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n September 18-22, 2001 the Symposium Castella Maris Bal-

tici VI was held in Lithuania. This is already the 6" symposium

for the researchers of the medieval castles. The first sympo-
sium was held in Turku, Finland in 1991, the second — in Nykoping,
Sweden in 1993, the third - in Malbork, Poland in 1995, the fourth -
in Estonia in 1997, and the fifth — in Denmark in 1999.
The topic of the conference held in Lithuania was “Contacts and
Genetically Dwellings in the Castle Buildings®. Over 40 scientists
participated in the conference from Denmark, Belarus, Finland, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Germany, Russia, Great Britain, Poland, Latvia,
Estonia, and Lithuania. In the conference there were not only re-
ports presented but also the most famous castles of Lithuania visi-
ted in Vilnius, Trakai, Kernavé, Kaunas and Klaipeda.
The time of this conference coincided with the European Heritage
Days “Defensive Fortifications in Lithuania®.
This conference was organised by the Public Institution Academy
of Cultural Heritage established by Vilnius University, Vilnius Aca-
demy of Arts, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Ministry of Cul-
ture of the Republic of Lithuania and Department of Cultural Herita-
ge Protection. The Symposium Castella Maris Baltici VI was spon-
sored by the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection.
The Center of Cultural Heritage funded the publishing of this publi-
cation. | would like to express my gratitude to Diana Varnaite, Direc-
tor of the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection, Vitas Karciaus-
kas, Director of the Center of Cultural Heritage, Alvydas Nikzentai-
tis, Director of Lithuanian Institute of History, Juozas Bardauskas,
Director of the Publishing House Savastis, and editors of the publi-
cation prof. Werner Meyer and dr. David Gaimster.

Especial thanks deserve my colleagues who organised this event
Rita Mosiejiené, dr. Justina Poskiené and dr. Gintautas Zabiela.

Dr. Albinas Kuncevicius




Rita Mosiejiené

SYMPOSIUM CASTELLA MARIS

BALTICI VI

VI Castella Maris Baltici Symposium took place on
18—22 of September 2001 in Lithuania. Around 40
experts from 13 countries took place in the Confe-
rence. The Conference work can be divided in two
parts: the first one — theoretical — took place in the
Lithuanian History Institute in Vilnius. More than twenty
presentations were given during the Conference. Du-
ring the second part most Lithuanian famous castles
were visited.

The Republic of Lithuania, one of three Baltic Sta-
tes, occupies an area of 65 300 kmz, the longest
distance from the north to the south is 276 km, from
the east to the west — 373 km. The name of Lithuania
was first mentioned in the written sources in 1009.
The State of Lithuania was formed in 13th century,
under the rule of king Mindaugas (12361263 m.).
After the baptism of Mindaugas in 1251, which did
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not last for long, until the year 1387 Lithuania was a
heathen land ruled by the Grand Duke of Lithuania.
From the foundation of the state to the Zalgiris battle
in 1410 conflicts fights with Livonian and German Or-
ders continued ceasellesly. The biggest parts of
Lithuanian castles at that time were made of wood;
their former existence is marked by more than 800
hill-forts. It is thought that at least half of them were
built during the 13th - 15 th centuries. Some of their
enforcements even today look surprisingly strong. It
becomes clear from the descriptions of fights with
crusaders that the wooden castles built on the banks
of the river Nemunas and north of Vilnius formed the
integral defensive lines. Some of the wooden castles
were rather big, they occupied an area up to 2 ha
(Brazuolé, Punia). Such castles decapitated at the
end of 14th century — beginning of 15th century. Writ-

Fig. 1. Participants of the Conference during the Symposium in the Lithuanian History Institute. Photo Romas Micidinas
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Fig. 3. Participants of the Symposium in Vilnius, at the place of former Curved Castle (burned down in 1390).
Photo: Gintautas Zabiela . Fig. 5. Route in Lithuania and visited places
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ten sources mention that the last wooden castle was
burned down in 1437.

Three such hill-forts were visited during the Sym-
posium. Probably the most impressive one is the
Kernave complex around 40 km to the northwest from
Vilnius. This complex consists of 5 hill-forts and me-
dieval town at the foot of the hills. The central
hill-fort called Altar hill-fort is encircled by three other
hill-forts and the fifth one secures the access. The writ-
ten sources mention that under the rule of the Grand
Duke Traidenis (1269—-1282 m.) the capital of Lithua-
nia was situated there. Now it is suggested to enlist the
complex in the list of UNESCO World Heritage.

Veliuona hill-forts complex and Seredzius hill-fort,
called the Palemonas hill, both situated north of Kau-
nas, on the right bank of the river Nemunas were
also visited during the trip. During the 14th century
these hill-forts formed the defensive line that protec-
ted Lithuania from the attacks of the Teutonic Order,
which lands started on the other bank of Nemunas.

At the end of the 13th century — the beginning of
the 14th century stone castles were started to be built.
Most probably it happened under the rule of Gedimi-
nas (1316-1341 m.). The development of Lithuanian
medieval castles according the construction time and
the style can be divided in two stages. Till the second
half of 14th century so-called stockyard style castles
were being built (Kaunas, Medininkai, Kréva, Lyda).
Starting from the second half of 14th castles of irre-

gular shape were started to be built on top of a hill or
in an island, as in Trakai. The latter differ from the
former, which had only one defensive tower, becau-
se they had the whole system of the defence towers,
gothic style buildings and a mansion. Such castles
were built in Vilnius (Higher and Lower castle com-
plex), Trakai (Peninsula and Island castles), Gardinas
and Naugardukas.

The stockyard castles of Kaunas and Medininkai
(both of them are described in separate articles of
this edition) were visited during the seminar. Vilnius
castle complex, Trakai and Klaipéda castles were al-
so attended. The Livonian Order founded the latter
castle in 1252, during 13301340 it was reconstruc-
ted into a convent castle, and in the XVI century it
has become a bastion castle —the first castle of such
type in all of Eastern Baltic. Big scale archaeological
research works take place in Vilnius Lower Castle
and in Klaipéda, and the political decision was made
to reconstruct Vilnius Lower Castle.

Symposium Castella Maris Baltici V1 with the Eu-
ropean Heritage Days that took place in Lithuania and
were dedicated to the defensive enforcements. That
is why the attendance of the most acknowledged re-
searches of the castles in this region provided not
only a good opportunity to get them acquainted with
the Lithuanian medieval castles, but will also stimu-
late future researches and relevant decisions to
reconstruct these monuments of the past.
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