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5. RELIKTY ,
KULTURY POGANSKIE]
(POLOWA XIII- .

~POCZATEK XVI w.)

Poczynajac od XIII w. Litwa pozostawala w stalym
kontakcie ze $wiatem chrzedcijafiskim. Byt on utrzymywany
miedzy innymi poprzez zwiazki matzefiskie moznych zawie-
rane z przedstawicielami ruskich prawostawnych rodéw
ksiazecych, liczne najazdy na ziemie chrzeécijanskich sasia-
déw — Polske i Ru$, walki z zakonem krzyZzackim. Masowy
naplyw jeficéw chrzeécijafiskich, a takze pojawienie sie na
Litwie coraz liczniejszej rzeszy rzemielnikéw i kupcodw
z Buropy Zachodniej sprzyjalo poznawaniu nowej wiary.
W polowie XIII w. wladca Litwy Mendog wraz z czescia
szlachty litewskiej przyjal chrzest. Akt ten, wymuszony
wzgledami politycznymi, nie byt jednak trwaly i w 10 lat
pbzniej, w 1261 r, Mendog porzucit wiare chrzescijanska. Na
poczatku XIV w. w Wilnie zaczal funkgonowaé kosciol
katolicki. W kohcu tego stulecia sytuacja polityczna skionita
Wielkiego Ksiecia Litewskiego Jagielle do przyjecia chrztu
w obrzadku lacifskim (wraz z imieniem Wiadystaw) i po-
$lubienia Krélowej Polski Jadwigi, a nastepnie do rozpoczecia
chrystianizacji Litwy. Chrzest Litwy w 1387 r. nie objal
Zmudzi, ktéra pozostawala woéwczas w rekach Krzyzakow.
Zostala ona ochrzczona dopiero w latach 1413-1417.

Dzieje Litwy w XIlI i XIV w. to okres wypierania przez
nowa religie miejscowych tradycji poganskich, ktérych
relikty jeszcze przez nastepne stulecia bylty obecne w zwycza-
jach ludnosci wiejskiej.

W pierwszej polowie XIII w. na obszarze niemal calej
Litwy, z wyjatkiem ziem Zemgaldw, zarzucono zwyczaj
sypania kurhandw i zapanowat jednolity obrzadek pogrzebo-
wy. Zwloki zmarlego wraz z wyposazeniem (brof, narzedzia,
ozdoby) spalano, a szczatki umieszczano w plytkich jamach
grobowych.

Jan Dlugosz opisuje, ze zmarly w 1377 r. ojciec Wiady-

stawa Jagielly, Olgierd, zostat spalony na stosie wraz z 18
rumakami w paradnej uprzezy i calym bogatym wyposaze-
niem rycerskim. Podobny rytuat towarzyszy! $mierci Kiejs-
tuta, ojca Witolda, w 1382 r,

W XIV w. zapewne pod wplywem chrzescijanstwa,
obrzadek szkieletowy stopniowo wypieral cialopalenie, przy
czym nadal uzytkowane byly cmentarze zalozone kilkaset lat
wezeéniej. Zmarlych chowano w pozycji wyprostowanej,
z rekoma ulozonymi wzdluz tulowia lub zlozonymi na
brzuchu, na ogét z glowa w kierunku zachodnim. Do
pierwszej polowy XVI w. zachowala si¢ tradycja wyposaza-
nia zmarlych w ozdoby, bro, narzedzia, przedmioty co-
dziennego uzytku.

W XIV-XV w, w grobach w poludniowej i wschodniej
czesci Litwy pojawily sie zausznice, importowane z obszaru
Stowiafszczyzny. Nie upowszechnity sie one jednak w $ro-
dowisku litewskim. Dominowaly tu lokalne typy ozdéb,
a wérdd nich rozne formy zapinek podkowiastych, azuro-
wych, tarczowatych. Te ostatnie wystepuja w grobach po
kilka, niekiedy do 8 sztuk. Popularna ozdoba, zwlaszcza na
Zmudzi, byly tez pierécienie i naszyjniki skrecane z drutu
z zakoficzeniami rozklepanymi w wydluzona, zdobiong
tarczke.

W wyposazeniu grobowym brak natomiast szpil; uzywa-
no jedynie matych szpilek do przypinania nakry¢ gtowy lub
wstazek. W grobach z XV-XVI1 w. brak réwniez bransolet.

Na wiejskich cmentarzach dominuja ozdoby brazowe,
natomiast na cmentarzach przykoscielnych lub w koéciotach,
gdzie chowali swych zmarlych ludzie zamozni, znajdowane
sg liczne ozdoby srebrne. Wiele z nich $wiadczy o wysokim
poziomie rzemiosia jubilerskiego. Potwierdzaja to réwniez
skarby z tego okresu, w sktad ktérych wehodza m.in, zapinki
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podkowiaste z kablakiem zdobionym filigranowym druci-
kiem i péiszlachetnymi kamieniami, fibule tarczowate zdobio-
ne technika niello, bransolety, zawieszki, masywne naszyjniki
spiralne wykonane z drutu, ktérego diugoéé siggata do 1,7 m,
a ciezar do 2 kg.

Od XIV w. szerzyl si¢ obyczaj wkiadania do grobu
drobnych monet, praktykowany szczegdlnie czesto od poczat-
ku XVI w. Umieszczano je w grobie po kilka, kilkanascie,
czasem kilkadziesiat sztuk. Obok monet miejscowych, litews-
kich i polskich, wystepuja takze obce, m.in. ryskie, inflanckie,
szwedzkie. Monet nie skladano w jednym miejscu w grobie,
lecz umieszczano w kilku réznych jego czesciach—kolo glowy,
nég, u boku, przy ramieniu zmarlego. Zwyczaj wkladania
monet do grobu utrzymat sie jeszcze do poczatku XVIII w.

LITHUANIA FROM THE BRONZE AGE TO THE MIDDLE AGES
(SUMMARY)

The Bronze Age (the 16th — 6th centuries B.C.) and early Iron Age (the 5th
— Ist centuries B.C.) have been little investigated yet. We know that at that
time the role of the agriculture and cattle breeding in the economy of all
Baltic tribes increased. The 2nd and 1st millennia saw thespread of fortified
settlements on the hills. Part of them were used continuously and with breaks
for several or more centuries, some of them — from the 1st millennium B.C. to
the 13th-14th centuries A.D. These are so called earthworks which number in
Lithuania is about 1000. Metal finds from the 2nd and Ist millennium B.C. are
scarce (about 120 places of their location and about 260 jtems are known);
most of them are loose finds. The cultural layers of earthworks and
settlements are characterized by the stroked ware pottery; animal bones,
stone and bone artifacts are numerous. Clay crucibles for smelting nonferrous
metals, fragments of clay forms for casting bronze decorations and axes are
found. In the 1st century B.C. people leamnt to produce iron from the bog ore.
They lived in the buildings of pole construction with an open fireplace.

Graves are known mainly from the Lithuanian coast, where barrows
similar to those of the Samland peninsula survived. Graves were surrounded
by stone circles; a custom of burning the dead was prevalent; most of the
graves are without furniture. Several burial grounds with cremation graves in
urns or without them are known from east and south-west Lithuania.

In the Roman period (st — 4th centuries A.D.) culture of all Balts (so called
Aesti), including Lithuania’s inhabitants, was influenced by the intensified
barter with the Roman Empire and with the Germanic, Slavonic and
Finno-Ugrian tribes, also by the spread of the local iron production, iron tools
and arms. Old settlements continued to be used, new ones emerged,
especially on hills; wooden buildings of pole construction were used for
dwelling; in the eastern part of Lithuania — stroked ware pottery, in the rest of
it — pottery with a coarse and smooth surface.

From the beginning of our era in Lithuania (except its eastern part) graves
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are also found. These sites are investigated at the large scale. In the st~ 4th
centuries the inhumation was introduced. A custom was established to bury
the dead with metal, mainly bronze, decorations, some tools, men —also with
arms. Burial rites, furniture and other features taken together fall into five
groups, whereas the 6th cultural area consists of the region of stroked ware
pottery surviving in east Lithuania with yet unknown graves. The mentioned
groups vary in size: part of them in the 4th — 6th centuries split into smaller
ones, others underwent gradual changes and survived to the 12th — 13th
centuries, when written sources mentioned tribes inhabiting the area. One of
the first distinguished tribes are Scalovians at the lower Nemunas and
Aukétotians in central Lithuania.

The great migration of peoples did not touch the territory of Lithuania. As
can be judged from the isolated finds and burned hill-forts, in the 5th — 6th
centuries only separate nomadic groups from the south steppes reached
Lithuania.

In the 5th century — Ist half of the 10th century the majority of hill-forts
were repaired, ramparts were raised, deeper moats were dug. They were not
permanently used for dwelling, because there is no distinct cultural layer of
the 5th — 9th centuries. There were buildings with timber walls and stoves in
the comer. Shaped pottery of various forms was still in use. There were also
found numerous fragments of animal bones, iron slag, metal tools and
ornaments.

The cremation busial rite was spreading in south, south-east and central
Lithuania in the 5th century. In the 5th — 7th centuries it was also spreading
on the Lithuanian coast. Some tribes used to bury their dead cremated from
the 5th to the 12th~13th centuries (Lithuanians, Aukstotians). The Lam-
matians and Curonians continued to bury the dead burned and unburned
from the 8th to the 13th centuries, while Samogitians and Semigallians did
not burn their dead until 12th — 13th centuries. Furniture of the cremation
and skeleton burials were similar. Cremation graves were very different,
though there were no graves with urns. Numerous metal ornaments, some
tools and arms, sometimes horses were put into the graves. From the 5th
— 6th centuries there were 9 types of graves related to the ethno-cultural
groups mentioned in the 9th — T4th centuries written sources.

From the 10th century part of the inhabitants (most of them probably
noblemen) lived in wooden castles situated on the hills; on hills' slopes bailey
was built. Pottery made on potter's wheel, more developed tools and arms
were used; intensive barter was carried on; silver was more abundant. The
cultural influence of the Scandinavian Vikings became particulary important.

The Vikings attacked Lithuania in the middle of the Sth century. Later in
the 10th — 11th centuries lands inhabited by Lithuanians and their relatives
Jatvings were attacked several times by dukes of Kiev Russia and Poland. In
the 13th century raids of the German Orders on Lithuania began under the
pretext of introducing Christianity, first from Livonia, later also from Prussia.
These wars continued for about 200 years. In the 9th — 11th centuries
Dregovichi and Volhynians colonized the lands of the eastern Balts and
partly Jatvings. The Russian duchies, Dregivichi and Krivichi became
Lithuanian’s eastern neighbours.

Part of the Curonian, Semigallian and Selanian lands was occupied by the
Livonian Order in the 13th century, while the Teutonic Order occupied
Scalovian and Jatvings lands. The rest parts of Semigallians, Selanians,
Scalovians and Jatvings together with Samogitians, AukStotians and



Lithuanians around the year of 1240 formed the Lithuania state. lts first
known ruler Mindaugas, together with his court converted to Christianity in
1251. After his death the old faith became the official religion again, though
Lithuanian rulers were related with the Russian Orthodox dukes and the
Polish Catholic dukes. Lithuania tolerated Orthodox and Catholic religions,
churches and the clergy. After the union with Poland in 1387-1413 did
Lithuania become officially baptized again.

The above mentioned wars inflicted a great damage on Lithuania's
economy and material culture. Also the Christian culture influenced the old
Lithuanian cultural, Burial rites became more unified; in the 14th century the
inhumation was introduced again, though bodies of the last pagan,

Lithuanian grand dukes Algirdas (1377) and Kestutis (1382) were bumed on
the funeral pyre.

In the 15th — 16th centuries the old custom to bury the dead with metal
omnaments, tools and arms was dying away; omaments were simpler and
more similar. In the course of time (from the 2nd half of the 16th century)
grave furniture were replaced by the small coins put into the graves.

Items found in the settlements and particulary in the graves are helpful in
leaming about the original culture of the Baltic tribes which inhabited
Lithuania, its thriving in the 5th— 12th centuries and its dedline, when it was
ousted by the Western divilization and Christian customs. This process is
reflected the best by metal omaments.



