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INTRODUCTION

oblem of so-called “A-horizon” or “pan-Euro-
horizon™ is very actual for European archacology.
gans of identification of “A-horizon” complex
rous researchers attempt to define the early stage
¢Corded Ware Culture (CWC) and decide certain
jons concernity its genesis (Buchvaldek,1986).
nan Behrens has argued, that outside Jutland
elements of A-horizon character were only
edients of the oldest stages of regional groups of
_ (Behrens, 1997, 19-22). According to some
lars, development in different European regions
ing CWC time was rather different, and any
mon horizon in material assemblages can be
nguished (Ebbesen, 1997). It is quite possible
CWCwas independently established in different
5 0 Eumpe.

In this connection cultural phenomenon concer-
CWCin territory of Belarus represents an interest.
ieauthors attempted to argue that East-European
tures with Corded Pottery, including cultures from
arus, didn’t have a direct connection with the A-
grizon complex in contrast to CWC of Middle Euro-
(Berezanskaja S.S., Artemenko L.I., Machnik J.
).On the other hand, according to Miroslav Buch-
dek (1980) the pan-European Corded Ware horizon

-';"hn

ginated in the Upper Vistula, Upper Neman and
pper Prypet basins.

In our opinion the problem can be hardly solved
on. But the first steps made in this direction allow
510 state the fact, that there are some components
ith A-horizon and the Early Corded Ware Culture
atures in Belarus.

- SOME “A-HORIZON” COMPONENTS OF THE
EARLY CORDED WARE CULTURE IN
WESTERN BELARUS

MIKOLA KRY VALTSEVICH
ALENA KALECHYTS

COMPONENTS WITH THE A-HORIZON -

EARLY CORDED WARE CULTURE FEATURES

The most typical finds, which usually associated

with “pan-European” complex, were found by Alena
G. Kalechyts in the Motal 1 settlement ( the Jaselda
basin).

For the first time numerous stray finds were

discovered by Uladzimir E Isaenka in 1962 in the wes-
tern part of this site that had been destroyed. Alena
G. Kalechyts has excavated the western part as well
as no destroyed central territory of the Motal 1 settle-
ment in 1987-1989, 1992 (Fig. 1). The settlement was
situated on the high elevation (named “Gara™) near
500m long. “Gara” like a large island and like many
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Fig. 1. Map of the northern part of Motal-Tyshkavichy
microregion showing excavated area at Motal site 1.
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Fig. 2. Motal, site 1. A-amphora (A - side view, B - section, C — upper view) (reconstruction by M.M. Kryvaltsevi

other dune elevations of micro-region raise in the amphora could be up 360-370 mm. The necl
territory of the Jaselda marshy meadow. Several lakes  narrow, about 150-155 mm in diameter, and it
(Motal, Dzydzinne, Mulnoje etc.) are still in the straight reinforced rim. Two long horizontal h:
lowering. Maybe “Gara™ was the highest hill on the  (near 100mm long) with three lugs were on the
mentioned territory (up to 6m above the meadow). broad part of the amphora.
Cultural remains as well as the A-horizon materials [t was ornamented with a row of triangle-st
were found mainly in the light and dark gray sandy  notches along the rim, eight groups of vertical
soil at depth of 0.3-0.4m. About 200 fragments of on the shoulder part. These groups of vertical
the A-amphora (Fig. 2) located in this layer. They  were bordered and parted by vertical rows of tria
were concentrated in the area of 1x1.5 m. The Neman  shaped notches. Two rows of triangle-shaped no
Culture materials dominated on this very spot as well  in the middle part of the groups of vertical lineser
as the whole part of the Motal 1 settlement site. Ashard  a zigzag-like ornamented pattern. The upper
with cord imprints and some fragments of other amp-  mental system was supplemented by three horiz
hora (A-type?) were found on the spot of localization  lines embracing the amphora between handles i
of the A-amphora mentioned above. Some other parts  most broad part. A lot of short vertical strokes
of the investigated territory contained no numerous located between these rows.
fragments of other Corded pottery (later stages?). The outside of the amphora was compara

A-amphora (Fig. 2). It was a big-sized amphora  smooth, but only some pieces of admixture ran outin
with 410-420 mm in maximum diameter and flat  places of it. The amphora was made of clay mass

bottom (with 100mm in diameter). The height of the  small white crushed stone admixture. The surface was
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The amphora from the Motal 1 settlement is very
lar the A-horizon 1Aa amphora (according to
logy of M. Buchvaldek) (Fig. 3).
The investigators advocating the unity of A-
zon argued the 1dea of local typological division
orded pottery. They have marked out some regio-
oldest complexes: several oldest groups for the
sh Lowlands (Czebreszuk, 1996, 96-100), settle-
it type Lustrup for Single Grave Culture (Liver-
e, 1987, 102-103), group 1 for Single Grave Culture
Meklemburg-Vorpommern (Jacobs, 1991) etc.
redients of the oldest complexes and stages of
gional groups may be completely or partially
responded to A-horizon. There are some kinds of
orage pots with the short-wave mouldings among
For example, according to Ilze Loze beakers with
oit-wave mouldings were the third element of early
rded ware 1n the territory of Latvia (Loze, 1997,
3-138). A lot of pottery with short-wave mouldings
ere discovered in Sventoji 1A (Rimantené, 1980, 57-
11984, 211). Rimuté Rimantené represented Sven-
)i 1A settlement complex as well as the oldest stage
fthe Baltic Coastal Culture and regarded ‘the entire

e ——— W A e —— e e — o s o g o e

3. Distribution of A-amphorae (2) (according to M. Buchvaldek, 1986). A-amphora from Motal site 1 (1).

complex of articles peculiar to A-horizon’ (Riman-
tien¢, Cesnys, 1996, 49). According to Janusz Czeb-
reszuk one of the oldest CWC group 2 (Circumbaltic
Cultural Circle) on the Polish Lowlands had some
similar such as short-wave mouldings with finger
imprints (Czebreszuk, 1996, 96-100). The identical
pottery with short-wave muldings regarded as well as
one of the element of the settlement oldest stage (Lust-
rup type) of the Single Grave Culture (Liversage, 1987,
102-123). The same pottery was obtained on the
territory of Meklemburg — Vorpommern. It was identi-
fied as a feature of group 1. Jorn Jacobs regarded
group 1 complex as well as simultaneous with the oldest
faze of Untergrabzeit and the ‘pan -European’ horizon
(Jacobs, 1991).

As follows from the material mentioned above
the same pots may be regarded as one of the important
component of the Early Corded Ware complex. Shards
with short-wave mouldings were discovered in the Late
Neolithic habitation sites in the territory of Western
Belarus. This pottery was represented in such settle-
ments as Motal site 18 in the Jaselda basin (excavation
of A.G. Kalechyts) (Fig. 4: 6), Kamen site 2 on the
Bobryk river (excavated by Y.E Isaenka) (Fig. 4: 4),

169



bbb 2. 3
Resueslmanmindismd B 33 1

Fig. 4. Some kinds of sherds with short-wave mouldings from Western Belarus (1 — Skema; 2-3 — Lichytsy site
Kamen site 2; 6 — Motal site 18) and from the Upper Dnieper ( 7 — Strumen, according to A.G. Kalechyts, 1987

fragment of the beaker from Gneuchytsy.

Skema near lake Narach (excavated by M.M. Char-
niauski) (Fig. 4: 1), Lichytsy site 2 (Yapusiycki,
Kyapawoy, Jlinuiukas, 1996, 73-74) (Fig. 4: 2, 3),
Rusakovichy site 7 in the Upper Neman (excavation
of M.M. Charniauski, information of Vadzim L. Laki-
za) etc.

Most of the pots contained sand and chamotte
admixture, although several were made of clay mass
without any visible admixture. It was comparatively
thick-wall, massive and big-sized pottery. Their outsi-
des were comparatively smooth or have some traces
of rubbing (Kamen) (Fig. 4: 4). The shards were deco-

rated by short-wave mouldings have made by finger

170

imprints bellow the rims. Their upper edges us
had finger imprints.

This kind of pottery occurred there always
admixture in predominant but obviously earli¢
partly simultaneous?) pottery of autochthonous
lithic Neman Culture. Sometimes some corded p
(with the features of later stage?) were met there
habitation sites mentioned above were situals
conditions that were usual for the Late Neolithice
on sand elevations in the territory of meadows (§
Skema, Rusakovichy), along the edges of low ter
(Kamen, Lichytsy). Usually the settlement site
such kind of pottery were situated in lowlands,
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. Some sites with A-horizon — Early Corded Ware
re components in Western Belarus: 1 — Motal site 1; 2 -
site 18; 3 - Kamen site 2; 4 — Rusakovichy site 7; 5 -
sy site 2; 6 — Gneuchytsy; 7 — Skema.

ywere closely connected with some lakes (Motal,
en, Skema).

The same kind of big pots was found in the Upper
eper basin besides Western Belarus. For example
. Kalechyts discovered the similar pot-type in the
iral layer of the Neolithic-Bronze Age Strumen
ement site (Kaneunu, 1987, puc. 57) (Fig. 4: 7). The
tical big pot with two rows with short-wave
puldings below the rim was founded near the Dnie-
by M.M. Kryvaltsevich in the cultural layer of the

Behrens H., 1997 — Kein A-Horizont in der Saale-
hnurkeramik und keine Kalbsrieth-Gruppe vor der
ale-Schnurkeramik // Early Corded Ware Culture . The
Horizon - fiction or fact? — Arkaologiske Rapporter.
sbjerg, 1997. Nr. 2, s. 19-22.

Buchvaldek M., 1980 — Corded Pottery Complex

Neolithic settlement site (Kamaryn site 2). This part
of the settlement was covered by the Middle Dnieper
Culture barrow. The barrow contained two burials. A
stone axe almost identical to Karlov-type with circular
thickening around the shaft-hole was founded in one
of the burials®. The stratigraphic situation in Kamaryn
site 2 lets us suggest older age of this type of pots in
comparison with the Middle Dnieper Culture burials
in this region.

Among the A-amphora and pots with mouldings,
the beakers with simple horizontal rows of deep lines
on the neck may be considered as a component of A-
horizon — Early CWC (Buchvaldek, 1986). A fragment
of the beaker was found by A.G. Kalechyts in Gneu-
chytsy site (the Pina basin) (Fig. 4: 5).

Some kinds of early A-type battle axes as well as
stray finds are represented (see for example

Yapusycki, 1997, 307-308,365).

CONCLUSION

As follows from the material mentioned above
there are some components of A-horizon — Early
Corded Ware Culture features in the territory of the
Western Belarus (fig.5). This phenomenon may not
be investigated on the base of our material as a
complete system yet. It 1s difficult to come to a conclu-
sion about chronology of the mentioned above com-
ponents. But we can only make a suggestion about
their possible comparative-typological synchronization
with the identical components/complexes of Middle -
Eastern Europe. We pay attention to the pottery with
short-wave mouldings, finger imprints, that may play
a vital part as one of the main components of the Early
CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle (last definition
according to some polish archaeologists — Alexander
Kosko, Janusz Czebreszuk etc.). In this case we may
suggest, that some areas of Western Belarus had
certain importance during the process of genesis of

CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle.
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KAI KURIE ,,A HORIZONTO“ KOMPONENTAI -
ANKSTYVOSIOS VIRVELINES KERAMIKOS KULTUROJE
VAKARU BALTARUSIJOJE

Mikola Kryvalcevi¢, Alena Kalecyc

Santrauka

ISskirdami A horizonto arba bendraeuropinio
horizonto kompleksa, kai kurie tyrinetojai bando spresti
ankstyvojo Virvelinés keramikos kultiros etapo
problemag. Kai kurie archeologai, kritikuodami bendrojo
horizonto 1deja, mano, kad, Virvelines keramikos
kulturos atskiruose Europos regionuose atsirado
nepriklausomai. A horizonto problema aktuali ir
Baltarusijai, kuriai vieni tyrinetojai neigia bet kokj rysi
su bendraeuropiniu horizontu, kiti atvirkS¢iai — Vyslos,
Nemuno ir Pripetés aukStupiuose iesko jo iStaky.

Vakary Baltarusijoje A horizontui budingi kompo-
nental - A la tipo amfora, kitos amforos fragmentai buvo
rasti kasinejant gyvenviete Motal 1 Jaseldos upes baseine
(pav. 1, 2, 3). Daugelis tyrinetojy kaip viena 1§ kompo-
nenty, budingy pavieniy kapy kultirai priklausanciai
Pabaltijo Virvelines keramikos kultiroms, laiko savitus
didelius indus su rumbais su gnaibymo pirStais pcdsakais
ant jy. Tokiy puody Sukiy rasta kai kuriose neolitinese
Vakary Baltarusijos gyvenvietese (Motal 18, Kamen 2,
Skema, Li¢icy 2, Rusakovi¢i 7) (pav. 4:1-4, 6). Pazyme-
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Rimantiené R., 1980 — Sventoji. Pamariy k
gyvenvietés. Vilnius, 1980. '
Rimantiené R., 1980 — Akmens amzius Lig
Vilnius, 1984.
Rimantiené R., Cesnys G., 1996 — The Pan-Eu
Corded Ware Horizon (A-Horizon) and the F
(Baltic Coastal) Culture // The Indo-Europeaza
Northern Europe. Washington, 1996, p. 48-53
Kaxeuun E.T'., 1987 — ITaMsaTHUKH KaMmeH
Opon3soBoro sekoB Bocrounoit benopyccun. Munel
Yapusycki M.M., 1997 — [TomHiKi ca 1iHypasol
mika [lanssmounst // Apxeanorisi besapyci. Mixe
T.1. KameHHbl 1 OpoH3aBsl BsiKi, ¢. 307-311.
Hapuaycki M.M., Kyapamoy B.A., Jlinwinkas
1996 — CrapaxbiTHbist maxuépsl Ha Poci. Minek, |

tina, kad tokiy radiniy aptikta Dnepro aukStupiop:
luose (Strumen, Komarin 2) (pav. 4:7). Komarin
venvieteje tokio puodo Sukiy lizdas buvo rastas nec
stovyklavietés kultariniame sluoksnyje, vir§ kuri
supiltas Padneprés kultiros pilkapis. Viename i§p
kapy rastas ,,Karlovo® tipo akmeninis kirvis (Ko
2 tyrinéjimy medZziaga ruoSiama spaudai M}
valceviCiaus). Be paminéty komponenty Balt:
vakaruose, Gnevcisuose rasta Sukiy priklausiusiy
(A tauré ?) su kakleliu, puostu lygiagreciomi
iréztomis linijomis (pav. 4:5). Pasitaiko ir akmeniniy
su skyle kotui, primenanéiy A tipo laivinius Kirvius

Turimos medziagos aiSkiai nepakanka nuods
niems tyrimams. Nepaisant to reikia pripazinti,
Baltarusijoje yra komponenty, biidingy A horiz
ankstyvajam Virvelinés keramikos kultiiros
(pav. 5). Minéty puody su rumbais buvimas leidz
nyti, kad Vakary Baltarusijos regionas turéjo ta
reikSme¢ Virvelinés keramikos kultiiros taip vat
cirkumbaltijos kultiirinio rato formavimosi proc

.y
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iav. Motal-Tyskavi¢iy mikroregiono Siaurinés
:melapis, kuriame parodytas Motal 1 archeo-
)paminklo kasin€jimy plotas.

av. Motal, archeologinis paminklas 1. A-amfora
jaizdas iS Sono, B — pjuvis, C - vaizdas i8 virSaus)
mstravo M.M. Kryvalcevic).

pav. A-amfory pasiskirstymas (2) (pagal M. Bu-
k, 1986). A-amfora i§ archeologinio paminklo
al1(1).

pav. Ivairios Sukes su liejiniais i§ Vakary Baltaru-
1-Skema; 2-3 — archeologinis paminklas Licicy 2

Bouiensiss KoMIieke “A-ropu3oHTta” MM “oblie-
OEHCKOrO0 ropuM30HTA”, MHOIME HCCJIeA0BATEIIN
IOTCS PELIUTDL T1PO0BJIEMY paHHEIro 3Tara KyJbTyphbl
WpoBoil KepaMuKM. Hekoropbie apxeosioru, Kpu-
¥4 wielo odliero ropusoHTa, MPEAroaralor, 4ro
WICHUE KYJILTYPBLI LIHYPOBOM KEpaMUKH TIPOMC-
V10 B pasHbIX permoHax EBpPOIibl BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH.
pbeMa A-ropuM30HTA — PaHHEro 3Tana KyJbTYpbl
IYPOBOH KEPAMMKM SIBJISIETCSI BECbMA aKTYaJIbHOMU JUIS
putopuu benapycum, wisi KOTOpPOMl OJIHM MCCIIEN0-
BIH OTPULIAIOT KaKVIO-JIMOO CBSA3b C O0ILEEBpPO-
CKHM TOPM30HTOM, JAPYIrUe Xe HaoOOpOT B BEPXO-
i Bucani, Hemana, Tlpunsati MIILYT €ro MCTOKH.

Ha reppuropuu 3ananHoit benapycu TunuyHbie JUIs
{iIeKca A-ropu30HTa KOMITOHEHTHI B BUIE A-aM(opbl
i Ala, pparmeHTbl Apyrol am@opbl HAWACHBI TIPU
Konkax rnocesieHust Moronb 1 B Oaceiine flcesbibl
ic. 1, 2, 3). MHOrue ucciieoBaTe/ivi B KaueCTBE OAHOIO
J KOMIIOHEHTOB ITOCEJICHUM PAHHUX 3TAIOB KYJILTYPbI
(HOUYHBIX TOrpedeHmi, nMpUOAJITHUCKMX KYJIbTYP
HYPOBOM KEpaMHMKH paccMaTrpuBaloT CBOCOOpa3HbIM
Il KPYITHBIX COCY/IOB C BAJIMKAMM M CJIEIAMM NTATBLIEBBIX
o Ha HUX. OOJIOMKH TaKOM IMOCY/Ibl BCTPEUYECHDI
#2 HEKOTOPBIX HEOJIMTHYECKMX [TOCEJICHMSIX 3arajaiHou

grapycn (Morans 18, Kamens 2, Ckema, JInunusr 2,

ILIUSTRACIJU SARASAS

3 — archeologinis paminklas Kamen 2; 6 — archeologinis
paminklas Motal 18) ir Dniepro aukStupyje (7 - Strumen,
pagal A.G. Kalecic, 1987). 5 — Gneucicuose rasto smul-
kintuvo fragmentas.

5 pav. Kai kurie A-horizonto archeologiniai pamink-
lai — ankstyvosios virvelines keramikos kultiiros elementai
Vakary Balrarusijoje: 1 — archeologinis paminklas Motal
1; 2—archeologinis paminklas Motal 18; 3 —archeologinis
paminklas Kamen 2; 4 — archeologinis paminklas Rusa-
kovi¢i 7; 5 — archeologinis paminklas Licicy 2; 6 -
Gneucicy; 7 — Skema.

EKOTOPBIE KOMITIOHEHTDBI C ITPU3HAKAMM A-T'OPU30OHTA —
PAHHEI'O DTAIIA KVJIbTYPbI HIHYPOBOU KEPAMMWKU
B 3AIIAJIHOU BEJIAPYCH

Huxkonan H. KpusaibueBuy
Enena 1. Kaneunu

Pe3iome

Pycakosuuu 7) (puc. 4: 1-4, 6). OrmeyaeTcsi Takxke, YTo
HECKOJIBKO TAKMX HAXOJAOK OOHApYyXEHO HaA NMaMITHU-
kKax BepxHero lloanenposbst (CtpymeHb, KomapuH
2) (puc. 4: 7). Ha KomapuHe 2 pasBajl TaKOro ropiuka
HAMJICH B CJIO€ HEOJIMTHUYECKOM CTOSIHKM, TEPEKPBLITOM
KYPraHOM CPEAHEIHEINPOBCKOM KYJIBTYPBLI, B OJIHOM M3
norpedeHnit KOTOpOro HaiJaeH KaMEHHBLIM TOMOp THUIIA
“Kapnos” (Marepuanbl Komapuna 2 rorossitcsi H.H. Kpu-
BAJILLIEBUYEM K reyaTH). Kpome Ha3BaHbIX KOMITOHECHTOB
Ha 3ana/ze besapycu HailJieHb! 00J1I0MKH KyDOKa ¢ ri1iyboKo
[IPOYEPUYCHHBIMH [MapaUICIbHBIMU JIMHUSIMU 10 TOp-
noBuHe (A-kKyook?) (I'neBumusnl) (puc. 4: 5), uHoraa
BCTPEYAIOTCS KAMEHHBIC CBEPJICHBIE TOIOPbI, HATIOMM-
HAIOLLIME MICHTHYHbIC U3JC/IUs A-TUIIA.

[losryaeHHOrO Marepuasa siBHO HEIOCTATOYHO JUIs
CUCTEMHOI0 McclieoBaHus. BMmecre ¢ teM ciaeayer
[PU3HAThL, YTO Ha TeppuTOpUM 3anaaHoM benapycu
MPUCYTCTBYIOT KOMIIOHEHTBI C IPU3HAKAMU A-TOpH-
30HTA — PAHHETO 2TAra KyJILTYPbl LIHYPOBOU KEPAMUKH
(puc. 5). A puKcaumst YroMsiHyTOH IOCY/ibl C BAJIMKAMH
JAET HEKOTOPOE OCHOBAHMUE Ipejrosarartb, 4To 3a-
MagHOOEIOPYCCKUH PErMOH MMEJI OIIPE/IC/ICHHOE 3Ha-
YEHUE B IIPOLIECCE TeHE3Uuca KVJbTYPbl LIHYPOBOH
KepaMMKH Tak HasbiBaemoro LlupkymOanTuiickoro
KYJIbTYPHOIO Kpyra.
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CITUCOK WUIKOCTPALIMHN

Puc. 1. Kapra cesepHoit yactu Motaib-Thika-
BUYCKOIO MUKPOpPErMoHa, Ha KOTOPOM IMOKa3aHa Iuloiaib
pPacKoOIOK apXeoJIOrMYeCKoro naMstHuka Morans 1.

Puc. 2. Apxeosiornyeckuii namMmsitTHUK Moraabl. A-
amdopa (A - bokosoi Bua, B — ceuenue, C — Bua cBep-
xy)(pekoHcTpyuposal M.M. KpbiBajibLeBUY).

Puc. 3. Pacnipenenenune A-amdop (2) (mo M. byu-
Basiek, 1986). A-amdopa U3 apxeoJIornuecKoro rnamsr-
Huka Motaus 1 (1).

Puc. 4. PazHooOpa3HbIe YEpPEerKu C OTJIMBKAMU M3
3anagHou benapycu (1 - Ckema; 2-3 — apxeosoruuec-
KMl nmaMaTHUK JInumusl 2; 3 - apXeoJOrMYeCKH i
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naMaTHUK KameHsb 2; 6 — apxeoJIornueckuit nas
Motans 18) u Bepxuero Iloanenposss (7 - Cipy
no A.I'. Koneuuu, 1987). 5 — ¢pparmeHT ApoOHiki,
NeHHOM B | Heyumuax.

Puc. 5. Hekoropbie apxeosiorHyeckKkue nams
A-TOPH30HTA — 2JIEMEHTBI PaHHEH ILIHYPOBOI KVi
B 3anaaHoit Benapycu: 1 — apxeonoruyeckuii nax
Motane 1; 2 — apXeoJOrMYEeCKMil NaMsATHUK M
18; 3 - apxeonoruuyeckuit namsaTHUK Kamens ;
apxeoJIormyeckuit namMsitHuk PycakoBuuy |
apXeoJIOrMuecKuii namMsiTHUK JInuuust 2; 6 - [hey
7 - Ckema. 1



