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mE ROLE OF FI IN NEOLITHIC RITU ACT 

LARS LARSSON 

ABSTRACT 

Massive demolition of flint and tone artefacts by 
it been found at two ite in outh-ea tern 
bIia, the southernmo t county of weden. During 

late 19805, Svart kylle was found, a site dated to 
Funnel Beaker Culture at the tran ition from the 

Ertv eolithic to the Middle Neolithic at about 3400 , 

[.At the ite fragments showed that several thin­
_ ed flint axe as well a a mall number of thin­
IIaded axes had been heavily fragmented by fire. The 
IImt flint were di tributed on a hill which has a 
ibninant po ition in the land cape. 

During an . urvey in the 1990 another 
It with fragment of flint artefact destroyed by fire 

about 17 km to the east of vartskylle. The 
It~situated on a mall plateau on the southern side 
lithe river valley. The site has been surveyed and 
ca:avation were conducted in 1998 and 1999. More 
!Un a hundred flint axe and chi el a well a a large 
IUDlber of arrowheads, scrapers and blad s were 
damaged by fire. on-flint tools such a axes and battle 

had also been broken into piece intentionally. 
The: excavation revealed a number of pit of various 
lire in which the damaged flint and stone artefacts 
Udbecn ·ted together with pottery and cru hed 
burnan bone. The material includes regional type a 
well a long-di lance items. They are dated to the 
Battle Axe Culture at c. 2300 Be. 

What expre ed at this ite differ from the de t-
ruction of ingle artefact by fire which i evident at 

ttlement ites, megalithic tombs and causewayed 
enclosure throughout the Middle Neolithic. On cer­
rain occasion de truction of flint tool eem to achie-
ve an im . effect. 

Ritual burning has a public, direct, evocative and 
magical appearance. Flint undergoes a colour tran for­
mation from natural black or grey, sometimes to red 
and finally to white. This change is similar to the cre­
mation of a human body. The de truction of material 
culture have been very obvious, and the wealth 

repre ented by the number of tool and exotics inclu­
ded must have been con iderable. 

Through find and find circumstance, Profe or 
Rimute Rimantiene, among many other aspect, has 
attributed pecial importance to the role of ritual in 
Stone Age archaeology of northern Europe. This role 
will be the subject of thi presentation. 

In her analysis of the Nida site in outh-western 
Lithuania related to the Corded Ware culture, Pro­
fessor Rimantiene de cribes a pit which di tinctly 
differed from the other hearths as regard the ize 
and the tratigraphy of the filling (Rimantiene 1989). 
She interpret the pit a a tructure related to offerings 
in which repeated fires played an important role. In 
Scandinavian Neolithic a well, fire played an impor­
tant role in rituals. 

MA SIVE DEMOLITION BY FIRE 

In south-eastern Scania, in the southernmo t part 
of Sweden, two sites have evidence of massive inten­
tional demolition by fire. During survey for eolithic 
settlement as part of re earch involving the cultural 
land cape in the 1980 one such site was found at 
Svart kylle (Fig. 1). Several thin-butted flint axe a 
well as a mall number of thin-bladed axe , flake 
crapers and blade, along with some ordinary flake , 

had been heavily fragmented by fire (Fig. 3). The axe 
types date the find to the later part of the Early Neo­
lithic, c. 3500 cal. BC (Lar son 1989). The burnt flints 
lay in four concentrations on a hill with a dominant 
po ition in the 1 (Fig. 2). 

Svartskylle is situated 12 km from the coa t. Du­
ring the Early eolithie this area a well a the coa tal 
area bore evidence of well-e tabli hed ettlement 
(Larsson, M., 1991). The area in between wa par ely 
settled and probably used as hunting ground and 
pasture land (Berglund, 1991). 

During the extensive revised survey of monuments 
carried out in cania during 1990s, fire-damaged flint 
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Fig. 1. Southern Scandinavia (top) and Scania - southern­
most part of Sweden (bottom) - with the sites mentioned 
in the text. 

artefacts were spotted in a field at Kverrestad about 17 
krn east of the previously mentioned site and at about 
the same distance - about 15 km - from the sea (Fig. 1). 
Just like the site at Svartskylle, this new site is situated in 
a pecific setting. A river valley at Kverrestad run from 
east to west, delimited to the south by a marked ridge. 
The site is situated on a small plateau on the southern 
side of the river valley (Fig. 4) with marked slopes on 
three sides and with a wetland below the site. The 
bedrock at the site is made up of slate. In the main part 
of the excavated area the bedrock is covered only by a 
thin layer of clayish sand which equals the plough zone. 
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Fig. 2. Top : The topography ot til e surroundings 
Svartskyll e, south-eastern Scania. Legend; 1: 45-49 
2: 49- 54 m a.s. l. , 3: 55- 59 m a.s.l. , 4: 60-64 m a.5.1., 5: 
m a.s.l., 6: 70-74 m a.s. l, 7: 75-79 III a.s.l. and 8: 
The delimited area in the centre is enlarged below 
location of the four areas with concentrations of 
destroyed by fi reo 

Fire-damaged flints could be found onlhe platca 
within an area of approximately 70x70 m. The sit 
was surveyed on several occasions, when every fiId 
was recorded in order to determine patterns in. 
spatial distribution. 

Excavations were carried out at Kverrestad . 
1998 and 1999. They revealed a number of pits 
varying size and depth in which damaged flint 
stone artefacts had been deposited together with 
considerab le amount of fragme ntary pottery. 
large t pit was about 4 m long, the horte tless 
0.5 m. The depth varied from more than a metre ID 
less than ten centimetres below the topsoil. 
were made throughout the filling which show thai 
the artefacts were depo ited during the entire 
of filling in the pits. A small number of burnt 
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Fig. 3. Artefacts from Svartskylle destroyed by fire. Fragments of thin-butted flint axes (1,3- 6), fragment of a thin-bladed 
axe (2) and fragment of a flake scraper (7). 1 :2. 

bones, intentionally cracked into small piece, were 
also found. 

The distribution of surface finds does not coincide 
with the spread of pits filled with deposition remains 
(Fig. 5). These pits had been cut into the soft bedrock 
and the contents has been protected during later 
ploughing. At the northern edge of the site an area 

has been protected from deep ploughing, due to large 
stones in the moraine just below the present surface. 
In this part a layer, probably part of the Neolithic 
surface, with a mixture of artefacts ha been preserved. 
When excavated it gave an insight into the circum tan­
ces of deposition. Although find were made throug­
hout the layer, concentrations of artefacts were found 
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Fig. 4. The location of the site at Kverrestad on a on a .small 
plateau in the centre of the picture on the southern side of 
a river valley. 

in small pits which seem to have been dug just ten to 
twenty centimetres below the original surface. In other 
parts of the site shallow pits like this has been dest­
royed by ploughing at least hundreds, perhaps thou­
sands of years ago. 

Fragments from about a hundred thick-butted 
hollow-ground axes (Fig. 6: 1-2) and chisels (Fig. 6: 
3) have been found, as well as a small number of thin­
bladed axes (Fig. 6: 4). There is a variety in the degree 
of final polishing of the axes. A small number have a 
intense smooth polishing of the entire body while ot­
hers have polishing concentrated on the edge. Axes 
in earlier manufacturing stages without polishing are 
also found. Among the arrowheads, tanged arrow­
heads of the late so-called D-type have been identified 
(Fig. 6: 9), as well as pressure-flaked projectile points. 
Some are leaf-shaped (Fig. 6: 7) while others have a 
marked tang (Fig. 6: 8). These types of points have 
not been identified in southern Sweden before. Howe­
ver a small number have been found in Denmark , 
(Ebbe en, 1980) and interpreted as imports from t~e 
Oder area or further to the south. They are present 111 

the Battle Axe culture of the upper Oder area. The 
finds from Kverrestad make up the large t collection 
of such points in Scandinavia with about thirty examp­
les. Fragments of a prototype of daggers, known a 
feeding-knives (Nielsen, 1976), have been identified 
as well (Fig. 6: 10). Flake scrapers and large blades 
have also been damaged by fire (Fig. 6: 6). 

Not only flint tools were damaged by fire, however. 
The damaged finds include flakes from an early stage 
of tool production, as they show a considerable cover 
of lime cortex. Fragments of flint cores have also been 
identified. Non-flint tools such as thick-butted axes 
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(Fig. 6: 5) and battle axes (Fig. 7: 2-3) have beeneXI»' 
sed to fire. Cracks due to intense heat facilitated lalel 
fragmentation of these stone tools. Among the fllllk 
there are battle axes of regional types as well as ofl 
late type from the West Danish Single Grave culture 
(Fig. 7: 1). However, the most numerous findsofstonc 
axes are thick-butted axes with a somewhat conCM 
polishing of the narrow sides (Fig. 7: 5). The stollC 
axes have not only been broken to piece, they have 
also been subjected to demolition, such as destructial 
of the edge. 

Clay vessels, mainly of a semicircular shape IX 

rounded with no marked tran ition between thebe~ 
and the neck, decorated with large zigzags on thebe~ 
and horizontal impressions just below the rim, allo 
occur (Fig. 7: 4-7). The decoration is made by cord. 
twisted cord and comb stamps. Due to the fragmentary 
state, the number of vessels is difficult to calculate. 

The dating to the latest part of the Battle AgeOJl. 
ture is in good agreement with all the finds. A radio­
carbon dating from one of the pits, 3860±75 BP(Up-
14883), c. 2300 cal. BC, coincides well with otherda~ 
with a similar find context (Vandkilde, 1996, 166). 

Of special interest is the degree of exposure to 
fire shown by the different tool types. While more than 
90% of the axe finds display changes by fire, two·thirds 
of the scrapers, half of the tanged arrowheads and 
one-third of the arrowheads made by pre sure-flaking 
have the ame alteration by fire. These marked diffe· 
rences indicate an intentional selection of which type 
of tool to put in fire and which not to. However, apart 
for a number of arrowheads, all the tools are ina 
fragmentary state. 

In a Scandinavian perspective, Kverrestad and 
Svartskylle seem to be the only two sites where the 
mass destruction by fire has been detected. The fact 
that the offerings at Svartskylle and Kverrestad are 
the result of short-term activities indicates that they 
should be regarded as completed depositions of mass 
material. These seem to have been of exceptional size 
and intended to impress human as well as metaph~ 
cal beings. The destruction of material culture should 
have been very obvious and the wealth represented 
by the number of tools and exotics included must have 
been considerable. 

This type of public sacrifice of rare objects and 
with a direct effect may have been practised on specii 
occasions, probably in combination with external (I 
internal threats. In addition this could be an act which 
was primarily meant to legitimate power by impress", 
representatives of another community. 
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Fig. 5. The distribution of finds and features at Kverrestad. Legend: 1: pits with finds, 2: pits with a clay filling, 3: area with 
a thin plough zone, 4: field-road, 5: field boundary, 6: surface finds . 
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BURIALS AND FIRE 

Although the time difference between Svartskylle 
and Kverrestad is more than a millennium, there are 
other find in the neighbourhood which might partly 
bridge the time gap. Outside two megalithic lambs in 
south-eastern Scania, feature have been excavated 
which included flint tools exposed to fire . Eleven small 
concentrations of burnt human bone , including axes 
and chisels damaged or destroyed by fire , were found 
on the stone setting in front of the Trollasten dolmen 
(Stromberg, 1968). In some cases part of the same 
axe originate from different concentrations. Axes 
without poli hing were damaged by fire as well. Some 

axes had been broken into pieces but not altered by 
fire. Arrowheads and blades were exposed to fire. 

Nine small pits outside the passage of the mega­
lithic tomb of Ramshog contained a filling of soot, 
cremated human bones and burnt flint artefacts 
(Stromberg, 1971). In some pits fragment of axes 
destroyed by fire were found. One pit held an axe 
without trace of fire but with the edge intentionally 
damaged. 

At both sites the majority of axes are thin-bladed. 
These as well as other finds date the features to the 
late Funnel Beaker culture. The features and their 
contents are interpreted as remains of rituals. They 
show that the activities which are represented in 
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Fig. 8. Top: Plan and profile of the grave at Ullstorp, southern Scania, dated to the late Battle Axe culture. Legend: I 
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Kl'eTrestad were based on a tradition that belongs to 
the late Funnel Beaker culture. Similar finds are 
lacking from the earlier use of megalithic tombs. 

Destruction of tools by fire is relatively frequent 
at ites throughout the Neolithic (Karsten, 1994). The 
de truction of flint artefacts by fire seems to be less 
common in burial contexts dated to the Early and 
\\iddle Neolithic. However, during a late part of the 
Funnel Beaker culture axes destroyed by fire are found 
outside the entrances to megalithic tombs. 

De truction by fire is not common in the context 
of burials from the Battle Axe culture (Hansen, 1917; 
Christiansson, 1953; Maimer, 1962; Sarlvik & Jonsater, 
1974). However, recent excavations have shown that 
cremation as well as other uses of fire in the mortuary 
practices are more common than previously thought. 
At Ullstorp, not more than 5 km to the west of Kver­
re tad, a grave has been excavated with features 
related to burning. The grave includes a pit 2.4 111 long 
containing two burials (Fig. 8). Six post-holes was iden­
tified around the pit, which proves that a wooden 
construction was erected above the grave pit and the 
wooden coffin in which the interred was placed. The 
post· holes were the foundation of a rectangular tent­
shaped structure. Rites connected with the burial ritual 
included the deposition or scattering of pottery in the 
building. Thereafter it was burnt down and a stone 
frame constructed around the graves, with a layer of 
tone placed on the coffin. The pit was then refilled. 
Neither skeletons, parts of skeletons nor grave goods 
were exposed to heat because of firing. The grave was 
dated to 3850±90 BP (Lu-2554). 

At the cemetery of Lbderup, south-eastern Scania, 
a concentration of soot was found in the grave pit but 
out ide the area marked by the colouring of a coffin 
dated to the Battle Axe culture (Stromberg, 1975, 26). 
Burnt bones were also found in thi soot concentration. 

In the same cemetery a concentration of soot was 
found in a large grave pit of which the coffin occupied 
a mall part. The sand below was coloured red by heat, 
which is evidence of a fire burning in the pit (Strom­
berg, 1975, 41 f.). Charcoal from the fireplace was da­
ted to 3860±60 BP (Lu-658). 

At Turinge in eastern central Sweden a mortuary 
structure was excavated (Bratt et al. 1994; Lindstrom, 
1995). Four posts and a shallow trench between the 
po ts delimited an area of 4.6 x 2.8 m. J n the trench 
mall pits contained cremated human bone, pottery 

and flint axes. The artefact had not been exposed to 
fire. The bones belong to young as well as old indi­
viduals. Most bones had been cracked to pieces. 
However, the buried people must have been cremated 
elsewhere. Of special interest is that none of the grave 

goods were exposed to fire. However, a pit nearby 
contained pieces of burnt flint. 

A similar structure with a trench delimiting an area 
measuring 3.8 x 2.6 m was excavated at Bollbacken in 
eastern central Sweden (Artursson, 1998) (Fig. 1). The 
trench was the foundation for a kind of mortuary 
tructure at a settlement dating to the late phase of 

Pitted Ware culture. In the trench as well as in two 
large post-holes inside the structure, cremated human 
bones as well as dog bones were found. Close to the 
mortuary structure a pit containing cremated human 
bones was found. 

Despite the presence of cremated human bones 
in Kverrestad, the deposition cannot be regarded as a 
true grave deposition. No other grave-good deposi­
tions show any similarities to the number of tools and 
vessels found. Another indication is the absence of 
unpolished axes in graves, while several axes deposited 
in Kverrestad were unpolished, just like axes in other 
kinds of offerings such as the large number in wetlands. 

Cremated human bones do appear in many other 
circumstances. One example is the ob ervations made 
during the excavation of the initial causewayed enclo­
sure at Sarup on south-western Funen, Denmark. 
Burnt human bones were found clo e to the palisade 
of the first enclosure at the same site (Andersen, 1997, 
62). Cremated human bones were also found in two 
post-holes of a small structure made of altogether four 
posts in connection with the second stage of the 
causewayed enclosure (Andersen, 1997, Fig. 117). 

In cases like Sarup and Kverrestad, parts of hu­
mans seem to have been an active component of the 
ritual use of fire as well as the deposition. Parts of the 
same human body might have been deposited during 
different activities and at different sites related to the 
society. Through deposition and different media such 
as soil , water and fire, the human body was transferred 
to the supernatural world. In such a way the deposition 
of some pcople might have enclosed the entire space 
in which they played an active part during their lifetime. 

RITUAL BURNING IN DIFFERENT 
PERSPECTIVES 

Ritually significant burning is evident in connec­
tion with settlement sites from the Battle Axe culture 
as well (Larsson, 1992). At the excavation of a settle­
ment from the late part of the Battle Axe culture at 
Kabusa, 14 km to the south-west of Kverrestad and 
situated rather close to the shore of the Baltic Sea 
(Fig. 1), remains of a hou e as well as pits were found 
(Larsson, 1992). The sand at one of the pits showed 
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Fig. 9. The wooden platform at Alvastra, central southern 
Sweden, from the late Middle Neolithic. 

traces of intensive fire, as it was been partly coloured 
red. Its contents were charcoal and burnt hazelnut 
shells as well as sherds of pottery. 

But traces of intentional fire appear in many other 
cases during the Middle Neolithic. The pile d~~lling 
from the Middle Neolithic at Alvastra, western Oster­
gotland (Fig. 1), include remains of ritual acti~ities. 
The site is dated to about 2800 cal. Be. It consists of 
two square wooden platforms joined at an obliq~e 
angle (Browall, 1986). These two square parts are In 

turn divided into several rectangular "rooms", each 
with a hearth (Fig. 9). Based on dendrochronological 
studies, the pile dwelling was not used for more than 
42 years, but this included long periods when parts of 
the platform were unused. Large collections of burnt 
fruits and seeds have been found beside the hearths, 
such as crab apple, cereals and hazelnuts. Human and 
animal bones also occur. The structure has primarily 
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been viewed as an as embly place where each famiy 
had its own rectangular cell. Such a clear division 
have been needed if two social group, for exampr, 
two kin group, used the same structure for activitiJ 
of a sacral character. The site includes 
characteristic of the Pitted Ware culture as well as tic 
Funnel Beaker culture (Browall , 1991). 

Fire in ritual acts connected with settlements 
by no mean restricted to the Middle Neolithic.ln~ 
tional burning is thought to be the most plausible 
interpretation for the remains of a house at SkUJDo 

parberget from south-ea tern central Sweden, dated 
to the Early Neolithic (Apel et al., 1997) (Fig. 1). Wbca 
houses were destroyed, culture was in a way traJlo 
formed back into the nature from which the buildq 
material originated. 

At several Neolithic ites in south-east Eur~ 
houses, destruction by fire can be found (StevanO'li, 
1997). The e hou es have previously been interprelt4 
as destroyed by accidental fire. The number ofhoU!CI 
in question and the way they have burnt down migl 
give the e finds another meaning. The fire wa inlell­
tional and a formal way to end the use of a house lO 
show the social and material continuity of eolitli 
society. 

Accidental fires of houses cannot be ruled 0Ii 

However, traces of temperatures higher than reached 
in accidental fires have been observed. The conteDII 
and the arrangement of tools within the houses signify 
deliberate depositions which were included when \be 
houses were killed by fire (Chapman, 1999). In_ 
ca es skeletons were included in these hou es.lt miglt 
be ju tifiable to regard the burnt house as "mortU31J 
sets", even if there is no body in the house (Chapmaa, 
1999, 121). 

The habit of intentionally destroying structl1RS 
and clay artefacts by fire can be found a early as \be 
Upper Palaeolithic. In Dolni Vestonice in the Czech 
Republic, clay figures cracked in pieces when exposed 
to fire (Soffer et al., 1993). The e may have exploded 
when heated. The number of fragmented clay figurrs 
is a strong indication of intentional de truction.11l 
same procedures took place in the Funnel Beaker 
culture and Pitted Ware culture of Sweden (Janzoo, 
1983,10) as most zoomorphic figures are in fragmeoll 
This is also the case for anthropomorphic figurinesil 
the Finni h Neolithic (Kivikoski, 1964, 65). 

Alteration of flint by fire is practised in othercir· 
cumstances. Large quantities of unworked flint m 
often found in connection with megalithic tombs. 
Burnt flint is found mixed with clay which covers \be 
orthostats and sometimes the entire chamber. In tbel 
cases the flint has been interpreted as constituting a 



lIlerial with a special quality, namely, the ability to 
80rb moisture in order to keep the chamber dry 
Stnimberg, 1971). Another purpo e relates to the 
aesthetic quality of burnt flint the white colour. A 
lbicklayerofburnt flint covered the surface along the 
wthem side of a passage grave, Kong Svends H, j, 
00 the Dani h island of Lolland (Fig. 1). Based on 
tbe amount of finds from some test pits, between 4 
md5 tons of burnt flint were used (Dehn et at., 1995). 

AXES AND FIRE 

That axes represent the majority of finds at Kver­
restad a well as Svartskylle is by no means remarkable. 
Axe seem to be the most used component in many 
activities of ritual relations during the Neolithic. ]n 
the large number of votive depositions in wetland of 
southern Scandinavia, axes make up the majority of 
finds (Karsten, 1994; Nielsen, 1985). Burnt axes rarely 
appear in wetland depositions. An excavation of a 

bog near Hindby in south-western Scania (Fig. 1) 
}lelded remains of votive practice running through the 
Late Mesolithic, most of the Neolithic and into the 
Bronze Age (Svensson 1993). There are examples of 
axes deposited in pairs, a very common form of wet-
land depositions, but it is more common to find combi-

. of tools, sometimes broken up before deposi-
tion, as well as bones of animal or humans uch as a 
depo ition of a burnt fragment of an axe, two human 
bones and three pig eye-teeth. 

As already mentioned, single axes or small num­
bers of burnt axes have been found associated with 
megalithic tombs. 

In some settlement sites axes have the highest 
percentage of traces offire while other tool types show 
less fire damage (Karsten, 1994, 157 ft.). 

During the late part of the Middle Neolithic, finds 
from the Pitted Ware culture contemporaneous with 
the Battle Age culture provide examples of destruction 
involving axes. Of the axe fragments from the late 

• • 

Pitted Ware culture site at Jonstorp RA in north-wes-
tern Scania (Fig. 1), about two-thirds had been expo­
ed to fire (MaImer, 1969, 14). Of the axe fragments 

from the excavation, 6% have no polish. But in the 
surface collection from the same site 21 % of the axe 
fragments are not polished. The interpretation is that 
offerings of unpolished axes in which fire wa involved 
were performed in the neighbourhood of the settle­
ment, and later spread by ploughing. 

The Alvastra pile dwelling mentioned above 
contains the largest number of double-edged stone 
axes from any site in Sweden. Of forty axes ju t one is 

finished while the others are preforms or fragments. 
Most have a weathered surface and fragments of a 
longitudinal break are present. Of the entire flint axes 
or large pieces of axes, most examples show effects of 
fire alteration (B rowa II , 1991). The shape of some 
fragment of double-edged stone axes might be caused 
by intentional contact with fire followed by fragmen­
tation. As shown in Kverrestad stone artefacts expo ed 
to fire have been cracked longitudinally and are more 
fragile to weathering. 

In the Funnel Beaker culture cremated human 
bones as well as axes exposed to fire appear in several 
different contexts such as settlement sites, graves, 
causewayed enclosures and wetland offerings. Bones 
and axes might have acted within a common co mology 
but used as agents in different rituals. 

FIRE - DESTROYER AND CREATOR 

There is a very marked difference in the attitude 
towards burning compared with offering in wetlands 
which was very frequent in southern Scandinavia 
(Karsten, 1994). In wetlands the deposition of artefacts 
does not change their function. In the former, the 
destruction of the artefact is easily visible at the point 
when the practical function of the tool ceases to exist. 
Fire is the destroyer. Destruction by fire had a direct 
visual as well as an auditory impact. Flint explodes 
with a distinct sound. The artefact undergoes 
remarkable and rapid changes during the act. A colour 
transformation takes place from natural black or grey 
to white. Some changes are similar to the cremation 
of a human body when the colour of the bones changes 
to white. Ritual burning has a public, direct, evocative 
and even more magical appearance. 

Fire a a medium for transformations connected 
to rites de passage has mainly been applied to the 
mortuary practice but has also been used in many other 
circumstances (van Gennep, 1909; Douglas, 1966; 
Block, 1971; Perles, 1977; Huntington & Metcalf, 
1979). Fire was the destroyer but at the same time the 
creator. 

Fire as a reproductive medium has recognised at 
least from the Early Mesolithic. During that period, 
burning of the zone of reeds surrounding lakes was 
carried out on a regular basis (Mellars & Dark, 1998). 
During the Late Mesolithic in Great Britain there are 
strong indications of burning the primal forest in order 
to increase the grazing and browsing and thereby the 
number of prey (Simons, 1996). This method of 
improvement wa known long before swidden was 
practised in connection with agriculture. 
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The depo ition of artefacts recorded at Kverrestad 
is a ritual practice which seems to be a part of a procc 
with several analogies during the Neolithic. The first ones 
are probably the destruction by fire of the pali ade of 
po ts in front of the grave which was then covered with 
oil - the first stage in the con truction of earthen long 

barrows during the earliest part of the Neolithic (Larsson 
2000). There are examples of firing around orne of the 
earliest tone chambers in long dolmens which were 
totally covered by earth (Ebbesen 1990, 58). There are 
everal example in megalithic tomb where layer of 

stones cover the deposition of intentionally 
pottery and other represen tatives of the material culllD! 
orne of which combined with fire. After the 
tage when the artefacts were from this to 

upernatural world, they might have been regarded . 
dangerou or even evil to the existing ociety. Th 
simplest way to get rid of this material was to COVeT. 

order to prevent contact with members of thc . 
This practice is not much different from the mortUII 
practice related to dead members of the society. So in 
way the artefacts at Kverrestad were actually buried 

REFERENCES 

Ander en N. H., 1997 - The Sarup Enclo ure . The 
Funnel Beaker Culture of the Sarup ite including two 
cau ewayed camp compared to the contemporary 
settlements in the area and other European enclo ure II 
Jutland Archaeological Society Publications. Aarhus, 
1997. Vol. XXXIII:1. 

Apel J., Hadevik C. & Sundstrom L., 1997 - Burning 
down the hou e. The transformational use of fire and 
other aspects of an Early Neolithic TRB ite in eastern 
central Sweden II Tor. Uppsala, 1997. Vol. 29, p. 5-47. 

Artur son M., 1998 - Bollbacken, en en gropkera­
mi k boplat och ett gravtalt fran aldre jarnalder Raa 
258, Tortuna Va tmanland II Tryckta rapporter fran 
Arkeologikon ult AB. Upplands-Vasby, 1998. Nr. 16. 

Becker CJ., 1996 - Tragtbt£gerkulturens mellemneo­
litiske kulthuse. Fabricius, K. & Becker, C. J. Stendynge­
grave og Kulth Studier over Tragtbt£gerkulturen i 
Nordog Vestjylland II Arkt£ologiske Studier. K0benhavn, 
1996. Vol. XI, s. 277-342. 

Berglund B. E., 1991 - The Early Neolithic landsca­
pe. Landscape, land-u e, and vegetation I Berglund, B. 
E. (ed.), The cultural land cape during 6000 year in 
southern Sweden - the Ystad Project II Ecological 
Bulletins. Copenhagen, 1991. Vol. 41, p.69-70. 

Bloch M., 1971- Placing the Dead. Tomb, Ancestral 
Villages, and Kinship Organization in Madaga car. 
London, 1971. 

Bratt P., Lindstrom J. & Lundstrom A., 1994 -
Dodshu et fran stridsyxetid. Stockholm Uins museum. 
Stockholm, 1994. 

Browall H., 1986 - AJvastra palbyggnad: ocial och 
ekonomisk bas II Theses and Papers in orth-European 
Archaeology. Stockholm, 1986. Vol. 8. 

Browall H., 1991 - Om forhallandet mellan trattba­
garkultur och gropkerami k kultur II Browall, H., 
p. & Sjogren, K-G. (ed .), Va tsven ka stenalder studier. 
Gotarc Serie C 8. Goteborg, 1991 , s. 111-142. 

Chapman J., 1999 - Deliberate house-burning in the 
prehistory of Central and Eastern Europe II Gu taI on, 
A. & Karl on, H. (ed .), Glyfer och arkeologi ka rum-

186 

en vanbok till Jarl ordbladh. Gotarc Serie A: 
Goteborg, 1999, . 113-126. 

Chri tiansson H., 1953 - Hyllingefyndet och Bm 
16 i minatyrutfOrande II Fornvannen. Stockholm, 1953~· 
3, s. 65-83. 

Dehn T .. , Hansen S. & Kaul F., 1995 - Kong Sveld 
H0j. Restaureringer og under 0gel er pa Lolland I~' 
Stenaldergrave i Danmark 1. K0benhavn, 1995. 

Dougla M., 1966 - Purity and danger. An 
of the concept of pollution and taboo. London, 1966. 

Ebbe en K., 1980 - En Oldtidsh0j ved Sy tofu 
Lolland-Falster Stiftsmuseums ar krift. Maribo, 
s. 13-33. 

Ebbe en K., 1990 - The Long Dolmen at Groftt. 
South-We t Zealand II Journal of Dani h ArchaeolQg! 
1990. Vol. 7, s. 53-69. 

E, 1917 - Nagra Hn stenlli:r 
Fornvannen. tockholm, 1917, . 67-89. 

Huntington R. & MetcalfP., 1979-CelebrationofDea 
The anthropology of mortuary ritual. Cambridge, 1979. 

Janzon G., 1983 - Zoomorphic clay figurine anj 

from Ire, Hangvar pari h, Gotland II Fornvannca 
Stockholm, 19 3, . 1-20. 

Karsten P., 1994 - AU ka ta yxan i jon. En studE 
over rituell tradition och forandring utifran kan u 
neoliti ka offerfynd II Acta Archaeologica Lundensil. 
Lund, 1994. Vol. 8:23. 

Kivikoski E., 1964 - Finlands fOrhistoria. Stockholm 
1964. 

Lar son L., 19 8 - Mortuary Building above Stone 
Age Grave. A Grave from the Battle Axe Culture at VI&. 
torp, Southern cania, Sweden II Paper of the Archaeo­
logical In titute University of Lund. Lund, 1 Vol.' 
(19 7-19 ), p. 1-98. 

Larsson L., 19 9 - Brandopfer. Der friihneolithisdr 
Fundplatz Svartskylle im siidlichen chonen, chweden 
Acta Archaeologica. Copenhagen, 19 9. Vol. 59, s. 143-151 

Lar son L., (ed.) 2000 - Llinghogar. De aldsta monu­
mentala gravmonumenten i yd ven kt Neolitikum. b 
pre s. 

I 
I 

• 
I 



Larsson M., 1992 - The Early and Middle Neolithic 
f1mnel Beaker Culture in the Ystad area (Southern Sca-
1ia).Economic and social change, 3100-2300 BC II Acta 
Archaeologica Lundensia. Lund, 1992. Vol. 4: 19, p. 17-
~. 

Lindstrom J., 1995 - Glantan - dodshuset fdin 
.ndsyxetid II Sormlandsbygden 1995, s. 59- 70. 

Maimer M. P., 1969 - Gropkeramikboplatsen Jons-.. 
krpRA I! Antikvariskt Arkiv. Stockholm, 1969. Vol. 36. 

MeUars P. & Dark P., 1998 - Summary and Conc­
I! Mellars, P. & Dark, P. (eds.), Star Carr in 

Context. Cambridge, 1998, p. 209-214. 
Nielsen P. 0., 1976 - De sakaldte 'madknive' at flint II . 

Aarb0ger for nordisk Oldkyndighed og Hi torie 1974. 
Kebenhavn, 1976, s. 104-118. 

Nielsen P. 0., 1985 - Neolithic Hoards from Den­
mark I! Kristiansen, K. (ed.), Archaeological Formation 
Processes. The representativity of archaeological remains 
!rom Danish prehistory. K0benhavn, 1985, s. 102-109. 

Perles C., 1977 - Prehistoire du feu. Paris, 1977. 
Rimantiene R., 1989 - Nida. Sem!i4 balt4 gyvenviete. 

V'~nius, 1989. 
I. & Jonsater M., 1974 - Prastgardskulle i 

Veddinge. Undersokning av en forhistorisk gravhog II 
\'Mbergs Museums arsbok. Varberg, 1974, p. 85-94. 

Simmons I.G., 1996 - The Environmental Impact of 
Later Mesolithic Cultures: the Creation of Moorland 

Landscapes in England and Wales. Edinburgh, 1996. 
SofTer 0., Vandiver P., Klima B. & Svoboda J., 1993 -

The Pyrotecbnology of Performance Art: Moravian Ve­
nuses and Wolverines II Knecht, H., Pike-Tay, A. & White, 
R. (eds.), Before Lascaux. The Complex Record of the 
Early Upper Paleolithic Boca Raton. 1993, p. 259-275 . 

Stavanovic M., 1997 - The Age of Clay: The Social 
Dynamics of House Destruction II Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology. New York, 1997. Vol. 16, p. 334-395. 

Stromberg M., 1968 - Der Dolmen Trollasten in St. 
Kopinge, Schonen II Acta Archaeologica Lundensia. 
Lund, 1968. Vol. 8:7. 

Stromberg M., 1971 - Die Megalithgraber von 
Hagestad. Zur Problematik von Grabbauten und 
Grabriten II Acta Archaeologica Lundensia. Lund, 1971. 
Vol. 8:9. 

Stromberg M., 1975 - Studien zu einem Graberfeldt 
in LOderup. Grabsitte- Kontinuitet-Sozialstruktur II Acta 
Archaeologica Lundensia. Lund, 1975. Vol. 8:10. 

Svensson M., 1993 - Hindby offerkarr - en ovanlig 
och komplicerad fyndplats II Fynd. Goteborg, 1993. Vol. 
1, s. 5-11. 

Vandkilde H., 1996 - From Stone to Bronze. The 
metalwork of the Late Neolithic and earliest Bronze Age 
in Denmark II Jutland Archaeological Society Publica­
tions. Aarhus, 1996. Vol. XXXII. 

van Gennep A., 1909- Les Rites de Passage. Paris, 1909 . 

• 
UGNIES VAIDMUO RITUALINESE NEOLITO APEIGOSE 

Lars Larsson 

Santrauka 

Tyrinejant dvi neolito gyvenvietes Skanios pietvaka-
v 

rineje dalyje, Piet4 Svedijoje, aptikta ugnies apnaikint4 
akmenini4 ir titnagini4 dirbini4. Ankstyvojo-vidurinio 
neolito Piltuvelini4 tauri4 kulturos gyvenvieteje Svarts­
kylle, datuojamoje apie 3500 m. pr. Kr., buvo surasta kele­
tas titnagini4 kirvi4, pabuvojusi4 ugnyje. Apdegy titna­
giniai radiniai buvo pasklidy ant kalvos, dominuojanCios 
apylinkeje. 

1998 ir 1999 m. 17 km i rytus nuo Svartskylle gyven­
vietes buvo tyrinetas kitas paminklas su apdegusiai 
titnaginiais dirbiniais. Kverrestad gyvenvieteje buvo 
aptikta per 100 titnagini4 kirvi4 ir skobt4 bei daugybe 

streli4 antgali4, gremztuk4, skelci4, pabuvojusi4 ugnyje. 
Surasta taip pat ugnies apnaikint4 akmenini4 darbo bei 
kovos kirvi4. Kasinejim4 metu gyvenvieteje buvo aptiktos 
ivairi4 matmen4 duobes, kuriose kartu su apdegusiais 
dirbiniais urasta keramikos fragment4 ir suskaldyt4 
zmoni4 kaul4. Gyvenviete datuota 2300 m. pr. Kr. ir 
priklauso Kovos kirvi4 kulturai. Tarp sudegint4 dirbini4 
tiP4 siose ir kitose neolito gyvenvietese vyrauja titnaginiai 
ir akmeniniai kirviai - svarblis to meto zmoni4 irankiai 
bei ginklai. Titnagini4 ir akmenini4 dirbini4 deginimas 
buvo neatsitiktinis reiskinys, turejys aiski'l magisk'l pras­
my ir susijys su zmoni4 kremacijos paproCiu. 
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v 

ILiUSTRACIJlj SI\RASAS 

1 pay. Piet4 SkandinaYija (yirsuje) ir Skanija -
didesne piet4 Syedijos dalis (apacioje) - su tekste mini­
mais archeologiniais paminklais. 

2 pay. Virsuje: Syartskylle (pietryCi4 Skanija) apylin­
ki4 topografija. Uhasai; 1: 45-49 m a.s.l., 2 - 49- 54 m a.s.l., 
3 - 55-59 m a.s.l., 4 - 60-64 m a.s.l., 5 - 65--69 m a.s.l., 6 -
70-74 m a.s.l., 7 - 75-79 m a.s.l. ir 8 - dregna zeme. 
Atribotas plotas centre yra paplatintas i apaciq, iterpus 

' keturis plot us su ugnies sunaikinto titnago koncent-
• • • 

raclJomls. 
3 pay. Ugnies apgadinti dirbiniai is SYartskylle. Plono 

galo titnagini4 kirvuk4 fragmentai (1,3-6), plono asmens 
kirvuk4 fragmentas (2) ir gremztllko fragmentas (7). 1:2. 

4 pay. Archeo loginio paminklo Kyerestad issides­
tymas mazoje Iygumoje payeikslo yidllryje pietineje upes 
slenio dalyje. 

5 pay. Radini4 ir kliltiirines yeiklos pedsak4 pa i kirs­
tymas Kyerestade. Uhasai: 1. Duobes su radiniais, 2 -
dllobes Sll molio lIzpildu, 3 - plotas su plona isarta zona, 

4 - kasamo lauko takas, 5 - lallko riba, 6 - pavirSi311 
radiniai. 

6 pay. Dirbiniai is Kyerestado. 1-2: storo galo~. 
nagini4 kirvuk4 fragmentai, 3: kalto fragmenlas, 4: plOJr 
galo titnaginio kirvuko fragmentas, 5: storo galo akJJr. 
ninio kirvuko fragmentas, 6: keltes fragmenta , 7~· 
ieties formos slreli4 antgaliai, 9: ikotiniai streli4 antgall 
ir 10: pirmykscio durklo fragmentai. 1 :2. 

7 pay. Dirbiniai is Kyerestado. 1-3: kOYini4 ki!\'lw 
fragmentai ir 4-7: keraminiai indai. 1:2. 

8 pay. VirslIje: Kapo Uistorpe, Piet4 Skanija, dat\i) 
jamo yelyyqja yirvelines keramiko kulliira, planas l 
profi lis. Legenda: 1: isardytas sluoksnis, 2: svic us, 
maisytas su juodzemiu uzpildas, 3: tamsus, sumaisytas 
juodzemiu uzpilda , 4: medienos spalYinimas, 5: smell 
sllmaisytas SU medzio anglimi ir suodiiais, 6: tamsu ruda! 
smelis, 7: moli ,sllmaisytas su smeliu, ir 8: mcdzio 

9 pay. Vidurinio neolito pabaigos medine platfonm 
v 

is A lyastros, centrine piet4 Svedijos dalis. 

POJIb OfHH B HEOJIllTWIECKJIX PllTY AJIbHbIX OEP 

JIape JIapeeoH 

Pe310Me 

I1pw WCCJle.uOBaHYUI .uByx HeOJlWnrl.JeclOI.X nOCeJleHH H 
B IOrOBOCTOl!HOH l!aCTH CKaHHH (JO)f(HaH UlBCUHH) 
06Hap~cHbl l<peMHCBbIe H KaMCH HbIC Opy.uI15I co CJlC.uaMH 
B03.uCi1CTBHH orHH. B nOCCJlCHHH paHHcro- cpc.uHcro 
HeOJlHTa CBapTCKHJIJIC, .uaTHpoBaHHoM 3500 JI . .u. p. X. , 
6bUlO Hai1.ucHo HCCKOJlbKO KPCMHCBbIX TonopoB, n06bI­
BaBWWX B orHC. KpeMHeBbIc HaxO.uKH 6bIJlH 06Hap~e­
Hbl Ha XOJIMe, B03BbIwaBWHMCH Ha.u OKpeCTHOCTHMH. 

1998 H 1999 rr. B 17 KM K BOCTOKY OT nOCCJleHHH 
CBapTCKWJlJle 6bIJI HCCJlc.uOBaH naMHTHHK KBcpPCCTa.u , 
B KOTOPOM 06HapY)f(eHO CBblwe 100 KpeMHeBbIx Tono­
pOB H TeCCJI, a TaK)f(e 60JlbWOC KOJlHl!CCTBO HaKOHel!-

HHKOB CTPCJI, cKpe6KOB, nJlaCTHH, n06bIBaBWI1X DOI'Il( 
Bo BpCMH paCKonoK nOCCJleHIHI 6bIJlH 06Hapy;l(eHY 
HMbI pa3J1WIHbIX pa3MepoB, B KOTOPbIX HaXOJlIIJIHC~ 

cj:lparMeHTbl KepaMwKH H pa3.up06J1eHHbIC l!CJlODe'leCKII! 
KOCTW. nOCCJlCHHC .uaTHpyeTcH 2300 JI . .u. p. X. II OTHo­
CHTCH K KYJlbTypC 60eBblx TonopOB. Cpe.uI1 COlKlKeHbIl 
H3.ueJlHH caMOC 60JlbWOC l!HCJlO COCTaBJlHIOT KpeMHeB~C 

" H KaMCHHbIC TonopbI - Ba)f(HCHWI1C Opy)lHH TpYlla K 
Op~HC JlIO.uci;j TOro BPCMCHI1. C)f(HraHHC KpeMHCBbIl 
11 KaMCHHbIX Opy.uHH 6bIJlO He CJlY'IaHHbIM HBileHlle~. 

I1MClOwWM HBHbIH Marl1l!CCKWH CMbICCJI 11 CB1I3aHH~ 
C 06bI'laCM KpCMaUI1Y1. 

c nHCOK MJIJIlOCTPAUMM 

PI1C. I. }Q)f(HaH CKaHAYlHaBI1H (BBCpXY) 11 CKaHI15I -
60JlbWaH ' IaCTb IO)f(]WH lIlacUI-H1 (BHI13y) - C ynoMw 
HYTbIMI1 B TCKCTC apXWTCKTypHbIMH naMHTHI1KaMH. 

Pwc.2. BBCPXY: Tonorpacj:lI1H oKpecTHocTCH 
CBapTCKHJIJIC (IOro-BocTo'IHaH CKaHI1H). Ha.unHCI1; I: 
45-49 m a.s.l., 2 - 49- 54 111 a.s.l., 3 - 55- 59 111 a.s.l. , 4 -
60- 64 m a.s.l., 5 - 65- 69 111 a.s.l., 6 - 70- 74 m a.s.l., 7 -
75- 79 m a.s.l. H 8 - CbIpaH 3CMJI5I. OrpaHH'IcHHaH nJlo­
Wa.ub B UCHTpC BHH3Y paCWHpCHa 'ICTbIPbMH BCTaBKaMYI 

• • C KOHueHTpaUHHMH KpeMHH, YHHl!TO)f(eHHOrO orHeM. 
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PHc.3. Vf3.uCJlI1H W3 CBapTCKI1J1JIC nOCTpanaBWHC 
OT orHH. <DparMcHTbI KpcMHeBblx TonopOB C TOHKHM 
KOHUOM, 3- 6), cj)parMCHT TonopHKa C TOHKHM ile3Bllew 
(2) H cj:lparMcHT cKpc6Ka (7). 1:2. 

PHC. 4. PacnOJlO)f(CHHC apXCOJlOrHl!CCKOrO na~u!t 
HHKa KBCPPCCTa.u Ha ManCHbKOM nJlaTO B ueHTpe Kap-

" THHbI B IO)f(HOI1 'IaCTH .uOJlHHbI pCKH. 
PHC. 5. Pacnpc.ueJleHHe Haxo.uOK 11 CJle)lOB KymTyp­

HOM .ucHTeJlbHOCTHB KBeppeCTa.ue. Ha.unHCI1: 1. 51 Mb! C 
Haxo.uKaMH , 2 - HMbl C HanOJlHHTCJleM 113 rJlHHbl, 3-



IJOlJliUlb C He rJly60KO BcnaxaHHOH 30HOH, 4 - Tpona 

!I none paCKonOK, 5 - rpaHHua nOJlJl, 6 - HaXOIlKH Ha 

lOaepXHOCTI1. 

PIIC. 6. 1131lemul H3 KBeppecra)la. 1-2: q)parMeHTbl 

~MHeBblX TonopHKOB C TonCTblM KOHUOM, 3: <jlparMeHT 

J).10Ta, 4: <jlparMeHT KpeMHeBoro TonopHKa C TOHKHM 

III!IUOM, 5: <jlparMeHT KaMeHHoro TonopHKa C TonCTblM 

IOHUOM, 6: <jlparMeHT ne3BHH, 7-8 - Konbo6pa3Hbie 

IJ3I:OHC4HI1K11 crpen, 9: HaKOHe<IHHKH CTpen C PY'lKaMH 

I 10: cpparMeHTbl nepBo6blTHoro KHHJKana. 1 :2. 
PIIC. 7. 1131lenHH H3 KBeppecTalla. 1- 3: <jlparMeHTbl 

OOeBblX TonopOB H 4-7: KepaMHllecKaH nOCYlla: 2. 

L Larsson 
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PHC. 8. BBepxy: flnaH 11 npo<jll1nb norpe6eHJ.1H B 

YnIICTOpne, IO)KHaH CKaHH5I , llaTHpyeMoro KOHUOM 

KynbTYPbl WHYPOBOH KepaMHKtl. JIereHlla: 1: pa30-

6paHHblH cnoH , 2: cBeTnblH, CMewaHHblH C <JepH03eMoM 

HanOnHI1Tenb, 3: TeMHblH , CMewaHHblH C 4epHo3eMoM 

HanonHHTenb, 4: oKpacKa IlpeBeCI1Hbl, 5: neCOK , 

CMewaHHblH C IlpeBeCHblM yrneM H Ca)KeH, 6: TeMHO­

KOpl1<IHeBbIH neCOK, 7: rJll1Ha, CMewaHHaH C neCKOM , 

H 8: IlpeBecHblH yronb. 

PHC. 9. ,llepeB5JHHaH rIJlaT<jlopMa KOHua cpellHero 

HeOmlTa H3 An Bacrpbl B ueHrpanbHoH 4aCTH IO)KHOH 

WBeUHH. 


