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n September 18-22, 2001 the Symposium Castella Maris Bal-

tici VI was held in Lithuania. This is already the 6" symposium

for the researchers of the medieval castles. The first sympo-
sium was held in Turku, Finland in 1991, the second — in Nykoping,
Sweden in 1993, the third - in Malbork, Poland in 1995, the fourth -
in Estonia in 1997, and the fifth — in Denmark in 1999.
The topic of the conference held in Lithuania was “Contacts and
Genetically Dwellings in the Castle Buildings®. Over 40 scientists
participated in the conference from Denmark, Belarus, Finland, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Germany, Russia, Great Britain, Poland, Latvia,
Estonia, and Lithuania. In the conference there were not only re-
ports presented but also the most famous castles of Lithuania visi-
ted in Vilnius, Trakai, Kernavé, Kaunas and Klaipeda.
The time of this conference coincided with the European Heritage
Days “Defensive Fortifications in Lithuania®.
This conference was organised by the Public Institution Academy
of Cultural Heritage established by Vilnius University, Vilnius Aca-
demy of Arts, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Ministry of Cul-
ture of the Republic of Lithuania and Department of Cultural Herita-
ge Protection. The Symposium Castella Maris Baltici VI was spon-
sored by the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection.
The Center of Cultural Heritage funded the publishing of this publi-
cation. | would like to express my gratitude to Diana Varnaite, Direc-
tor of the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection, Vitas Karciaus-
kas, Director of the Center of Cultural Heritage, Alvydas Nikzentai-
tis, Director of Lithuanian Institute of History, Juozas Bardauskas,
Director of the Publishing House Savastis, and editors of the publi-
cation prof. Werner Meyer and dr. David Gaimster.

Especial thanks deserve my colleagues who organised this event
Rita Mosiejiené, dr. Justina Poskiené and dr. Gintautas Zabiela.

Dr. Albinas Kuncevicius
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Abb. 11. Burg Drazice. Zeichnerische Rekonstruktion des
Fensters im 2. Obergeschoss des grossen Palas.
Nach V. Mencl

ger Burg wirken konnten (Durdik - Chotebor 1993) -
praktisch keinen Widerhall.

Allgemein kann also behauptet werden, dass die
im Gegensatz zur Gblichen einheimischen Bauweise

gut erkennbaren Rezeptionen, ob nun im Bereich der
Anlage, oder der technischen Massnahmen, oder im
Bereich des kinstlerischen und architektonischen De-
tails, im Rahmen der b6hmischen Burgenarchitektur
als interessante und wichtige Episode angehdrten die
weitere Entwicklung aber nicht prinzipiell beeinflus-
sten. Sie wurden zu einem Bestandteil des ausse-
rordentlich bunten Bildes bester Qualitat, in dem pa-
rallel nebeneinander Objekte existierten, die verschie-
den fortgeschrittene und unterschiedliche genetische
Zusammenhange prasentierten. Daneben entwickel-
ten sich zahlreiche eigenstandige bdhmische Aus-
serungen der Burgenarchitektur, die dann ihrerseits
in fremden Regionen exsportiert wurden (u.a. das mit-
teleuropaische Kastell /Durdik 1994 a; 1996 b; 1998/;
oder die Artilleriebefestigungen /z.B. Durdik 1996 c/).

Anmerkung:
Dieser Artikel wurde im Rahmen des Grantprojektes A9002903

Bohmische Burgen des Ubergangstyps der Grantagentur der AW
TR verfasst.

Aleh Dziarnovich

CASTELLA ALBORUTHENICA:
CASTLE BUILDING IN BELARUS AT THE
CROSSROADS OF CULTURAL
INFLUENCES
DURING THE 12™TO 14™ CENTURIES

Der Burgenbau in Belarus (Weissrussland) im Schnittpunkt der

kulturellen Einflisse im 12. — 14. Jahrhundert

Im Territorium des gegenwartigen Belarus, das von einer sla-
wischen und baltischen Bevolkerung besiedelt ist, bestanden
im 12. Jahrhundert die Verteidigungseinrichtungen aus Holz.
Nur die christlichen Kirchen im byzantinischen Stil und einige
fUrstliche Palaste waren aus Ziegeln und Natursteinen errich-
tet. Der Nachweis der Ziegelwand am Ende des 12. Jahrhun-
derts in Hrodna (Grodno) bildete eine Uberraschung.

Die weitere Entwicklung des Burgenbaues in Belarus
ist mit dem Aufkommen des Donjons oder der Tlirme von
der Art des Bergfrieds verbunden. Hier kdnnen wir Ein-
fluss aus Wolhynien (Ukraine) vermuten. Der einzige er-

haltene Donjon, der Turm in Kamianiec (Gebiet Brest), wur-
de zwischen 1276 und 1288 errichtet.

In der ersten Halfte des 14. Jahrhunderts kam der Kas-
telltypus auf. Wahrscheinlich waren am Bau dieser
Schlésser deutsche Meister beteiligt. Diese Anlagen hat-
ten nur einen Turm. Die Modernisierung der Schlésser set-
zte am Ende des 14. Jahrhunderts ein, in Kreva und Lida
wurde ein Turm errichtet. In der Zeit der Union des
Grossflrstentums Litauen mit Polen wurde der Krieg ge-
gen den Deutschen Orden vorbereitet. In der Folgezeit
wurden die Kastelle nicht mehr umgebaut.

Aleh Dziarnovich

Athaeneum Institute of History
Vul. Akademichnaya-1

Minsk 220072, Belarus
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n the 12* century only wooden fortifications were
I known on the territory of Belarus populated with

the Slavs and Balts. That was typical for Eastern
Europe. Only Byzante churches and princes’ pala-
ces were built of stone and brick. So it was completely
unexpected to discover a brick wall dating to the end
of the 12" century in Hrodna (Grodno, north west of
Belarus). The wooden fort with wooden towers which
was built on the steep bank of the Nioman river, had
two walls of thin brick (“plinfa®, 27—29 x 16.5-18 x
3.5-4.5 cm) the walls were not less then 5 m high).
The longest one was 42—45 m long. There is an ex-
planation of how these walls could come into
existence. The second half of the 12" century was
the time when a number of brick christian churches
and a prince’s palace were built in Hrodna. The chro-
nicles mention that wooden fortifications were burnt
down in the fire of 1183. It was at that time when the
brick walls appeared (they were erected on the thick
layer of coal left by the fire) (fig.1). For this purpose
the bricks that had been destined for the church we-
re used (A. Trusau, V. Sobal, N. Zdanovich 1993:
19-22). This account is suppoeted by the fact that
figured bricks were used together with rectangular
ones (A. Trusau 1990: 44). That could only happen
in case of an emergency.

Historians think that the walls were built by the
architect Peter Milaneg who moved to Kiev together
with his guild of builders in 1190-s (P. Rapaport
1987: 21-22.). It is known that Peter Milaneg had
constructed a stone wall in Vydubick monastery in
1199 on the orders of prince Rurik. It was a breast-
wall on the bank of the Dnieper river and it was used

simultaneously as an observation platform (P. A. Rap-
poport 1982: 26). And that surprised contemporaries
very much. Milaneg was even compared by the cro-
nicler with the biblical architect Veseliil. The fact that
the annals have kept the name of the architect is al-
so indicative.

But it is necessary to note that the wall in Hrodna
practically had no basement and was erected on a
thin layer of building refuse. Consequently it was not
of great defensive significance.Yet since it stood out
among the city’s wooden buildings it had rather de-
corative function. The brick wall was also to raise the
Hrodna prince’s prestige. Thus the traditions of sto-
ne and brick fortifications in Belarus were only
developed at the end of the 12th century.

The following stage of stone castle building in Be-
larus is connected with the donjon - type towers. In
this case we should recognize the influence of the
territory of Ukraine. The tower of Kamianiec (Brest
region) (fig. 2) is the only preserved tower of this type
in Belarus. It was built by the architect Aleksa betwe-
en 1276 and 1288 by the order of the Volhyn prince
Vladimir who was in the posessession of this territo-
ry at that time (Polnoe sobranie russkich letopisey
1962: 876, 924). The tower was situated inside of the
ring of the ramparts with wooden walls on them. The-
re were significant changes in building materials and
engineering of the construction. In the 13th century
“plinfa®“ were not used any more; large-sized bricks
were used (26.5 x 13.5 x 8 cm), which have traces
along the wide sides left by the craftsman’s fingers
(so called “palchatka®). The masonary is characteri-
zed by: two long sides and one short side. Such a

Fig. 1. The brick wall in the Hrodna wooden fort. 12 c. (Reconstruction by Fiodar Sielazniou)
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Fig. 2. Kamianiec tower (It was built between 1276 and 1288).
Cross-section

masonary system was widespread throughout the
Baltic region and is called “Baltic*. The Kamianiec
tower was 30m high, the thickness of the walls 2.5
m, the external diameter 13.5 m. Besides some Got-
hic elements can be observed in the decoration of

the arches.This defensive work had mighty basement
made of large boulders, interspersed with fine sand.

This type of towers received the name of “Volhyn
towers®. This term was used by Rappoport for the
first time while studying such towers on the territory
of Volhyn (P. A. Rappoport 1952). There was a rec-
tangular donjon in Brest; a round brick tower stood in
the wooden castle of Turau (not very far from the
Ukrainian border).

But not all the donjons on the territory of Belarus
can be captured by the term “Volhyn towers*. In the
end of the 13" century the wooden and brick fortifica-
tions of the Hrodna castle were strengthened by a
brick tower which projected out of the wall line (fig.3).
This tower is mentioned for the first time in 1277 in
the connection with the princes of Halich - Volhyn
campaign against Hrodna (Polnoe sobranie russkich
letopisey 1962: 579). In 1398—1402 the Duke Vitaut
(Vytautas) built a new Gothic stone castle so that the
13" century donjon was incorporated into the new
defensive system (N. N. Voronin 1954: 189-191,
M. A. Tkachev 1978: 53-54). The tower kept on to
protect the approach to the gate of the castle. In the
second half of the 13" century the gate of the Navah-
radak (Navahrudak) castle was protected by the

Fig. 3. Hrodna castle (Engravin
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. Zuendt, 1568). The 13" century Donjon
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quadrangular stone tower. In the 14" century the ba-
sement and the walls rests of this tower were used
for the construction of the new central (or Shield) to-
wer built of brick. The same can be said for the Small
castle tower of Navahradak.

The building tradition characterized by separate
towers had been retained in Belarus for quite a long
period. Towers of this type were built during the 15
century (e.g. the Miadziel castle). And even later in
the 16™ century this old tradition did not disappear
entirely and the towers of this type were sometimes
built of wood. Such towers are known in the castles
of Polack (Polotsk) and Radaskovicy, the remnants
of the octagonal wooden “donjon“ were excavated
by the archaeologists in Mscislau (M. A. Tkachev
1987: 11-12). No wonder that a donjon is depicted
on the arms of Kamianiec town (A. Citou 1989: 114~
115, E. RimSa 1999: 255-258).

Itis considered, that donjons appeared in central
and eastern Europe in connection with the changes
in the sieging tactics. Taking the castles by storm with
catapults replaced passive sieging. The donjons ap-
peared as the response to these changes. Powerful
defensive towers were intended to strengthen stra-
tegic qualities of the castles. They could not be so
easily destroyed by catapults, provided the castles
with more intensive shooting defense, so-called “de-
ad zones" of bombardment were reduced. It was
possible to carry out circular firing and in some ca-
ses to flank fire in the most dangerous areas of the
fortification (P. A. Rappoport 1962: 625).

Such towers were “the main element* in the de-
fensive system of the Livonian castles in 13" century
(Turaida / Treiden, Viljandi / Fellin, Tallinn / Reval)
and in the 14" century (Paide / Weissenstein, Vent-
spils / Windau etc.) (V. I. Neiman 1893: 36—37, Janis
Graudonis 1966: 69-74, |. Ose 2001: 235-244).
Round “main towers* were known in the region of
Basel since the middle of the 12th
century (Werner Meyer 1982: 287—

cant stratification of the 14"-15% ¢. in Polack (S. V.
Tarasau 1998: 35, 40).

The material culture of the previous (the 12—13
centuries) and the following (the 1516t centuries)
periods have more definite characteristics. We can
assume that this was connected with the cultural
transformations which took place in our region. Until
the 13" century. Belarus was within the Byzantian cul-
tural sphere of influence. But with the formation of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (GDL) Belarus wasto
be enclosed into the Baltic cultural area.

One of the distinctive features in the castle buil-
ding in the new state were regular castles. The most
possibly that German specialists took part in the buil-
ding of the regular castles. Here it is necessary to
mention the fact of invitation of the craftsmen from
the cities of the Hanseatic League by Grand Duke
Gedymin / Gediminas in 1323. Belarusian historians
consider that they took part in building of the Lida
castle (fig.4) either in the 1320 to 1328 (M. A. Tka-
chev 1987: 35, A. A. Trusau 1990: 8) or during first
half of the 14th century (A. Kraucevich, A. Trusau
1992: 83).

But Lida castle is first mentioned in 1384, when it
was captured by the Teutonic Knigts. As a rule the
narrative sources of that time may not mark the year
of construction, yet they mention the dates of destruc-
tions and attacks.

This castle (93.5 x 83.5 x 80 x 84 m) was builtin a
marshy district on a “pillow" of stones and sand. Ori-
ginally the castle had only one tower (11.3 x
11.3 m). The second tower was built at the end of the
14" — beginning of the 15" century (12x 12.5x 12.3
x 12.15 m). The walls of the castle and its towers
were made in the following technique — at first two
external parts of the wall were built of stone, and then
the space between them was filled with fine stones
and lime. Bricks were used only for basic elements

293). This list can be continued.
The towers of this type most likely
only had insignificant regional fea-
tures and were widespread all
through Europe.

But if we want to understand
the further evolution of castle buil-
ding in Belarus we should return
to the end of the 14! century. Be-
larusian archaeologists have
some problems in dating the ci-
ties’ material culture of the end of
the 13"—14" century. Some arche-
aologists charicterize this period
in terms of “some regress* in the
material and spiritual culture of
Hrodna in the second half of the

13"-14"century (J. G. Zverugo

1989: 66) or write about insignifi-  Fig. 4. Lida castle. Reconstruction for 1516 centuries (by Aleh Trusau and Uladzimir Kisly)
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Fig. 5. Kreva castle. Picture by Napoleon Orda (Middle of the 19" c.)

of design and architectural details (the walls’ corners,
decorative belts on the walls’ facades, arches, vaults,
loopholes).

The latest archaeological researches proved that
the Kreva castle (85 x 108.5 x 71.55 x 97.2 m) was
built at the end of the13" to early 14" centuries
(A. Dziarnovich, A. Trusau, |. Charniauski 1993: 5,
M. Tkachey, |. Charniauski 1997: 287). The Duke To-
wer (fig. 5) (18.65 x 17 m) of the castle was built later
than the walls. The builders, being in a hurry, first
built only the walls and then erected the tower. The
Duke Tower can be called a donjon itself since it had
not only military functions but also residential. The
fragments of frescos (including those with the ima-
ges of people) were found. They covered internal
walls and the windows’ jambs. This remarkable fact
testifies to the status of the Kreva castle (fig. 6).

Kreva castle is mentioned for the first time in an
account of Kiejstut / Kestutis’ assassination at the
castle in 1382; it was there where the conditions of
the Kreva union between the Grand Duchy of Lithua-
nia and the Polish Kingdom in 1385 were worked
out. The castle of Medininkai (Lithuanian Republic)
is another regular castle of the GDL.

The first regular castles in the neighbouring Livo-
nia were built already in the end of the 12— beginning
of the 13" century. The Heinrich Chronicle informs,
that the construction of Ikskile / Uexkil and Holme
castles on the Dzvina / Daugava river took place in
1185-1186. The chronicle mentions also that the craf-

tsmen from Gotland had been invited to build them.
According to leva Ose, Livonian castles were built by
the craftsmen from Lower Saxony and Middle Ger-
many (leva Ose 2003).

The regular castles in the GDL had some specific
features of their own. The area of the castle’s ground
was increased in size in comparison with the castles
of the Teutonic Knights’ Orders in Livonia and Prus-
sia. In case of threat, not only military groups, but
also the civil inhabitants could hide behind the walls.
Since the castles were usually built in marshy low-
lands they needed an artificial mounds to be thrown
up. The internal space between the walls was filled
with stones.

It is necessary to say something about the dis-
cussions concerning the time when the first regular
castles in the GDL came into existence. Belarusian
researchers are inclined “to make them more an-
cient®; on the contrary Lithuanian historians give very
late dates. Algirdas Zalnierius considers Medininkai,
Lida and Kreva castles to be built after 1380. (Algir-
das Zalnierius 2003). It is possible to agree with the
statement that the first Kaunas castle was beeng built
in 1361, but until the spring of 1362 it had not been
finished. There are also some indirect written data
which lets us assume that the castle of Lida was built
in the first half of the 14" century.

It may seem strange to admit but neither Belaru-
sian nor Lithuanian historians while studying the castles
of GDL do not take into account the castles of Volhyn
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Fig. 6. Excursion party near walls of the Kreva castle. Photo of the beginning of the 20" c.

(the historic region of Ukraine) which made part of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania as well. The historical sour-
ces directly say that the building of the Upper and the
Lower castles in Luck / Lutsk was launched by the
prince Lubart (Gedymin / Gediminas’s son; the prince
of Volhyn in 1340-1384) (Pamyatniki, izdannye vre-
mennoy komissiey dla razbora drevnich aktov 1859:
66). It was really significant castle ensemble more com-
plex than regular castles. Some researchers consider
that Lubart has only erected the walls and the towers
of the Lower castle (G. N. Logvin 1967: 102—-107). But
anyway it was a grandiose building enterprise which
proved that the central authorities of the state had be-
en acqainted with the stone castles building. Most likely
that Volhyn craftsmen themselves took part in the const-
ruction. Yet there must be no doubt that the information
and technological exchange with the Belarusian and
Lithuanian territories of the GDL existed. Again it is
necessary to mention the fact that in the middle of the
14t century the prince Koriat's sons (who was the du-
ke Alhierd/ Algirdas’s brother) constructed the complete
system of fortifications (the strong stone castle in Ka-
menec as its part) in Podolsk lands (south-west of
Ukraine). No stone fortifications existed there before
when the territory was controlled by the Tartars (M.
Hrusevski 2001: 134).

The large-scale castle building in the first half the
14" century demanded enormous expense of finan-

cial resources and labour forces of the state. The tra-
ditional Belarusian curse is one of the evidences of
the efforts: «Let you carry the stones to the Kreva
castle!»

But by the middle of the 14" century the castles
are not built any more. The castle building in Belarus
was renewed only by the end of the 14" century. If
we compare the course of events and some indirect
evidencies from the annals we shall come to the conc-
lusion that this happened as a result of the plague
pandemic of 1347—1351. In these conditions the go-
vernment could not mobilize the population for large
scale building. The government could only afford to
modernize the state castles at the end of the 14" cen-
tury. New towers were built in the castles of Kreva
and Lida. That was the time when the GDL together
with the Polish Kingdom was preparing for the war
against the teutonic Order.

Afterwards these regular castles were not rebuilt.
Has been preserved the 14" century lay-out. At the
same time many European regular castles were re-
built. For this reason the archaic types of regular
castles in Belarus and Lithuania are of great value.

| have not mentioned all Belarusian castles. | ha-
ve just tried to illustrate the difficult and sometimes
unexpected history of castle building in Belarus and
to show the different factors which affected this pro-
cess.

Qystein Ekroll

NORWEGIAN CASTLES NORTH OF THE
ARCTIC CIRCLE

Burgen in Norwegen nérdlich des Polarkreises

Drei mittelalterliche Burgen sind in Norwegen nordlich des
Polarkreises bekannt. Die runde Burg Tromso, deren Dur-
chmesser 60 Meter betragt, wurde um 1250 héchstwahr-
scheinlich von Kénig Hakon IV. errichtet, zum Schutz vor
russischen Angriffen. Sie markierte damals die nérdliche
Grenze des Konigreiches. Um 1300 wurde die zweite
konigliche Burg in Vardo, im nérdlichsten Teil von Norwe-
gen gegrindet. Diese erste Burg, Uber die nichts bekannt
ist, wurde im 15. Jahrhundert durch eine quadratische An-

lage ersetzt. Sie mass 39x39 Meter im Quadrat und war
mit holzernen Tldrmen und Befestigungen ausgestattet.
Diese Burg wurde 1734 zur noch heute bestehenden Fes-
tung umgebaut. Eine katholische Kirche wurde in Tronde-
nes errichtet, wo eine grosse Steinburg im 15. Jahrhun-
dert gegriindet worden war. Die Burg war spéter von einer
4 bis 5 Meter hohen Mauer mit mindestens zwei Tirmen
umgeben. Nach der Reformation verschwand die Mauer,
weil man sie nicht mehr bendétigte.

Qystein Ekroll
Willmannsveita 2
N-7012 Trondheim, Norway






