Vulfstano, kuris pats lankési vakariniy balty prekybos centre Truso, kel ni
aprasyme (apie 900 m.) yra konkretesniy, Ziniy apie aiscius. Minimos Aistma
(Estmere) su nerija ir nuo &ia prasidéjes gintaro kelias | Akviléjg, pateikiama infor
macijos apie balty, vélesniy prisy, tikéjimus ir laidotuviy paproéius. '

X 'a. Miuncheno kodekse ,Nomina diversarum provinciarum et urbium‘ pa
minéti lenky ir rusy kaimynysteje gyvene prisai (precun, bruteri). Po Adalbert
Prahos vyskupo misijos 997 m. priisai minimi palyginti daznai. Araby keliaun
kas Ibn Jakubas (Xl a.) prasus, Siaurinius Lenkijos karalystés kaimynus vadin:
brusivardu. Tokia prisy genties vardo jvairové atsispindi ir XHI-XIV a. Vokiegi
ordino $altiniuose, kur priisai vadinami Pruci, Prutheni, Bruteni.

Jotvingiai minimi 983 m., kai kunigaikstis Vladimiras uzéme jy Zemes. Véliau s
jais kovojo ir kiti slavy kunigaiksciai. Jotvingiy arba stduviy visuomenés charakteris
tika radytiniuose $altiniuose atitinka ir kity balty genciy socialing struktlirg X—-XiV g

Gali buti, jog Coldae vardu Jordanas vadino galindy gentj. Véliau, Xll a., rust
kronikose jie vadinami Goljaden ir gyveno | pietus bei vakarus nuo Maskvos.

Apie kur8ius, gyvenusius Baltijos pakrantéje nuo Rygos jlankos Siauréje ik
Nemuno pietuose, jy ,karalyste, Zemes bei svarbesnius ,miestus” (Seeburg, Ap
le) X a. viduryje informuoja Hamburgo — Bremeno arkivyskupas Rimbertas (,Vit:
Anskarii). Pasak islandy istoriko Snorre Sturlesono (§v. Olafo saga, paradyta Xl 2
pradzioje), [X a. 7-ajame deSimtmetyje Upsalos karalius Erikas nukariavo Kur§g
state ten pilis. Si Zinia laikoma hipotetiska, tagiau tokie jvykiai galéjo biti — neabe
jotinos V=Xl a. pr. Svedy, o nuo IX a. ir dany pastangos uzkariauti kursiy Zeme

Adamas Bremenietis savo apie 1076 m. paradytame darbe ,Gesta Hamma
burgensis ecclesiae pontificum” aprado turtingg kursiy krasta, pabréZzdamas gau
sybe burtininky ir Zyniy. Adomo Bremeniecio Ziniomis, KurSe vienas dany pirkly
isteigé parapijq ir pastaté baznycia. Prie§ingai nei kursius, jis prisus, arba Sam
bijos gyventojus, vadina taikiais Zmonémis. RaSydamas apie Aestland autoriu;
turi galvoje ne balty, bet esty Zemes.

Kairiajame Dauguvos Zemupio krante gyvenusiy Ziemgaliy kraStas Sem/ga
lia minimas X a. pr. ,Annales Ryenses" ir ,Annales Ripenses”. Ziemgala Simkal
vardu paminéta Xl a. vid. datuojamame Mervalos (S6dermanland) runy akmeny
je. Gali bati, jog Ziemgalos vardas yra uZrasytas ir kituose dviejuose akmenys
(Goksten ir Gronsta). Garsiame Xl a. pr. jrade ant svarstykliy dézutés i$ Sigtuno
Ziemgalos vardo pamingjimas yra problemati§kas — gali bati, jog ten turima
galvoje pirklys i8 Sembos.

Lietuvos — vienos i§ didZiausiy, balty genciy vardas pirma kartg aptinkama:
tik 1008 m. (Annalen Quedlinburgenses). Nestoro kronikoje (Povestj vremen
nych let), kur aprasomi jvykiai nuo [IX iki Xil a., pirmg kartg minimi latgalial
ISvardinant jvairias balty gentis, pazymima, jog jos $neka atskiromis kalbomis.

Apie baltus pateikty VI-XI a. radytiniy Ziniy autoriai patys nebuvo baltai
Zinios gautos per tarpininkus, ne i§ pirmy IGpy. Be to, kroniky, aprasymy arb
dokumenty sudarytojai buvo dideliy valstybiy arba gendiy atstovai, o jy informa
cijoje paprastai vyrauja Zinios apie bandymus nukariauti balty gentis (1 Zml.]
priversti jas paklusti ar mokeéti duokle.

hieftains and Traders looking East -
1e Late Roman and Early Germanic
eriod contacts between the

astern Baltic and |

he Southern Scandinavian area

LLA LUND HANSEN

This paper intends to point out connections between the Western and Eastern
Baltic areas on the basis of archaeological material.

Publication language and Mapping.

Not only has the language of publication often erected a barrier hampering
our understanding of the results of archaeological research in the East Baltic
states, but also (and this is a connected matter) until recent years it has not been
ommon for the mapping of archaeological material to cover the whole Baltic
Sea region (Bitner-Wréblewska 1992, 1995). Maps often incorporate either the
West Scandinavian area, the German or the Polish coast zone, Samland or the
East Baltic territory. You may wonder, if maps where the East Baltic area is totally
thout symbols, really do indicate, that the objects under analysis do not exist
n the area. Another common occurence is for map legends, very conveniently,
_are placed in the corner of the map, blocking out an area - just as often happens
n Denmark, where Bornholm is forgotten or covered over by the map text.

Scandinavia

_Insouth-western Scandinavia in the Late Roman and Migration periods there is
_clear evidence of trade connections and maybe other kinds of contact with the
Western Roman Provinces, as well as convincing evidence of connections with
the Baltic Sea and from thence further on to the Black Sea region.

The highpoint of the Danish island of Zealand (Sjelland) during the third and
fourth centuries involves both western and eastern long distance contacts, and
much debate about the role of Denmark in Late Roman period is based upon
the character of south-east Denmark and its role as middleman between the
eastern and western parts of the Baltic Sea region.

) Verté V. Zulku
Evalds Muguréviés

Latvijas Vé&stures instituts
Akadémijas laukuma 1, Rig4,
LV-1050 Latvija
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Baltic and Polish archaeological research yence from abroad and the amber trade

Archaeological studies of the Baltic countries, including Lithuania and as.we
Northern, Central and Southern Poland, illustrate, that there were close contac
between east and west - stretching from the Baltic countries and Poland to Dej
mark (Kokowski 1995). The Danish islands of Bornholm, Zealand and Funen a
situated at the western end of the Baltic Sea, whence other waterways leg
further on to the North Sea, the Channel, the Rhineland and so forth. F

Theories already published concerning these contacts are not of di
importance here, where the presence of colleagues from the Eastern Baltic are
provide me with the possibility of carrying the discussion further on about tw
main questions, that is, to get an idea of how the ties operated during the Lai
Roman (mid-second to the end of the fourth century A.D.) and Migration perioc
and more explicitly, between which territories these ties stretched.

Archaeological literature, especially new publications such as the very us
ful catalog “Die Balten”, states, that the culture of the Western Balts was forme:
apparently, in close connection with three other cultural centres: Central Europ
Scandinavia and Finland (Kaczynski 1987). However, a row of new publication
has appeared, including the publication of the Plinkaigalis buriai groun
(Kazakevicius 1993), the very fine overview of Samland during the Roman perio
and the connections with the Roman Empire and Barbaricum (Nowakowski 199t
as well as the work of Okulicz-Kozaryn (1992) concerning the lower Weichel are
during the early Roman period. .

_mapping of Roman imports by Eggers in 1951 and also his interpretation
s it clear, that east of the river Passarge, that is, in East Prussia, Lithuania
 Latvia (south of the river Dlina) - imports of Roman provincial fibulae are
eor frequent, but most other import groups are missing (Eggers 1951). Eggers’
othesis was that this map described a border-line between Baltic people and
1o-Ugrian people, just as he suggested, that the distribution of the Roman
nze vessels illustrated a border between the Balts and the Germanic people
gers 1951 Karte 4). Today, it seems difficult to reconcile ethnic, linguistic and
haeological conceptions with such mappings as these.

. During the first and second centuries A.D., the influence of Przeworsk culture
he Western Balts was apparently very strong. Przeworsk culture again came
y under the influence of the Roman Empire and in fact it got status as middle-
n operating with the coastal zone of the Baltic Sea. The Przeworsk culture
arently administrated the amber trade routes, which brought amber from
mland, Masuria and Western Lithuania to the Roman Danubian Provinces.
_Thanks to this route, Roman imports reached the Eastern Baltic region early,
specially Roman coins (mostly bronze coins - sestertii) and Norisch-Pannonian
other Roman fibulae types. Nevertheless, Roman bronze vessels and glass
e surprisingly rare. The pattern of Roman import in this area is interesting, be-
use the Western Balts apparently got so few Roman vessels. This is in contrast
the neighbouring Przeworsk- and Wielbark cultures. The same is to be said
bout Terra Sigillata. Roman coins are mostly found in Baltic graves dated from
e end of the second to the middle of the third century A.D. The latest distribution
ps illustrate the same eastern limit for Terra Sigillata north of the Carpathians
Jursche 1992b). By contrast many Roman glass beads are known, but not yet
lly handled (TRADED?). Among the imported Roman jewellery of bronze and
ver the enamel decorated fibulae should to be mentioned. Roman weapons are
dremely rare, unlike in certain other parts of Barbaricum including Scandinavia.

Contacts

Viewed from the westernmost part of the Baltic Sea, from the South Scandinavia
area, there exists today a better understanding of contacts between south-wes
ern Scandinavia and the Western Roman Provinces and the Northern Polish are
Also connections can be traced between certain parts of Denmark and soutl
east European culture - the Cherniachov/Sintana de Mures cultures. Contacts be
tween south Scandinavia and the coastal zone of Germany and Poland are docf
mented convincingly. However, there remains some difficulty in understanding th
significance of Late Roman Baltic finds in connection with South Scandinavia._

ielbark culture barrier

wards the end of the second century A.D., the Eastern Baltic countries were
olated from the Przeworsk culture because of the Wielbark culture, and thereaf-
r communication with the Roman Empire changed. Roman imports originating
m Gaul and the Roman Germanic provinces show that a more western conti-
tiental relationship over both land and sea now existed. Contacts with both Scan-
navia and the Rhineland were of importance. From the fourth century A.D.
wards the waterways connecting the Baltic Sea with the Black Sea region
ined great importance - also for Scandinavia.

Raw material

Certain kinds of raw material in the Baltic area was of great interest to othi
Germanic areas and especially to the Roman Provinces. Therefore, the theoi
that the Eastern Baltic region not was closely involved in a network of exchang
and trade during the Late Roman and Migration periods is not convincing. A
early as the first century A.D. the amber trade is mentioned in written source
(Pliny the Elder (23-79)). In Historia Naturalis Pliny describes a Roman amb . .
expedition conducted by a Roman knight from Carnuntum; this expedition too Discussion

place under the reign of the emperor Nero. People living in the East Baltic are The problems raised here are clearly set forth by Michelbertas (Michelbertas
are also mentioned by Tacitus (ca.55-120) in his Germania as the Aestii, an 92:282): “Wir kénnen die Schlussfolgerung ziehen, dass die Kontakte der
Claudius Ptolemy (90-168) described the “Galindai” and the “Soudinoi”. After {h Bevolkerung Litauens mit den rémischen Provinzen an der Mitteldonau, die am
second century A.D. no classical sources describe this area for quite a long tim: Anfang des ersten Jahrhunderts n. Chr. angekniipft worden waren, ihre Blitezeit

82 83




ariekab Mark even only fingering of East Baltic type Beckmann 1969 type 29
eckmann 1969:42; Lund Hansen 1995:230). We should add to these: gold or
ver torques with pearshaped closing (Roggenbuck 1988; Andersson 1995:90
Carnap-Bornheim 1996 a:162 ff.; Carap-Bornheim 1996b:351 ff.), knob- shaped
mlets (Andersson 1995:66 ff.; Lund Hansen 1995:203 ff.; Carnap-Bornheim
a6a:262 ff., Carnap-Bornheim 1996b:349 ff., 4791.;), Late Roman drinking horns
th ornamented mountings (Andrzejowski 1991:7 ff.) and horse equipment
ilbert-Rost 1994).

At the same time, some objects are spread in a region from Denmark to the
ack Sea without leaving any trace in Lithuania, i.e certain types of iron and
bone combs (Lund Hansen 1995:413 ff.), “Ringknaufschwerter” (Lund Hansen
1995:386 ff.), runic inscriptions (Lund Hansen 1995:414; Stoklund 1995:317 f.),
rtain fibulae types as the rosette fibulae (Lund Hansen 1995:212 ff.), the swas-
tika fibulae (Lund Hansen 1995:214 ff.) and glass originating from the Black Sea
region (Lund Hansen 1995:392 1., 413f.). Itis difficult to present a clear conclu-
sion on this basis partly because of a diverse distribution pattern and partly
pecause of chronological problems. The chronological problems develop be-
cause many objects or types are dated later in the East Baltic area than in the
South Scandinavian area, as for example, the afore-mentioned drinking horns.
Recent discussions with colleagues have led to the important conclusion, that
some types, which in the north European area are dated to the Late Roman
period, in the East Baltic region exist far into the Migration period.

The following examples stress or in fact sum up most of the already men-

tioned problems: as in the last century excavations have been made at the Dan-
ish weapon offering bog at Nydam, as there have been recently toointhe Ejsbal
bog and the lllerup bog (llkjeer 1994, 1996). In Nydam last summer we found a
“jon"-figure - totally un-Sscandinavian - stratigraphically located at the transition
from the fourth to the fifth century A.D. (Rieck 1996). It must be compared with the
figures in the Martinovka-hoard in the Ukraine, south of Kiev, but such examples
are also known from Langobardic central-European material.
A consequence of more and more objects being mapped these years is,
that we gain a still more complicated and complex picture of the distribution of
a row of antiquities with wide distribution..., which complicate the answers to the
archaeological material about what kind of contacts there actually were between
certain regions, the background to these elationships, the leap in some distribu-
tion patterns and the clear deviation within certain datings.

in der zweiten Hélfte des 1. Jhs. erlebt haben. Als der “Bernsteinweg” im 3. Jh a
Bedeutung verlor, erstarkten die Kontakte der Westbalten mitden Rheinprovinze
auf dem Seeweg. Eben aus dieser Provinzen gelangten nach Litauen emailverziert
Schmucksachen, grosse Mengen von Glasperlen, wohl auch ein Teil der rémische
Miinzen. Als “Renaissance” der Beziehungen zwischen dem Mitteldonaugebi
und den Gebieten der Westbalten gilt die jungere Kaiserzeit (Stufen C3 und D
auch die frithe Volkerwanderungszeit.”

In recent archaeological literature we find several statements about cor
tacts between the Western Baltic area and Scandinavia/Rhineland during th
Late Roman period. Bearing in mind, that the almost total absence of Roma
bronze and glass vessel types, which are so common in Denmark, from th
Western Balt find -complexes, is very strange - despite the Wielbark culture'e;
planation - this makes archaeologists wonder what the nature of the above dé
scribed contacts actually was.

Bursche has an essential point in his paper from 1992 published in “Barbancu
'92" where he says, that at the present stage of research, it seems, that the A
coinage flowing into the Western Balt circle territories mostly passed through th
Rhine Limes, and that the latest part may have come directly from ltaly (Bursch
1992a). The inflow of these coins could be caused by an urgent need to chang
direction of exchange as a result of the political events and migrations, whic
took place in the third quarter of the second century - the traditional links b
tween the Empire and European Barbaricum must have been badly disturbe
The Marcomannic wars must have disturbed the regular exchange along th
amber route (Lund Hansen 1991), as also other scholars have suggested.

Connections along a much longer route must have been established for th
transport of easily transportable goods (e.g. coinage) and for assuring the delive
of amber. As pointed out by some scholars, there are astonishing amounts
amber in the Rhineland from the mid-second century (where the amber manufactu
in Aquileia (northem ftaly) more or less ceased) (Lund Hansen 1987:235 ff.; 1991:17
ff.). Bursche’s point is, that this could be the result of a direct trade connectio
because these very emissions are lacking in Denmark and on the Baltic Islands. Th
trade through the Baltic Sea ended very socon because of the increasing troubl
during the third century with the heavy attacks on the Rhineland. First within'th
period of emperor Constantine coins reached the Western Balts again in mode
amounts, but they did so now from another and more eastern route.

This change in connections in the late Roman period fits well with the post
late of a route from the Cherniachov/Sintana de Mures culture passing the Wielba
culture and the Westbalt area up to the Danish islands during the fourth and fift
century. The problem can be portrayed in this way: were there really connectio
between the Western Balts and South Scandinavia and again from South Scan
navia to the Rhineland, or was there also a direct route from the Western Balts
the Rhineland in the third and fourth century, and what kind of archaeologic
material do we need in order to progress with this discussion?

Objects known from Denmark/Scandinavia and the Baltic area, which unde
line this statement about interregional contacts are: breloque formed amber bea
(Tempelmann-Maczyriska 1985:81 ff.; Lund Hansen 1987:235 ff.; Lund Hans
1991:177 ff.; Lund Hansen 1995:217 f{.), pendants such as, for example, bask
formed pendants (Lund Hansen 1995:222 ff.), and from Easternmost Zealand
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Vadai ir pirkliai Zitirint j rytus — Senojo gelezies amiiausﬂ
pabaigos ir didZiojo tauty kraustymosi laikotarpio pradzios
ry$iai tarp Ryty Pabaltijo ir piety Skandinavijos

ULLA LUND HANSEN

Santrauka

Ne tik publikacijy kalba daznai pastato barjera tarp Ryty Pabaltijo archeologiniy,
tyringjimy, supratlmo bet i§ dalies ir tai, jog trGksta archeologinés medZiagos
kartografavimo. Zemélapiai apima arba vakary Skandinavija ir Vokietijos pajari,
_arba Lenkijos, Sambijos ir Ryty Pabaltijo teritorijas. Kai Rytinés Baltijos jurjos_
pakrantés vaizduojamos be simboliy, tai atrodo, kad medZiagos jose apskntaf
néra. Tas pat yra ir su Danijos teritorijos kartografavimu, kai simboliai isdéstomi
Zzemelapio pakrastyje, taip dingsta, pavyzdziui, Bornholmas.

Akivaizds duomenys apie prekybinius ir galbOt kitokius rySius tarp pietva-
karinés Skandinavijos ir Vakary Romos imperijos provincijy Senojo gelezies am-
_ Ziaus pabaigoje — didZiojo tauty kraustymosi pradzZioje, taip pat su Ryty Pa?al-
tiju ir i3 &ia toliau iki Juodosios jlros. Pastebimi ir rySiai nusidrieke tarp Danijos
ir pietry&iy Europoje buvusios Cerniachovo-Sintana de Mures kultdros.

Archeologiniai tyringjimai Baltijos valstybése rodo, kad buvo glaudds koq-
_ taktai tarp ryty ir vakary — tarp Baltijos valstybiy ir Lenkijos i$ vienos pusés_ ir
Danijos i kitos. Naujos publikacijos parodeé, kad vakary balty kultira vystési
glaudZziame kontakte su kitais Baltijos jlros regionais, kaip antai: Centrine Euro-
pa, Skandinavija ir Suomija.
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Baltijos regiono medZiaga yra svarbi kitiems germany pasaulio regionams
ypat¢ Romos imperijos provincijoms. Taciau teorija, kad Ryty Pabaltijys nebuve
nepertraukiamai jtrauktas | prekybos tinkla, yra nepatikima. Jau | a. po Kr. ragy
tiniai altiniai mini tokius ry$ius buvus.

Vis daugiau ir daugiau dirbiniy pastaraisiais metais kartografuojant susidar
painus paveikslas, kuris komplikuoja atsakyma apie rySiy tarp jvairiy regiony kil
me ir kokiais rysiais jie buvo susieti.
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ie Theorie einer gleichmafigen Entwicklung der baltischen Kultur in der Eisenzeit

Gimbutiené 1985: 109; Nakaité 1991: 99) wird durch neues arch&ologisches
laterial in Frage gestelit. Diese Funde zeigen, daR die Welle der Vélkerwande-
ungen den baltischen Kulturbereich erreichte und unmittelbaren Einflul® auf die
enese der baltischen Stamme hatte (Siménas 1994). Bei der Genese der Kuren
elbst bleibt es immer noch problematisch, einen permanenten Zusammenhang
zwischen der Kultur der Skelettgraber mit Steinkreisen des 1.-4. Jhs. und der
kurischen Kultur des 8.-13. Jhs. herzustellen. Die arch@ologische Fachwelt
iskutiert zur Zeit nicht besonders heftig Gber diesen Problemkreis, sondern
orrigiert im Licht der neuesten Funde die Grenzen der “protokurischen” Kultur
und sucht nach neuen Beweisen einer Fortsetzung der rémisch-kaiserzeitlichen
ultur in der Kultur der mittelalterlichen Kuren. Die kulturellen und ethnischen
Prozesse der Volkerwanderungszeit an der baltischen OstseekUste sind in der
Forschung ohne besondere Beachtung geblieben.

Die Kulturen der rémischen Kaiserzeit

Diein der letzten Zeit verdoppelte Anzahl der Funde ermdéglicht es, die Grenzen
der sogenannten Memelkultur (Engel, La Baume 1937: 124-126), d.h. der Kultur
der Skelettgraber mit Steinkreisen, zu korrigieren. In Westlitauen sind gegenwartig
34 entsprechende Graberfelder aus dem 1.-4. Jh. bekannt. Der Kulturkreis der
Skelettgréaber mit Steinkreisen umfalite die litauische Ostseekiste vom Unterlauf
der Memel (Nemunas) im Siiden bis zum Heiligen-Aa (Sventoji) im Norden; die
Jstliche Grenze (iberschritt die Jara (Vaitkunskiené 1997: 155) - Abb. 1.

In diesem Kulturkreis herrschten Skelettgraber vor; der Brauch der Verbrennung
‘wurde nurim 1.-2. Jh. praktiziert (Kurmaiéiai, Ridaigiai). Es wurden dort aber auch
dhnliche Urnengraber wie im Samland angetroffen. Die Graber mit Steinkreisen
werden Flachgréber genannt, im 1.-2. Jh. (Engel, La Baume 1937: 149; Michel-
bertas 1986: 31; Tautavicius 1996:) und vielleicht auch spater (Zulkus 1995: 82,85)
hatten aber einige von ihnen auch flache Erdhigel. Ein oder mehrere Steinkreise
sind etwa 5-7 m grof, in der Mitte sind kleine Steine, manchmal auch Steinpflaster
(Kasugiai, Aukstakiemiai/Oberhof). Die Graber wurden auf der Erdoberflache oder
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