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SOME "A-HORIZON" COMPONENTS OF THE 
EARLY CORDED WARE CULTU IN 

WESTE BEL US 

MIKOLA KRYVALTSEVICH 
ALENA KALECHYTS 

INTRODUCTION 

Problem of so-called "A-horizon" or "pan-Euro­
peanhorizon" is very actual for European archaeology. 
~means of identification of "A-horizon" complex 
lIDIerousresearchers attempt to define the early stage 

Corded Ware Culture (CWC) and decide certain 
flCStions concernity its genesis (Buchvaldek,1986). 
Ikrman Behrens has argued, that outside Jutland 
Iin~e elements of A-horizon character were only 
mgredients of the oldest stages of regional groups of 
ewc (Behrens, 1997, 19-22). According to some 
scholars, development in different European regions 
during CWC time was rather different, and any 
common horizon in material assemblages can be 
distinguished (Ebbesen, 1997). It is quite pos ible 
thatCWCwas independently established in different 
parts of Europe. 

In this connection cultural phenomenon concer­
oedCWC in territory of Belarus represents an interest. 
Some authors attempted to argue that East-European 
Cultures with Corded Pottery, including cultures from 
Belarus, didn't have a direct connection with the A­
horizon complex in contrast to CWC of Middle Euro­
pe (Berezanskaja S.S., Artemenko I.I. , Machnik J. 
etc.). On the other hand, according to Miroslav Buch­
valdek(1980) the pan-European Corded Ware horizon 
originated in the Upper Vistula, Upper Neman and 
Upper Prypet basins. 

In our opinion the problem can be hardly solved 
soon. But the first steps made in this direction allow 
us to state the fact, that there are some components 
~;th A-horizon and the Early Corded Ware Culture 
features in Belarus. 

COMPONENTS WITH THE A-HORIZON -
EARLY CORDED WARE CULTURE FEATURES 

The most typical finds, which usually associated 
with "pan-European" complex, were found by Alena 
G. Kalechyts in the Motal 1 settlement ( the Jaselda 
basin). 

For the first time nume rous stray finds were 
discovered by Uladzimir F. Isaenka in 1962 in the wes­
tern part of this site that had been destroyed. Alena 
G. Kalechyts has excavated the western part as well 
as no destroyed central territory of the Motall settle­
ment in 1987-1989, 1992 (Fig. 1). The settlement was 
situated on the high elevation (named "Gara") near 
500m long. "Gara" like a large island and like many 
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Fig. 1. Map of the northern part of Motal-Tyshkavichy 
microregion showing excavated area at Motal si te 1. 
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Fig. 2. Motal , ite 1. A-amphora (A - ide view, B - section, '-'- upper view) (reconstruction by M.M. Kryvalt evich~ 

other dune elevations of micro-region raise in the 
territory of the Jaselda mar hy meadow. Several lakes 
(Motal Dzydzinne, Mulnoje etc.) are still in the 
lowering, Maybe 'Gara" was the highest hill on the 
mentioned territory (up to 6m above the meadow). 
Cultural remains as well a the A-horizon material 
were found mainly in the light and dark gray andy 
soil at depth of O.3-OAm. About 200 fragment of 
the A-amphora (Fig. 2) located in this layer. They 
were concentrated in the area of 1x1.5 m. The Neman 
Culture materials dominated on this very spot as well 
a the whole part of the Motal] settlement sile. A shard 
with cord imprints and orne fragment of other amp­
hora (A-type?) were found on the spot of localization 
of the A-amphora mentioned above. Some other part 
of the i igated territory contained no numerou 
fragments of other Corded pottery (later tage ?). 

A-amphora (Fig. 2). It wa a big- ized amphora 
with 410-420 mm in maximum diameter and flat 
bottom (with 100mm in diameter). The height of the 
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amphora could be up 360-370 mm. The neck 
narrow, about 150-155 mm in diameter, and it 
straight reinforced rim. Two long horizontal 
(near 100mm long) with three lugs were on the 
broad part of the amphora. 

It was ornamented with a row of 
notches along the rim, eight group of vertical 
on the houlder part. The e group of vertical 
were bordered and parted by vertical rows of . 
haped notehe . Two row of triangle-shaped 

in the middle part of the groups of vcr tical lines 
a zigzag-like ornamcnted pattcrn. Thc upper 
mental y tcm was upplementcd by thrcc . 
line embracing thc amphora between handle in 
most broad part. A lot of short vcrtical troke 
located betwecn these row. 

Thc outside of the amphora was 
mooth, but only some pieces of admixture ran out 

plac of it. The amphora wa made of clay mass 
mall white eru hed admixture. Thc urfacc 
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3. Di tribution of A-amphorae (2) (according to M. Buchvaldek, 1986). A-amphora from Motal ite I (1). 

The amphora from the Motal 1 settlement is very 
the A-horizon 1Aa amphora (according to 

~JlOlogy of M. Buchvaldek) (Fig. 3). 
The inve tigator advocating the unity of A-

borizon argued the idea of local typological division 
oICorded pottery. They have marked out some regio­
nal olde t complexe: everal olde t groups for the 
PoI~h Lowlands (Czebre zuk, 1996, 96-100), ettle­
ment type Lu trup for Single Grave ulture (Liver­
sage, 19 7,102-103), group 1 for Single Grave Culture 
of ~1eklemburg-Vorpommern (J acob , 1991) etc. 
Ingredient of the oldest complexes and tage of 
regional groups may be completely or partially 
roITe ponded to A-horizon. There are orne kind of 
storage pot with the hort-wave moulding among 
them. 

For example, according to I1ze Loze beakers with 
Ihort·wave moulding were the third element of early 
corded ware in the territory of Latvia (Loze, 1997, 
137-J3 ). A lot of ottery with hort-wave moulding 
mcdi covered in ventoji 1A (Rimantene, ] 980,57-
61; 1984, 211). Rimutc Rimantene represented Sven­
toji IA settlement complex as well as the olde t tage 
of the Baltic Coastal Culture and regarded 'the entire 

complex of articles peculiar to A-horizon' (Riman­
tiene Cesny, ]996,49). ccording to Janu z zeb­
re zuk one of the oldest CWC group 2 (Circumbaltic 
Cultural Circle) on the Polish Lowlands had orne 
imilar uch a short-wave mouldings with finger 

imprint (Czebre zuk, 1996, 96-100). The identical 
pottery with hort-wave muldings regarded as well a 
one of the element of the settlement oldest tage (Lust­
rup type) of the Single Grave Culture (Liversage, 1987, 
102-123). The arne pottery was obtained on the 
territory of Meklemburg - Vorpommern. It was identi­
fied as a feature of group 1. Jorn Jacobs regarded 
group 1 complex a well as simultaneou with the oldest 
faze ofUntergrabzeit and the 'pan -European' horizon 
(Jacobs, 1991). 

A follow from the material mentioned above 
the same pot may be regarded a one of the important 
component of the Early Corded Ware complex. Shard 
with short-wave mouldings were di covered in the Late 

eolithic habitation sites in the territory of Western 
Belarus. This pottery was represented in uch ettle­
ment as Motal site 18 in the Ja elda ba in (excavation 
of A.G . Kalechyt ) (Fig. 4: 6), Kamen site 2 on the 
Bobryk river (excavated by Y.F. 1 aenka) (Fig. 4: 4), 
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Fig. 4. Some kinds of sherds with short-wave mouldings from Western Belarus (1 - Skema; 2- 3 - Lichytsy sile ~ 
Kamen site 2; 6 - Motal site 18) and from the Upper Dnieper ( 7 - Strumen, according to A.G. Kalechyts, 1987). 
fragment of the beaker from Gneuchytsy. 

Skema near lake Narach (excavated by M.M. Char­
niauski) (Fig. 4: 1), Lichytsy site 2 ('-I.apHHycKi , 
KYllpawoy, JIiIlHiUKa5l, 1996, 73-74) (Fig. 4: 2, 3), 
Rusakovichy site 7 in the Upper Neman (excavation 
of M.M. Charniauski, information of Vadzim L. Laki­
za) etc. 

Most of the pots contained sand and chamotte 
admixture, although several were made of clay mass 
without any visible admixture. It was comparatively 
thick-wall, massive and big-sized pottery. Their outsi­
des were comparatively smooth or have some traces 
of rubbing (Kamen) (Fig. 4: 4). The shards were deco­
rated by short-wave mouldings have made by finger 

170 

imprints bellow the rims. Their upper edges 
had finger imprints. 

This kind of pottery occurred there always as 
admixture in predominant but obviously earlier 
partly simultaneous?) pottery of autochthonous 
lithic Neman Culture. Sometimes some corded 
(with the features of later stage?) were met there. 
habitation sites mentioned above were situated 
conditions that were usual for the Late Neolithic 
on sand elevations in the territory of meadows 
Skema, Rusakovichy), along the edges of low 
(Kamen, Lichytsy). Usually the settlement sites 
such kind of pottery were situated in lowlands, 
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fJ 5. Some sites with A-horizon - Early Corded Ware 
O*urecomponents in Western Belarus: 1 - Motal site 1; 2-
IbaI site 18; 3 - Kamen site 2; 4 - Rusakovichy site 7; 5 -
Iibytsy site 2; 6 - Gneuchytsy; 7 - Skema. 

Jiverswere closely connected with some lakes (Motal, 
¥mnen, Skema). 

The same kind of big pots was found in the Upper 
Dnieper basin besides Western Belarus. For example 
AG. Kalechyts discovered the similar pot-type in the 
cultural layer of the Neolithic-Bronze Age Strumen 
!lIIiement site (Kanelfl{U, 1987, pHC. 57) (Fig. 4: 7). The 
identical big pot with two rows with short-wave 
mouldings below the rim was founded near the Dnie­
per by M.M. Kryvaltsevich in the cultural layer of the 

Neolithic settlement site (Kammyn site 2). This part 
of the settlement was covered by the Middle Dnieper 
Culture barrow. The barrow contained two burials. A 
stone axe almost identical to Karlov-type with circular 
thickening around the shaft-hole was founded in one 
of the burials*. The stratigraphic situation in Kammyn 
site 2 lets us suggest older age of this type of pots in 
comparison with the Middle Dnieper Culture burials 
in this region. 

Among the A-amphora and pots with mouldings, 
the beakers with simple horizontal rows of deep lines 
on the neck may be considered as a component of A­
horizon - Early CWC (Buchvaldek, 1986). A fragment 
of the beaker was found by A.G. Kalechyts in Gneu­
chytsy site (the Pina basin) (Fig. 4: 5). 

Some kinds of early A-type battle axes as well as 
stray finds are represented (see for example 
l..JapHHYcKi, 1997, 307-308,365) . 

• 

CONCLUSION 

As follows from the material mentioned above 
there are some components of A-horizon - Early 
Corded Ware Culture features in the territory of the 
Western Belarus (fig.5). This phenomenon may not 
be investigated on the base of our material as a 
complete system yet. It is difficult to come to a conclu­
sion about chronology of the mentioned above com­
ponents. But we can only make a suggestion about 
their possible comparative-typological synchronization 
with the identical components/complexes of Middle­
Eastern Europe. We pay attention to the pottery with 
short-wave mouldings, finger imprints, that may play 
a vital part as one of the main components of the Early 
CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle (last definition 
according to some polish archaeologists - Alexander 
Kosko, Janusz Czebreszuk etc.). In this case we may 
suggest, that some areas of Western Belarus had 
certain importance during the process of genesis of 
CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle. 
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KURIE "A HORIZONTO" KOMPONENTAI -. -
ANKS OSIOS VIRVELINES KE IKOS KULTUROJE 

V lJ BALTARUSIJOJE 

Miko]a alcevic, Alena Kalecyc 

Santrauka 

ISskirdami A horizon to arba bendraeuropinio 
horizonto kompleks,!, kai kurie tyrindojai bando sprcrsti 
ankstyvojo Virvelines keramikos kulturos etapo 
problem'!. Kai kurie archeologai, kritikuodami bendrojo 
horizonto idej,!, mano, kad, Virvelines keramikos 
kulturos atskiruose Europos regionuose atsirado 
nepriklausomai. A horizonto problema aktuali ir 
Baltarusijai, kuriai vieni tyrinetojai neigia bet koki rysi 
su bendraeuropiniu horizontu, kiti atvirkVciai - Vyslos, 
Nemuno ir Pripetes aukstupiuose iesko jo h!. 

Vakar4 Baltarusijoje A horizontui budingi kompo­
nentai - Ala tipo amfora, kitos amforos fragmentai buvo 
rasti kasinejant gyvenvietcr Motal1 1 aseldos upes baseine 
(pav. 1, 2, 3). Daugelis tyrinetoj4 kaip vien,! is kompo­
nent4, buding4 pavieni4 kap4 kulturai priklausanciai 
Pabaltijo Virvelines keramikos kulturoms, laiko savitus 
didelius indus su rumbais su gna ibymo pirstais pedsakais 
ant j4. Toki4 puod4 suki4 rasta kai kuriose neolitinese 
Vakar4 Baltarusijos gyvenvietese (Motal 18, Kamen 2, 
Skema, Licicy 2, Rusakovici 7) (pav. 4:1-4, 6). Pafyme-
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tina, kad toki4 radini4 aptikta Dnepro aukstupio 
luose (Strumen, Komarin 2) (pav. 4:7). Komarino 
venvieteje tokio puodo suki4lizdas buvo rastas 
stovykJavietes kulturiniame sl uoksnyje, virs kurio 
supiltas Padnepres kulturos pilkapis. Viename 
kapl! rastas "Karlovo" tipo akmenini kirvis 
2 tyrinejiml! mediiaga ruosiama spaudai M.M. 
valceviciaus). Be paminet4 komponent4 Bal 
vakaruose, Gnevcisuose rasta suki4 priklau iu iq 
(A taure ?) su kakleliu, puostu lygiagreciomi 
ireztomis linijomis (pav. 4:5). Pasitaiko ir . 
su skyle kotui, primenanci4 A tipo laivinius kirvius. 

Turimos mediiagos aiskiai nepakanka n 
niems tyrimams. Nepaisant to reikia pripazinti, 
Baltarusijoje yra komponent4, buding4 A . 
ankstyvajam Virvelines keramikos kulturos 
(pav. 5). Minet4 puod4 su rumbais buvimas 
nyti, kad Vakar4 Baltarusijos regionas tun!jo tam 
reiksmcr Virvelines keramikos kulturos taip 
cirkumbaltijos kulturinio rata formavimosi proce ui 



ILiUSTRACIJl,J SA,RASAS 

I pay. Motal-Tyskavici4 mikroregiono siaurines 
iemelapis, kuriame parodytas Motal 1 archeo­

lIPnio paminklo kasinejim4 plotas. 
2 pay. Motal, archeologinis paminklas 1. A-amfora 

-vaizdas is sono, B - pjuvis, C - vaizdas is virsaus) 
idonstravo M.M. Kryvalcevic). 

3 pay. A-amfor4 pasiskirstymas (2) (pagal M. Bu­
/laidek, 1986). A-amfora is archeologinio paminklo 
IIoIaII (1). 

4 pay. Ivairios sukes su liejiniais is Vakan! Baltaru­
(1- Skema; 2-3 - archeologinis paminklas LiCicy 2 

• 

3 - archeologinis paminklas Kamen 2; 6 - archeologinis 
paminklas Motal18) ir Dniepro aukstupyje (7 - Strumen, 
pagal AG. KaleCic, 1987). 5 - Gneucicuose rasto smul­
kintuvo fragmentas. 

5 pay. Kai kurie A-horizonto archeologiniai pamink­
lai - ankstyvosios vilvelines keramikos kultliros elementai 
Vakar4 Balrarusijoje: 1 - archeologinis paminklas Motal 
1; 2 - archeologinis paminklas Motal18; 3 - archeologinis 
paminklas Kamen 2; 4 - archeologinis paminklas Rusa­
kovici 7; 5 - archeologinis paminklas Licicy 2; 6 -
Gneucicy; 7 - Skema. 

HEKOTOPbIE KOMTIOHEHTbI C TIPJil3 A-rOPJil30HTA 
PAHHErO 3TAIIA KYJIbTYPbI IIIIIYPOBOM KEP IIKH 

~ 

B 3AlIAJlHOJil EKJIAPYCJiI 
,~ 

H HKOJIaH H. KpHBaJIbll.eBM'1 

E.rJeHa r. K aJIe'lHlI. 

Pe310Me 

BbllleJUHI KOMnneKC "A-rOpI130HTa" I1nl1 "06~e­

IBponeHcKoro rOpI130HTa", M HOrl1e I1CCneAOBaTen 11 
DIlTaIOTCR pellll1Th np06neMY paHHero 3Tana KYJIhTYphl 
D1HYPOBOH KepaMI1KYI. HeKoTophle apxeonont, KPW 
lHK)'H HllelO o6~ero rOp1130HTa, npe.LI.nOnaraIOT, '-ITO 
nomeHHe KynhTYPhI WHypOBOH KepaMHKYI npol1C-
1O.11U10 B pa3HhlX pentOHax EBponhI BHe 3aBHCI1MOCTH. 
np06neMa A-ropH30HTa - paHHero 3Tana KYJIhTyphI 

'" v UIHypOBOH KepaMYIKYI HBJIHeTCH BeChMa aKTYanbHoH .LI.nJI 
repPIlTOpl111 oeJlapYCI1, .LI.JI5I KOTopo~r OAHI1 I1CCJleAO­
sarenll OTpl1ualOT KaKYlO-n1160 CBH3b C 06~eeBpo­

nelicKHM rOpI130HTOM, APyrl1e )I(e Ha060poT B Bepxo­
BOJIX BHCJlbl, HeMaHa, Dpl1nHTH I1~YT ero YlCTOKYI. 

Ha reppHTOpl111 3anaAHOH oeJlapycl1 Tl1nWIHhle.LI.JI5! 
lOlmneKca A-rOpH30HTa KOMI10HeHThi B BI1Ae A-aM<pophI 
IHna Ala, <pparMeHThl APyroi1 aM<pOPhI HaHAeHbI npH 
pacKonKax nOCeJleHIDI MOTOJlh 1 B 6aCeI1He 5lceJlb)l,hl 
(pIIC. I, 2, 3). MHofl1e HCCJleAOBaTemi B KaLreCTBe OAHOro 

v 

Hl KOMnOHeHTOB nOCeneHHJ1 paHHHX 3TanOB KYJIhTYphl 
OJIIHO'lHblX norpe6eHHM, npH6aJlTHMCKI1X KyJlbTYP 
WHYPOBOH KepaMHKYI paCCMaTpl1BaIOT cBoe06pa3HblH 
TIIn KpynHhlX COCYAOB C BanHKaMI1 11 CJleAaM H nanbueBblX 
JamlInOB Ha HHX. 06noMKYI TaKOH nOCYAhl BCTpe'leHhl 
Ha HeKOTophlX HeonHTWIecKHX nOCeJleHl151X 3arIaAHOi1 
Ee.lapycl1 (MoTanh 18, KaMeHh 2, CKeMa, J1.11'-1I1UhI 2, 

PycaKOBH'-I11 7) (Pl1c. 4: 1-4, 6). OTMeLlaeTcH TaJOKe, '-ITO 
HeCKonhKO TaKYIX HaxoAoK 06Hap)')KeHO Ha naM5JTHI1-
Kax BepXHero DOAHenpoBhH (CTPYMeHh, KOMapl1H 
2) (pHC. 4: 7). Ha KOMapl1He 2 pa.:man TaKoro roplllKa 
Ha~IAeH B cnoe HeOnI1TH'-IeCKOH CTOHHKYI, nepeKphlToH 
KYpraHoM cpeAHeAHenpoBCKoH KYn hTYP hI , B OAHOM 113 
norpe6eHHH KOToporo HatiLJ,eH KaMeHHhlM Tonop Tl1na 
"KapnoB" (MarepHanbI KOMapl1Ha 2 fOTOB5JTCH H.H. Kpw 
BanhueBYfLleM K neLIaTH). KpoMe Ha3BaHhlX KOMnOHeHTOB 
Ha 3anaAe oenapycH HaHAeHhl 06noMKYI Ky6Ka C rny6oKo 
npO'-lepLleHHhIMI1 napannenhHhlMI1 nl1Hl15lMH no rop­
nOBI1He (A-KY60K?) (rHeBLIHuhl) (pHC. 4: 5), HHOr.LI.a 
BCTpe'-laIOTCH KaMeHHble cBepneHhle TOrIOPhl, HanOMH­
HaJO~l1e I1AeHTI1'-1Hhle 113AenH5J A-Tlma. 

DOnY4eHHOrO MaTepl1ana HBHO HeAOCTaTO'-lHO .LI.n51 
CHCTeMHoro HccneAOBaHI1H. BMecTe C TeM cneAyeT 
npH3HaTh, LITO Ha Teppl1TOpl1H 3anaAHOH oenapYCH 
npYlCYTCTBYIOT KOMnOHeHThl c npl13HaKaMH A-ropl1-
30HTa - paHHero 3Tana KYJlhTYphI WHYPOBOH KepaMI1KH 
(Pl1c. 5). A <PH KcaUIDI ynoMHHYTOM nocYAbl c Banl1KaMH 
AaeT HeKoTopoe OCHOBaHHe npeArIOnaraTb, LITO 3a­
rIaAH06eJlopYCCKYIH perHoH HMeJl onpeAeJleHHOe 3Ha-

v 

LIeHl1e B npouecce reHe3Hca KyJlbTYPbI WHYPOBOH 
KepaMHKI1 TaK Ha3bIBaeMoro 11l1pKYM6aJlTHHcKoro 
KYJlhTYpHoro KPyra. 
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Clll1COK I1J1JIIOCTPAlI.I1H 

PI1C. 1. KapTa CeBepHOH llaCTI1 MOTaJlb-TbIWKa­
BWICKOro MlIKpopentOHa, Ha KOTOPOH nOKa3aHa TUl0wa,Ub 
paCKOnOK apXeOJlOntllecKoro naMJITHl1Ka MOTaJlb 1. 

Pl1c. 2. ApxeoJlOrl1l1eCKI1H naM.HTHI1K MOTaJIbl. A­
aMcpopa (A - 60KOBOH BI1)l, B - celleHl1e, C - BI1)l cBep­
xy)(peKOHCTpY11POBaJI M. M. KpbJBaJlbueBI1l1). 

PI1C. 3. Pacnpe.ueJleHl1e A-aMcpop (2) (no M. EYlI­
Ban.ueK, 1986). A-aMcpopa 113 apxeOJlOrWlecKoro naMJIT­
HI1Ka MOTaJlb 1 (1). 

Pl1c. 4. Pa3Hoo6pa3Hbie 'lepenK11 C OTJlI1BKaMI1 113 
3ana.uHoH EeJiapycl1 (1 - CKeMa; 2- 3 - apxeoJlor11'-lec­
KI1H naMHTHI1K JII1l1I1UbI 2; 3 - apxeoJlOrl1l1eCKI1H 
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naMHTHI1K KaMeHb 2; 6 - apxeOJlOrl1'leCKI1H 
MOTaJIh 18) 11 BepXHero llo.uHenpoBbH (7 -
no Ar. KOJlellI1U, 1987).5 - cpparMeHT .uP06HJlKII, 
.ueHHoH B fHeY'-l11 Uax. 

Pl1c. 5. HeKoTopble apXeOJlOntlleCKl1e 
A-rop1130HTa - 3J1eMeHTbl paHHej;j WHYPOBOH 
B 3ana.uHoH EeJiapycl1: 1 - apxeOJlOrl1l leCKI1H 
MOTaJlb 1; 2 - apxeOJlOfl1l leCK11ti naMflTHHK 
18; 3 - apxeoJlOfl1l1eCKl1ti naMHTHI1K KaMeHb 2; 4 
apxeoJlOrl1l1eCKHH naMHTHI1K PycaKOBl1lJH 7; I· 
apxeOJlOrWleCKI1ti naMJITHI1.K JlI1' II1Ubl 2; 6 - rHeY'lIlllt 
7 - CKeMa. 
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