The box is decorated with a geometrical 
ornament. The bar is high, arch-shaped - similarly as 
in the case of the box from Linkuva. Both these boxes 
were imported to Scandinavia, most probably, from 
Eastern Baltic region. 

So, in the second half of the 10th century - the 13th 
century, in Semigallia a group of persons who supplied 
raw materials to smiths-handicraftsmen, bought their 
production and sold it in other lands. The graves of such 
persons distinguish themselves by the burial items where a 
balance is found as an indispensable attribute. Balances 
and boxes were produced by local goldsmiths according to 
orders of merchants - that is witnessed by their shapes and 
ornaments. In that period, 2-3 merchants lived in Semigallia 
and they supplied goods to the habitants. 

THE LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Fig. 1. The balance and the box from Pavirvyte burial 
ground. 

Fig. 2. The balance and the box from Linkuva burial 
ground. 

Fig. 3. The box from Vampeniesi I burial ground. 
Fig. 4. The balance and the box from Rugen island 
Fig. 5. The balance from Uppland and the box from 

Gottland. 
Translated from Lithuanian by Rasa Tolvaisaite 

BECbI H KOPOBOqKH ,I(JHI BECOB B IO,KROll: 3EMfAJIE 

llJIoHa 

Pe310Me 

B X B. rmeMeHa, )l{lffiymHe Ha BOCTO'lHOM n06epe)J(be 
Jiarrrl1Xl1, nepexowrr B HOBbIH, 60JIee aKTHBHbIH 3Tan 
3KOHOMll'leCKo--XO:mHCmeHHoro pa3BI1TIffi. PeMeCJIeHHHKH 
yxe He MOfJIl1 06eCne'iHTb CaMH ce6H H)')KHbIM cblpbeM. 
H)')KHbl 6blJII1 nOCpe)lHI1K11. TaKHe nOCpe)lHHKH, HJII1 
K)'IllU>l, B BOCTO'lHOH TIpH6anTHKe nOHBHJlHCb BO BTOPOH 
nOJlOBl1He X B., C Toro BpeMeHH n05lBJUIJOTCH 11 nepBble 
norpe6eHJUl c BeCaMI1 - OCHOBHbIM aTPH6yroM KYllUOB. 

Becbl 6blJIH He60JIblllHe, CKJIa)lHble. HOCHJlH HX B KOPO-
60'!KaX HJIH B KO)l(aHbIX MellIO'IKax. 

OCHOBHaH ueJlb CTaTbH - paccMoTPeTb 6POH30Bbie 
BeCbl H Kop060'lKH, 06Hapy:lKeHHble Ha TeppHTopHH 
IO:lKHOH 3eMranbI. TeM 60JIee 'ITO )lBOe BeCOB B oc06eHHo 
nblllIHblX Kop060'!KaX Hai1:)leHbl Ha )laHHOH TeppHTOpl1H 
B MOrHJIbHHKax TIaBl1pBHTe H JIHHKYBa. 

B ceBepHoH qaCTH 3eMraJIbi BeCbl 06Hapy:lKeHbI B 

2Rl 



MOI'HJlbHHKe EaJIH-IIIKepCTamrn:, Ha rOpO.lUtll1.e TepBere, 

B MOrHJIbHHKe UeMaJI,Lle, Ha rOpO,llHII\e H B MOrHJIhHHKe 

Me)KYOTHe, B MOrHJIbHHKaX llY0,llHHH, MeXYOTHeC 

UeHTpC, qYHKaHH-,[(peHrepH H qanaHH. B JO)KHOH 'IaCTH 

3eMraJIbi BeCbl 06HapyxeHbI B MOrHJIbHHKax ,lI,51reC5IH, 

5IYHeiiKRH, llaBHpBHTe (2 310.), JIHHKYBa. Ell\e Tpoe 

BeCOB ,llOJl)KHbl OTHOCHTC5I K 3eMraJIaM. 3'r0 BeCbl H3 

EHp)KaikKOrO MY3e51 (6e3 TO'IHOrO MeCTa HaxO)K,lleHH51), 

H HaxO,llKH H3 MOrHJIbHHKa PHHryBeHaH H 5IKII!Tai1'IJlli­

MeIIIK5lH (nOrpe6eHHe NQ 44a). 

B JO)KHOH 3eMraJIe HaiiAeHo 8 3IOeM1lJUIpOB BeCOB 

H3 7 naM51THHKOB. B MOrHJIbHHKe llaBHpBHTe 06Hapy­

)KeHbl 2 310. BeCOB - 06a He B norpe6eHHRX. TOJIbKO 

O,llHH H3 HHX yueJIeJIH nOJIHOCTbJO. BeCbl CKJIa,llHble, 6bl­

JIH B KpaCHBOH 6POH30BOH Kop060'IKe, KOTOPaJI B CBOJO 

O'IepeAh HaxO,llHJIaCb B KOxaHOM MelllO'IKe (pHC. 1). B 

MOI'HJlbHHKe JIHHKYJ3a BeCbI 06HapyxeHbl TO)Ke cnyqaHHo. 

OHH 6blJlH B KpacHBoH Kop060'IKe (pHC. 2). 

Becbl H3 MOrHJIbHHKOB ,lI,RreC5IH, PHHrYBeHaH, 

EHp)KaH, XOT5I H CJIyqaHHble HaXO,llKH, HO yueJIeJIH 
nOJIHOCTbJO. TOJIbKO BeCbl H3 MOrHJIhHHKOB 5IYHeHKRH H 

06HapyxeHbI B norpe6eHHRX. Becbl 

H3 5IYHei1:J<m1: (MyxcKoe norpe6eHHe NQ 47) yUeJIeJIH JlHlllb 

<pparMeHTapHo. Ha MeJIKHX <pparMeHTax KOCT5IKa 

06HapyxeHbi HaKOHe'IHHK KOnb51 C I1p0,llOJIrOBaTbIM 

l1epoM H C opHaMeHToM Ha BTYJIKe, 2 nO,llKOB006pa3HbIe 

<pH6yJIbI C MHOrorpaHHbIMH KOHUaMH, Ha naJIbue 6bID 

l1epCTeHb, B 06JIaCTH Ta3a JIe)KaJIH yKpallleHH5I OT peMH5I 

H BeCbl C rHPbKOH. llorpe6eHHe ,llaTHpOBaHO X- XI BB. 
B MOrHJIbHHKe 5IKlIITaH'IRH- MelllKRH (norpe6eHHe 

NQ 44a) BeCbl 06HapyxeHbi TO)Ke B CHJIbHO pa3pYllleHHoM 

l1orpe6eHHH. OHH JIe)KaJIH B 06JIaCTH Ta3a, cKopee Bcero 

6bIDH npHCTerHYTbl K peMHIO. M)')K'lllHa 3axopoHeH C 

))[HpOKOJIe3BHHHbiM TonopoM, HO)KOM, ,llBYM5I: nO,llKOBO-

06pa3HhTMH <pH6YJIaMH, CTeKJIRHHOH 6YCHHOH. llorpe6e­

HHe MO)KHO ,llaTHpOBaTb XI- XIII BB. Bce OCTaJIbHbie BeChT 

06HapyxeHhl cnyqaHHO, HX MO)KHO ,llarnpOBaTb X- XIII BB. 

Mbl ,llaTHpOBaJIH BeCbl, 06HapyxeHHbie Ha Teppw 

TOpHH JO)KHOH 3eMraJIbI, I1.CnOJIb3Y51 KJIaCCI1.<pHKaUHlO 

TaThlIHbl EeprH. CaMbIe paHHHe H3 HHX, npHHa,Qne)KaUIHe 

I THI1Y, ,llaTHpOBaHbI 2-0H nOJIOBHHOH X BeKa. 3TO BeCbl 

H3 l1orpe6eHH51 (pHC. 2) H PHHrYBeHaH. BecbI 

H3 EHp)KaH OTHOC5ITC5I K III THnY H ,llarnp0BaHhl XI BeKOM. 

Becbl H3 5IKlIITaH'IRi1:- MelllK51H, ,lI,RreC5IH, llaBHpBI1.Te 

npmm.nne)KaT VII THny H .narnpoBaHbl XII- XIII BB. 

TapeJIKH OT BeCOB Herny60KHe, Jl.HaMeTpOM 5,7- 7,2 CM, 

C 3 HJIH 4 OTBepCTHRMI1. ,llJl5I uenOqeK HJIH BepeBO'IeK. 

I1Hor,lla KPaJI TapeJIOK opHaMeHTHpoBaHbl reoMeTpw 

'IeCKHM MOTHBOM. TaKHe TapeJIKH 06HapY)KeHbl B 

MOrHJIbHHKax JIHHKYBa (pHC. 2) H ,lI,RreC5IH. 

Ha TeppHTOpHH ceBepHoH 3eMraJIbl Kop060'IKH OT 

BeCOB 06HapY)KeHbl JIHlllb B MOrHJIbHHKe EaJIH­

lliKepCTaHHH (l1orpe6eHHe NQ 2). Ell\e .nBe TaKHe 

Kop060'IKH 06HapY)KeHbl B MOrHJIbHHKe, KOTOPblH 

OCTaBHJlH ,lI,ayraBcKHe JIHBbl - BaMneHelllH I (norpe6eHHe 

NQ 94) (pHC. 3) H BaMneHeIIIH II (l1orpe6eHHe NQ 73). 

Kop060'IKH B <popMe CnJIJOll\eHHOrO lllapa H3rOTOB­

JIeHbl H3 TOHKOH 6POH30BOH nJIaCTHHKH, C 60JIee HJlH 

MeHee BblfiYKJlOH KpbIlIIe'IKOH. KpbIIIIe'IKY ,llep)KHT l1eTAA. 

3aKpbmaeTC5I Kop060'IKa C nOMOIUJO 3a,llBHXKH. 3a,llBH)KKa 

Dr. Ilona Vaskevicifite 
Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 
Kraziq g. 5, LT-2001 , Vilnius, tel. 614935. 
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rrpO<pHJIHpOBaHa. TaKa5l )Ke 3a,llBH)KKa y Kop060'lKH H3 

MOrHJIhHHKa BaMneHenfH I (norpe6eHHe NQ 94) (pHC. 3). 
3a,llBH)KKa Kop060'lKH H3 JIHHKYBbl BblnyKJIa5l, B Bl1.lIe 

apKH (pHC. 2). 

Kop060'IKa H3 llaBHpBHTe ,llHaMeTpoM 7,2 CM. Ee 

KpbIlllKY YKpalllaeT BbmYKJIa5l TYTYJIa (pHC. 1). Kprul 
Kop060'IKH H Kphlll!e'IKH YKpallleHbI reOMeTpH'leCKHM 

opHaMeHTOM. 

Kop060'IKa H3 JIHHKYBbI ,llHaMeTpoM 7,5 CM. Ee 

KpbJIIIKa yKpallleHa KOHueHTpH'IeCKHM opHaMeHTOM, a B 

caMOM ueHTpe - cerMeHTHaJI 3Be3,lla (pHC. 2). TaKrui lKe 
3Be3,lla H306paxeHa Ha KpbIlHKe BaMneHelllCKoH KOpOOo'l­

KH (pHC. 3). AHaJIOrH'IHa5l Kop060'IKa 06HapyxeHa B 

llpyCCHH, B MOI'HJlbHHKe 3KpHTTeH (BeTpOBo-2) B norpe-
6eHHH NQ 16. 

Bee Ol1HcaHHble HaMH KOpoOO'IKH noxoXH .upyr Ha llPyra 

H CBoeH <PoPMOH, H OpHaMeHTOM. 11 BeCbl, H KOpOOo'lKJl 
xapaKTepHbI ,llJill KYI1lI.OB BCex CTpaH. Ho H3roTOBJlIDJ}f HX Ha 

Mecre. 3m XOPOlllO BHllHO I1pH cpaBHeHHH Kop060'leK, 

06HapyxeHHbIX B coce.D.HHX CTpaHax (pHC. 4). 

Kop06o'IKa OT BeCOB, 06HapyxeHHa5l B [oTJlaH.l\e 

(pHC. 5), CBOHM BHelllHHM BH,llOM O'IeHb nOXOlKa Ha 

HaxO,llKH B 3eMraJIe, TOJIbKO 'IYTb 60JIbllle ,llHaMeTpOM -

9,2 CM, H C 60JIee nbIlllHoH 3a,llBH)KKOH. liIBellcKHJi 

apxeoJIor I1HrMap 5IHCCOH, HCCJIe,llOBaBlllHH CKaH.l\W 

HaBcKHii HMnopT, 3TY Kop060'IKY OTHOCHT K HMlIOp1)' 
H3 HCJIaMCKHX KpaeB. Ell\e O,llHa Kop060'IKa TaKora TH!Ia 

BMeCTe C BecaMH 06HapyxeHa B CKaH,llHHaBHI1. B Mecr­

HOCTH PYTe. CYAR no nJIe'IHKaM BeCOB, OHH I1pl1.HanneJKaT 

V THITY H MOfYT 6blTb ,llampOBaHbI XI B. Kop060'lKa <jJop­

Mbl CnJIJOll\eHHOrO lllapa, C Bbll1YKJIOH KpblWe'lKoJi, 
v v 

YKpallleHa cerMeHTHOH 3Be3,llOH H opHaMeHTHpOBaHa reo-
MeTpH'IeCKHM MOTHBOM. 3a,llBH)KKa noxoxa Ha 3lI,QBHn}' 

Kopo60'IKH H3 bl - ee <popMa B BHlle apKH, BhI­

nYKJIa5l. CKopee Bcero o6e Kop060'IKH (H3 [oTJlaHlla H 

PYTe) MOrJIH nOl1aCTb B CKaH,llHHaBHIO KaK I1.MllOpT H3 

BOCTO'lHOH llPH6aJITHKH. 

Co 2-0H nOJIOBHHbI X BeKa B 3eMraJIe cyweCTBOBaJJ8 

rpynl1a JIJO,lleH, KOTOPa5l 06eCne'IHBaJIa peMeCJIeHHHKOB 

cblpbeMH H peaJIH30BbIBaJIa HX H3,lleJIH5l. llorpe6eHHl 

TaKHX JIJO,lleH BbI.neJI5IJOTC5I CBOHM HHBeHTapeM, 

Heo6xo.nHMbIM aTpH6YTOM HX norpe6aJIbHOrO HHBeHI3pJ 

51BJl5IJOTC5I BeCbl H rHpbKH. Becbl, H oc06eHHo HX 

Kop060'IKH, H3rOTOBAAJIHCb no 3aKa3Y KYI1UOB MeCTllhOOl 

JOBeJIHpaMH, 0 'IeM cBH.neTeJIbCTBYJOT HX q,opMa • 

opHaMeHT. O,llHOBpeMeHHo B JO)KHOH 3eMraJIe lIPOlDl­

BaJIH, pa60TaJIH H 06eCl1e'IHBaJIH npollYKllHeH CBOHX 
COnJIeMeHHHKOB 2- 3 KYnua. 

CIUICOK HJIJIIOCTPAUlfH 

PHC. 1. Becbl H Kop060'IKa ,llJl5I BeCOB 11.3 MOrnJIbHHD 

llaBHpBHTe. 

PHC. 2. Becbl H Kop060'lKa ,llJl5I BeCOB 11.3 MOrnJIbHHD 

JIHHKYBa. 
PHC. 3. Kopo6o'IKa,llJl5l BeCOB H3 MOrnJIbHl1.Ka BaMDe" 

HelllH. 

PHC. 4. BecbI H Kop060'lKa ,llJl5I Be COB C ocrpoBl 

PJOreHa. 

PHC. 5. BeCbl H3 YnnJIaH,lla H Kop060'lKa .llIDI BeCOI 
H3 [OTJlaH,lla. 
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